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ear what is known as Maxwell settlement wae made in

j 1802 on each side of Andersom ereek, now dividing line between Perry
and Spencer counties -~ part of it on site of Troy --ferry estab-
lished between these two settlements -~-this ferry was afterwards
kept for time by Abe Linecoln. Thos. Lincoln came fhcro in apriﬁg
of 1814 or 1815 (other historical records state that Thomas Lineolnm
came there from Kentusky in the sutumn of 1815), Abe deseribed by
neighbors as "gangliest boy they had ever seed," but good natured
and univorsally liked. ;

Thomas Lincoln moved frpm Hardin county, Ky., and
sottioﬁ in Anderson creek at plagce known as Lincoln's ford, where Abe
kept ferry until fall of 1817 when Mr, Lincoln entered eighty =cres
of land st what is known now as Linecoln ecity.

' Thomas Lincoln was member of Baptist church at
,I'.»it.tu Pigeon, two miles east of Gentryville and one mile sonth of
his farm, Chureh orgenigzed in 1816 and first church in thie part of
the country. lembers began orcction.ot "meetin'house"” in 1819 --
completed in 1820/

Thomas Linecoln was carpenter and woried at tra&t
during intervals of planting and gatheringerops. He and Abe did a1l
carnenter work on little log chureh, which was hhirty feet long,
twenty-six feet wide, one and s half stories high, with chimney at
each end and windows 20x30C irches in size. Little change was ever
made in this house and carpenter work still stands as they ls £t it
(Long ago removed)

r. Lincoln Joined chur¢h by letter Juhe 7, 1823
and dismissed by letter in 1831, when joined another church of same

faithe In all church councils Le was conspicuous.



Thos, Lincoln deseribed as large heavy man and of dark
complexion,

He sold his farm in 1830 and moved to Illinois.

¥re. Lineoln was of middle sise, had black hair, hagel
eyes and was slender. By all who knew her she was highly esteemed--
was devoutly pious., She died in fall of 1818 and was buried on hill
about 300 yards south of Linecoln home, covered by dense growth of
forest, most of which since cut away, leaving growth of smaller trees
and shrubs., She left two children --her son, Abe, and daughter,
Sarah. Latter married Aaron Griggsdby and died leaving no childrem.
(Died from childbirth)

At age of eight Abe was regarded by teachers who
boarded around as "prime reader" and st spellingmateches it "was
'lowed no one in all that deestrict could spell him down."™ At
age of 15 he would study late at night by light of fire plase <-
for slate used poplar board ~--when covered with figures shaved 1f.
Lagt b;aﬁ chase in meighborhood in 1831-¥”Bh310 Jinmy " '

» Matthew Rogers and Col. Howell participating «=-through

or nine bears were caught --last wolf killed by Christopher Buckhart--

briar thiekot/ wild grape vines and cow pond in Luce :
tanned skin and made several pairs of slippers for young ladies of
neighborhood.

Incident of Gen. Veateh's resentment of Robert Dale
Owen insult.

Gen, Veatch's denunciation of vulgar men who relate
"a sfory Abmaham Lincoln used to tell."

Nathaniel Gi#iggsby ~-as citizen older tham county or
state --~here before state was admitted to Union --trading was done

in Vincennes ---was sehookmate of Lincoln ---"he was big end I was
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little," =~-- many times "we et hominy and fat pork together" --
loved him 88 & brother ---then only two houses between here and Troy.

gin Patoka when
her father settled LXhere---lived first year in shanty in woods-~

Mrs. Polly Egnew ---there were Indi

i i

made with two poles against hickory trees, with peeled hiekbry bark
- on ground for floor ~--were near meighbors of Tom Lineolm in Kentueky
twb years before we came h-ro‘-kn¢v Abraham Lincoln as far bagk as
ghe oénld remember --he was a big, awkward boy---Lincolns were flne
respectable peopie and belonged to Baptist echureh --lots of snstes

and wild boitts here. Setting hem uniar my mother's bed made
noise one night --mother made light and found large rattlesnake
had taken possession of Xmz nest ~--ome morning Abe Lincoln found
copperhead snake under his pillow ---Abe came to Grandfather Turn-
ham's one morning when family were eating breakfast --was invited to
breakfast --said "Oh, I guess you haven't any mare than you g¢an ms
eat yourselves," =-~"always full of fun and ready for joke."

lirs. Polly Stapleton ---Knew 4be Lincoln --3was a

smart industrious boy." Girls mmxm then were outdoors as much as

in house. Onee father wanted some blades pulled ---Lincoln was thmz
there and sald he could beat me., --~Abe had long arme ---we pulled
the blades --~he was lively,good hearted boy ~-he was kind in ==
sickness -~-whenever anything happened in neighborhood he would write
& piece sbout it --he wrote & song that he sumg &t his sismter's
wedding, It has been said "homas Lincoln was lazy and s drunkedd -

he was neither,
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Joseph Richerdsom --- Onge & parcel of us boys got into Abe
Lincoln's watermelon pateh. The firet thing we knew he was among us.
We didn't know what to do, He said, "Boys, I will let every one
of you off that can repeat the multiniieation table.,™ The vent of
his mind was slways toward learning scmething, Ome time a noighbdr
hired Abe to work, 4t dinner time thoy played marbles and Abe won.
Ais employer said he didn't like to get beat and wented to play agaim,

4dbe said, "it's juet ae you ecay, I would juet ae soon play ::::::;
ag to ﬁark 7 == g0 they pleyed all the rest of the Ay and Lincoln

was paid for his time.
Friends of Lingoln

David Turnham, of Dale, John W. Lamar, Buffaloville,
Joseph Gentry and John Romine, Lincoln Station.

Gen, James C. Veateh ==~ Those, Lincoln camne to Spenger
County ?ﬁhen ?hxriak County) in 1816 and settled at place now
kiéin as Lincoln station -- "squatted"™ on 160 scres of Congress
1§na ==on 15%th Oet., 1817, entered it under eredit system then in
force é--af%orwara:'rilinguiihci oast‘half of said traet and ap-
plied payments to west half, Patent iseued to him on 6tk of
June, 135?* signed by John Quiney Adams, President. He left thd
place in Februarg, 1830, for I1linois -~ farm passed into hands

sf’@hé&. ﬁriggiﬁy, Sr.




Hativity of Settlers
Dr, Hilver and Gen, Veatoh erected iron femce around
grave of Naney Henke Lincoln,
Ground - helf agre -~ owned by Lin,

Grave Stone
Faney Hanks
Lineoln

lother of President Lincoln
Died

Oet. 5, 1818

aged 25 years

Erected by a friend of her son

1879

g eea—— o

Large osk tree marked place s ¥hieh was felled two years
agtrtlltli Btene erected 1879 fence foliowing May.

Committee in charge of Lincoln grave, =--Gen, Veateh,
Fres, -~ lewis % Co. stookholders in R. R., Louisville -~=-deeded
the ground to coms. of Svenser Co. for veople of United States -
coms. appointed com, without compemsation to take charge of 1%,

Forest in primitive state ~= (huge trees)

Incident of steer

0ld apple trees

Gentry -~ Lineoln home stood until sfter A, L's death -~
removed by Wm., Reams and duplicated.

David Caseben (?)
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Lincoln's @hronicles -~ some never wr published.
Gentry -~ Lineoln's father taeiturn --Englishman, ==
Cupboard, table made by Lincolm --one of the gawkiest
boys ever kmew-~ good boy at school -« read great deal at night --
well liked =~ knmew him twelve years and good mem -- wasn't hidory
in thie part of Zmm country -- lived largely on game -~ L. never xx
got mad but onee -~ man of fine sense --honest but not industrious--
when left not whrth fifty dollars --started out peddling --hoipu
father work some at carpentering -- charaeterized by sbsolute
truthfulness and honesty.

¥. Grigsby -- Brother Chas. bought L. farm short time
before T. L. left for Il1l1. ond immediately occupled 25 sgres of \
¢leared land lying north and west of Lincoln eabin -~ rehard north
of cabin was planted by Thoe. lineoln --0ld Lincoln log cabin ==
only ore room and one story high ~= 10 ft. to top -~ had ome door
in west side --one window in north end ~-size of cabin 15%18 from
outside to outside-- was covered with 4 ft. ¢lapboards ~-door mde
of split pieces of timber -~ floor "puncheon® = then split of
logs 8 ft, long -~ then hued with axe snd laid on 3 £leepers --pne
on side, one in middle --chimmey was mede by sawing 6 f%. out of
one end of cabin ~~then put in split piece of timber until 6-£%/
bigh -= then took dirt and made jamb to prevent fire burning
timber --chimmey built of eticks ard dirt,

- -
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When Adam was created

He dwelt in Eden's shade
As Moses has recorded
And soon a bride was made

Ten thousand times ten thousand
0f ereatures swarmed around
Before s bride was formed
4nd yet no mate was found

The Lord He was not willing
The man should be alone

4nd caused a sleep upon him
And took from him a bone

Then closed the flesh instead thereof
And then He took the same

And of it made a woman
And brought her to the man

Then Adam he rejoiced
To see his loving bride
4nd part of his own body
The product of his side

This woman was not taken
From Adam's head we know
To show she must not rule him
It is evidently sq

This woman was not taken
From Adem's feet, we see
S50 he must not abuse her
The meaning seems to be

This woman she was taken
Prom under Adam'e arm

So she must be protected
From injuries and harm.

I'11l tell you a joke
About Jabell amd Mary
'Tis neither a joke nor a story
For Rueben and Charles
has married two girls
But Billy has married a boy.

The girle he had tried on every side
But nome could he get to agree

All was iy vain and he went home again
And sinee that he was married to Nattie.
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- Mres, Josiah Crawford-- Knew Lincoln well ---wae & smart,
honest and mighty good boy --studied hard and worked about --was

at our house a great deal and my husband helped him in studies--
8 history says my husband, Josiah Crawford was his school teacher,
Histake, 4Andy 6nff§r& was his teagher --husband loaned Lincoln
¥weem's) "Life of Washington,” which we brought with us from
Virginia and was only book around here -- L. took home and ladd
on shelf and it rained that night and rain beat through house and
wet it, Lincoln came to him and was awfullest plagued boy I ever
see, He offered to pay for it. My husband told him he mighthave
it if he'd help him pull fodder day or two. He studied arithmetie
in that corner --ppinting -- no pencile here then orsslates --

he used shaved board and marked on it with red keel --when got it
full washed it and commenced over -- hest seripture scholar cver
knciiana Bible was almost Emly book he had --you see, warn't

any beaugtrwﬂ here thtn. and people d4idn't have much of anything.
My husband wouvld loan what books we had. 4Abe was always fullof
fan and his jokes. He was gettin off some of his rhymes one dgy
and his sister =aid "Abe what will become of you?" He answead
"Well, I can tell you, I intend to be President before I die.”
Higs sister was a good girl and pretty muech like Abe in her charsec-
ter. She staid with me sbout a year before she married. She
gaid there were emough st home. She was good girl and her and
her fellow done their sparking at our house. She died and is
buried in old graveyard at Little Pigeon church.

Lincoln'e were very ppor folks, First time I called
on them I remember it all seemed mighty funny to me. They mx=mp
seraped sweet potatoes and passed 'em iz:zf.

Lincoln's mother was mighty sweet woman., She coull
read and write. -Abe told me that she often read Bible to him.



Abe onece wrote Chronicles which all settlers knmew by memory. He
wae always writing some rhyme.

Tros. Lirsoln wes ¢ good man---He was a carpenter and
I've got a cupbeard in there that he made., Vhen about to nove g

away from here he wanted me to buy it. I told him I wonld take
it to scecommodate them if he would take trade. I gave 1;1- a
quilt.

I want & history written thet ie all true.

Lingoln would never gquerrel and would &laugh oshems
out of 1%. His step brothers were quarrelsome and fragtious,

Abe would do all bhe ecould to please them, I 315379 liked the
boy and was a good friemd to nim,

L. wae leader even whem a hoy -~ stories of his EXEES
powers of memory --Stesm Wagons --~ first o know shsut theme

his essays on oruelly --even composed poetry wefors he knew
enybhing about the prineiples of poetry --"natural gerius,”

| Grave of 4. Lincoln's sister unmarked and unknown
(1881) »

Silas Richsrdeom -- Lincoln gut dowr lerge tree and
 whip-sawed to make my floor -ths smoothest amd beet floor I
ever saw -- good floor yet --once got ibe to make rails ~-
rails afterward carried away and made into canes --when heard
that Lincoln was mominated for President so surprised that we
Juet shouted ~-first time saw his likeress kniw it in a mo-
ment --once ran raéa with 4be in gniling fodder --his argg}&a

long that he could reach up and pull 'em off, and I weﬁid xxe
have to bend the stalk, but I kept up with him --no merket nesrer
than Eockport and Troy -~ Abel Crawford grest huonter -- all

kinde éf wild gami ~= some "peinters" (panthers) znd bear ~



was & wilderness ~=0nly 'ehru i’aru in three or four muu - \ \4

"01d Man"Lineoln wes a bed mamager -~ Abe nﬁo aworﬂ trips dowm AN A
Chio in ﬂtt-hoa.tt ~=ugsd to a&ng rov’ulutiﬁnm nm. ~= One wns
"Joim Adkinson's Lementations” - ‘heard Dincola say he was. n”n,_ 7%
wisker” of religion == raamibwg Tom L&malm nittiw W 1;%;&3;;& got |
to talking about m&rrieé Myk Musrm.m, m ted :puom ! PI““?
and righ‘hl -= Tom I-s.naeﬂn gceﬁ aews Iar, *rcry };mwnlar smé honest

and Abe wase braugm up nm m - Abe mﬂr pam attmtiﬁn to nm i ""4\"7‘}“
company =~ mum alvaya hwo ﬂth him & boak st log ra&slnga -- he
woald ﬂmdy an ywhere amd wcrmm - h&rdly hsd any books in the
aomtry uke now - !om ﬁcv htﬂbrin - Abq vorlud out -- was gool
mnﬂ&r -- never wtnt te partiu liku mthcr ymatnn — pnoplo '
in tkat d;y pwa urhlui a hoa:p - Strah Idnccln and child aicd in
uuvi:hry - &tigwb? and’ Lima&n were never gocd fraenu - went
with Lineoln funy part/m when left awntry hm!. big frolie =-
all tiu m&ly :mﬁ metmr - Bte Ln* ¢r with Limuh in xuvu'e. 13&4-—»
llu# time ever sew him ~-ibe i with bayu uau. but not mueh of hand %
go. wonn& to pamtiu - Abe would go off amd go %o ruung -ﬂcriptlwu
only hoek ‘we bhad abaut ~= also Webster's spelling book and some few
l1ittle histories. :

: Devid Turnhsm <= L. wes very e¢ivil ,maf wg’n behﬁwd‘ - 16
Pauah,m»uﬁ m'spntcaa-— g@aa meMOTy ~= WS good ab rmings. jumping,
hopping a:éu;. wrestling -~ wasn't "ase'it;ivo, "Aimlt‘ was f&tmig" and in some things
oxcelled — have seenm him stemd on hie feet and’ tomch head %o ground ==
saw him pick up parrel of whimgr and dﬁ-&k out of bung -- all classes
drank to some extent -- never ‘hdw him to be ix@toxiu"eod -- awkward bdut
sharp -- mtxm'nﬂy wrestled with him -- we :wt‘-at log rolunga -
always read at leisure time -~ was mhbh - his father was ordinary
;m. but very good - ~- had only em a:p - mﬂr‘hura any harm of lrs.
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Lincoln -- only few settlers -- Abe one of first boys git sequaly
with -- two of books were "Life of Washington" and Bunyan's "Pilgr .
Progress” -- last part of his life here read a little law and was
constable -~ borrowed copy of Indiana Statutes -- when Abe was sbout
17 yesars ;ld wrote Gh;cnieln -= hefore left here worked down river --
thinks . trees at righ;'. of Lincoln house were planted since they left.

2 i“ ’ Henry Bruner o0 Three of us boys had been to Gentryville --
coming back it was getting dark and cold — drunk man fell off his horu-;"
we put him on again -~ Abe rode behind and took care of him -S=EFF"Wis "
beiind  snd.book garenofBf#--- Abe was very kind-hearted -- he was a
wonder dressed in bueckskin pants and hickory shbrt -- buekskin too

short to meet his socks -- "mind makes the man" -- vould sometimes
repeat a sermon to the boys that he had heard the day before -- he was
a peace-maker among the boys ~- took Abe with him when constable to make
arrest =~ fellow got mad and drawed back to strike Abe — Abe said
"You better stick your head in the fire before you strike me" -- saw
nim but once since he left when he made s speech, -- wWouldrhunt om
Sundeys mamki= sometimes -- remember we were out once hunting and
chumeh member called to him "aAbe, the devii will geb you" == ﬁe@é‘en's
assertion that L. held his finger on political pulse was false.

Henry Beeler -- went to mill & good deal together -- ate and
¢lept together oftem -- slways sociable and friendly -- 0ld fiddle story-
ibe didn'% look much like either his father or mother -- he learned to
read right good before he was eight -- he carried a book with him generallg
and would read when idle -- borrowed hooke whemever he could -- his sis-
ter was about like other girls -- never any rowdyism in Abe.
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L Grave -- few other interments -- only trace glight sinkin
grouia -+ fron fi&kit fence over child of railroad lsborer 3 ft. near --
stnnﬁs, é&éﬁnﬁ, clump of logs cleared away by Gen. Veateh in May, 1880--
Gen.v%caﬁch 'a‘intention to purchase hill and enclose -~ will ultimately
be cleared -- owned by Cin. speculators -- cleared "so sun may shine on

1t" -- land owned by Lincoln.

- - — -

Gen. Veatch chosen from hie 0ld Indiana home to welcome

Lineoln to state when on his way to #ashington to become President --

'ﬁincoln's inquiries about 0ld friends, stories about them, seemed to

| Pemember all and medmeges to all 1iving, eta., ote.

Jathaniel Grigsby, Gentryville -- Books -- Dilworth's

Bhelling Bosk <~ BV — reewived Latter from Linssia fu 1880

(E. Jrigeby
from memory)

Springfield, I1l., Sept 20,1880

- llathaniel Grigtby& £8¢e , » i :
iy dear Siri-- Your letter of July 19th wae received only a

| few ays zﬁ.%@ﬁ . been mailed by yourfuxkkex brother st lentryville

;nia s On The 1 2th of the month, 4 few d«am . &go Gov. ¥ood, of Juiney, %G‘l@
me he saw you and that you said you hsd writter me. /T had not ‘then re-

Of our three families who removed from Inéisra together my
father Squire Hall and John D. Johnsten are dead and all the rest o7 us
are yet living. Of course the younger ornes sre grown up, marriages con-

tracted ard new ones born. I have three boys now, the oldest of which

is seventeen years of age.

1 : There is nqw'agﬁqgnﬁxicdn 9ieﬁtafai‘tiekatfin Migsaﬁri'na“thit

ou c¢an vote for me if your neighbors will let you. I would advise you
ot to get into any trouble sbout : L gL
- Give my kindest regarde to your brother Charles.

@1th1g,tha;p:esuat:;uar!Ixhavc had two letters from Jomm Téiaq-x~
Who is living somewhere in Missouri. I forget exaetly where and he says

his father snd mother are both still living nesr him, e
- Yours very truly ay
L. Linecoln : 4

(8inee published) :

N. Grigsby --Zing's Jester -- Look read to boye in woods,

0
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