Asked about Greeley at the start, when and why he :
' happened to g§n€L‘h1m. Says Ureeley was busy with his bodﬁ@_mz

| needed a private secretary through the winter of '64 and 'ca'fg

| and asked him. Got very little out of him lxoopt that he

| liked Greeley. Give an amusing description of the way he

? started for Washington once on receiving a telegram from

| Lincoln to come down. Pulled on his boots = thy were

| boots with straps - but failed to pull his trouser ngl'Gflr
them - collar of his overcoat turned in. BSeems to hlio been :
| a good deal of a wag in his correspondence - tolliror trlitnif
| to an Iowa man who had asked Greeley to tell him what was
the best variety of pigs, that it depended on what he wanted |
them for. If 1t was to run on the sidewalks, there wasone
,gkind necessary; if it was to sing in a choir, it was nnothor,-

| and that a dead pig was the best for eating. He actually

g:vrote and sent this letter, and years afterwards, going to

*the lown in Iowa to lecture, his host there showed it to him

}framed under glass and said in all seriousness thl$ the fqmily
“waa never able to make head of tail to it, he supposed that
é;wns because Greeley wrote so badly. Wing claims that his
ioun handwriting was as illegible as that of Greeley's, they
ioould not be read. He characterizes Greeley as a linalqwﬂ. ”_{
hearted man whom he loved. |

Goes back to when he was a‘young man. I recall
Litehfield and his editorial on Lincoln's death. nc.-jéi;w:~ f

"As a young man I did not like Lincoln. Hv mother ill a

Democrat so I was naturally a democrat. She had been l» }f




Democrat so I was naturally a democrat. ihohubm - __;-'1

teacher in Southern families and had seen the best d‘

but Linceln's call for 76,000 converted me. I was in
| Litohfield at the ‘I’oreute Koun, and 1 m thi

: _I-tneoln 8o hard that I went to bed wnh '!' i

i the call over several times. I saw the nmhood !lf -ihtul
: He didn't try to stir people, he tried to make thﬂ. mnt- ¢
I could not enlist then for I was in debt « tied Mp wttn . :
Vnrmont man in a slate yard in South Horﬂ‘llk lr m
| went to war and that broke up the firm."

Goes back again to his first interview with |
Linooln.. Says that night, after he left Linceln, hn\mt‘

around to the National Hotel where he occupied a room. He

says "I looked in the glass Wto see the place where hi hnd.
xissed me. I was was wakened up at daybreak by nmm' :
| saying there was news from Grant. I knew thcﬁ that my story
l{ had leaked. I went at once to the Tribune office, 'MGh'
| was upstairs. The place was crowded. Sam Wilkineon I tounl.

standing on a table and telling the crowd of representatives |

and senators and great men that it was a fake, that nobody
had received word from the army, that Wing had not come to
| Washington. As I crowded through somebody called out, ‘ﬂufl?l

Wing now.! 8o somebody got me up on the table. I told thc

~crowd it was true. Then they ’bega.n to ask “..“m.. ’.ﬂ, i

I told them that Stanton had ordered that I be m-
one of tho representatives mud ovu’ 060 to lu ?

hat, before I got through the hat m t'ull

th:ln¢ ancrotary wollu gave a rooanthn. _IN




th:lng Secretary Welles gnn s rccuptun. I
hour-' sleep since Thurlw (loqk q th

usaturw uftu'loon um&um‘;
with Linooln and he asked me lhﬂ. I _m :
'ihon I told him I was goinc arto: hu ;

it

1.ng, he giving me an ong;lno to go dom
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|wanted was somebody who_hﬁd.onrriod ; ;;lkot. tofﬁg;pq;!ggm,
news of the way the soldiers were rooling. ' e
Scrap-Book Mre. Wing calls my axtontien to a pirlonnl oornpﬂ .
|book. Wing is loath to let me haveit because, he -uyj, tt_fﬂf?”
looks like blowing his own horn. He didn't want me to ses
the personal things in it, "They are too silly". ﬁdro hJ"t. #J“
talking about the verses he has written aﬁd the pidturii'ht,'
'has drawn for his grandchildren on their birthdays, etos = |
some of them very cunning. . | |

The book begins with no;icqn from the pro:ﬁ-o£ §§§ ?5f

bringing the news from Grant. He has written a& the hlli;-f

of this "Taffy.® The most important of these is & dtlpntoh o

from Washington, dated Monday, May 9 publishod 1n tho

Tribune of May 10, which says: 'The Tribune's messenger ,who

broughtto the Government not only, but to the country, the

|first news of the reeent great battle, was Henry E. Wing of
IConnecticut. He footed half of the distance in and was fre-

'qnently fired on by guerrilas. He was a totally used up

pedestrian when he reached the Tribune Bureau in this city -

'rsed'up in everything but pluck."”

1 In a little sketch of Wing from the Brooklrn Tﬁlnl 4-

knlinted in the 27th Connecticut, belonged to the Gal&r :

a8 wounded in the charge against on nnrin‘l

eights at Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862.




Heights at Fredericksburg, December 13, 1862.

| ik
; 'He speaks of his bringing messages from Grant in thdu_

ﬁummer of 1864, spending a day working his way through CQng

l

oderato camps and traps. On arriving safely 1naido the

Tt T

Union lines lb Wing telegraphed to assistant Bocrctarz ot.'

bana, asking permission to send a dispstch to hiu pqy!r., I

\news from the front. Mr' Wing refused to grant thil roqnolt -

:until he had sent his prcun notice and was promptly pluaod

‘under arrest. It was Friday night, the wires between th.-'
QNorth and Washington would be closed at midnight and as no
'Sunday paper was published his chance. for a beat would be

lpoiled, as there would, in all likelihood, be other core
l

greapondents through the lines before the Monday's papers were

o iiasued. Then came the message that President Linceln would

Eg like to have the news from Grant. kr. Wing replied that he

E? | hould be glad to give the information desired provided ho was
Ji? rallowed to send at first one hundred words to the Tribune.

;£> &hese terms were agreed to by the President. An engine
!Zﬁ | Pniokly took the correspondent to Washington. - :

Ei ; I find the story has been told in the newspapers lt
E} %arious times, ‘also that his story of Lincoln's teaching '

éﬁ— | *ad the signal is 4n a letter from Wing publiahod in the : .
:; 4 . Pentury for January, 1908. In connection with thia -oc‘ng:§g¢?,;
g; : ¢hapter ‘on the Wilderness. 7 _‘ .ﬂlh.
!Ei ; | In talking of his adventure at this ttlo Iln¢" £i 

'E$ | . %o me in this interview more than once tnataacr'r'atﬁ

5 e glkonod up in ths night and thought thl Qﬁ.rr ill.lnﬁ.




htnod up in the night and thought the lt;ry m-noi tm '

Bad to get out his papers to reassure h:l.-nnon‘.

The Tribune people were enormously proud of lluc‘i

loit, and Homer Byington sent Mrl. Wing a letter lnolui_'
100 from the Tribune people as a 'slight token of upprn!.t:li;
or Mr*® Wing's successful efforts to serve thm. 5
A letter from Cyrus Northrup to Wing's fatl;qr,' -

Hbeneazer Wing, written December 26, 1862, condoles uithﬂthdi?’ﬁ

gver his wound's and oongra.tulatu them on his slnolt m

escape. Northrup says the wounds ho bears and. will b‘ :

\‘a,i'ﬂﬂeﬁir

"I would give more for them than the largest practice of
the best lawyer in the state."” He enclosed a letter he had

received from Henry. It would be interesténg to know how

the Reverend Ebeneazer took this!

Mr® Wing tells me his father and-he.differed

radically at the start of the war. I take it from what he
says that they had never been on extra good terms. The old |
man was a dictator, I &magine, and the boy a boy wilful.

Just fter the outbreak of the war Henry was ’-n'it.a.t...i'ﬂ....:l:.:é.l

a speech at Goshen, his birthplace, where th. rmum

He talked eloquently, as he thought, on its bclnl . unr'”

save the Union and not to liberate the -J.avn.

Sirough his Tetker, an dpdent Mbsditiadiar.

platform and dcjﬁ,euucod him btttqﬂy.' ; nuui ,




o | platform and demounced him bitterly. Henry's mother

; 'to' him and said, "There is a train r'n”nn"oiufifﬁm
South Norwalk in about an hour. You b.ttoi take :Lt."
chueleled-uE-tre-¥wid, "I took it. And I never got the $20
tthg promised me for my speech.” . .

In one of the clippings this story ie tutd,_sq.‘ﬂ_,_'

describes Wing as -3 riding to the meeting in a emut

fi | arawn by four white horses, and says the oration u- EY

by an ‘outdeer bangues. The first of iha .ﬂm- d;l.nm
! cﬁn was lhlnm Wing. When he arose ht ihlutu
table, "Who would have thought that lbtnouu‘"inc_;_"'
come to this disgrace, to be compelled to listen umw
_brutal sentiments from the misdreant bearing his mo.'

The scrap-book contains various lotterl rrm t-'

army published in the Hartford Paladium - frmon‘bl orm

correspondence from the N. Y. Tribune. None of ““:-

| seem to servemy purpose.

!i: .-_* e If there should be need of illultrlt:lontm sora: :
JL\E, : ﬂmk contains a. cut of Wing at 25 years, nco‘buhly an mu-".'
E type. - Ask them about this. Also his card as l !ﬂ.'bmn G“-I'”'
?] E respondent in the Army of the Potomac, t_unhlrr‘_tuh__ m pasi

which might be reproduced. .
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My father used to tell me that you never could tell what‘ygg_q,‘;‘};

VYRZ - p 3% P

wrote an editorial. One of them attracted Greeley's at
and he wrote to Bromley about it. Mrs. Bromley wrote hihki
told him I wrote it, and then he asked me to go down to “ii t6tﬁ?
g0 on the Tribune staff.

"Ihat was in the fall of 1863. He sent me to lugn;pgig;;
Sam (?) Uilkinion was the head of the Tribune office 1n'Ii.h$g¢§§§,
and he sent me to the “enate galloryﬂg It was a good‘leortﬂh§0 §1_
me. I met a lvt of 1m@ortant'msn - Roscoe Conklin among_th@nq__!h‘”
wrote me a letter just before he died. Stanton ';a a funny'tilliiﬁ
Ho‘iénucd an order (when?) that no civilian should ontcr-th§~§gifi_
Some of the boys on the Tribune staff were up thlfc tlnn@dﬂiffﬁii?
thought they could not go back. I said to one of them, Liij;”'6 '

down anyway. He said, ';t'a no use, we can't get in.! I_iq&d,l*f-;

do until you tried.' So we walked to the front - 25 miles or sos
One night we stayed in a negro’s cabin. Finally we picked uﬁ"thﬁﬂ~ ‘

army at nnnnSasu; and ‘then vE telegraphed some news back to

Wilkinson and I told him he could do ihat he pleased with me.

"Well, they let me stay. Then I went with Hancoeck to

Culpepper, and afterwards I was with Grant.

- Here Mrs. Wing came in and said that Gideon Welles

has something to say about Wing in his lomaira)*-l must look t
up before next meeting. For next interview get what h..eaﬁfﬁ'

about Greeley, also about Greeley and Lincoln.




