~ aba|j0D Auayba||v ‘AreiqiT 18na||ad ‘suondsjjo) je1oads 600z ‘ebew| eubig

October 17, 1039

Dear Mr. Hills

I am not really as ungracious.a person
as my long delay in replying to your letter of last
May would justify you in thinking.

1 did appreciste your letter and would
have answered at once but that I had been foolish
enough to overwork and about that time was obliged
to go. into retirement. 1 came out on lLabor Day,
but found such an accumulation of things that I have
just gotten arourd to my correspondences

And now to your letter. Of course I am
pleased that you liked "All in the Day's ¥ork" and I
am particularly pleased if somethinz I sald led you
to revise your determ nation to read nothing more about

Ibrehem Linecoln. It was a bad resolution, dear Mr. Hill.

There is son 3 nlversal about the men that we
can rd to mak a life-long study. ,

You ask me where Lincoln got his min tes
to the Constitution of 17687. He owned Elliott's
Bebates on the Bedersl Constitution and his speech shows
to what good effect he studied those debates. A Where
he fot them, I do not know, or if I ever had any
authority for seying where he got them it is gone from
mes And 1 have not my notes at hende As a matter of
fact I have been turning over all my Lincoln material
to my old Colleze - Allegheny at Meadvills, Fenmsylvania
where they are setting up & Lincoln room, not g show
ecollection but a working collection with the hope that
it can be integrated into undergraduate work, work on
biography writing, on the development of America, etc.,
etce I have not ot the scheme worked out fully yet,
but my experience sc far makes me hopgful that it can
be done practicallye f
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If you want any more information on
the sources for the Coo Union speéch why not apply
to Mr. M. L. Hasuser in gﬁigria, Illinois. BHe 1s

our present chlef authorify on the books that Lincoln
reade -
!

Thenking you for your letter and

apologizing agein for my long delay In answering it,
belleve me :

Falthfully yourw

P.3. L am glad you heve a garden and I am élad
it helps you to keep steady in this troubled
worlde

Hr. Geerge R- Bill
14 Horth Center Street
Joliet, Illinois
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