FAPCLEON BOBAPAR!I.

Nobody who has lived in modern tinu has so stirred tp ﬁl
wru es lapoleon Bomoparte, upset s0 many old things and -wm
80 mény new ones. lNo -men ever lived who had more feith in Mt “
powers -~ and less respect tor those of other men, Also Napo
had an unususl combinaetion of those personal qualities 'lhidl 011
end interest men. It 18 nearly & hundred years since he 4 .
out of sctive 1life, but his story is more rather than lees -
ag time goes on. :

There was nothing in his birth or schooling or hie ﬂalt L
aotivities 1in live to lead one to expect an unusual career. His i}
family was poor and servile; his rather trading on his name and : .- ]
his acquaintances to feed, eddcate and place his femily.

The most promieing thing ebout young Bonaparte was his re-
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sentment &t "hie servility and his own flat refusal to partiecipate in ' |
1t to help himself. Throughout his boyhood in the Lsland of Corsica '
where he was born in 1769 - during the six years he spent at ulnol.

in rrance and the eight years of intermittent militm service '}iioh..

followed hie first appointment at the ege ot sixteen to & Ioﬂll
lieutenaney - he lived s tempestuoms imner life. Ambition for hilv-‘

self, devotion to his ramily and love for Corsica, hetred of nm.
sympathy for the new ideas or human righte which were 'ﬂrﬂu m
these sentiments kept the mind and heart of the young otﬂnr !q

tumult and made him waver between lllogimu to the land in ma !n

was born and whioh had treined hin: between the ocareer of a
which was hic passion and & career of money meking, in order to
his brother, settle his sisters and put his mother in & secure




. army in the field. It took eizht monthe to defeat it llll

il
It 18 quite fair, I think, to cheracterise his olrla em
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&8 $hat 07 sn sdventurer. s was watehing for a ohénee and had lﬂ
terminéd to take it when 1t offered itself. It whs n%hg moment
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when he was in disgrece for having refused the orders of hm supe:

in the army to sccept a certsin commsnd, that the chsmee e Wil *“‘}—‘ﬂ‘ 
fhe Convention in whigh at that moment the rrench Go men
oentered, wa: attached by the revolting rmuin..
particular sympathy with the Convention, in raet he had more !&ﬁl& L
rebels, but when one of his friends in the Goulmmu+ho knew m 5
ability as an ertillery orficer asked him to take charge of the M
protecting the Tuilleries, where the Convention sat, he accepted with
huit.;ation, but having eccepted, he did his work with a skill and "
dering which earned him his first importent command that of gemeral-
in-ghief of the rrench Army of the Interior. vour months leter he
was made commander-in-chief of the Army of ltaly. The Army which
was disputing the concuest of Northern ltaly by Auestria.
It was & ragged, dis usted a2nd half-revolting Army, thu
Aymy of ltaly - one whieh for threwe years had been characterized
mainly for 1nutivify without waiting even for shoes, mw e 4
commander started them out swiftly on a oInpaign which for fiﬂ&l‘ ?

strategy, for rapidity of movement, for dash and courage 1n atta.

was unlike enything surope had ever seen. In less than 1*‘ '
he drove his opponents from Itely and Lombardy and hed the ¥
of his Army shut up in ¥antua. The Austriand shortly Illlﬁ Y

Mantus, put it was eccomplishdd in that period.

Qle.l‘! ravawa . aocmAuke Oh~"




treaty he 'tomd & new republic in Horthern Italy and mede & m ; ik o i

to evenge her disasters. With helf the number Sonaparte advanse o

to met thi_ilrohduko and @rove him step by step to 'hn'nl-.'. Aﬂ.f; :
year and geven months of campaigning General Bonlplﬂh. ﬂ” onty-

eight years of age signed his first treaty ror Framce. By

eastern frontier for rrance. Before the treaty, honvcr'. he had
filled her empty treasury, had loaded her down with famous worklt_@,;" "];
and had given her & new plaee in =urope. A place which he had ’m :

he could c=ustain. ‘
The glory or the Itelisn cempaign thrilled the rrench people,
but it disturbed the politicians in power. BHonaparte saw that if the -
Government could manage it he would have no rurther opportunities !'or : N
distinguishing himself. It was this sense that led him to urge that
Englend - that only netion then in arms aceinet rrance - be attached
by invading Lgypt. The Government consented promptly. 1t was a
way of disposing of tonararte. That the Governement did nof dream,

of oourseﬁ» was thet Bonaparte with his army, hopec to found an Urien-

tal ﬁingdon of which he should be the ruler! : L “3
But nothing went as he expeoted. He sufrered terr o f

reverses which he knew the Government at home would use to k“bru_k_ his
hold on the people; his supplies ind intformation were out :o!'f;lit.l
prestige in his own army weskened; his ﬁith- in his logti_ny was ;
shaken. Thet the effect of this bed fortune 'u' not Ior. then |
nin-deop was clear enough when he accidentally leerned that 'IHMI
were in very bad way in rrenge; that much of what hp had gniml h
ltaly had been lost end that Autris and kussian were mnrlu : n

invasion.
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Promptly end seoretly Honaparte slipped out of Lgypt lni
before the powers kmew of his intention he was in Franee and the
people were welooming him as their deliverer. He was ready to be
Just that. 1t wae no great trick for & man of hisl daring Mnﬂ- o
oity, adored by & populasce, to overturn & aiscredited lnd' 1uﬂ‘ltm

Government and make himself a dietator. It was done in & few vmu " o
and rrance hed & new form of Government - & Consulate nf which m

was & First Consul and ngrto was the rirst Consul.
y: The most brilliant and fruitful four years of Napoleon

 Boneparte's 1ife rollowed for it wes thenm that he set out to bring

order and pesce to & country demoralised &and exhasusted by generations v 7
0f plundering oy privileged classes followed by & decade of rﬂ'phtioi
against privileges. France needed new machinery of all ki_mls' and
this Bonaparte set out to supply. There were many people who regarded
him 88 & great genersl but to their amazement he now proved himself

a remarkable statesman. | '

He attached the uestion of the national income like & veteram
finsneier. = The first matter wae re-organising taxation. He neoodal
in distributing the burden more Jnstly then had ever been known h :
¥rance . The texes were fixed so that each knew what he had to pay
and the inordinate graft which tax collectors and polioo hndiﬂmlo '
was out off, . llu finaneial institutions were devised; ma, M M
sank of h‘wpo . The economy he instituted in the tb‘nul.ht, ‘lh i
ermy; his own houuhou. everywhere that his power extended, UQI r:lm
and minute, thore wes mo esespe.  The waste snd pmuﬂmm pm
vaded the oonntry begen to give way m- the first time unﬂ m "._:__j - :
volution. = LT
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Industries of a2ll kinas hud aichm in ﬂn long pch ﬂ’ m g
war. Bonaparte undertook their revival by one of the most MI!'I
application ever made of the dootrine of Protection ~ he even at-
tempted to meke his women folk wear no moh not made in Franee. l:l.l '
interest in égrioulture was juet 2c keen and his personal ncmm

m interterence of the same nature. The prosperity of the m

try wae stimulated greatly by the publiec works Bonasparte m.ma;,. i
One can go no wbci-o in France today without finding them. It m
he who set the country at road building - some of the most -mlﬁm’i
highways in surope were laid out by him, ineluding those over four et
Alpine pesses. He paid great attention to improving re. Mﬂ
now at Cherbuurg, Harve and Nice, as well as &t Flushing tnd Mﬁnﬁ :

Bo*u'to planned and began. As for Paris his ambition was boundless

and he is rolponsiblo for eome of its finest features and monuments, .
His greates civil achievement was undoubtedly the u&iﬁé _
cation of the laws and it was the one of which he was the pﬂ“'ﬂ.
That he contributed much to the Code Napoleon beside thq drivium ]
that igsisted that it be promptly put through, there is no louw. "us ;
His great contribution was the inestimable one of common alum le e
no patience with meaningiess precedents, eonventions and toqhaM&m
He wanted lawe thet everybody could understand and would rnunim an

necessary and Just.
Fothing mosr daring was nndortaken in this period by ﬁom

then his re-establishment of the Catholiec Chureh and his m 0! s

Revolution. It was an sttempt to reconeile and rpn.”- m*m R’

thousands of members of the old regime driven out of the
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powerful enemies of the Revolution, the two whigh the rirst 0.:'&11
knew Furope would never cease to fight to restore to power. There iii.i”
of course great opposition in redical and republiecian cireles to both
ventures. ' | : Bl

"het Napoleon aimed at was to fit together all fio di!!bl!ﬂi
elements which made Frence under & government which he should direct
and then to impose upon them all peage, industry and loyalty. f ] :m
ering the character and history of the élemente he was working u!il, ihiu

degree of his success is ‘U'ne of the wonders of stateoraft. As o
went on, however, he was subjeoted to more and more jeslousy, oritii—
iem amd intrigue. And as he saw his power questioned his grlln
tightened. He even began to employ the tactice of despote, espion-
age, censorships, summery punishments. The upshot of the attachs .
upon him and of hie determination to improve hie own will was ﬁﬁiﬁril
1804, when he wee thirty-five yesrs old he had himeelf made kmperor
of the rrench. I think that there is no doubt that Napoleon bqliOVOd
that this was the only method by whigh he could make his position of
¥rance in aurope impregneble, but that he was willing to play the Em-
peror there wae no doubt. The dreem of & throne where he would rule =
for the welfare and happiness of everybody concerned mo doubt, but rule
brilliantly and absolutely, had never left his mind sinece bdoyhood -~ and
now it was a tect accomplished.

The psectacle which followed is almost unbelievsble.  Napo-
leon with perfecfeeriousness set about to train himeelf, hﬂl-l".‘l&.

but vein and unprincipaled ympress, Josephine, his selfish Ill vilalt




family, his train of swaggering intimates of n‘ ntu. ﬂd&i -g. ” :,.
etiquette, ceremonies and dignity of a court. He worked !iih iuﬁ '_éiig?;i
same energy, attention to dotails and with the same gnlitnnnq qn‘ o
complete obedience as when directing & campasign. ""x'fi
court schieved real brilliesncy end dignity, but to those born u'ﬂu
purp;n it was always an npatart'l court, Thet it wes far end : i ey *?
IIIV lnro moral, economie and orderly as well as more lorviqtaltn.tp‘ ' |
Frange counted for little to thoee of the old rogima.

1
The year after Napoleon was orowned smperor of the rrinih “;2  ]
( 18040 he had hime 1f eorownea king of Italy. The territory h' “'- f; 4%
governed included not only these two countries but &$h several Ge!!ﬂiiﬂf‘J \j
States, It was enormous power and the o0ld kingdoms of “urope Eagbkrff g
land, Austria and Huseia looked on in dismay. It was not only'htl'fé:[.
power, backec as it was by his genius, but it was the ideas he was '
epreading. Everywhere he went he put his new code of laws into

forece - and preached, even if he did not always prectice, personal ' 3
1liberty, equality, berore the law, religioms toleration - ideas whioch |
his en;niol feared more then they did armies.

i ooslition sgainst him wes inevitsble snd in 1805 he took
the 1isld again. The campaigna which followed closely in'th. Ii:i"zb
four years ineiude some of hia most interesting military !bctlo- the
battle of Ansterlits, or'ﬁﬁioh he was proudest himsajf; the clh.ptgu
of Jorra by which he humbled Prussis, imoressed Fremeh torriibl’@"rl;
1y and won the Czar of Ruseis as en sllay; the war on Spain ﬁlJ nd;
in his own deserved defeat(Napoleon at 5t, Helena ehlrlot-tisjﬁf;f;_
attach on Spain as "unjust), "oynieal", "villianous”); the yempaden
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-~ AUEt¥Ia. Napoleon apparently believed that on the birth of an iR

‘orders were too severe. A revolt ageinst his monetrous assumption .

A

At the end of these four years Napoleon saw hinaolt‘ﬂii

praéticel master of Europe - the only natione not subservient il ;f';
pover beéing England which was &t leust temporarily quiet. nai 4
orected an Empire, but what wes he to do with it. He hed nmo !ni!$  ?£
o provide for one he carried out & plan long eonsidered, be divuau‘l

the Smprese Josephine and married agéin, The new Lmpress was tlp :
dsughter of the old end now humbled ensuy of France, the k-uuoiifﬁ¥ . i

heir France would accept him fully end that Xurope would cesse to !htr
and resent his power. He wes wrong. He had stripped too many of '
wedlth and position; outraged too many social and religious oonvoatiﬂl!
set in motion too meny ideas hostile to those thet Europe as & whoi; '
lived by. His demands on subjects end allies were toonhQavy and
partiounlarly the one which he had most at heart, that no Continental
nation should allow a dollar's worth of “nglend's goods to cross ite

borders. His punishment of those who displeased him, disobeyed his

was ineviteble.

.h“‘; oy

1t wes with his ally, Russie, that the first break éii;;
That Napoleon wes stertled by the idee of wer with Alexander and sough
to prevent it, wae certsin, but Alexander refused to yileld to htt‘dn-.
mand that the embargo against English goods be enforced, The d-é
bargo he had set down &s "the fundamentel law of the ¥mpire”. fThere )
was nothing to do but settle it by arme and in the summer of W ﬂﬁ ;
an army of 225,000 men, he began & relustent and hesitating ntﬂl lm
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‘paign - twéhty-—ono monthe l:ter ‘aris cepitulated to his allied enemies

the immediate attagh upon him by the allied powers of Surope; hie do-

~9-
against mussia. It was a campaign of ttrﬁblo disasters. The
Rugsiane retreated before him letting cold end hunger do the mx Qt
battles. o effectively did they work that the ¥French army wWas L
tical)y destroyed. The nussian cempaign 18 one of the most
in history. 1t was but the beginn ng of his over-throw. m-
der raised the ory "deliver murope”. Stein and other libersl minds
ralliecthe youth of the German states in & league, pledged to fight |
for nationel freedom. Hig sllies and dependences began to lm ﬁl B
the return of lost territories as & price of loyalty - France ronncl

at the prospeots of continued bloodshed. The ocempeigns thrust upon
him oy all these forees were fought, but frequently wdthout his o0ld
genius,

1t was June of 1812 when lNapoleon begeén the Hussian cam-

and a few weeks later he had exchaenged the greatest Empire modern “urope
had seen géthered under one man for the 11&10 lsland 1t xlba, A 4
| His dremetic escape from £lba, the sourry out of mnni at
newe of his arriwal of &ll who haa opposod him leaving the coast i
practiocslly clear for him, the rally of the army and people to himy g

feat at "aterloo and speedy exiie to 5t., Helena - meke perhaps the . A
most dramatie auaoouion of events in all history end it is not he who i
loses by the record of them, theugh it ends in his captivity, m-f et
napoleon & prisoner on an uland 600 miles from land is Hapoleon mn.,
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He is there because of his eonqueror's fear of him. No m
trioute to one man's power was aver paid then that of Surope Iiﬂ_

knglish leadership she consentad €A aswddw- =%







