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LITERARY.

RHYME OF AN IDLE HOUR.

I sit among the falling leaves,
This golden autumn day ;

And far away from present scenes
My idle fancies stray.

There’s much, I know, to see and hear,
And much to do and learn

From out this wonder-working age,
Whichever way we turn.

It may be an ignoble thing
T'o sigh for quiet hours,

And seck to steep the tired sense
In balm of lotus flowers,

I must confess to idle words,
And spells of dreamy thought,

When ali the wondrous goings on
Spuflk 1o my soul for ;l:\u;’;lll.

And so this rich October day
Hath a rg_-lslth spell,

And drawn h;. yielding fancies back
Where olden memories dwell,

I see my native hill tops flaunt
Their banners bright mti gay

And through the valley’s pg.u_n.[!ui length
‘The river winds its way.

The village map.u flame and burn,
T :(;hul by the autumn fire,

And glitters in the mellow sun
‘The well-rememnbered spire.

Fair youthful faces come and go,
And voices greet my ear

Whose cherished tones I have not heard
For many a weary year.

How different is the world to-day
In which we strive and wait,

Whose feet have not already pnsui
The angel-guarded gate.

A glorious age, a wondrous time,
e breathless haste along,
With scarce an hour to sit and sing
A scrap of olden song.

No poet for these modern times,
I hear the critics say,

Is he who steeps his tervid thoughts
In poppies of Cathay.

Who to the music of the past
Will set his rythmic song,
While in the present, unperceived,
High inspirations throng.

Yet sometimes, weary of the glare,
‘I'he noise, l]n_ rush, the strain,

"Tis sweet in thought to wander back
‘T'o calmer p:lllm again,

The cagle well may seck the sun,
His strong wing cannot tire,

Nor can his clear, proud eye be dimmed
By the unclouded fire.

Yet in the meadows, still and |uw,
The small brown thrush may sing,
And hear unmoved the rushing sound

Of proudly soaring wings,

DISTANT VIEWS.

E. M. WOOD '79.

The sphere of man’s existence is confined, at
most, to a narrow world; while his vision takes
in boundless realms of space. The limits of the
other senses are indeed contracted compared
with the vast domains of sight. The greater part
of what w= see is distant; but a small proportion,
near. Not least, then, among the benefactions of
a benign Creator, is the provision by which dis-
tant objects are compelled to contribute to our
happiness. But the measure of our gratification
is not limited to this fact; for separation lends
additional charms to the scenes of nature, and
they are most soul-thrilling which are seen from
afar. There is a peculiar fascination in distant
views. This is, perhaps, not explained by the
principles of Esthetics, yet is conceded as an axi-
omatic truth by all who truly admire the scenic
beauties of nature. 'We may stoop with exquis-
ite enjoyment to examine atiny flower or crys-
tal; yet the spell which they cast over us is neces-
sarily temporary, and we look for our prolonged
draughts of pleasure to the extended landscape,
the billowy ocean, or the fleecy clouds. From
nearly every standpoint, the eye loves best to
dwell on the distant. Away before us the hill-
sides seem to slope in regular lines; the river
meanders in graceful curves; the green forests
assume a richer hue; and the autumnal woods
arc invested with a greater variety of tints. The
purple mountains as they loom up to greet the
sky, secem enveloped with a mystic beauty and
grandeur. The distant landscape appears to be a
perfect representation of harmony in variety.

A lover of nature never feels satisfied until he
has explored those far-away scenes, and discov-
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ered what it is that gives them their peculiar en- | can we sce their defects or properly estimate their

chantment. He sets out with a vague feeling
that there the earth mustbe more charming and
romantic than where he stands. But as he jour-
neys along, his path is still beset with weeds and
dust and briers. The way even grows more

rough and difficult as he clambers over jagged

rocks and up steep inclines ; but he never realizes |
the goal so full of wondrousbeauty. Even should |

he mount some lofty peak and look back, he
would perceive beauty enthroned in the distance
whence he came, and not on the rugged moun-
tain where he stands. He has learned the force
of the truth “Distance lends enchantment to the
view.”

Many of nature’s works are beautiful 02/y when
seen from afar. The cerulean color and majestic
grandeur of the ocean cannot be discerned from a
short range of vision. Could we visit the planets
we would probably find nothing of particular
beauty ; yet when the mighty universe, with its
countless sparkling jewels, is spread out before
us in a single view, every soul is inspired with
awe and admiration at the sight. The rainbow,
with all its marvelous beauty, is but falling rain.
The light feathery clouds of a summer day, or
the gorgeous masses at sunset, were we envel-
oped by them, would provebut a cold, damp mist.
Sometimes, in a fanciful mood, we have longed
to leave the disagreecable scenes of earth, and
dwell in those mysterious realms of the sky. How
great would be our disappointment, could we en-
ter their strange domains !

And so it is with our views of the FFuture. The
vallev of youth is surrounded by the stately
heights of manhood, the roscate garden of mat-
rimony, the golden eminence of wealth, and the
purple mountains of fame. They smile on us
with a delusive charm; and lure us forward with
a glance full of false promises. Not until we ap-
proach them, do we learn that they too are covered
with dust and weeds and common herbage. We
press forward so eagerly after wealth and fame,
because the difficulties and many annoyances
which throng those higher positions, are hidden
from our eyes. Not before we have acloserview

advantages.

The youth longs for the liberty and authority
of manhood. He obtains it; but in its train fol-
low heavy responsibilities, hard labor, and haras-
sing vexations. With aching limbs and throb-
bing brow, he looks anxiously forward to old age
for leisure and relief from these heavy burdens
and tiresome duties. It comes at last; but not
alone. With it are enfeebled sight, a tottering
frame, and a failing mind. He soon realizes that
the happiest portion of his life, was that farthest
back in the past.

There is a similar delusion in the realm of phi-
losophy and thought.
nothing is satisfactory.

Nothing is permanent,
An idea may be grasped
with eagerness to-day, but when closely examined,
flaws are discovered, and it is abandoned tomor-
Popular opinion swings back and forth like
a pendulum--always seeking a change--ever grasp-
ing something new and distant. Monarchies and
Infidelity is
at one time in the ascendant; but soon yields to
the returning wave of Christianity.

row.

republics are alternately accepted.

Romanism
and Protestantism seem to have their successive
seasons of public favor. Luther from being a
most rigid Catholic, renounces his old opinions
and rushes to an opposite extreme. In his sud-
den and exalted appreciation of Faith, he almost
denies the efficacy of good works. In our own
country the principles of the two great political
The
cheers of the one have hardly died upon our ears,
before the strong current of public opinion has
completely changed, and victory is turned into
defeat. 'What can better explain this vacillation

parties struggle with ever varying success.

of opinions, than that mystifying glamour which
shrouds the new and distant ?

The law of “like seeks like " performs an im-
portant office in binding the bonds of friendship ;
yet beyond and contrary to this also operates our
principle of the “attractive distant.”” Through
its agency, natures widely and essentially dissim-
ilar are drawn together as by a mysterious influ-
ence. A fair proportion of the happiest unions,
either of friendship or marriage, are formed from
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elements almost opposite in their physical appear-
ance, mental views, or moral characteristics.
Remote views of the past are especially fraught
This is illustrated by
the frequent references we hear to “the good old
fimes.” It is only an illusion that can exalt the
pleasures and privileges of the past over those of
the present. The arts ofcivilization are advanced,
opportunities are increased, and the world is bet-

with a mystic fascination.

ter to-day than a hundred or a thousand years
ago.
greeable prosy phases, and we have an exaggera-
ted idea of the advantages of those ages. By at-
mospheric refraction, the descending sun in the
heavens appears more and more elevated above
its true position, until it is entirely lost beyond
the horizon. So the past is continually magnified
in our estimation, until it completely disappears
in the waves of Lethe.

The customs and opinions of ages long gone |
by possess a mysterious charm. Through the in- |

fluence of intervening time, coarse ignorance of-

ten appears to be honest simplicity ; barbarous |

pugnacity is changed to sturdy valor ; and vague
mysticism becomes sound philosophy. It
sometimes said that history or biography cannot

is

be impartially narrated when the events occur
during the lifetime of the writer. It may be true;
but modern history with all its prejudice, is sure-
ly more reliable than ancient history with its de-
Many of the usages of the Christian
Church have no Divine authority ; but are rever-
enced and rigidly maintained from the antiquity
of their use. Inthe poetic words of Coleridge

lusions.

“Time consecrates, and what is gray with age be- |

comes religion.”

Men, too, are most revered in their memories. |

It is from the exaltation of a
man'’s character in posthumous fame that most of
the world’s mythology has sprung.

creased brightness.

This principle also finds application in our per-

sonal recollections. Distance lends enchantment

| to the dullest and most painful happenings oflife ;
|
|

But the lapse of time has hidden their disa- |

and they possess a real interest when reviewed in
after years. The adventures of travelers and sail-
ors, which they so delight to recount, were not
all agreeable when they happened. Most of them
secemed unqualified trials, and were encountered
with dread and reluctance; now their remem-
brance brings only a feeling of satisfaction and

justifiable pride. The veteran of the battle-field,

' whom a cruel ball has seriously maimed for life,
| and thus foiled of his most cherished anticipa-

tions, does not regret the battle which has cost

| him these years of disability. No! he rather re-

| joices in the agreeable recollections which that

It has been aptly said that if a man wishes his |

full meed of esteem and praise, he can only obtain
it by death. Shakespeare puts a false sentiment
into the mouth of Antony, in theexpression, “The
evil that men do lives after them; the good is oft
intered with their bones.” The contrary is more
nearly true. A great gulf separates a man’s his-

tory after his death. So his faults are lost in the |

distance ; while his virtues shine forth with in-

once sore affliction now provides him.

Every one can see the same fact, to some de-
gree in his own life. The circumstances which
formerly gave rise to painful thoughts, after the
lapse of time become imbued with interest and
beauty. Forbidden to enjoy anticipated fishing
excursions, obliged to perform onerous chores
compelled to drudge tedious hours in a dreary
schoolroom, and daily confronted by adventures
difficulties, and accidents, our childhood was oc-,
cupied with much that seemed irritating and ar-
duous, if not grievous and oppressive. But now,

' as we look back to those experiences from a dis-

Then
and utterly

tance, they seem delightful incidents oflife.
they appeared prosy, discouraging,
devoid of one redeceming feature. Now they are
tinged with considerable poetic beauty. They
give varicty to our history, encouragement to
our endeavors, and vivacity to our memories.

Among the teachings of “Distant Views” it is

{ notdifficultto perceive twoimportant lessons—one

of Caution, and one of Contentment. False views
of life and untried systems of philosophy are be-
ing continually thrust into prominence. Hydra-
headed skepticism is ever presenting some new
phase of error, and luring us on with a fascina-
tion like that which envelopes the distant moun-

Ly
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tains.
nevertheless be careful how we accept opinions,
which are untested by time and a close examina-
tion. We can find no sounder advice on this sub-
ject than the words of Paul, “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.”

And, again, as we cast our eyes into the Futurf:,
it is well that we do not long too eagerly for the
emoluments of wealth and fame; forthere issure-
ly deception in that enticing glance. The Past
was not, nor will the Future be what they appear
to us now. Let us rightly value the present, for
it onlyis reliable. And then when troubles come;
when difficulties and trials meet us; and when
the responsibilities of life grow irksome, let us re-

Disowning extreme conservatism, let us

recall the familiar line of Virgil, “ Perhaps even ,'

this may hereafter be remembered with pleasure.”
Though these burdens press heavily now, yet a
day will come when we shall rejoice that neces-
sity imposed them upon us—not only because
they have proven a necessary experience, but also
because their memories will afford
pleasant thought—many a beautiful view.

us many a

“THE COTTER’'S SATURDAY NIGHT.”

There is one place where travelers through
Scotland always stop, and that is the Alloway
Kirk, just outside the town of Ayr.

Alloway Kirk is in itself famous enough to call
one to the neighborhood, but near by is a low
thatched cottage ‘built of straw and clay, and
about this place still greater interest centres. It
is a Cotter's home, and the Cotter who once lived
there was the father of Scotia’s famous poct,
Robert Burns.

Let us sit here in the door-way and learn from |
Burns’ own words something of those who lived |

in this low house, what they did, what they
thought and felt.

“The Cotter's Saturday Night” tells the story
of their life in a charming way, and to go over it
here will, perhaps, add interest to it.

One has wonders as he surveys this humble

dwelling if it could ever scem home-like ; how

anything but discomfort, discontent and unhappi-

ness could find a shelter here ; but turning to our
book we find that the most perfect picture of
happiness and true religion that is found in all
literature is drawn from a scene in this humble
home.

The story opens at night-fall one Saturday in

November. 5
“The toil worn Cotter frae his labor goes,

This night his weekly moil is at an end ;
Collects his spades, his mattocks, and his hoes,
Hoping the morn in case and rest to spend,
And weary, o’er the moor, his course doeshomeward bend.”
Hardly a pleasanter picture could be drawn
than that which meets him at the door:
“His wee bit ingle, blinkin’ bonnily,
His clean hearth-stane, his thriftie wifie’s smile,
The lisping infant prattling on his knee,
Does a’ his weary, carking cares beguile,
An’ makes his him quite forget his labor an’ his toil.”
Would that those few lines might be studied’
in homes of high and low degree. The inmates
might learn lessons worth more than wealth and
position. -
But by-and-by the elder bairns come drapping in,
At service out amang the farmers roun’;
Their eldest hope, their Jenny, woman grown,
In youthful bloom, love sparkling in her e’e,
Comes hame, perhaps to show a bran new gown,
Or deposit her sair-won penny fee,
To help her parents dear, if they in hardship be.”
Burns’ love for home and family is strongly
shown in the picture that follows. The happy
greetings of brothers and sisters, their kindly in-
quiries for one another’s welfare, and the merry
laugh and talk that follows are very touching and
natural. Indeed, one of the most weird descrip-

| tions of the poem isthat of the family seated about

the room:
“The mother, wi’ her needles and her shears,
Gars auld claes look amaist as weel’s the new,

The father mixes 2’ wi’ admonition due.”

This describing simple, common affairs in life

| is one of our poet’s characteristics, and he says of

himself that he strives to do nothing more than
to sing the sentiment and manner he felt and saw
in himself, and his rustic compeers.

L.ove songs scem to be spontancous with
Burns, and we find them as abundant as sonnets

in Shakespeare. He would never have a home
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without a pair of lovers in it, and so we are not
-astonished that

“A rap comes gently at the door,

Jenny, wha kens the meaning o’ the same,
Tells how a neebor lad came o’er the moor,
To do some errands and convoy her hame.”

#* * #* * %
“Wi’ kindly welcome Jenny brings him ben;
A strappin’ youth, he takes the mother’s e’e.”

The cordial welcome this strange lad meets
from all the family is sincere and expressive.
The whole household unites story and laugh for
his entertainment until the simple supper of
“halesome parritch” is spread, when, in honor of
the visitor, the mother brings out her well-saved
cheese.

“The cheerful supper done, wi' serious face,

They round the ingle form a circle wide;

The sire turns o’er, with patriarchal grace,

The big ha' Bible, ance his father’s pride ;

He wales a portion with judicious care,

And ‘let us worship God !’ he says, with solemn air.”

A friend of Burns says that he often remarked
that he thought there was something particularly
venerable in the phrase “Let us worship God,”
used by a decent, sober head of a family introdu-
cing family worship, and it is to this sentiment
of the author that the world owes “The Cotter’s
Saturday Night.” This part of the poem which,
in the closing scene of the evening, is the gem
of the piece. ‘

There is a reverence about it which one rarely
finds equalled in such description, and it seems
very appropriate that after the worship is over,
“Then homeward all take aff their sev'ral ways,”
and the cottagers retire to rest.

One of the characteristics of this poem, and
one which is of great interest to us is the pleasant
philosophy it breathes all the way through.

To a man feeling himself capable of great
things, with mind and powers far above the ma-
jority of Princes and Nobles, it must have been,
at the least, irritating to feel that all advantages
of travel, culture and education were denied him;
yet in his poverty he learned the lesson of taking
what was provided, and being content. If some-
time he rails at Princes and Nobles, and says
they are but the breath of kings, and declares his

contempt for “lordling’s pomp” and “luxury’s
contagion,” we can forgive him freely, remember-
ing how his bitterness never lasted long. He
knew well how to check discontent by singing the
happy phrases of his poverty and hiding the hard
things.

From our seat in the door-way we look into
the living room, and the simple room, before so
dull and cheerless, has become wonderfully chan-
ged. We almost imagine we can see the family
about the old, deal table and hear the cheerful

| laugh and talk.

This simple, natural study of real life has shown
us what kindly feelings, sincere love and rever-
ence, will do; and as we leave the home of the
Cotter, we feel like saying with Burns,

“Long may these hardy sons of rustic toil,
Be blessed with health, and praise, and sweet content.
And, Oh! may Heaven their simple lives prevent

From luxury’s contagion, weak and vile.”

HARMONY.

W. BOWSER, '79.

A great many people seem unconscious of
living in a world of exquisite beauty and har-
mony. They gaze

catch no glimpse of harmony there.

into starry distance, but
They look
out upon the broad panorama of nature, but fail
to note the evidence of fitness and harmony that
shine forth from its every nook and corner.
Their eyes are closed to the scenes of beauty
that reveal the unbounded skill of nature’s artist.
Their ears are closed to the symphonies of the
world around them, whose silent melodies ever
touch the tender emotions of the earnest student
of nature.
no charm, nor does the music of the groves move
them in the least. To them life is a mockery,
and earth’s splendors an aggravation. Is this
Must man be insensible of the
Earnest inquir-

For them nature’s floral beauties have

human destiny ?
true glory of his surroundings?
ers, consider human susceptibilities, and you will
find sufficient answer. The very fact that man
is conscious of harmony, of melody and beauty,
is convincing proof that he is susceptible of these.
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If he is by nature capable of such high concep-

tions and pleasures, ought that endowment to be |
By the exercise of such powers, is |
there secured to man a loftier plane of existence, |

dormant ?

towering above that of the brute creation.

To deny the existence of harmony is incon- |
sistent with the established grounds of faith.
No theist, believing in the perfection of divine |

attributes, dare deny it. Boundless immensity
revolves its countless worlds according to har-

monized law, else divine perfection of designs is |

mere conception, without the reality. There is

the vast concave of the blue vault above us, no
agency to cause confusion in their course, no
discord in the silent motion of the heavenly
bodies. The over-joyed astronomer fails to see

settled confusion, off in the remotest regions of |

telescopic investigation.
exclaims, there is harmony above us, harmony
beneath us, and harmony all around us ! If this
be true of the heavens, so far as human investi-

gation has discovered, is our earth a fated excep-
| cation a passport to the grandest harmony of the

tion? Let us see.

Of all the splendid creations of this globe, man
is the chief of heavenly interest. For his good
all things else sweetly converge. He is the
chief care and concern of Deity. As the divine
character is known to mortals, as the tone of di-
vine management is that of mercy and tender
sympathies, God must provide for human happi-
ness—the one great end of human desire. That
he does is evident to all who sincerely trace out
the numerous channels of helpful influences.

Man is not cruelly thrown out into existence,
the simple toy of hostile forces, wants and influ-
ences, that encompass him on every hand. So
soon as he breathes the genial air, instinctive
nature comes to the rescue, fortified by the sug-
gestions of reason. His wants, though unex-
pressed, are anticipated by matured minds. The
weakness of youthful body and mind, apparently
inconsistent with the rugged features of the ex-
ternal world, is fully harmonized by the minis-
tration of helpful nature. In the strength of
manhood the unfriendly hindrances to livelihood

class?
no jar among the innumerable suns that illumine |

In ecstacy of soul he |
' such a medley of doubts and fears, perplexities

are entirely overcome by unswerving will-power
and trustworthy intelligence. So is it through-
out life. There is sufficient supply for all urgent
demands of man’s physical nature. Is all this
blank confusion, arethere no soft, mellow tones of
musical harmony in all this array of helpful in-
fluences ?

If we turn to the moral and intellectual life of
man, we also find that harmony permeates the
entire plan of human experience. But is this
true, cries the sceptical fault-finder of the cynic
We do not always have the bright sun-
shine on the arduous path of life.  Often times
does darkness of the deepest shade settle down
upon us. intellectual
griefs of most stifling character, beset us ofttimes
From the heights of

Business perplexities,

in their greatest power.
greatest joy we fall to the depths of intensest
sorrow. You ask, where is the harmony amid
and disappointments, sorrows and griefs. I ask,
is not the richest, the purest gold from the hot-
test, the most intense fire? Is not this purifi-

universe ?
crosses and unpleasantnesses are unduly magni-
fied. We take a wrong, a partial view of life’s
joys and sorrows. Do we not, many times,
fancy discord where harmony dwells?  But, ad-
mit that the discordant in life does really exist,
then harmony only bursts out in greater glory,
as the perfect, full, rounded plan of redemption
comes prominently into view. These temporal
surges of direful adversity, only precede and pre-

Besides, as a general thing, life’s

| pare for the undisturbed calm of settled quiet

Harmony of an all-wise purpose
It is all in

and peace.
sealed the rescue of fallen innocence.
harmony with an intelligence that is infallible:
Need we, then, despair of this life, must we
fancy it a pandemonium for the torture of har-
rassed souls? Is it discord that conciliates the
physical with the spiritual, that adapts the envi-
ronments of man to his nature and constitution,
that swings the seasons in their beauteous circle,
that furnishes the delights of lovely scenery in
manifold forms and shapes, that subjects the
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mighty elements to human control, and furn-
ishes all things essential to joy and happiness in
life?

After all, is not life just what we make it? If
we want we may transform the harmonies of our
existence into hopeless confusion. We may fancy
there is no sense of fitness in the refreshing dews
of early morn, in the secret springs of vegetable
life, in the genial sunshine, the mellow star-light,
that gives a peculiar charm to the whole face of
nature, in the social relation of man to man, in
everything that builds up to a nobler sphere of be-
ing. Thenlook notto the dark side of life. Student,
do not confine your vision to the narrow limit of

the present, to the period of wearisome study. |
In storm, think of the coming calm.
sity, look forward into the realms of soul-satisfy-
ing prosperity.
this is a world of confusion, jar and discord, but
of pleasing harmony.

In adver-

By no means foster the idea that

TASTE IN LITERARY WORKS.

It is not the purpose of this article to enter
into a metaphysical discussion on the subject of
Taste. It simply aims to present a few plain
thoughts that may be suggestive to students.
Taste is the quick perception of relations and
ability to combine in harmonious proportions.
This definition admits of a close test and will be
found comprehensive in all cases. The lady who
appears in a toilet that reminds one of Johnson's
lines,

¢ Still to be neat, still to be drest
As you were going to a feast,”
has been able to present this appearance in no
other way than by exercising good taste. If the
same person were to arrange the contents of a
room she never would allow any unpleasing
combinations to be made. She quickly sees
what will harmonize, and her deft fingers can
work wonders with the material given her.

It is this same perception and ability that
makes an artist. A picture has been defined as
“harmony presented to the eye,” and certainly
nothing could be a better description of the cre-
ations of master artists.

Taste is an innate quality and is possessed by
all persons in a greater or less degree. It may
be cultivated, and it is wonderful how much it
will change with cultivation. Exercising it on
one class of subjects improves it as regards all.
Taste in literary work is nothing different from
taste in art. A quick perception of the relation
of ideas, words and construction, and the ability
to combine these so as to bring about the de-
sired effect upon the minds to be reached, are the

true elements of a fine writer. Genius may pro-

' duce brilliant thoughts, but, after all, it is Taste

that gives to the world works of a literary merit
that are a source of unalloyed delight. - The del-
icate taste of Addison awakens pleasure fully

| equal to that derived from the original genius of

Shakespeare. No one but a person of cultured
taste can tell how important a faculty it is to one
who is to engage in literary work. No one but
he can experience the pleasure derived from the
true beauties of an author, or feel the pain at his
defects.

In the current literature of the times there are
many examples both of correct and perverted
taste. But what concerns us most is the kind
that is exercised in college literature, and more
particularly that employed in writing essays and
orations. It is admitted by all that good taste is
essential to a good production. Its violation in
a few cases may destroy the effect of the best
thoughts, just as improper arrangement of orna-
ments detracts from their natural value. Taste
should be an element running all through an
In the very first, much depends on the
choice of a suitable subject. It should be well
adapted to the mind of the writer and to the au-
dience, and well suited to the occasion. Itis a
mark of bad taste to attempt to treat a subject
about which one knows very little, or one in
which his hearers have little interest.

It is bad taste to try to write about anything
when one really has nothing to say. This leads
to lack of unity, which is among the chief
charms of composition. Many a good essay is
spoiled by being too long; the best of ideas will
not endure too much extension. Another fault

essay.
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in composition is too much ornament. This
causes a feeling not unlike that experienced
when one meets a very gaudily dressed person.
Too much ornament is no ornament at all but a
sad disfiguration.

There is a common exhibition of bad taste in
a certain kind of writing called moral essays, and
it consists in the fact that they contain matter fit
only for a sermon. A sermon has its place and
a moral essay has its place, but they should not
be combined in one effort. It is bad taste to
treat an ordinary subject as if it were of vital im-
portance. In treating such a subject it is well to
be comprehensive, but it is not good taste to feel

ohliged to begin with our first parents, or the |

creation of the world, and make application to
all the illustrious characters or important events
in ancient of modern times.

Every one can call to mind some common al-
lusion to the Savior or Creator of the world that
he has heard in these moral essays, and how dis-
tinctly he remembers the painful effect produced
upon an audience. Sometimes the effect changes
from the painful to the absurd. The sublime
should not be mingled with the commonplace.
It is a common thing to hear an essay of this
kind close with an exhortation to be good and
be happy, or, when one of these writers wishes
to make an unusually fine conclusion to his ordi-
nary essay, he will quote that beautiful but often
inappropriately quoted passage of Scripture—
“Well done, good and faithful servant,” etc.
The violation of good taste in these cases arises
from having no perception of the relations be-
tween common affairs and the highest possible
ideas that can be expressed, and when these are
combined the result is far from harmonious.
Another style of composition which suffers from
a violation of good taste is that which aims to
be humorous. Pure humor is one of the pleas-
antest elements that can be found in a production,
but it is often spoiled or marred by introducing
things which border upon the vulgar. If a per-
son finds that he cannot be humorous without
sacrificing his dignity, he would better drop his

humor entirely. A low order of wit in a literary
production is utterly inexcusable.

It has been said that taste may be cultivated.
If this is true, it is worth most strenuous efforts
to attain this culture, for no one can successfully
engage in literary work without a high develop-
ment of this faculty. The best way to cultivate
taste is to read carefully the authors who have
excelled in this respect.

PROF. SHEPPARD is coming again, and will be
o t=] ’

under the auspices of the ladies. He comes with

entirely new lectures; and having lectured in
this city for the last three seasons with good suc-
cess, he deserves to be well patronized. He is a
good elocutionist, and always treats his hearers

to a rich feast.

We have not been requested to say so, but it
should be well understood that the ladies are not
going to all the trouble and inconvenience which
this course of lectures must necessarily entail
upon them for the mere fun of it.

Money is needed to fix up their Society Hallin
a suitable manner,andthey haveadopted this plan
for raising it.  Money is their object for taking
hold of this course, therefore, whether student or
citizen, patronize the ladies. Do not make your
inability to attend an excuse not to buy a ticket.

| The ladies propose to give six entertainments for

one dollar.  No one can complain that it costs
too much to attend lectures when they can be
had for so small a sum. )

Also, during his stay, the Professor will lecture
on public speaking to all those desiring his in-
struction. _

These lectures will be free to all, and, as he
evidently * knows what he is about,” no one can
afford to miss them. A visit to any of the soci-
eties will convince anyone that such training is
much needed. Now is the time for each to gain
something in this line, and let none be so foolish
as to neglect his opportunity. “If you would
catch rain drops, you must do it when it rains.”

A book is a man’s best friend, and the only
only one he can shut up without giving offense.
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CuLTURE and refinement distinguish the civil-

ized and gentle from the semi-civilized and bar-
barous. These are attainments acquired by each
for himself.

To supply the want of food was man’s pristine
employment. It occupied the thought and was
the endeavor of all. Every grace and adorn-
ment, every asthetic principle and taste, which

has helped to turn the world into a vast picture |

gallery floored with a beautiful mosaic, has its
origin and spring in a necessity of man, the
necessity of food and raiment. To meet this want,
when the only aim and object were utilitarian,
was tiresome and arduous drudgery. But in toil
the @sthetic nature found rich, opportune ground
to assert itself, and by infusing itself into the
drudgeries of tilling the soil, stripped them of
very much of their distastefulness, and animated
and guided the spirit to provide for the wants of
social life, of diversion, of recreation, and others
incident to the fullest and most ornate develop-
ment of the perfectly cultured and refined. The
development of the asthetic nature is of great
importance. For can anything be really true
and good which is not at the same time beauti-
ful? The true, the beautiful and the good form
a trinity which the spirit discerns in unity. They

unite to form harmony. Take away the true,
and the beautiful and the good, united with the
false, would be incomprehensible. So is it to
take away any of the others. When the imagi-
nation lies dormant and the soul is encrusted in
a coating of natural or acquired ugliness, not the
starry heaven, nor the grassy earth, nor the flow-
ering hills, nor the babbling brooks, nor autumn’s
grandeur, not all nature and all art can stir the
spirit to anything ennobling or sublime.

What is being done in the college to quicken
and foster this faculty? Come, look at the Cam-
pus and form your own judgment. By nature
beautiful, by keeping extremely ugly. A few
much needed improvements would make it at
least respectable. First, the wash of the road is
turned into the northeast corner of the grounds
and renders that section, otherwise attractive, not
only unsightly but useless. If the trustees are
to blame for this reckless destruction of the
Campus surely they are deserving of severe cen-
sure. If the councilors of the city compel it tc
be so, it is shamefully disgraceful to the men and
the city for which they act.

The Campus is the finest park about Mead-
ville, and why greater interest is not manifested to
render it more attractive is most singularly
strange. If any trustee, councilman or citizen
can give a good reason why all the filth and rub-
bish off the continuation of North Main street
should be flooded into and over the college
grounds we would like to have it to file away
with the strange and interesting collections of the
cabinets, to illustrate the wisdom, prudence and
foresight of certain men who once lived, moved
and had a being.

The lake is another object of disgust. It
could be made by a little outlay very attractive
and would set off the grounds to good effect.
As it is, it is nothing but a filthy little pool.
Why not let the water out of it and give it a
thorough dredging before winter sets in? Cer-
tainly it would be the more sightly and enjoyable
next summer. The southwest corner of the
grounds has hitherto been unvisited by the stu-
dent and

unknown to the visitor. But since
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Park Avenue hasbeen completed it has become the
most conspicuous section of the Campus. Com-
ing up the avenue one can see only this section
until opposite the buildings. What a sight!
What briars! What brambles! What long
dead grass! What consummate ugliness meets
the eye! Is this the impression, which such
grounds must reflect, that is desirable?

We have now mentioned those wastes more
needy of correction and repairs, and shall, at
present, pass over the others.

If education be not alone utilitarian but refined

and spiritual, we demand that our surroundings |
| lars a year.

be put in perfect order for effecting the end.

THE way in which the Library is at present |
The conven- |

managed is very unsatisfactory.
ience of the students does not scem to be con-

sulted; and the result is that the large collection |

of books which the college possesses plays a
very insignificant part in her educational work.

We do not condemn the librarian for lack of in- |
terest in the library or for disregarding the stu- |

dents’ wishes and rights; on the contrary we |
think that he is deeply in earnest about the whole
matter; but it seems that certain changes could
be easily made that would lead to most beneficial

results. The flattering promises which were held
out to the students when the project of purchas-
ing a library was on foot are not yet forgotten.
There were those who feared, at the time when
the removal of the Society Libraries was ad-
vised, that the then interest would prove ephe-
meral.

If the Library is for the use of the students it
should be put on such a basis as that they may
derive the largest benefit from it.
then, be open when the student is on the grounds.

We fail to see why it cannot be at least man-
aged this year as it was last year.

The necessity of having some one to oversce
it, and the absence of a fund to provide for this
expense may be urged as a reason why it is not
so. But such a reason would be very weak and
insufficient. ‘

The institution claims to have no tuition fee,

4t should, |

but in reality takes the same thing under another
name.

Now, these misnomers, which are required
at the first of every term, amount to thirty
dollars a year, or upwards of eight thou-
They are
The em-

sand dollars, in the

collected for

aggregate.

incidental expenses.

| ployment of an assistant librarian would be

an incidental expense and one incident to the
advantage of every student. When this matricu-
lation fee was four dollars a term the students
who desired it possessed themselves of a good
Reading Room for the small sum of three dol-
This privilege was taken away, the
fee increased, and constant reports of more de-
sirable library facilities and advantages sounded
Our Reading Room to-day is noth-
ing compared with what it was then, and our
library advantages are but little improved. We
understand that a very small part of these fees
was voted to the Library last yesr and never
paid. Let us have straight out and out action in

in our ears.

these matters.

Messrs. Trustees, would it not be a good plan
to set apart five dollars out of every thirty for
these matters?

Tue deportment of the students has been in
the main, so far, very commendable. A few of
the boys seem to think, however, that it is charac-
teristic of the truly refined gentleman to resist
authority, act boorishly toward classmates, and
indulge in frequent, nasty improprieties.

The educated man should always be a good
law-abiding citizen; and such he can be only by
habituating himself to submit to authority in
cheerful, willing obedience. To pursue an oppo-
site course of action will involve him in all the
turmoils and perplexities which surely find the
Hence the need of cultivating
strict obedience while in the formative period of
life.

To act the gentleman toward everybody is a
quality of power not to be underestimated. No
one can be successful who uses his friends and

offender out.

associates and those with whom he deals in a
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careless, haughty or indifferent manner. Frank-
lin and Marshall College suffers at present on
account of the bad conduct of her Freshman and
Sophomore classes. The Freshmen considered
it amusement to haze the Sophomores and the

sequel is a Freshman very badly hurt, probably |

injured for life.
We do not anticipate that anything of this

kind will happen among us, but call attention to |

it to show the necessity of being gentlemen.
Again, if those young men—who, by the way,
are not even several—do not abandon the prac-
tice of placing the foul imagination of a filthy
heart upon whatever knife or crayon will eftect,
they need not feel any undue surprise at finding
their names in the public print.

Do not deceive yourselves in hoping that the
editors will not find you out. Skillful statesmen
have come to grief by trusting in such confidence.

« What's a fine person, or a beauteous face,
Unless deportment gives them decent grace ?”

It is quietly rumored that one of our professors
has fully embraced the aboriginal doctrine of the
“happy hunting ground” with dogs, gun and
abundance of game. It is said that he derives
much comfort from the thought that several of
his well-trained dogs have already passed over
the river and are awaiting their old master on
the other side. O, ye inquisition! ye doctors,
ye orthodox, what shall be done with the heretic?

SCIENZIELC

SOME OF THE CARNIVORA OF CRAW-
FORD CO.

FROM THE SCIENTIFIC CLUB.

The geographical position of Crawford Co-
makes it the natural home for many wild animals,
most of which, however, are among the things for-
ever past, and, as far as can be ascertained, there
is no record of them except that found in the
memories of old hunters who are fast approach-
ing the same oblivious state.

The great timber belt of Eastern America gives
special advantages to the Carnivora, and it is of
this order that this paper will treat entirely, en-
deavoring to call attention to some of the ani-
mals now extinct in this district, without pretend-
ing to enumerate every species that is indigenous
to this county.

Crawford County is situated in the timber belt,
and contains large forests at this day, though many
acres have been cleared and placed under culti-
vation.

The streams are numerous and flow toward
almost all points of the compass, some swiftly,
some slowly. The water is pure and clear, afford-
ing homes for many orders of fish. Several lakes
are within the boundaries of this county, among
which is Conneaut, the largest lake in the State.
The county has for the most part a hilly surface,
giving secure retreats to animals of all kinds.

Large swamps, too, are distributed over the county.

All these natural advantages lend to make it
the very best place for all kinds of game.

The family Felide was represented by the
genus Felis and Lyncus. Of the first the only
type was the panther. This animal has a roving
disposition and travels from place to place, always
keeping in mountainous districts,

Its habits are truly cat like, keeping in the shel-
ter of some friendly log or ledge duringthe day
and prowling about at night. :

Its food consists of thesmaller animals ranging
from the deer to porcupine, which it is said to
kill and eat when hungry. The panther has
the reputation of being a very formidable enemy,
and so blood-thirsty that he will attack man seem-
ingly for no other purpose than to kill him. This
is a mistake, no matter how many terrified hun-
ters affirm it to be true. The fact is the panther
is a coward and will only fight when driven to
it in self defense; then, it is true, he shows his
might and makes a hard fight for life. Itcan be
tamed if taken when young and makes a very
affectionate pet. Its cry is a shrill scream, com-
pared by those who have heard it, to the human
voice ; but many hunters say that the cry attribu-
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ted to the panther is made by a kind of owl,

and that the panther utters no call.

For many years none have been found in this
county, and it is barely possible that one could
wander from the mountains to these parts.

The next genus has two types, the Northern
Lynxand the Wild Cat. The Lynx has a trait
peculiarto itself when compared with the rest of the
family—it is not afraid of water and swims grace-
fully. Perhaps its fondness forefish caused it
to overcome natural scruples and develop in-
It, too, is a coward
It catches small animals and

to a semi-aquatic animal.
and is easily killed.
robs traps for its food. There are none in this
county at this date. The wild cat is by no
means a rare animal and has been found and
killed within the last five years in Crawford. Its
habits are similar to those of the lynx, and it is an
excellent climber. It is very cowardly and will
only fight when driven to it by dog or hunter.

The existence of the wolverine is somewhat
mythical, but tradition says that they were occa-
sionally found three fourths of a century ago.

The family Canidae has been well represented
and still has some species among the animals
found in this locality. The gray wolf was at one
time the terror of the sheepfold and a rich prize
for the trapper. A bounty paid for their scalps
very soon reduced their numbers and at the present
day there are none in the bounds of the county-
The black wolf has been caught in Crawford, but
was never very plentiful. The genus vulpes fin-
ishes the family.

The red and grey fox are so common that
every one, almost, has seen either one or both of
them. They are sly and crafty, and can only be
taken in traps or by the use of dogs.

Once there were found in the streams of Craw-
ford, long-bodied, sleek, dark furred animals, with
short legs and a strong passion for sliding down
the steep banks into the river. These animals
were otters. They were once quite numerous,
but are only occasionally found now.

Long prior to the disappearance of the otters
a very strange animal became extinct in this
county. He was commonly known as the Black

Fox, but this was a misnomer and only a local

term. The proper name is Fisher. It is still
found in the forests of New York, toward the
northern part of the State. It had a good quality
of fur, lived in trees, and would spring from one
tree to another with the agility of a squirrel. It
was not quite so large as an otter and resembled
the mink strongly in shape and habit. Hunters
dreaded it for the reason that it robbed traps,
stealing the bait and destroying the skins of cap-
tured animals.

We have enumerated but a few of the car-
nivora, but it is not possible even to mention all
of this one order in so short an article.

Crawford county is rich in its resources and
well deserves the study of those who love science.

EDUCATIONAL.

This is Princeton’s 133d year.

Trinity College has moved into its new build-
ings.

The gymnasium now being erected at Harvard
is estimated to cost $100,000.

B. F. Butler is a graduate of Colby University
Class of '38. Who claims Dennis Kearney?

France appropriated 100,000 francs to enable
her school teachers to attend the Exposition.

Miss Shige Nagai and Miss Stematz Yamagar-
ver, Japanese girls, are attending Vassar College.

Phonetic spelling is to be introduced into the

| Philadelphia public schools.—N. £. Journal of Ed.

All the members of the class of '78 (Kansas
University) will teach school this winter.—XKaz.

| Collegiate.

At the University of Rochester, the Seniors
are required to deliver orations in chapel, one
each morning.

The Freshman class of the University of Penn-
sylvania exceeds 100 in number. - This is the
largest it has ever been.

Five thousand dollars from the Moody and
Sankey Hymn-book fund, go to establish a

scholarship at Wellesley.—/Zx.
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The Faculty of Oberlin College have made
half an hour’s gymnasium exercise compulsory
upon the students for four days in the week.—Zx.

The “ Rambler ”
barely ever exceeded five hundred, which would
hardly satisfy a publisher in our day.— Chk. Union.

circulation of Johnson's

The recent election in New Haven on the
“ Bible-in-school question” resulted in favor of
“ devotional exercises” by a vote of 4,800 to

1,900.

For peculiar punctuation and construction, the
curiosity-seeking reader is referred to Butler's
Analogy, and Haven’s Mental Philosophy. In |
the latter see the sentence commerncing in the |

middle of page 65.

Miss Alcott, the authoress, is regarded as
rather stiff and unapproachable in society. In

Concord, it is said that she “snubs” right and |
| are coming out; but with the Professors it is en-

left, in return for the “ snubs ” she received when
a poor working-girl.—Zx.

Dr. McCosh recently said that during the last

students had increased from 250 to 500, the num_

ber of professors from 12 or 15 to 27.—/Fx.

The Omega chapter of the Zeta Psi Fraternity,

at Chicago University, suspended on account of |
the great fire, which has been re-established.— |

Chironicle. Poor Chicago! Whose cow kickch
the lantern this time ?

Prof. J. Lawrence Smith, of Louisville, has
announced the discovery of a new metallic ele-
ment which he proposes to call Mosandrum. It
is found in North Carolina. He has the honor
of being the first American who ever discovered
an clement.

At Dennison University the College numbers
about 40 students and the Preparatory 75.
two departments are entirely separate and distinct,
the former occupying the “ New Brick " and the
latter the “Old Brick.” They have different lit-
erary socicties, and are seated in opposite parts
of the chapel.

The :

An injunction has been asked for in St. Louis,
restraining the Board of Directors of the public
schools from having any language but English

| taught in the schools, and also requiring the

Board to abolish all branches of study outside of

| the common English course.—N. V. Observer.

Rev. Dr. George Loomis, formerly President
of Allegheny College, now President of the Fos-
ter School for Young Ladies, Clifton Springs, N.
Y., reports the experiment of establishing the
school for the physical as well as mental and
moral training of girls as having proved success-
ful, and that, after its two years’ history, the in-
stitution now enjoys a patronage from several of
the States and Canada.—N. Y. Observer.

At Williams College alumni dinner in Boston,

| President Chadburne said he had more trouble

managing the faculty than the students. “ For,”
said he, “ You can always tell where the students

Each

Professor spends his life studying one branch of

tirely different ; they are so awfully good.

1 : ; _ " | knowledge, and expects each student to learn it
nine years Princeton College had received gifts : : : :

: | all in four years, in connection with every other
to the amount of $2,500,000, and the number of |

branch complete; so that the principal duty of
the President is to stand between the Professors
and the poor student.”—~ZFz.

PERSONAL.

[The value of this department depends, to a great extent, on
the help we get from others. We earnestly request our readers
o send us any items of interest you may know concerning for-
mer students of Allegheny.

you. ]

We are always glad to hear from

'59. Rev. D. W. Wampler is preaching at
Evansburg, Pa.

'78. W. J. McClintock is principal of the Clin-
tonville, (Pa.,) school.

'77. Wayne Whipple has “sold out™ his inter-
est in the Kan. City Mail.
'76. Rev. P. A. Reno is pastor of the M. E.

| Church at Fairview, Erie Co., Pa.

'76. We are gratified to learn that Rev, C. M.
Cobern has received the Spartansburg appoint-
ment.
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'80. Miss Anna Carter, after an extended visit
east, returned to College about Oct. 15.

’71. Rev. R. B. Mansell, of Pitts. Conference,
(M. E. C.)) is located at Brownsville, Pa.

's8. Rev. W. C. Birchard, of Allegheny City, |

attended the Pres. Synod lately held in Meadyville.

’57. A. J. Merchant was in town Oct. 2, on
business concerning the minutes of Erie Confer-
ence.

visit,
in-law, Dr. Wallace, at East Brady, Pa.

'77. G. H. Huffman, having finished a success- | . o ORTR
4 = ' Rev. M. C. Bailey on a late felicitous occasion in

ful year as pastor of the M. E. Church at Bennett,
Pa., has entered Boston Theol. Seminary.

E. B. Wilson, a student of Allegheny in '74,
who intended to return and graduate with the

present Senior class, has entered the Junior class | 11,2 je his friends at Meadville a short visit during

at Brown University.
Rev. J. H. McCarty, D. D., pastor of Ames

speech.
is indebted for her Prescott cabinet.

At the Crawford Co. Teachers' Institute, held
at Cochranton, Oct, 21-25, the Address of Wel-

It was to his influence that Allegheny

come was delivered by T. A. Sensor, (class of '77) |
| novia, N. Y., March 7, 1813.
| to Meadville to occupy the chair of Natural Sci-
| ences in Allegheny College, which position he

the Response by A. J. Maxwell ('7g), and an
essay was read by F. M. Bullock ('74) on “Tact
in Teaching.”

Senator Wm. B. Allison, of Iowa, a former
student of Allegheny, lately visited the College
and gave the students an opportunity which they
did not neglect to improve, to show their regard
for one of the most able and honorable of the U.
S. Senators.

when we learn that they have been “onc of us.” |

By reference to the records, we see that Senator
Allison united with Allegheny Literary Society
in 1849, the same yecar with Dr. Marvin, of Kan-
sas University.

ORANGE BLOSSOMS.
'76. We are happy to chronicle the marriage

He is studying medicine with his brother- | '
> | abundant prosperity.

| his country’s call.
We always delight to honor such |
men ; and especially does it give us pleasure |

of our hearty friend L. H. Lauderbaugh to Mrs.
Taylor, which occurred Aug. 8, 1878. As we
designed mentioning only students who were

| herelast year, in the last Campus, we have not

noticed this happy event before.

'76. ]J. C. Marcy, Jr., who has been practicing
law in Jacksonville, Fla., lately came to Mead-
ville on a very pleasant errand. Oct. 10 was the

. date of his marriage to Miss Anna D. Warnock,

'76. C. T. Newlon was lately in town on a | Qs cacile s g o e

We heartily
wish the happy couple unalloyed happiness and

’75. We also have occasion to congratulate

which he participated as bridegroom. The

| bride's name was Miss Bertha Murdock, and the
' wedding took place at the home of her parents in

Newtonia, Allegheny Co.,, Pa. Rev. Bailey

the session of the Pres. Synod. He is pastor of

| the Pres. Church at Middletown, Dauphin Co.,
Chapel, (M. E.) New Orleans, lately visited

chapel and favored us with a most wholesome |

Pa.

OBITUARY.

We sadly turn from the record of marriages to
pay our tribute of respect to the memory of Prof.
L. D. Williams, whose earthly carcer closed on
the 14th of Oct., 1878. He was born in Caze-
In 1846 he came

- fifled with ability and fidelity 16 years, six of

| which he was Vice President of the College.
| The war brought to his patriotic mind new lines

of duty, and he resigned his professorship to heed
He acted as chaplain of the
111th Penn’a Volunteers until ill health com-
After his return
from the army, he was engaged in different pur-
suits—being in his latest active life P. M. at Mead-
ville.

pelled him to lcave the service.

Tritely, yet none the less truly, we may
say his death is mourned by all who knew him.

He was at different times a farmer, minister,

educator, soldier and officer in civil government;
but chiefly, and all the time, a Christian of firm
faith, unfaltering trust, active benevolence and
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irreproachable character. He was a man of reso-
lute will and remarkable industry. While con-
nected with Allegheny College, he was known for
his faithful labor and indefatigable zeal in behalf
of the interests placed in his care.

It is said that troubles never come singly; and

so it must have seemed to the distressed children
of Prof. Williams, as on Thursday morning a
new affliction was added to their cup of sorrow.
While the hearse was waiting to convey the de-
ceased to the church, Mrs. Williams, for forty
years the faithful and esteemed wife of the re-
spected  Professor, attacked with
rheumatism of the heart, fell dead beside the body
of her husband.

suddenly

the Stone Church, which was well filled with
sympathetic friends.

to the cemetery.
students were present. After an earnest and
touching address by Rev. Flood, Dr. Hamnett
pathetically recounted the public life and character
of the deceased, and Pres. Bugbee read the reso-
lutions of the faculty. The
of respect shown by the faculty and students at
the funeral of Prof. Williams, were but fitting
tributes to the memory of him who has lived
such an exemplary life, and who has done so
much for Allegheny College.

manifestations

TABLE.

A philosophical Senior describes a Soph’s mus-
tache as “not a tangible entity, but a mental con-
cept.”—Oberlin Review,

A Junior moved that they adjourn size die to
meet on next Saturday, which is surely a sign
he'll dze carly.—Transcript.

A man in western Iowa, whois a candidate for
three offices, has invented a method of shaking
hands by postal card.—Hazwk-Eye.

Schoolmaster—“What is the meaning of equi-
nox?” Pupil (who knows something of Latin

We forbear to dwell on such a |
. . |

scene, knowing that our words could but faintly | ; ; ;
i ; o ; X 3 A MUY | of a brother classmate, its a nice boarding house,
portray the griefof that stricken household. The |
double funeral took place at 3 p. m., Oct. 18§, in | y ¥l % ;
I 31 : | cow—water will persist in getting into the milk.

The cadet corps of the Col- |
lege marched in abody to the church, and thence f

Nearly all the Faculty and |

derivations)—“Please, sir, it's Latin for night-
mare.”

First Prep. (angrily): “If you attempt to pull
my ears you'll have your hands full.” Second
Prep. (looking at'the ears): “Well,yes; I rather
think I shall.”—Z7x.

Instructor, (examining geometrical figures on
the board)—“I don’t understand these construc-
tions.” Student—“Very well, I'll see you after
recitation and explain them to you.”

In our bright lexicon of youth there is nosuch
word as fail, but if that letter from home don'’t
arrive, we will have to declare ourselves embar-
rassed, and compromise at 20 cents on the dollar.

Yes, replied a Freshman to the interrogation
but there is one objection, they won't shingle the

—Transcript.

The Chinese Encyclopedia meets a long-felt
want, and no family should be without it. It is
published at Pekin in 5,020 volumes, and at the
price of $7,500 is the same as given away. “Get
the best.”"—LZLowell Courier.

Prof —“What was the state of French affairs
at this time?” X.—(rapidly,) “The majority
ruled the minority, and consequently the minor-
ity was ruled by the majority.” Prof—(sternly,)
“Sit down, sir!"—Yale Record.

After the Excursion to Quebec:—

Dear Father :—

Have been obliged to purchase several new
books of reference recommended by Prof.
Please forward fifteen dollars by next mail.

Your loving son,

The Dartinouth.

Oh, the Freshman comes to college
Like a chicken from the nest,

With his head brimful of knowledge
And a medal on his vest.

Thinks the world is all comprised within
His seminary shell,

Snubs the profs,and shows the upper classmen

How to cut a swell.
—N. V. World.
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After-dinner orator : “It’s in the wonderful in-

sight inter 'uman nature that Dickens gets the
pull over Thackeray; but on tother hand, it’s in
the brilliant shafts of satire, t'gether with a keen
sense o' humor that Thackens gets the pull on
Dickery. 1It’s just this: Thickery is the humor-
ist, and Dackens is the satirist. But,afterall, it's
'bsurd to instoot any comparison between Dack-
ery and Thickens.”

Perhaps the meanest thing, speaking artisti-
cally, is the way they run the gum department at
Vassar College. Gum, for reasons best known
to the fuculty, is left off the catalogue, and so the
" girls bave to chew it all over the twenty-four
hours. In the history class, for instance, along
comes the question, “What year was America
discovered ?””  And then comes the distressing
answer from the whole class, “Ajum, whajum,
eigh, ech wah.”  This is gum for 1492.—N. ¥,

Herald.

First scientific party (of the name of Richard

A. Proctor, with his telescope)—There is a stee- |

ple five miles off; I can see a fly walking on it.
Scientific gentleman (called Prof. Hughes, with
his microphone)—I can’t see him, but I can
Third
(named Edison, with his carbon thermopile)—I
can measure the amount of heat produced by the
friction of his And (producing a
phonograph from his pocket) by attaching this

hear him walk. scientific gentleman

movement,

machine to your microphone, I can preserve and
reproduce the noise of his walking, so that peo-
ple can hear him walk 1,000 years hence.—Un-
known Fnthusiast.

ALL AROUND THE CAMPUS.
Prof. H says:
¢ These youth who pufieth a cigar
Exceedeth Sampson’s strength by far.”

The Seniors have adopted, as a class motto,
“Energia fatum parit.”

Some of the Professors are at a loss to know
why it is that so many of the “boys” carry dice
in their pockets.

Upwards of seventy students attended the
opera of “As You Like It.”

A Senior reciting history of philosophy quotes
Cicero as a pupil of Anaxagoras.

A Senior's text:—And now abideth Bulter,
Physics and Philosophy, these three; but the
worst of these is Butlea.

A Junior recently called at the Ladies’ Home
and inquired for his Physic, of the young lady
who answered the door bell.

Mr. P. did nobly in stopping that runaway.
horse, but alas! that he should become frighten-
ed at the old lady to whom it belonged.

One of the newly appointed officers of the
battalion, a lieutenant, gives the command “ mark
This is certainly a mockery.

3

time,” “mock time.’

The college girls all attended prayer meeting
on a Wednesday evening, after which they me-
andered down street to witness the parade of the
Dick Guards.

It is amusing for an outsider to observe the
contortions, grimaces, and expressions of dread
and disgust on a senior’s face as it comes his turn
to recite Butler.

A Junior declares vengeance on the persons
who caused his trunk to be placed on the door-

| steps while he was within entertaining the object
| of his affections.

The students have been secated in the Chapel
according to classification, and the roll call oc-
cupies but a few minutes cach morning, as a
monitor answers for each class.

The young man who filled his overcoat pock-
ets with grapes, cake and candies the evening
of the Senior reception, is certainly lacking in
those clements that distinguish a gentleman in
socicty.

It affords us much pleasure to be able to an-

| nounce to the readers of the Campus that the

present Senior class has inaugurated a Class Day
in connection with the usual commencement ex-
ercises. This will undoubtedly be one of the
most attractive features of our commencement
wecek.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Attend the lectures.
The college reading room is non est.

The Ossoliaps are to have an elegant new
Brussels carpet in their Hall.

Bad colds have been quite prevalent among the
students for a week or two past.

The boys at “The Hall” will all be sorry to
learn that the taxidermist has killed the owl.

Prof. in Philosophy Class—What is the ulti-
mate end of love? Senior (blushing)—I do not
know, sir.

On the morning of October 28, Governor Hart-
ranft, Senator Allison, and General Beaver visited
Allegheny College.

Was it that their society might receive more
funds that the ladies purchased single tickets on
Saturday evening ?

The reception given by the Senior class on the
evening of October 3d, was a grand success in
every particular.

It is predicted by the Butler Class that the
millennial reign will begin long before the election
of a Greenback President.

Dr. Bugbee remarked in Chapel that he placed
but little confidence in a student who was ad-
dicted to the use of tobacco.

This is the season for the moneyed Preps. to
frequent restaurants and feast themselves on the
unostentatious lamzellibranchs.

Subscribers of THE Campus, when they change
their place of residence, would confer a great
favor on us by sending in their new address.

As a small, Democratic delegation was passing
the college the day of their mass meeting, the
college boys gave three rousing cheers for “Dick.”

After thoroughly discussing the question of
admitting preparatory students into the societies,
the Allegheny society voted to reccive only mem-
bers ofthe four college classes, while the Philo-
Franklin decided to admit students attending
both the college and preparatory school.

| to the cost of board at the two halls.

In Zoology recitation—Prof:—Do fowls have
teeth? Mr. P.—Yes,sir. Prof—Name one that
has. Mr. P—Goose. Prof—Yes, I know some
that have.

Lost.—A cloak—by one of the ladies of the
Home. Any information regarding the same
will be most thankfully received. ~Address Miss
M , Ladies’ Home, Meadville, Pa.

No student is now allowed to pursue more
than four studies per term, in consequence of
which a number of persons will be obliged to re-
main a year longer than they had intended, to
graduate.

“That shows who eats the most,” was an ex-
pression heard after the public statement in regard
But not so
fast. Included in the $2.39 the gentlemen pay
only 35 cents for room rent, while in the £2.68
the ladies pay 635 cents for rent. One cent in

favor of the ladies.

One of the sweetest scenes upon which we
have been able to gaze for some time, recently
presented itself through an open window at the
Ladies’ Home. Within, half a dozen joyous
maidens, with bare arms and radiant counte-
nances, were assiduously pulling the romantic
commodity known in vulgar parlance by the ir-
reverent cognomen of Zazffy.

One morning, recently, a great commotion
pervaded the usual quiet of the Ladies’ Home.
Members of the FFaculty were summoned for con-
sultation, and the most intense excitement pre-
vailed. Little groups of anxious individuals were
to be seen in low and earnest conversation about
the college grounds. It was evident that some-
thing unusual had occurred. The local editor
with scratch book and pencil in hand, interviewed
the President and ascertained the startling intel-
ligence that two of the fairest ladies of the
“Home” had departed the previous evening, and
nothing was known concerning their whereabouts.
In the midst of all this tumult the missing ladies
appeared upon the scene prepared for a hard day’s
work, after having spent the night pleasantly at
the home of a friend.
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The following are the officers of the various
classes:

Senior—President, H. L. Campbell ; Secretary,
E. M. Wood; Treasurer, W. M. Beyer.

Junior—Pres. W. C.Wilson; Secretary, Miss L.
M. Tarbell; Treas., Miss H. A. Linn.

Sophomore—Pres., W. ]J. Armstrong; Sec'y.,
Miss Anna Carter; Treas., Miss Emma Merchant.

Freshmen—Pres., W. G. Warner ; Sec'y., Miss
C. Calvin; Treas.,, W. W. Tarbell.

The chairs in one of our recitation rooms having
become somewhat disarranged, the Professor re-
marked that “it would be well for the persons in
the front row to dress up the chairs a little; will
the right officer give the proper command?” No
sooner said than a Prep., bearing on his arm the
insigna of “one born to rule a squad,” arose and
commanded, “Squad, right, dress!” after which
the command “front!” was given, and the Prep.
took his seat amid the applause of the entire
class.

Owing to the inclemency of the weather, the
attendance at Dr. Vincent’s lecture, on Saturday
evening, was not so large as had been anticipated;
however, a fair audience listened with much in-
terest to the Dr.s most interesting, instructive
and amusing lecture. The four lectures of the
course following will be delivered by Prof. Shep-
pard, on the evenings of November 7, 12, 14 and
19, in the College Chapel. All persons wishing
to hear four most instructive lectures, and to as-
sist the ladies in a most worthy cause, should be
present.

One of the first inquiries of persons contem-
plating a college course is as to the expense of
the institution, and this (other things being equal)
is a very important question.  Perhaps nowhere
will there be found a college with the reputation
of “Old Allegheny,” where one can obtain an ed-
ucation with less outlay than here. The cooper-
ative plan of boarding has been reduced to a sci-
ence, and other expenses correspond.  For the
month just ending, the entire cost of board, room
rent and fuel, has been but $2.39. Great praise
is due the present commissary, Mr. Newell, for
his business-like manner of performing the oner-
ous duties devolving upon him, and to his exer-
tions is it largely due that so good board can be
had at so extremely low rates.

-gence and general information.

REVIEWS

o ]

The New York World deserves commendation
for the interest it shows in colleges, in a general
way, and especially for the Monday edition,
which contains the College Chronicle and Book
This paper is always interesting to

Reviews.
students.

In this age of extravagant ideas and vacillat-
ing theories, we need more strong, conservative
papers. Such an one is the NVew York Observer.
Its opinions are usually safe and reliable, and its
columns are a fruitful source of religious intelli-
We find them
very convenient for educational clipping.

The value of the Plirenological Journal is by no
means limited to those who accept the theories
of Phrenology, It is interesting and instructive to
every student, to say the least. ~The October
number opens with a fine portrait and sketch of
Edward Kimball, the celebrated “Church Debt
Raiser.” This is followed by Conceptions of the
Soul and Future Life; Brain and Mind ; Experi-
ments in Nervous Function; Faces we Meet
Often ; Mental and Moral Effects of Food ; What
is Phrenology? Blood and Phrenology ; A To-
bacco Heart ; Portrait and sketch of H. M. Stan-
ley, the Explorer ; Books for Boys; The Glory
and Decline of Venice ; Coffee as a Beverage;
Genius, etc. The price of the Jourrnal is only
$2.00 a year, and according to the publishers’
announcement, this number and the next two are
offered “on trial” for only 25 cents. Published
by S. R. Wells & Co., 737 Broadway, N. Y.

Lippincott's Magasine for November is notice-
able for the diversity of its articles, as seen in the
following contents: Seawanhaka ; *“For Percival;”
The Harvesting Ants of Florida; Docteur Al-
phege ; Symphonic Studies ; Unwritten Litera-
ture of the Caucasian Mountaineers (concluding
paper); The Gift; Through Winding Ways; To
The Rainbow; Fine Arts in the Paris Exposition
of 1878; Deserted ; Rambling Talk About the
Negro; The After-Dinner Speech of the Baron-
ess Contaletto; Music in America. These are

followed by the usual interesting departments of
Our Monthly Gossip, and Literature of the Day.
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FASHIONABLE CLOTHIERS

C—AND—>

MERcHNT TTLORS

FURNISHING

GOODS. 07k
Specialties,

HATS AND CAPS.

HEADQUARTERS FOR

MILITARY SUITS

REEFER & ORRIS,

953 Water St.,
Shryock Block, MEADVILLE, PA,

Our Boot and Shoe trade is steadily incceasing,
and our facilities for supply grow with our trade, and

we must confess to the fact that better

OOTS AND SHOES

were never made and sold lower than those offered
by us now while the demand is for good goods at
lower prices. We have endeavored to meet this

want.
FRED, METZ,
664 Water Street, MEADVILLE, Pa.

ATTENTION, CADETS!

You will always find the

BEST CIGARS ANDL TOBACGCCO
AT

G. H. BIRC

CO’S,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Tobacconists,
MEADVILLE, PA.

250 Chestnut Street.

BUSINESS CARDS.

A

OMMERCIAL HOTEL.—
Corner Water and Chestnut Streets,

MEADVILLE, PA.
MEes. J. C. BROOKS, PROP'R.

UDD HOUSE.—$2.,00 PER DAY,
This house is new and Jirst-class in every respect, with all
the modern improvements. Fine sample rooms on first floo

JASON BUDD, Proprietor.

Cor. Pineand \'a'a.ter Sts., MEADVILLE, PA.
Free Omnibus to and from all trains.

T H. KNIGHT, C. E.,

Architect and Surveyor,
RICHMOND BLOCK, CHESTNUT S8T., MEADVILLE, PA.
Designs and Estimates made for every description of Building

and Work. Surveys made and plotted. Drawings for Patents
prepared.

OHN B. COMPTON,

Attorney and Counsellorat Law.
OFFICE—FIRST DOOR NORTH OF CRAWFORD HOTEL,
MEADVILLE, PENN'A.

i7" Special attention given to collections.
promptly made.

Remittances

DELAMATER & CO.,

BANKERS,

CORNER WATER & CHESTNUT S8TS., MEADVILLE, PA.

g W. MAXWELL, D.D. 8.,
* DENTAL ROOMS IN DELAMATER BLOCK.

P EOPLE'S SAVINGS BANK.

MEADVILLE, PENN'A.
J. L. BEATTY, President. - J. H. LENHART, Cashier.

DR. G. ELLIOTT,
DENTIST,

NO. 248 CHESTNUT ST., - -~ - MEADVILLE, PA.

YRUS SEE,D.D. 8.,

226 CHESTNUT ST., - = - - MEADVILLE, PA.
Office hours, 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. Sundays, 2 to3 p. m.

JOSHUA DOUGLASS,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law.
OEFICE, REYNOLDS' BLOCK, NORTH OF COURT HOUSE.

Practices in the several Courts of Crawford and adjoining
Counties, and in the United States District and Circuit Courts.

COTO

C. A. JONES,

il
L.
};;3 248 Chestnut St., MEADVILLE, Pa.,

FOR YOUR

BOOTS AND SHOES.

e Custom Work a Specialty.
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GILBERT & CO,,

Photographers,

(OPPOSITE POST OFFICE,)

Make Students’ Pictures as Cheap

AS ANY OTHER ESTABLISHMENT IN THE CITY,

—And a—

Great Deal Better.

a week in your own town. £5 outfit free. No risk.
Readr:r if you want a business at which persons of
either sex can make great pay all the time they work,
wrile for particulars to HHALLET & Co, Portland, Me.

Capital not requiried; we will start you. £12a day at home
made by the industrious. Men, women, boys and girls
wanted everywhere to work for us.
outfit and terms free.

Ucan make money faster at work for us than at anytliin'p:else.

Now is the time. Castly

Address TRUE & Co., Augusta, Maine.

business you can engage in. 85 to £20 per day made
by any worker of either sex, right in their own lo-
calities. Particulars and samples worth £5 free.

Improve your spare time at this business. Address
STINSON & Co., Portland, Maine.

CALLENDER & CO.,

DRUGGISTS

ALWAYS KEEP THE LARGEST, CHOIC
CHEAPEST STOCK OF
Tooth Bruéhes, Nail Brushes, Hair
Brushes, Cloth Brushes, Shoe
Brushes, Soaps and
Perfumes.

SEEING IS BELIEVING.
939, Water Street.

FST, AND

The' Excelsior Teachers’ Agency.

The promptest, safest, cheapest, most extensive and efficient
in this country. An old and suceessful agency, now enlarged
and improved, under a new name. A branch office in nearly
every State. School authorities desiring teachers, and teach-

e
Applegate. General Office, Fenton, Mich.

(siring positions, should address with stamp. (Re\ )8, W,

TAILORING! CLEANING!
REPAIRING and DYEING CLOTHES,

Done at the cheapest rates, at
P. J. BURKHART'S,
980 Water Street, Meadville, Pa.

BOYLES BRO’S,
LIVERY, SALE AND FEED STABLE

Good Rigs Constantly on Hand.

Hack Line to Little Cooley leaves Meadville Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, and-return same day.

No. 317 North Street, between North Main and Liberty Streets

MEADVILLE, PA.

Prenatl’s Restaurant and Oyster Depot

CEO. S. PRENATT, Proprietor.

Oysters Received Daily, “’hnluale and Retail.

MEALS AL ALL HoOURS.
Single Meal, 25¢. Board by the week, £4.50.

Choice Confectionery, Tobacco, Cigars, ete,
Under Luce’s Store, Cornmer Chestnut St. and Park Avenue,
MEADVILLE, PA.

ARE YOU GOING TO PAINT?
THEN USE

MILLER BROS’

CHEMICAL PAINT

Ready for use in White and over One Hundred Different Colors,
made of strietly pure White Lead, Zine and Linseed Oil Chem-
ically eombined, warranted much Handsomer and Cheaper and
to last TWICE AS LONG as any other Paint. It hastakenthe
FIirsT PREMIUM at twenty of the State Fairsof the Union, and
is on MANY THOUSANDS of the finest hohses in the country.

Address,
MILLER BROTHEES,

29, 31 and 33 St. Clair Street,

SAMPLE CARD SENT FREE. CLEVELAND, OHIO.

For Sale by J. F. FRAZIER, DruGGIisT, Cor. Chestnut Street,
and Park Avenue, Meadville, Pa.




