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' My home was in Titusville, where I graduated from the
high/Schpol. I was eager to do what was not very common at thlt
time for girls to do, go to college, As my tastes were all
toward science at that time I had decided on Cornell, but tqnily-
and church reasons turned me to Allegheny, My partiocular interest
in Allegheny, from which I graduated in 1880, was naturally ﬂcionco,
and I never had anything that interested me up to that time as
the big binocular microscope, which I was allowed to use freely,

After I left Meadville I spent two years teaching, I was
preceptress of what was known as the Poland Union Seminary, in
Poland, Ghio, It was not exactly an easy position for I had class-
es in four different languages besides English, all the sciences -
and mathematics up to and including a class in calculus, Just how —
I sandwiched them all in a day I don't remember; but I did 1%.

It was not the languages and calculus, however, that tloozod
me - it was the classes in what they called Verb-Grammar and -
Percentage, composed of district school teachers who came three
months every year and had been doing it for many years, to go
through the Grammar and Arithmetic, ‘They always used the same text
books and knew them backward, while I didn't know them even forward,
Some of the worst hours of my life were spent with those classes,

It was not until I discovered that if you took them out of the text
books and tackled them on principles with illus trations with which
they were not familiar, that you had tham on the hip, When I did
find this out, I certainly had my revenge. f

After that experience I went home for a year - illness in
my fanily, and when I went on the Chautauqua, where I remained for
seven or eight years - a hard but useful apprenticeship in my
profession, for while I went in without knowing amything at all
about editing or publishing, I came out with a pretty goed pr‘otioal
knowledge - enough at least to enable me to launch out for myself
as a writer,

From lMeadville I went, in 1890, to Paris for three years!
study, I wanted to make a specialty of historical and biographical
magazine writing, A subject in which I was particularly interested
was French history. I wrote my first book in Paris in those years =~
a biographical study of Madame Rolond, gathered largely from un~
published family sources,

I supported myself entirely by writing for American news-
papers and magazines, It wse not what you ean call a lnxuriaus

support - it was pretty poor picking at times, but there was always
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