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Home Lawn Hotel
Martinsville, Indiana
April 20, 1928.

Dear lviss Tarbell:

Ly sister, Josephine Culver, had the
pleasure und privilege of meeting you last winter at
tte Pen end Brush Club, and you were kind enough to
suy to her thuet you would try to help her get things
publisl.ed 1if sl e appeualed to you. Josephine has never
atteupted to write, but I Lhave, and because you were
so nice Lo her, and becctuse 1t seems to be so difficult
to uwclhieve publication without some sort of backing
fron a prominent literary person, I am wriing you. I
would not bothe., gou if I had not been told that the
poetry I zm ‘nclosing is good. I have got encouraging
letters from 'roetry! and 'Conten.porary Verse', but
Fave not bheen uble to ret enything published.

Some time when you are not busy, would
i1t be too much trouble for you to read the poetry, and
if you don't tl ink i:'s perfectly ghastly, give me
permission to send it to certain magazines with your
endorsemwrent? This course seems hardly to be good
ettiquette, but on the other hand, it 1is crushing to
cet trings becik a1l the Lime, and I am sure that such
an endorserent {'rom you would carry much weight with

- haughty editoars.

Of ccurse I am fariliar with some of
your work, snd aawire it trenendously - especially
'In the Footsteps of the lLincolns!, whict must have
entailed so much reseurch and thought. But I think
your book 'The Rusiness of Being a '“oman' is per-
fectly splendid, and no womun could possibly feel
downtrodden ana asbused after reading it.

I am twenty one years old, and for
the past year lazve been secretary to Henry Lane Vilson,
formerly ,mbussador to llexico. WVNr. Wilson has been
very interested and encouruaging about my trying to write.
I am taking a short story course at Indiana University
Lxtension, and study@ng very hard, and mean to 'arrive!'
someday, &althougt 1t seems so rwfully hard to get started.

If you find it convenient to bother
about tre poems, I will be very very grateful.

Miss Ida Tarbell 3 erely,
120 Lkast 19tk Street -

Nev. York City.

Spink Arms Hotel
Ind ianapolis.




