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}j;_mr My Dear Family:
@

Sl

There are two things ydu'll have to do when I get hﬂl'-

S take tea at 5 o'clock and drink after-dimmer coffee. They're the only
; bad habits I have picked up so far, but them I've ﬂ.xodupon me and

5 I fancy I'1l never give them up. The tea is the greatest comfort of
é my life. I get home about 5 P.H. from the libru-y, the crossest,

(@T_ miserablest woman in the Quarter. I light my alcohol lamp, I make

E? myself some tea and i1 10 minutes I'm as good as ever. I've been

‘2 uton.{ahod at the quantities of tea one takes hero. Everybody takes

l%'*w 1t in rnﬁ at 5 P.M, and at the Marillier's both mother and sons - they
cé serve it st 10 o'clock in the evening the nights they have company,

Q? Nothing but tea with little cakes or crackers, |

E All this in"groduetion is owing to the fact that I've had :v
‘:T temper restored by a cup just now and find uyself in consequence

h_ﬁ brncod up to write you a letter. I've been trying to do so for a week :
L but I've had & rather peculiar bit of work on hand. Some time ago

g Mr, MeClure wrote me that they were going to publish in their N.Y!s

number, a quantity of maxims from distinguished people and asked me to
get -o,thing over here. I made my visits for them last week. ' The
first was on Pasteur, I took my article along and showed 1t to him,

He c‘hmk].od over it in such a childish way it uda me almost ery, and
hopr-uodm my maxim, I’ont back for it a few days artomrds He
said he m sent it and was greatly disturbed to think I had :et il
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1S, (Letter from Ida M. Tarbell -2 Ada P, MoCormick ,
02 to her family - Deec, 1, 1893) Tueson, Arizona %
2 " Ootobor 4, 19458 :
(5, _

(G  received it. Poor o0ld man! "Thate~bo-<b-ethers me" he said (only it was

> in French cels m'ennuie). He talks with a pitiful hesitaney. I went

§ the next evening as he asked me to. I had a charming time. M2 Pasteur
o came in and m very kind, She had to stand over him and encourage

El_. to write his sentence, He trembled so he had to stop several times

%? and she said choorilj, "Never mind, go on. Quick now, that's Igood!

é When he had it done, he was in dispair, It didn't please him and

= he was as pettish as a child, So he tried it over and the second

g" was worse than the first. "You may take your choice™ he said "but

= I'm afraid you won't want either." He bade me goodbye very sweetly

g and said my article was good, asked me what I did, I told him I was

G¥BeT writing an article on the Mt, Blanc Observatory and he was very much
e pleased, told me two or three times what a good subject 1t was,!!

e l: Pasteur asked for a second copy of the magazine because Dr,

i) Meskinhoff, the Russian, had carried off theirs, he liked his pilecture

i

- so much,

::i After Pasteur I went to see Daudets; I had written ﬁ D.
&1&-; asking her to intercede with de Goneourt, her friend, and her husband,
&? The day I went she received me very kindly, but said Alphonse ras

E;__ Just writing his » We talked a while and she invited me to go
E into Daudetds: library. I was overjoyed for I have never had a sight
(CE of the -!M as they call the big men over here, It was in a very

Q‘&‘? pretty room, not very large that D, was writing his verse for me, He

smiled up at me very good-naturedly., He is a little man with a shook
o of straight black hair which stands out like the new ruhlonod-dnu
> shirts, His face is pale and his eyes Mmly black and bright.
| I think he's lost two or three teeth and the r3st aren't very good,
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(Letter from Ida M, Tarbell -3 Ada P, MeCormick

to her family, Dec, 1, 1893) Tucson, Arigona
Ootobor 4, 1948

We talked while he finished his work. He bends over the desk
and writes painfully in a fine hand. He said he hadn't finished
the copy because he had a visit from an anarchist, That Ais servant
had let in & man who had demanded a louis .(gold- piece of 20 franes)
to bewe buy a wagon load of dynamite to blow up the HStel de Ville.
He was furious when he talked about it, said he really expected the man
to ki1l him and got out his revolver which he keeps in the drawer
under his writing desk, "It would have been a pretty affair" he said,
"if while you two were visiting in there a drama had gone on here."
When I went away ¥22 paudet invited me to come on her day when I
would, which I certainly shall do., It's a good thing to talk about -
being received at e D.'s, you know, and I'm not above such vulgar
tricks,

My best visit was at copp‘o'a, the poet, I went to see
him and he thought I wanted an interview, I hadn't dreamed of such a
thing but as he suggested it, I took my chance quick and said I did,
He was awfully busy and danced wildly aroumd me trying to get rid
of me without hurting my feelings, He's been a journalist and hasn't
forgotten what dirty work interviewing is - and I danced arouni him
trying to persuade him that I would love to go away at once - and
come back, He gave me a day to return and of course I went, We had \
a fine talk and I shall get a good letter from it for the Boston
Transcript for which I hope to write regular literary letters now, He
gave me his last book with a nice little dedication, He is charming,
Coppée, dheugh he writes the greatest lot of pure nothingness in
such a happy way that one can't help reading it, If one wasn't so
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L'g@ horribly analytical over here he could enjoy his pretty nonsense

G ‘

wr without trouble but this French intelligence doesn't permit one to

o : :

&> admire snything blindly.

o After Coppée I saw ME2 Adam, the editor of the Nouvelle

st Revue and one of the most influential women in Paris in a literary

way; Jules Simon, a Jew and a senator; Dumas the phﬁiﬂlﬁ and

o novelist, and Zola, the greatest of them all in spite of the bad things

L they say about him, Dumas' house is exquisite. The most perfect

= taste and the rarest of pictures. He has been a great collector

L2, and last winter sold off scores of valuable paintings but he still

2 has quantities left. He received me in his working dress, a sort of

[ Turkish combination suit in gray flannels, something like the unde»

£F, suits Ella made the children for night gowns only the whole thing

= was fuller and it was tied in with a cord at the ililt. I was

' surprised to find him so refined, His head is beautiful and eyes
very grave and thoughtful though very ecold,

Zola's house 1s abominable. It is filled with things,"
furniture, bric-a-brac, plotures, sculptures, pottery, tapistries, old
carvings, armor, and only the inventory-taker knows what else awe
fi11l the stair case and salon, the only rooms I saw., He married
the deaughter of a street peddler, I believe, so you cannot expect
him to have much help from his wife in an artistic way. He really
1s to be admired for marrying her though, Most of them do not think
of such a thing as marrying the woman they fall in love with, Zola
is a good husband too, they say, and very domestie, He is a rather
uan man, slight and nervous with exceedingly penetrating eyes and an

: li.r of great intelligence and quick decisions., He wore a suit of
knit Jersey in gray, 'All of them seem to have & peculiar writing
dress. Coppée wore a .uu-ht‘atmek jacket in a sort of felt cloth,
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(Letter from Ida M. Tarbell  -5= Ada P. MeCormick |
to her family, Dec. 1, 1893) Tueson, Arizona
October 4, 1945
Daudet wore a common black suit which struck me as a little solled.
I think I'm done with my visits now and glad enough that it is oven.
It took & lot of time but it has given me some ideas and helped me
to have a little more confidence in my yowor‘ to get around. The
truth is these ple are kind, kind, kind, if you approach them with
tact. I never saw greater courtesy than I received from all these
famous men. So you have something to interest you the maxims from
France which will appear in the Jan. No, of the little magaszine.
Notice Pasteur's, Coppée's and Jules Simon's particularly.
I am busy as ever. I have finished another chapter of
my book this week, that is in the rough and 1ike into
the thing in egrnest to finish it, Did you see the N.E. magazine?
I think a copy of that would Interest Claude on account of the
plctures.
I suppose you had turkey for Thanksgiving. I didn't.
In fact I didn't even remember it was Thanksgiving, and I'm afriad
T shall do no better for Xmas. N. Yrs., I shall for I'm invited to
"watch" with the M!s, and to set up my shoe (instead of hanging stocking)
along with theirs. The money market is calm but irm - for two months -
at least.- I should think it must be hard times in Americe,for the
Union Signal wrote me the other day 1t couldn't pay me {1500, yet, it
owes me. R&ME Pretty bad for the §1,000,000 Temple, isn't 1t? McClure,
however, declares he's out of the woods and won't keep me walting
again. I told him my opinion very frankly and he said I was right,
m s Dec, 4
I am afraid this will be more than a five-cent letter
(do you ever have to pay extra postage on my letterst?) #f I write full
P orna '
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(Letter from Ida I, Tarbell to ol Sdn T, Silevedane:
October 4, 1945

accounts of all I've done since I finished the above sentence,

That was Friday evening., Saturday evening 2 Bonnet invited me

to a party down stairs, It was her » her niece and nephew
and their « We were French, 2 Roumanians, 4 Egyptians,

1 Itallan and 1 American. I supposed it was a little affair but at
11 o'clock they spread the table, and gave us ice cream and wafers,
then tea and brioche, then cakes and champagne (I drink 1t - when I
can get i1t). After it was over there were games and musie and
dancing, etc, One of the Roumanians plays the yiolin. He plays the
arias of his country very well and we applauded him so much that he
was carried away by it and qgglpéégg,atop. He played for an hour
without stopping and it was 2 A.i, when he bégan. I supposed they'd
break up then but no they coaxed one of the Egyptians to sing Arab airs
and he had his head turn and it was nearly 4 when he stopped. Then
we had refreshments again and actualli it was 5 o'cloek when the
affair broke up. It was like a country dance in Americam. It is astone
ishing how much alike things are anyway when you get below the aurfaoo,
Daudet said the other day "it is only the outside which is different
between you and us" and he is right. I hoped to sleep all day Sngdﬁy_
but I was awakened by a letter from lrs. Southend saying she'd go to
the hospital with me to see a sick woman and inviting me to dinner.
We went to see the poor old soul. Mrs. S. gave her 5 fre. I expect
she hasn't seen so much for 6 yrs. I went over to their house in the
evening., It 1s very swell, and about 100 Americans there in thl‘o;nnin‘.
and her daughter and Mrs. Comfort came in. Mrs, P. has

been this side since spring and lrs. C. spends her time between

stopping a good deal in Cairo where she has a dlughtir'-llriaﬁa
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(Letter from Ida i, Tarbell to  -7-
her feamily, Dec, 1, 1893)

They go there this week, Mrs. D, spoke of being on a ¢
".l'. with father and remembering so well our "pretty Mh
mvorynieotauandumdtothﬁnk}&ﬂlﬂl :
and me a respectable representative, which haimt so, ~
are temporarily in the o Mrs, S, 1s a charming iﬂi‘
No more space or I would write more. Keep up your speerit

Ak )

blue and the goose will yet hang high. If some "fool W do
pull it down as Will says.

Love to all,
' I.M,T,

(Is Marion Porﬁ.g married? Mrs, Pickering said so.)




