THE NATIONAL ARTS CLUB

15 GRAMERCY PARK
New York
N.Y.

; April II,'3I.
Miss Ida M. Tarbell, :
I20 East I9th St.,
New York City. :
Dear lMiss Tarbell,

Pneclosed find reports from ten manu-
seripts which have been submitted in the
"Soul of America" Contest.

I am positively ashamed to have to
make such adverse reports,but this group
of manuseripts is all but impossible! I
don't mind burning the mid-night oil when
there's something lovely to think about,
but dear mel---

Sincerely,

Lo X oot

Jane Seales
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Bo. 56 SBADUs3 OF QUR CwM

An interesting volume of verse done in the modern manner,but
wmfortunately,I find,upon finishing the reeding of this manu-
meript,that it doe: unot mcet with the 4C,000 word reguirement.

Bo. 57  ULX SCUL OF AMELICA

4 volume whigch is part essay t biography. 7he essay section
o2 the book 1s an unscholarly g*lg:.pt'to dq,It’in,p the soul. There
are s fow good sentwnces,but at times,the author unwittin
oantraidots himsalf. Por instance,he saye,"No poser can stay the
advancing progress of the eoul." A fer pages later ,he admits that
Shere are some things,such as greed,inhibitions,ect.,vhich gg
arrest the soul's progress. The latier half of the book is &
poorly written biography of Jokn Bromn. A "flowery" Spilogue of
some two or three pages closes the essays :

¥o. 68 A SKZTCH CF AV AMERICAN FAMILY

A meat hhtoruttut-huh-lohool tyre ascount of the every-day
d4fe of several genera fons of a family named Fisher. Of mno
poseidle interest to the Commi ttee.

Fo. 69 MAGNIRICWT GESIWURE,YHE SOUL OF AMERICA

This work is almost totally irrelévant to the subject at hand.
It is,in large part,a volume of verse. The author says that he ’
ves the Committee the ¥rivuqo of throwing out snything from
e book which they don't like. But he wants & eriticism. He
says further,that he hue not bothered with tho riles of the
Oontest,but that it waes the Idem that intereeted Lim. A8 & con=
sequance,l roceivo the impression wpon reading his manusoript, :
that he has collected everything that he has ever writien,end has,
with one "Magnificant Gesture," moulded all into one volume.
fhere is 8 very long Preface which desls with "The Poe$," and the
,ma in which he existaj--fouowd by three short essays~-
fhe Poem,"-~"Thé Soene,"-« and "The Reader." This part of the mamRe
sexript,of course,is totally irrelevant to the subjeot at hund.
The renainder of the volume is in verss. Ihe poems deal with
overytoing from the Grand Canyon to Women o0f the Strsets.

No. 60 THE AMSRICANIZATION OF A Ded.Re

An autobiography of a sort,telling of the author's experiwmoe
on the Continent and in Mmgland. This is followsd by more
"experimoes” in the South of the U.S5.,and them,still more befalld
her in Eew York. The work is totally irrelevant te the subjest of

tho Content.

CI Fo. Three Plowers

An Americsn Indian remance,told in poor verse. 0f no nﬁhlr; ,
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intsreat o the Committee.
¥o. 68 STL WaOll tewees i W T8

The vook 1ir in bwo parte. Ihe firet half 18 not orizinal with
the “author”,but 18 an actual transoription of the lettare vritta
07 & Lte Gode Cooper of the Civil dur,to hic ten yoar old duughber
Adae Thenas lostery ars just aboat whai ond would expect. Col.
Cooper alwaye tellis She child where he is,and spoeks of hattles
in which he has partieipated. These duorlpunu aze interspersed
with admonitions to She ochild,sush as~--"bathe cna Vodk," nwe
"brush your teeth after ov neel,"--copts ko latter part of the
book is another series of letters. This time,they are writtm
during the horld War by one Betsy,and uddressod to the same “Ada”
whom the f1ight of time has mede "Aunt Ada." fhe dock 18 in
highesohool style,and desidedly uninturesting.

bo. 64 IF kAl UBBUILLAED GO3s8

A sort of "Babbitt® story,told in imseture fashion. Fovever,
Fresont Pepperatcne,the main sharaster,stersing out as ¢ gove
annmt clerk,vdkes up Justs in time to besome & Cellege Profe
oasOr. Hip wifo,who 18 0iso & govermmant olark,decides that she,
too,will "inprove” hercslf by reading gud booke, e The
dtalogne of tho novel is an obviour attempt upen the part of the
writer,%0 be funny. “he recult is e scaries of foreel,stilted
and trite speechos e

Hoo 68 1N TE” LAFD 6H2i% THY ZAGL 2 SPR2.DS I8 WINGS

A Berdies of noorly written biegvephien,dsaye,pocus, a0t The
nglish 18 gquite bad. The blogrephies ineluis those of tho phile
osopher, Kant ,several wmknown imaricans,eet. Uf no powsible
mtares& %0 iho Conmittoee. '

Hoe 66 THS SOTL OF AHRRICA

A volume of amely poor verse. The reader is constantly
astonished by sach aemtemoes an---"Flerida ships northwerd
spoug 88 oranges ,and other fruite and vegetadles.” Or $his Ondese
“The zuninipp{ 20112 on,And ewallowe up the ¥ eva,the Tiber,the
Rhome,the Rhine,the Thames, Ht.,~--"
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