paviliona, the squares of little tomnw ‘yt _
8 ;

When one is travelling iafa country not his own
trying to understand what is going on there, it is well to sit

down by the r and recall what he has seen.™,
For four months I have been wandering up and down '

Italy, and when I ask myself what I remember, the first thing

that springs to my mind is a long pbocession of men, women i
and children bent in labor. They harvest fields of rice,

wheat, alfalfa, laying the grain in perfect swathes; they sit

on the ground, stripping and sorting tobacco leaves; they

crowd narrow rooms, tiny girls, old women, embroidering with

sure fingers lovely designs on linen fine andpoarse; they oook

their meals before all the world in the narrow streets of

Naples; they carry home at sunset from the terraces or slopes

of mountains great baskets of grapes, olives, lemons - young
women straight and firmgtheir burdens podsed surely on
heads - 0ld women bent under the weight on their back
drive donkeys so ladened that anly a nodding head, a
switohing tail is visible; they fill the roads with their gay
two-wheeled carts, tend sheep, run machines, sit in markets,
spin, weave, mould, build - a world of work.

Mingled with these pictures of ¥abour are equally
vagrant ones of these same men and women at play, holiday and
Sunday crowds filling the streets, the walks, the oinema,

history back clearly more than 2000 years, gay wit flag
streamers and light ,m where in the evenings throngs
hold their breath as to the notes of softly swaying music the
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but to letfiother people work. Grain died in the fields,

threshing machines were destroyed, factories were seized, shops m
looted , railweys as suited the crew. Sunday was a day

not of rest, amusement, prayor)but of war; fétes were

dangerous, liable to be broken up by raids. Instead of the

A steady balance, order, aotion, so conspicuous to-day was the
= /{ disorganization, anger, violence of a people unprotected |
? in %i;ﬂomal life; a people become the prey of a dozen ‘
olashi;;g political parties and not knowing where to look

for a Moses to lead them out of their Egypt. How can it be,

one asks, that 1n 80 brief a time a people should drop its

clubs and pick up its tools? There is only one answer.

i

They found their Moses! They knew him when he came befake 1
them. He If‘(ﬁfrom esmong them, was their kind of a man. He |
knew their life - that which they needed. He knew that if

they could be protected in their 131:6:', play, rest, prayers,

they would go on like faithful clocks generation after

generation. He has e rsuaded them he will give them that

protection. As long as he does it they will follow him - and

no longer! W Let Mussolini - for their Moses is Benito

Mussolini - disappoint their faith — and thers wiil be

revolt again in Italy. One has only to Mﬂﬁmﬂ i s
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1(3H had two thoussnd years’ experience in upsetting governments of

C 4 : !

gﬁ every conceivable variety in their efforts to find ome that will
5]

Lé give them the protootiou they ﬁu&t lnuolini is hﬂ.lg m

ek

1% chance. He will have a fair chance for they believe in m m \

i) .

i want him to succeed - but if he tries them wor-nnoq/ he too

& ]

E will go. They are not t?‘top because of force - though there is

= force ready to act all around them and they Ikmow itm

o ‘-—'—‘-——7 - they are in step because they are
=,
E{» getting what they want £ a leader who protects their lives.

Ay )

O ﬂaut Mussolini has done something more than give t?- protection
2.

L? in their normal way of living - he has succeeded giving

<3 ) o Lot y

"SL thett mesmal simple 1 ch they never hefore have felt. He
=
- has told them that they are real soldiers af Italy - the omes
co

o in lhOl her future in the world chie

have already set down in these articles that my
N first impression on coming to Italy was of war - economic war -

= and that my first idea that Mussolini was a man of unusual

%_ power and understanding was when I discovered how he hll

E drmt':lu;&all sorts of people the need of fh:l.l war, !
Q_ had put into their mouths the reasons for it amd showed them
Q'I%; the campaigns that must be carried on, amd M 'N m

his part. Everything that I have seen l:l.noq m
- this feeling. |
(&R Vhen I talk to my mrm.n air

chambermaid -~ the workman I meet in




who is harvesting his wheat or gathering his grapes or br

his wine to town, I get from each his version of the M

war and what he must do to help wiii/t. I have heard w

and over again in Ttaly from all sorts of working people the

ent of Italy's condition - her problul -as 1 hln

5'3.
from the edicated and the official. It is like & 1itany

and we cannot raise

o
o enough to feed and clothe them\put must buy from abroad, S0
Jor oo
4 t us. There is no
@
3

escape but work. If we work hard enough and long enough

may win the war, at least we are trykg it.*
Here you have a people with amn objective they are

Ql%? interested 1n reaching and who see what they must do to reach
:i?:_ it., 1t is Peo;;lea as it is with men and women - lot’ them

Q see how to get what they consider worth while and they will - .
% if their right-minded - and the mass is ruht-lml -

QILLE willingly labor and sacrifice.These Italian men -‘ m

% who are carrying on so steadily 'h-w “..m y

:E burdens beside hard labor. They gro tm hm

le} e ~capacity to pay; the cost of limm wtoket




of war - as it has been in 1926. In addition to this, they have been

compelled by the government to give up for the moment at least the

local elections whiwmmmmt or
msmﬂi%&t—h—gtn—up all controversial of or:l.t:l.oal ' |

newspapers. We Zmericans understand taxes and the high cost of
living and know how men can endure them, but we do not undorytand
how men can live without elections and a free press.

I have asked many serious Italians how they felt abowut
these suppressions, and with variations they have told me about
the same thing.~ %0f course it is a sacorifice and possibly a
danger, but we are persuaded that it is a necessary sacrifice.
You must remember that we have just gone through a revolution.

We must do everything to seoure that revolution or the courntry will ]
fall tack into civil war again. Mussolini believes 1t}13 possible
for us to work out a new kind of a state - the Corpa ate State -
it is worth trying, but we must have quiet if we are to succeed;
the elections and the "free press" disturdb us in our undertakings,

therefore they are suspended until we find that they are needed.$
" In a rich country like yours, Madem," a dia;insui'h.d
LL
Fascist told me, "you can afford the parliament k ices. You can

allow your congress to chatter and delay and interfer th

needed 1.;)*‘;:?3&‘@ ;& t% ﬁatt:;s the peopls; they ; i
£ ywmdyafuun_ L

think their representatives are struggling with great prob].--

\
when they are merely trying to outwit and out-talk one

' another. We are too poor in Italy to pay for such amusement.

was sending us to the poorhouse, FPascism has dctom!lu‘
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"Yo ve a government de luxe and a presws de lume in the

United Sgtates ," another PFascist told me, "

can -:rm

it, we camnody

These are points of view which we Americans cannot

i;': accept because we have not yet had enough experience with the

IE_E: evils which caused the Italian Revolution to accept them.

:i:: That is not saying, however, that we are not i'ainiliar in

g our congress and in our press wi.th the ledmd orfg;ila

Ig"' which exasperate:#he Italian s @ suppressing these

Ié institutions. It is not saying either that unless these

% evils u’;ﬁg:k,d they may fimmlly drive us to drastic

% suppressions. “

‘:D Pne must uml erstand the Italian people better than
g most of us do Bgfore we can understand how they can aooo];t

- the present situatdqn. We must begin by admitting that they are
\:\\: not like us, in temperdment or traditions, that they treasure

i; things which we hold 1ightly, and hold lightly things which we
ﬁg*_ treasure; moreover that as a netion they are in a sitnﬂtﬁ

EE vastly different from ours. We re immensely rich in raw

!g materials and they have none. We ars equally rich in land

I _
gQ%: and they are crowded almas t t the sea. They are one race, we are
1&; mixed with all s orts of bloods! Their chw torutﬁum e
;;—;; sharply defined, ours have had their edge | mg, “ i

LL intermingling of many bloods.

i
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believe him profeoted. Again and again after the attack of M

They hold partioularly high the courage he lhnl in

L)

e §
dealing with his q% party. '.I:h:l.- is no new thing mn&\
They know well enough what 11; \oo.t him in 19I4 to leave

Socialistsparty. He was driven ‘from a party to whioh he had
given himself utterly for years svoauso he had decided
after weeks of wrestling that It‘ y ought to go into the war.
The wrath of his colleagues was terrible - they decided to
chase him from the ranks. The break\was the very top-notech of
political tragedy. A young Journali\ﬁt of Milan, Gi‘].:l.e

\
Barella, now the commanding direotor of Il Popolo d'Italia, ' E

went to Mussolini when he learned that he meant to attend ' ' ;{4
a large soocialist gathering which had been called to oonsider
his boldness in pronouncing for a course dontrary to party

prineiples. "Do not go to the meeting,/ I begged him,"

Barilla says in a published account of the episode, ‘ﬂn erM

is violent, there are hostile murmurs, do not\go!™ | ‘I shall

g0," he said, and he did go. It was a crowd which for years : ‘

had adored him, heké-hie—werds—as—infeilible,

bxadn, his gesture, his smile. Here was the same '



It would no't have hE Italian not to E'CII ’ﬁ.ﬁ g

fierce gesture Y When the Italians

\
|
|
analyze themselves for you they invariably onphaniso their exuberance. g
It is to ‘exuberanocd' that they attribute these sudden bursth of 1

Rl

pioturolqu%wmoh so m r;;:ise and alarm the Anglo-Saxon obeserver

new to the country. / e
Riding one day in an open carriage in the streets of an C e

Italian oity, my driver, deliberately it seemed to m , ran down & man

on a byocicle. The man sent sprawling, sprang up, and leaving his

machine in the middle of the road, ran at top speed after us. The

driver evidently expectifigithe onslaught, bounded out leaving me

stranded and ran to meet his antagonist. With fists close to o-clh

other's faces but never touching them, they filled the a:l.r with

a wild outbreak of amazing epithets! A orowd colleoted, and then

suddenly a little Fasoist guard appesred. It was like a mother

paying: "hush, hush children, you must'nt qlurrol, -u M oin



-I.eétgu.e of Nations particularly, realize that they had a bold

17

the rider ran to his wheel, the driver back to me. ﬂ.‘lm a
word of explanation he sprang to his seat and snapping m m... s
gaily} drove off! It had been a beautiful relief to a lﬂﬁ. lnﬂ
It is not to be supposed that these ldllcm gestures
of the Italians are never followed by blows; they are
occagionally, quick and heavy blows given out in ho.t' WI.M
reflection-though not without conviotion. When this happens in
an international dispute it is g erious. -
Ten months after Mussolini became the head of the
Itelian Governuent he horrified the oivilized world by such &

blow. It may be said to be his real introduction into

Buropean affairs, the first act that made Europe and the

and rather contdmptuous force to deal with. This was in what
is called the "Corfu Affair."”

Those who have followed the reconstructiomn oi‘
Burope since the war will remember that in 1921 the Gnrm
of Ambassadors formed a commission to settle the leou
Vetween Albanis and her neighbours, ene of whieh 56 Seuael.
The president of this cmn';u:l.on was an Italian and he m his

Italian colleagues had ocoupied themselves parti

the Greco-Albanian line. The ercm, ummm
decision, began a violent mu-xmu- -

On August 27th 1923, Europe was
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news that the Italian head of t):m Boundary Commission with

several associates, had been murdered on Greek territory. There
immedia te ) ;

was $remendous uproar in Italy. Greek flags were torn down,

consulates attacked, seals broken; Mussolini did not wait to

consult the Conference of Ambassadors but médiatoly issued

a set of stern demands including a rigid inquiry to be campleted

in five days, capital punishment for all guilty, 50 milliom

Italian lire to be paid within five days, military honours to

the dead .

Greece acknowledged her guilt by acceeding partially
to the demands; capital punishment for the guilty and indemnity
she denied. Mussolini refused to accept her changes, and
Burope was still further shocked by & proclamation that the
Italian Government had sent a torpedo boat to demand the surrender
of the Greek garrison at Corfu, and that the Italian fleet
was within sight of the island. The island was occupied though
not without some ti'agio bloodshed.

All of this had happened within four days! The
independence of the action, its warlike aspeot aroused the
wrath particularly of England who insisted that the League of

Nations to which the Greeks had appealed should handle the affair.

/
4

Mussolini was incensed by this insistence. .

"If there had been an Englishman 'm uy DM,
an interviewer, "he would have acted as I mm
ve aoted properly. When w _
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similar action against Greece in the case of a British mam
killed - who, as a matter of fact was a Portm J’u. m
adversaries oongratnlatm ZnA for his decision. When in W; :
several French seamen were killed in Athens, the French
imposed omdition-‘ such as I have imposed and took helm”for
fulfillment. I have ardered the Italian fleet to occupy Mtl
because I know the Greeks. If I had not taken security
for the ppyment of their reparations, I should not have been
able to collect anything from them., If they fulfil my demands
and pay up I shall withdraw from Corfu but they had better
pay quickly for every week the price will gb up; naval operations
are costly. If Greece for any reason does not pay, we lhlll
remain indefinitely in Corfu."

As for the claim of the League of Nations that the
affair should be turned to it for settlement: "I ignore
completely its oompetenoem "in mixing with ﬁ_ﬂy’-
hmor“.@o present affair is not comprised in the League

pact because there is no questim of war."

Im=al) \the Bubbub/ ﬁe poinLg:"wu.h was tlu‘l he

meant waxg)he protested that this was not true. 'm:n'wm

not be war,” he said, "but it is high time that M ll‘tﬂt _
m tione learn that Italy is not an ingignifionmt but @ o
important power{ My policy is an absmw
I kmow that the world is in need uc'm'
come but in order to ensure pnoc m 8t b
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The Corfu affair dragged on for a month. The Gm!frﬁ'é.

of Ambassadors took it up and to them Mussolini was properly

deferential. They accepted with some little modificatioms

¥ the demands that he had made and he acoepted their revisioms.

-
:(i_, In lﬁsaolini's opinion his policy had triumphed I!.n the only
?;T international bpdy that he recognized as having any ocontrol in
:\: the matter.
Fé BEurope, and partioularly' the European press, has watched
% Mussolini as a cat watches a mouse since the Corfu Affair.
IQ—i Every move that he has made has been interpreted as a menace vt
f% to Burope's peace. It seems sometimes almost as if they were
Jg determined to exasperate him into violence. On the whole, he has
'@(Q' taken it cooly and gone hidway. They were sure he had designs
ﬁ; on the Balkan States, but so far agone can judge by events,
g they were only peaceful designs , for he has oono]:u.dod in the
e
T;: last three years treaties of commerce or amity or both with
QI%; Czecho-Slovakia, Serbia, Rgunania and Russia, and nogot:l.g&im
E‘ are going on with Bulgaria. It looks as if in spite of the
; "Oorfu Affair" he would soon conolude & new commercial treaty
F:— with Greece. In the case of each of these treaties the
QE:: watoh dogs have seen an alliance directed at some neighbor,
E but before they were through prophesying evil there was a m.gay -
lff treaty with the neighbor! e

"There is no need,” he goes on to nm_' to desi:
 atrocious business ~ and .;u. m' 3




know how atrocious it is -~ and above all things thu'i u “ R
need to wage war, but one cammot atrord to be m&m “« 6
The nation which rules war out as the ultima ratio i.u lﬂ
ban#u adds something important to consider:
" There will never be a period of peace until

the peoples shall have abandoned themselves

to a Christian dream of universal brotherhood

and shall be able to extend their hamnds to each

other across the oceans and the mountains.®

One reason of u.ﬁou:l.nou Mussolini has given those
looking on from the outside is what may be called his 'm :
attitudo', particularly his talk of restoring the slcrf of |
Rome. The modern democratic and socialistic wex&hu for W/Wﬂb‘
years treated the glory of old Rome with contempt, but in
this only the rare Italian shares. It was the past of m, |
the hope of reviving it that stirred Rienzi to @otim. '_'Ib |
one has been more eloguent in talking of the rutoraﬂ.m
of Rome than that unadulterated republicsn Messini, who
refused to join Cavour, even Garibaldi, in mirlHMMQ '-
reunited Italy. Italy was to be united, but as a m&;ﬁ m

Rome as her capital. "Rome is ours,” said lusm, '-'m qﬂ

man doolaror it. It is from Rome that we hnn Mﬂ

the language that makes us brothers. A4 m M

splendid memories has made her uorolu M
and the oenter of g:tﬁim'uniw. m

ruled the universe, twice out of
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Caesars, after the Rome of the Popes will come fh_o Rome orm

people." | :_ -
Mussolini has had this dream from boyhood. ﬁt m 'i“l_'

now. He sees Rome to-day in all her old glory as laliltm

her, the Rome of the PEOPLE, not a great industrial oity..-'net

a city of commerce, but a city of art, of music,of s‘uh-m-

ship, of history, a great and glorious‘head of a great and

glorious nation!
But many of his heroes, listening to his talk of
Rome and of Empire, jump to the conclusion that he .tl

ambitious to do what Rome did, that is, carxy. ou.tuido of

Italy's borders the struggle for empite. HQMQ: this.

"Bmpire," he told one who asked him what he meant when he
used the ward in his speeches, "empire as the will %o 1&

and power is the basis of all living organisms, Bvorrnﬂih ;
whioh possesses exuberant capacity for progress is forced by
its own nature Ww ﬁ .
widen the limite of its ewm pacific penetration in ‘Ilh. mll. e

to extend its power and its intelleotual and marael prntm
beyond its frontiers. Does not the history of the MM '
States o Amerioa afford us a typlosl example of this .
of pacific expansion? 1Is not American WM
in the seme way as Italian wm
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Q% of mind, a red virile conduct combative if needs be ,whiohMy
"Ei must observe in great international problems. Imy'.plm

:S ' among the nations of the world, her great -_nor:lriood dm“.lnt tho

o World lar,_ and her exuberant population all give her tho tim

E’_ to wider expansion. He who sees aggression in this pol:l.oy

lg is a fool."

:1‘: This "exuberant™population of which mlolm '

:g: talks is really the orux of Italy' problem. R:Im ﬂmﬁ,

IL% it is also the ocrux of intelligent international .. :

g Unless the nations of the world - particularly snolh ke siate

g they want peace - are willing to face the faot that | | . as

E ' well as Japan must have more room on the globe, ‘.:. \"

'CTJ' cannot get it by being zalllowetl,{"i will bo oﬁltea.-

QL; intrigue and force, they are ignoring one if not the f

Lf_f danger of war which exist to-day in the world/ﬁ“thcro is a g'm
“.Hf of reformers who thinks that the problem si#metien should be

Q!QT solved By birth control. Advocates of this doctrine of

g; economic regeneration turn up frequently in Italy but tﬁ#"

D ooaive scant s . The Italians are too good Catt
Qwui o W . s

I: o giv it & sécond thonght As for Mussolini, ha Mm |
QE?: that in his judgment birth control is scientificall; '
& ﬁ-ltaly does more to take care of the extra Pop o

lff to settle them in alien landj‘ =

: Gh;’in doing her best *’
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& '
S of. It is what they called ':Lntor% colonization" “M
LC\; corresponds to the colonization of unsettled or a'bn.nlh.tl 1alld mt
o goes on constantly in the United States. The colonies which
Libya '
ij; she does oontrol - T , Somaliland in-Wesbewn—Afsiea and
S Eyithysd 4 '
b Bizeda on-the-Basi-evn—ooast—of Africa, are being given
G
.E; serious attention. There are skeptics who scoff at the idea
s
Ut that there is enything to be hoped of these places, but
(e
= |
QLP" Mussolini is determined their real worth be found out., There
s
'(: may be minerals in them, and commissions are at work now
52
== trying to fimi out. It may be possible to raise prodw ts in
&
& them that Italy now takes from other countries. There is &
O
= o!’é‘et waging for the conguest of the colonies as there
i
7 ig for the inorease of wheat. Tmein-ihe-bali—of-2640,
-
L
i
]
I~
i
3
@
=
P!
= ' ,
e Great a strain on Italy as 1- an addition of four
iy ‘
(P or five hundred thousand a year there is no um M .

abundant race of men a.nd women is her ‘n&M
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fruit raising. To consider these people as simply an
economic burden is gross unintelligemoce.

Another thing that should be taken inte oconsideration
is the economic value of the character of the young Italian.
w-hb countey whdch west Shroush Mk SN
whigh is raising .'%:zﬁiom youth., These young l'aloh_!bl
may be more or less fanatical, I think they are, 'but-“}ljt is
the fanaticism of labor, discipline, self-sacrifioce. lh],
these ideas planted in youth instead of the pouhiltio;':

unbelieving egoistic ideas which seem to have won so ln_éh‘
of the youth 91' England, ¥rance and the United States, lth_
tie balance 3Ita1y'n favor economically.

Tﬁoy seem to me to be growing up with a notion

that Mussolini emphasizes constantly, and that is to mke

the ma t of what you've got. I have never sea youth

80 interested as in Italy in institutions with wh.:l.oh they are
conneoted. Looking in Florence one day in a heedless way
for the cell in which Savonarola a;gonilod, I went into l
church on the square that bears his name. No, a handsome i
little fellow at the saoristy @oor told me, ﬂcvmohl had el
nothing to do with that church, but I must not go until I s
had seen the body of Saint Marie (methiag o other; t 1

L‘G[.s&.m
did not care to see M

gave an ordor}




yut fimly to the high altar, and when I persisted in calling

for Savonarola, ssfd: g’iiush, Jjust +onont, hush."

i, Suddenly from under that sacred structure there came

CI’ : a horrible grating sound that mdde my loaip oreep, and there

1:; under the high altar on a gorgeous ocatafalque, lay a lady

((1 dead I don't know how many years, black end parched, dbut such a |
(g splendid Roman nose and such long slender hands and feet thnt-

; you knew she was patrician to the bottom of her soul whatever

é" _ her origin. And such clothes! So many o:f the Virgins and

5 gsaints have had such poor dressmakers togging them up, but |
z_ not this great lady. There was marvelous artistry in her

é costume. A bladk veil fell on each side of her hu.dtjnlt ’ |
T:_ below her shoulders; she wore a white tunic, gold embroidered L
i}: over a petticoat that came to the arches of her slender feet, 1
\% and (an equally splendid blaokm [on‘broidu‘@
\::i gakd. And her jewels!} Rings blazed from her fingers,

1 there was a magnificent brooch and jeweled chain; also a

Qi’_- be-jeweled orown and a jewel-inorusted bag which probably held

E nx e jewels. I hav::};,:ren a person so splendidly laid out.

And what a person she must have been. I don't know her name.

I never looked her up ror,J\'

n ob—in—bire—guide—bo-ok, and of conwee my mission was not to find
her. I was looking for Savonarola's cell to see if there I

might get a hint in trying to understamd Mussolini and his

Italy. What I got was an u—W of the nthulm of
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Italian boyhood for his church and its possessions - some thing e

whioh must not be left out of our reckonings.

This overflowing population of Italy mesns much %o i
other nations. I#ha- meant much to France since the m,.-‘:mr
Italians by the thousands, have gone in to help do workfﬁﬁh the
French were unequal in numbers. In the ten paz;l between lm

and 19I4 when the war broke out, we received m arly two millions

and a quarter Italians, chiefly men and women who put their hands

to ourlabor. Now count the vaglue to us in dollars and cents

of these people that Italy went into the expense of raising for

- us., 4t makes a debt. We talk much of Italy?s dedbt to us but

little of ours to her. In the dreary days just after the
Armistice, when the American doughboy was obliged to stay in
France, his job in his opinion done, and his only desire to
get home, there appeared one day in the streets of Paris,

an Ameriocan camion on which some profane youth had hung a huge
banner m which was printed in big letters:

We have paid our debt to Lafayette
Now who in ———- do we owe?

Someone might have suggested Christopher Columbus.
He took the trouble to discover us. He was an Italian though
 § boli‘vo 1t was not Italian money that backed him in his
venture; nevertheless he was an Italian and I do not know

that we have ever paid our debt to him._ Thet—is,

I S 2 e A R




-',__Stato?- We do not know what it u tuﬁ ir
| .1t bm n mt m 14.° M he;

11; night be put in the balance when,

Mﬁdiaouumoonatim ﬂ‘! aly's m: |

‘funded in November of 1925, two billion forty two mill

or about 1/12 of the entire wealth of the eonntry; I*r h_”

’oo paid in gold in annual installments running mr Gﬂ
The amounts are graded from five million dollars in 1.&6 h
between 19 and 20 millions in 1946; 38 millions in 1956,
79,400.000 in the last year whioh is X987. Where m thq M
get the money? When the interest payment on the m m
céme due in the spring of 1926, there was a ’ppnl n&n te _
the public for 25 million lire. The response was m«m i‘
and it out}a:n the request nearly four times{ Must I‘tl.ly p
on year after year taking up a collection for us. Oall i
America endure “the spectacle perpetually for 62 years, of
people aé hard-working and rrugal' as they, ltra:l.n!.at
to pay us who certainly oannot be said to nu! tha uw? Q
we do this when we think of Christopher Columbus? 7
Massolini has had Italy solidly with his mm
various international disputn that have ocome up. "He “
Italy," one keen observer watoching the Corfu amu :

One is inclined to repeat the rc-a.rk when ho 1 !

Wls natlion an L5 16 We-Sure AR M-l >unsels

unquestionably, following him n rW



Ge ol e bt on it vl A P I G .
i N

. ‘
& riéht. We will be forced to dbuy less the tocrc:l.mr" |
{i tion goes to eating black bread - and "“‘ MM |
:S it 1s too. * :
|_-?. And is then there no opposition, the ohcomif asks
lLDP: himself constantly? There is but you must look for it with a
I‘ég lantern. Here and there, an anti-Fascist will talk to you,
i\ﬁ when you have given him reason to believe that he ocan depend ‘
%1 upon your pledge not to identify him if you quote him,
= Often they talk freely, but it is interesting how they '
g quelify their confidences. That is;, there is no A ‘
g doubt that practically all those who still call thonaolvil
E anti-Fascists have had their views substantially modified
IQ_O | by what has happened to italy in Mussolini's four yoar; of
%; | leadership.
IE To the unregenmrated socialist the man is of oourse il
\i}; an out-and-out renegade. M they get little comsolation from
QILE many of their own. "He is the greatest mam you o:grhﬁ' -

’ , ;
P (14 reported to have said|Trot when a visiting body of Italians
went to him for consolationm, "d";ou made a primary mistake

= when you refused to take him back after the war," Bo=tiem his

e former most violently socialistic centers m.

Take Bologna. %'Prom being the most muu

in the country," a Bolognese told me, "1t
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TEI Itis diffioult to believe that such a complete change of
Lc\f, attitude oould happen in so short a period. *t can only be
;:: explained by the utter disgust that the former disorders
& nad oaused. The Fasoists came as saviours to the body of
'i:’ oitizens and to-day they are so regarded."” |
:i: - Go to Bolognabn a ma rket day and look at the orowd
g: that by eight in the morning fill the corridors, streets, -nrro
:g_ her public piazza; look into their mteuigmt bronged faces,
S at their virile frameg and you will see the mamner of men

g that had been converted to Fascism./ You could-haxdly-Rave a

The way the dooctrine has
emlan. ond %3

'bhn’\chasna once viskem®dy revglutponary,
ijs unbelievable. Even the little republic of San Marineo

which rises out of these eastern plains is almost violently

3

Faseist. I have had no greater surprise in Italy thsn when on

entering the public square of & oapital e—

publdo I saw on every hand the Fascists salute essm. It is
possible that San Marino went Fascist partly in self-defense.
It was surrounded by radical socialist agrioultural organiza-
tions and its own farmers were almost forced to join thefq

mepsEent. What a feather in the cap of Communism it would

= have been to have turned this little republic into a Soviet

19 state! . It was not an impossible outcome if Fascism had not

s | come along agg the wise of San Marino tell you sa.




 he said so and ao, horo he u:l.d u, uul m m m
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This apparently explains their enthusiasm when in August of
. 3’ ;
1926 Mussolini ndol the first vieit of his life ta-vbe ditide

Rppgaidg, a curious fact since he was born not over 30 miles

away. ‘

It is MeweseS#niis habit to make sudden d ashes
out of Rome to Forli to &t his family. It was on one of
these quick visits that he was seized with the desire to see
San Marino, so with Do%\'a Rachele as the Italians call Mme.
Mussolini end his three children, they dropped unannounced
into the aqua'rg__of the little republic possibly wit_h the hopo
of not being reoognize\d. A vain hope for the first guide who
om\ru.nn:l.ng to offer his services stopped short and saluted -

"Mussolini!"

”

~ e
8Say nothing about it, we have come as wadbers, we do

not want to be recognized." But that of course, was out of the

que stion, In ten minutes the whole capital kmew that the head of

the Italian Govermment was o their territory. There was wild
telephoning to #fficials, the few great in San Marino began
to prepare refreshments; women ma de up bunches of flowers, |
children came bearing them. They surrounded him, followed him

as he went from place to place and there was n.gth:l.ng in the

town or on the orags that he did not see. Never lﬂﬂ.o

town had they had such an exciting day!

They still tell you about w-'m-mm m m
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the illustrated four-page paper that they got out immediately

in honor of his visit. One of the interesting comments

that is sure to be repeated is that of an o0ld woman, who

e Tosing—fron-lsov-windsw, exclaimed "they told me he looked like
the devil and benold, he looks like the Redeemer!" '

e The most important opposition I have found in

'; Italy is that of intelligent liberals. I have already noted

E" in a former article that the liberals after the mrch on lolo/

ié: made an apparently sincere effort to unite with the Fascists.

% They found it diffioult for many reasons and after the : -
é Matteoti affair in the spring of 1924, not a few who had

£ faithfully co-operated, withdrew.

IC?E "T have withdrawn entirely," one man told me,

; "although I made an honest effort to work with the Fasoists.

\4:5 No reasonable man will deny that Mussolini has dome extraor-

il dinary things for Italy. I know seotions in which five years

?L'E__ ago no men's life was safe and to-day no man's life is in :

g danger. But I cannot endure theix manners and thedlr _ |
g) preposterous claims. You would mypoﬁo that before tho‘a\f*-s‘ M
< X T g ' A
Q% ?evoh‘u no one had ever ‘done anything for Italy, My -
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way of conducting government is not orderly, it hgs no
dignity, I cannot consent. It is dangerous too. Mussolini
is a man of extraordinary energy and mﬁgnot:lu but no one can
be sure what will happen when he goes."

There are at least a few philosophical observers

whom the whole Fascist movement is a deplorable

 because it idealizes ancient Rome and is tolerant
of catholioim‘; They look on Rome as a savage seizing what
others had done,. sing it for herself, licentious, devoid
of spirituality. They look an the Catholic Church as a
great political ma e, greedy only for power on earth, not at
all interested in a religion of /‘spirit. They believe that

Italy before the war was moking on an anti-classical, anti-

Catholic path and here comes gsolini with his revival of
Rome and of her ways, with his cumpromise with the Church,
allowing religious instruction in

the cruoifix. "It is a step backw one distinguished

to-morrow. It has always been so, in medi
you were a Guelph one day and & Ghibelline the
friends come in here to me and m‘I am & Fasoist, ' ester
you were a socialist, why have you m‘?’ ~ And ¢ " |

cen snswer is I am & Pasoist. *til
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gs. .t is letting others think for you, and as a
matter of fact\the Italians want nothing dbut pr epared ideas.

Mussolini is try to drive Italy into a world that is dead.
Rome is dead. The new world is a demcoratio, Christiam; the

Roman Catholic world is

Thie 18 a philosopher's-analysis of the situation,

w_ma_trﬂmaghblo pro:tessional man of long experience

with men and things, and a man who s knounslmuol M/LZQ ﬁhdﬂ;@(
W}\ aunalirn” Qate Rt/

I have been with mim um er th.
me t trying cirocumstances,

ssing. 4t is all stupid, roon-h/

oa L
is a remarkable man, a very

great human being, perfectly simple, natural, sincere, never a
humbug, bdbut I am not a Fascist and for what I believe to be

sound reasons! First the idolé.try that the Italians 7

have for him is dangerous. Italians love a great man and

when they have one they expect him to do everything for them, they
no longer attempt to do anything for themselves, they leave

it all to him and they will support him to the death. I

have young sons who are fanatics in their devotion to

Mussolini, they will die for him to-morrow. Now, they expect

400 much from him and when he falls as he may at any time, there

is gréat denger of reactim . People who love so fanatically

A
are bitter in their revolts. n we can no longer ﬁ!JM
public 3y matters; it is not because the gcnm‘t Mm, 1.1:

is because the fanaticism of his !ollm is mh M tm
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will not listen. My boys brook no oriticism, no question. '
_ «! There is grave danger from his alliance with the
Yatholics. The Ohnroh 'is always watching for Wﬂn

to inorease its tnporal power. Since the war it n‘hm

E:: diligently strengthening itself in every country in htm
lf?r Mussolini is in denger from the Church; the church u subtle
:\; he is nbt; he is frank, natural, direct and a’bh; make no

i. :E’_ mistake about that; a éroat and remarkable man, but he is not
e in :I.ntr.tguo":: the ohurch is."

8_ But how could eny man hope t® govern Italy and

I?T disregard the Satholioc Church? Even Garipaldi who was a

E fierce anti-Catholdc until his conquest of §icily, began his
o rule by appearing in Ris red shirt at a high |

Cz_: cathedral at Palermo. e a revolution to sa 7

I}: So far as I have heen able to discover, there is no.
i3 serious attention given by the Fascist Government to the

g8 class. Their chief anxiety is lest their

r.tticins of

SAY ; : ;
ohief|be murdered. There is a ’toolms at least among a few

that the whole structure might go to pieces, that the olf

V. S
forms of government been weakened, that tha- new are ;m. m

complete or at 1east not mnotiming with m'w and -m i
They do not now see the & State luffici.um W_h

gstand the strains of Msolm'a r-ovnl. m
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on Mussolini's life led him to tell them that they need have no
fear and that everything had been provided for in case of his death.

Now, just what did he mean? Probably that the King would declare

what is called in Italy ‘f tstate of siege" that is put the

= country under martial law. This would continue until he was

[—

EST convinced that there was no danger of serious disaster. He

e MM " o

':*; would then appaint a r who undoubtedly would be a

|

%_. Fasclist - one of a half dozen strong men who have been in the

&

= movement :from the beginning and whose ability has been proved.
) '

. The present counsel would continue so would she ministries, @‘M
& t:a,w

G w ; the Parliament, which as we
o

E have already seen, is three-fourths Fascists, would continue

R its work, so would the new senate half of which has been m de

& by recent decree syndicalist; mnt -'mﬁ
e
= hes—eveived would&n&m back this government

e/

would be the same powerful mm chinery that is backing hil..

Q‘g the national militia which is thyz:ld Pasoist army _g'.:.'oatod in

E_ the revolution between 19I9 and IQZW the various
'(—1 » dopartmmt%ffﬁtﬂ&y Fasoist. Tha is, the whole struotm,
;%\ built to withstand assault, would undeubtodly%togothor for a
QE* time. Whether it would endure permsnently, continue its

;LE development of the Corporate Bto.to,

.‘g goupol of "discipline" “order" and

Ml&\m__tm strength of the leaders: *
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together an oppositiom. : :

Fasoist themselves if Mussolini were assassinated. ig mc‘ 3

Probably the greatest danger would bde from the

mean a revival at points at least, of the old suspiocion and

violence which would be hard for a new 1..4.: to quell

indeed it turned out that he was of the Mummslsimi type. h’t :

/ ‘we havc a.lrca.dy uon,p does not think that he will

be taken off, and as long as he remains the man he now is, Italy
is safe; Indeed; She i5 growing strongervlay by day, bothr

P o —

en I came to Italy four months ago, I received a

a.
little over 38 lire for eessy dollax of American meney, Jo-day

8 considered , is a

I am receiving 28, Now that, allth

substantial improv t; it encourages country, it inoreases

To.be sure it works

confidence outside. e to the speculator.

re inflated stoo

The stronger the lire the will topple.

e quicker they go the better for those whq lab

But will he remain the man ke 1
man's downfall are in himself. Power such as Mussolini
exercises is fruitful soil for human wealmess. So far as we oan

Judge, there is no present danger of his falling inte
,a pitfalls which heve .ntrupm the larger u-b-dn m ‘
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L
An element in the -nuisfa:“ .
trouble is the inorease in the cost of livin
going steadily up sduméng the four nm”d‘ ‘Mu
At the base of this of course is his "m

money has gone down the prices have gone u’. -

in 19I4.
Now, one element in this which must not be

the standard of living in Italy, was mrytm :
oreased since the war. Before the ¥talians ate

but our canned beef seems TO have been & I.lrsl__‘ 21 eme
in working a revolution in their diet. !hoy lnli.ﬁ __ m

e «*. now and I have seen working men opening

2 much as they did. One element on the other s#.da,
' must not be or erlooked is that they weekly wage i8] lar
because of the steady employment; that is, instead of _ |
having three or four as they did for a lomg porﬂ.ed !.n I .

mdustry which the syndioatos mzxdx may feel u _‘
meets with strenuous opposit:lon from the labour p.&ﬂ%.




hes=TB8n —~except in certain radioal flurries, when, mmm i& ‘
some of his 0ld associates, hc left off his collar M m on l.
fur cap — Xost immaculate in dress, H- is always oomour M
:: Lq now and entirely . unconscious of his olothu. He seems M to
E_ have been from the beginning of his power troubled in the m‘l _
lﬁ? by the presence of the great kings and queens. h‘ lﬂlﬂl. this
:\;‘ varbarian do at & queen's table," people asked, when at the
!:?_ beginning of his government in Rome nfns necessary for him to
':q: be invited. The reports of those who have seen him are that
Ig he shows in royal presence the deference of good taste without
'Ig any impairment of personal dignity. The late Queen Marguerita
i;g who entertained him is said to have remarked :I.ne : Ry off his
f'a; surprising ease and dignity of mamner. "He is not only great {
!:L; but handsome," and this is the qomm nt of many women who meet
Hf\_“- Mussolini socially.
‘”i When the strain of affairs is off and he is with _
Q!%; ftiends or visitors, he is genial and smiling,l The pooulo 'lli
3 work with him if awed by his amasing power are fasoinated |
l(; by h:l.s personality full of nrpriu- mj“;‘itnity vhioh :
g apparently nejver weakens. They m! he is never malicious - L__,__.
q‘; : though he may fly into a rage. Those who co to him with llm '
:LE formed in his public exhibits are sure to m *&u
:%T he talks to them quietly l#¥e A nostile M vor
0 _‘ A

) after the first interview said of
ho is “oalm, oorum«" - a aif




l‘ on the platfom - "powerful, rude,

A fine trait of Mussolini's 1- his 1n$cwo-i an the
affairg of the moment, no matter how trivial it may -,5 h

M‘“ 1- lik.o a ohild,” m'

#:La associates told me." "He is m wants to know ﬁnt

Those who have been called into conference ﬂ

i o St

ovorything
: lﬁmi‘;w‘,

"5 inform i Mﬂ E

'ty Seund—hier 'good, hmnt, a ﬂghtﬂr’ v:lih :

- anr G erspise sxplemibion
tor his 11:0 than for hin pookot book - his or

Loue v fieah to DO

e laborins nnssn - of surpr:l.s!.ng sinplioi.t: as

- TP T sit e shows T pui

m bo}ere the pain of othors as ho h atrm m h!.l w:tll

sk

. -pauicn - '

to oonqur"
If ‘He 1is pinning on a vaage dﬂ:u:gnn everyuuiug iu m m’i

oSl

%o fix it firmly and at the proper point; when he is reviewing
troops you get an idea he sees ali the faces; when he is :mmu
‘the bands of children who pass b;toro him his face is a study

in gentleness. At exhibits, partiodlarly at the annual |
wheat exhibits, his knowledge and enthusiasm are a tremendous
pride and stimulus to the growers. Last August there was s

grain exhibit in Rome by the farme rs of the surrounding
country. There was a splendid showing, the struggle to

inocrease the yield of grain in the last m years having

produced remarkable results
heads wheat from the harves
in the sizh of the head, the we




-J. on the platform - "powerful, rude,

A fine trait of Mussolini's is his interest in the |

a:t:ta.i:rt of the moment, no matter how trivial it may be e, be, M
% s 1ixe & onild," one
#ia associates told me." "He is m, wants to know :but'
overy‘thing. Those who have been called into conference ﬂ
ktm on some matter?;hioh he knew nothing but on which he felt it
necessary to inform h:msol:t, say he will sit for amn hour, alkm
all sorts of gquestions, insisting on precise explam tiong "
delighting in every mew point, quick as a flash to seize the
essential. This intentness of interest is shown in publie
gatherings, !‘hatover he 1is doingk}o gives his whole mind %o it.
gf he is pinning on a badge he forgets everything 1n his effort
to fix it firmly and at the proper point; when he is rﬂiﬂiﬂl 3
troops you get an idea he sees al.". the faces; when he is rmm
the bands of children who pass boforo him his face is a study
in gentleness. At exhibite, pa:rtio\t:‘larly at the anmnl‘
wheat exhibits, his knowledge and enthusiasm are & tremendous
pride and stimulus to the growers. Last August there was a .
grain exhibit in Rome by the farme rs of the suxromuns .
country. There was a splendid showing, the struggle to
inorease the yield of grain in the last three roﬂ'l hlﬂﬂ ;

produced remarkable result




Another pitfall into 7o T=-S
falling, is thet- o:m,.mmrﬂm '
qvidence- MWW
_His salary as Prime Minister u mﬁ

s out of his pontion

E like M#ZLSOOO .00 a year. The State pays for :mnotm mﬁ
Ei Mussolini insists must be handsome, worth: of a great M :
§

= ;
}é 5 But as for himself, he has in Rome only a little M

= “ _ “  with one maid to take care of him. His family he Kkeeps at

ﬁ%m " Porli a town mixed with his fortunes from boyhood, the place ‘
{f where he m rried Donna Rachele. Here she with her three

J; handaome children kee np a simple home into dndh Mussolini

;L ; . now and then g ashes. When people talk to him of the ;dmtaw
;_\\\‘, of Rome for his family, he is contemptiuus. The socisl Mﬂ,
i R

é the association, the flattery, the danger of distorted views
& g




for Mussolini's day - "the most laborious day of the ‘Head of the
Government." He is a men who does nothing but mk . |
hours of every twenty four are usually spent in mlu '

he usually sleeps but three hours; m,. exeroise at pr ‘ “ e
horseback-riding in the morning, though he some times M :

‘and is, I am told, a rather brilliant femcer. He also

drives his omn notoro:rm-llr. His chief rela: ‘

are reading and music. He is a rapid omnivorous m# '_



His indifference to money m
a0 his colleagues. They tell him that he should

them ".po:llod"

3 future of his family. It does not interest him.

mus t make their own way, he—says, & he did.

=

e O One who knows him woll tells me thn‘t Mﬁi

present moment he is filling five dirfomt

each of which carries a salary. He is glad ”M’M
the salaries of these officers to the natien.




- B -

books, pamphlets, newspapers - not only Italian dut French,
English, German. if the bulk of these are political,
gocial, economio, he enjoys both fiotion and poetry. e is all
Italian in hig passion for musioc and playe the violin

fairly. e has played it since he was 18 years old. When

things are trying, problems knotty, he can be heard at night

playing quietly to himself. T 7 E alr

that this strenuous life is telling on hié faculties, onorvnting
his energy and will, he will quickly enough apply to himself

the discipline he preaches in all matters. Indeed, already °X ///
he has done that in the matter of diet. Before his illness in

the opening months of 1925, he is said to have been a hearty

careless eater. He is abstemious now everywhere excepting

possibly at public functions. =

Italy dry, that ha thinke working people need aj.ttlo wine

or beer at the end of the day. ' renews

their sooiel sense. Q)\L. W&J




his faith in thisereation, desper =md

8 mind is the refuFm 0" "i

i order and labour.® He never loses an opportunity to ize A

:ﬁi’_ the necessity of these qualities. One of his most impressive ‘

I% recent on this text was a historical paper on fho

:\: long and costly struggle of ancient Rome to make a place

E:: for herself in the leditorranosn , transforming herself from a

% land to a sea-power. The story was told to give him a

I(O:_f olinching illustration of the qualities he believes essential

r% inA I'I:-aly to-day, an opportunity to drive in the two sentences

Jg with which he concluded his addressf "the greatness of Rome as a

'@g seapower was the result of long sacrifices, incredible

I(‘? tenacity, indomitable will. These qualities conquer

J;:: to-day as they will to—morrow and always."

7:; These preachings of his not only touch the common

Q’&? sense of maturer Italians, but they stir idealistie youth,

:@_ stir it to ocmtrol, in sacrifice, in

?j _co-operation({ I hear a certain class of liberals say that

I:—T—l this is training in slavery but they reflect that :tonl of

Q@% opinion which seeks a way to achieve _withon‘k dilo.tp:ulp, ; ‘
self-control,| steady labor. There ‘:i:%'h.k l_ whish 48 1

.

trained to these hard virtues is orga a 1 55.,:‘5
Italy are in a kind of boy-scout or :

iy s 1 0, vt
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e Balilla was a Genevese boy who in 1746 when the Austrians

E\H

o |

A9 controlled the city and were exasperating the people by their
g  brakality, picked up & stone one day when the orowd was

i particularly incenced at somo unjust action of their tmter-. ;
b

I“i end oried "shall I start 1t?" hurl&h. missile he said it
(o

& at the head of the Austrian oommander. m- u’l the beginning of
b

: a revolt which ohased the foreigners frdm :] To-day Balilla's
(™

- statue in Genoa is a favourite point of pilgr:l.nago for groups

; (‘L). }

i of Fascistg boys. You meet them oomi.ng’!l.nto the great stations

(D _

I% gt=%wnva, hundreds of them in black shirts always, however

(p

- - heterogeneous the rest of their garments may be, filling

O :
= the air with their cries of "Eja Eja Alala" or with the strains

of their marching songs, Giovanneza. If it were submission that
‘llussolin:l. had in mind when he arganized the boys, he wouid

hardly allow young Balilla to 'ho?o-' their hero! It is soms thing
else, it is the profoundest kind of belief based on his own

hard experience with men, his own efforts to establish soms

form of social demooracy in Italy that has led him to the
conclusion which he is giving his life to enforce on Italy. thqt
,tc‘sooiety ezn progresstSexeept in proportion & order, '
discipline, labor of the masses of the people.
I£ Mussolini should pass now from the so:

 has left not only to Itely, but to the world, &




‘bo r“borod. In coming ymuhmon pul.i. _
ssmen sit mpotm, unwilling to aot'li

mmh m interest be endangered, when ‘the pﬂ’

mere uho:ml of mischievous half truths, of ﬂnmm
mnatiom, of irresponsible counsels, there wi:l.l bo %,

who will mot fail to ory: remember Mussoliniy ofuBbadp

\\"‘_
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-
Q% ' There i1s no doubt that the Fascist regime had dom )
Sp much to complete the work of unity the states of Italy. I

Lé heard a brilliant Italian woman, analysing her country, say:

o Italy has never been a chorus, she has been a collectim

;_1 of voices; some high, some low, many off-key, sending out

‘..,Ef tunes, never a trained chorus such as I conceive the United

Gy sStates of Amerioca to be; we are nearer to-day than we have

f ever been before. The Italian chorus to-day is sending out

'\j tunes all on the same key.J¥t mas to me a graphic expression of

E‘ the h?r “63%8%’11333 glt in going about the country.

2 Wherever there remained institutions still separate

I(:' from the State, remnants of the old independent government,

2 they have been or are in the way of being absorbed into the

=

é}: Central govermment. The banks of Sicily and of Naples

E} have stood outside of the National Bank of Italy, issuing their

= own money, carrying their own gold reserves; naturally they :

'@T; were proud of their independence and probably wished to

é_: preserve it, but this year, 1926, the Government took awgy :
_'% their issued privilege, concentrating it in the National |
ji Bank. They also transfersed the gold reserves, thirty three

e million gold lire. One explanatim of the change in government

I'Ei of the oomnmpes is that it is most essential education and

. highways partiocularly, should be unified in Italy, that the

f-}i 8tate desires that there should be a centralized system, and does

;ﬁ} not want to trust this to agencies elected by the municipalities

i since the questim of the expertability to deal with the
problems is generally overlooked for some personal or
political reason. |




