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Miss lda ll. "Tarbell,
New York city,
Dear Madam:

The announcement of :four nﬂl»'ho

the emncipatpr. It e-boldenn me to eall
seems to be a neglected ;néideht in that m
‘briefly a"a possible ‘the incidenta leudingupto
%\ In Anguat, 1846, President Polk sent to B"
vetoing a bill that made a&opﬁations to tlfw
$1,378,450 for ‘the improvement of ocrta:ln ﬁ,ﬂw'

There were at that time two schools of polu Ci

NG
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i | country. Ono achool callod strict ceustmetil
f_ o ~coa¢ress had no power ‘to do what the Connt.iﬁ,"
oS

1@;1,)' authoriza. Internal mprovemntt ,w e no

words, suthorized, and th-rctoro appropriut

were uncanatitutionul. The other cchool

construction of the powers granted to com 8
t:lon. That i.uatrmnt gave to coam'ua pmr
merce with foroign natim,,m mnz the

this power u m cenwm thst uwro s



particularly in the North and West. !ha poeylo of Athc
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lake ports,.Bufta.lo, Cleveland, Toledo, Bctroit, Nc 1

sections tributary to them, were upeoiully mi

was at once set on foot to voice the popular mt m
nal improvements, A preliminary orgmiaatim-ﬁm
called a convention to meet in Chicago Ju].y l,
the way of reflecting popular 1*:'38*. in a Méoot,
ever held inmthe country was a greater suceﬂm.
Chicago at that time was a rather rough 'tr'o‘uit;l.c,rt 7
population of about 16,000, Not a single line of rn
yet rofached the cif;y. Entrance into and exit f.m
made by sa'il or steam on the lake, or by qmiu’_go or £
land, That, under such circumstances, the quei Mm "'v
'improvements should have brought to the little cuy
conservatively estimated at 20,000, neurly om-!u.lf_ 'M"
certified dalegatu, is certainly marvellous,

unable to take care of the crowd, Its ho-pit&liﬂy~

dial character of a new, proud, ambitious and tmi_;
conscious community. But it was simply ove hel:

of visitors camped in the strutn. Emdndd tm‘

in the lake vessels that brought them to th. city,
tion held its mnﬁng'a in a bt.g tent, poluqf
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1ng lavyeu, a member of a fmly ramuu for l ’
o many lines of endeavor. One of his brothers m a
A the United States Supreme Court; another mm
first ocean telegraph cable; a third was the elttﬂ" :
successful religious paper, : -
Other delegates from New Yorﬁ were Horwo@r.ﬁw
rising into fame as the editor of the most 1nf1mut& >
the conntry has ever known; and Thurlow v-ea,uuu u' :

of his kind, and the Guide, counsellor and rrimd

Seward.

4 | v
The wonderfuly eloquent Tom Corwin, Governor o

part in the probeedinga.“ Other delegates rmm

Bobb, and former Governors 'arron and lorro'. R

Bupreme Oourt, came a.lao from Ohio.

There were preaont a score or more of mwm;
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o future Congressman fron the Kane county district, mm i
l tined to represent the Jo Davicss district, and I-cllc : ﬂm
i;i worth, already in Congress from ch.iosgo,--thnc and m;r 0
Ii: then unknown to fame, were there, From Bmmmw
S fbraham Lincoln. 7 e
:\;w One Illinoian was conspicuous by. hj.a qhum«-l_

TE?_ - Douglas. The 'Littlo Giant" had a few months b.rurr h
EL”E United States SQnator from Ilgnois, He m pout.bly -t
E constructionist., In any event, it is pr*bll that hl d&
(L care to begin his Senatorial career by antagonizing the
;f E— tration, ’ N

: I.etters were received from some of the most d).stillm'-‘ d men
i\(é : in the country. Daniel Webster wrote a mrdlctm E
. which he argued with great power the constitutional ri

EE: gress to appropriate money for internal 1nprovmnt{n§f

wrote a cordial letter commending the purpose for which t

vénti’on was assembled, Letters were also z".oqonpﬁf_“

President Van Buren, from Senator Lewis ek Wt ..m

H. Benton. e
Abraham Lincoln took a mdut but most el
convention., It was his first visit to ehiem.\ |

fsll he had been elected to Qo.nsrc-u ’ the oa].y



a national stage, He there had the chance to measure himl!‘

. 1If you do know them I can but wonder that in your :I.ntcustial

~ River and Harbor Comvention at Chicago.® This letter is

e nsht in "Uncollected Letters of Abraham m.ncohl,
_ d' -“br Gilbert A, Tracy, and published m 1!17. !ou re,
rmuar with thi- vo.l.m, uam ‘you smsto
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with some of the big men of the country. David m«u-y l‘hl& m
there to hold the convention in check if possible, lo m m .

_ nble apeech, counaelnng conservative action and lm:'ﬂh lﬁ&w';"i‘ St o

ment. But the convention was in no mood for mnttm. o
coln was called upon to answer Field. This he m, u ﬁl,
ley says, "briefly and happily." ﬁ b g,\- 6“” |

Possibly, llisa !arbell you are familiar uth' .
that case this letter will seem like bring:lng co..ln to

Life of Abraham Lincoln no mention is mdg of them, hld thl m—
der grows as I discover that not a single biographer or Lincoln o
makes the slightest mention of this convonticn, and mmxnn wt‘
in it, Nicolay and Hay are silent on the aubject. I.mu M

Herndon, his friends a.nd partners, make rno mention of it. lﬂ’ o

does any of Lincoln's numerous biographers, Yet it seems tﬁ h
that the Opportunit:lea he there enjoycd had an important i /
ence :I.n his mental development,

It is a little singular, too, that no writing of Linceln
self has been preserved in which he mentions his attom :

experience at the convention In a letter to Orville K.’
dutod June 24, 1847, he does say: "1 am preparing to go to
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