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Rev. William E. Barton,
FPirst Congregational Church,
Oak Park, Ill.

My dear !'r. .-‘arton:

I hope you are not one that ham
111 will Lecause of long delayed replies to letters. If you are
I am afraid that I have been wiped entirely off your slates

In going over a quantity of letters collected in my
long absences from Lew York iu the years 1919«1920 & " letters ‘
acknowledged by my secretary, I see, but which I never, until a
ghort time ago had rezd, I found two from you « interesting
letters, one in regard to Lincoln's religious life, another 1:1
regard to Mancy Hanks and her origin.

I take it fron. your Look:s, which I have of course read,
that I would be carrying coalc to Hew Castle to say anything :
er either subject ncw. Instead of your asking me quesuom, it

is I that should Le asking them of you. And that is what + want
to do nowe. .

I have bLeen very mmci interested, as every Lincoin
student has, witih the newspaper accounts of your recent paper,
announcing that you ha.d cleared up, Leyond contreoversy, in ymw
judgment, Mancy Hank's oripin, for, I gather from the unsatiofar
reports of your paper, you have found documentary evidence t
Herndon was right in his theory that lancy Hanks was t..e 11l
daughter of a Lucy llanks. Lay I ask, dear 1“:' Barton, when ym
paper is to be published? .

* I never held either !lerndon or Dennis lanks very high
as genealogists. These matters can only be finally settled of
course by documentary evidence. Joseph Hank's will that lirs.
Hitchecock discoversdms always reemed to me the only importmt
record that we had - but I yield to documents always, and am gl
to honor those who diligence turns them up. Will you not, then

let me know when I may hope to see published copies of the mq
that you have found?

And may I not hope that you will forgive me foxr 1
rudeness in allowing your letters to go unanswered? T
at a very difficult period. I was abroad when the f
I have been verv little in ilew York since that tim
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