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:i \_/ One of the enduring relies of the presidential eampaign of

A 288 1660 i{s the popular impression that Abraham Lineoln's personal

Ef appearanse bordered on the grotesque. The feeling over the issues at

\\(Z stake in that year were intensely bitter. ILong before the nominations

- were made it was elear that whoever the ¢andidates a free exshange of |
E damaging personalities was inevitable. Vhen it was known that the ‘
& Republiean party had nominated s Westerner of obseure birth and narrow |
‘Cf unrumi with neither the training of the seholar nor the polish of

}u:? the man of the world the opposition seised its opportunity. Para-

gl graphs deriding Lineoln's manners and appearanee were published almost

}(1:“: dally in the newspapers. The most extravagant earieatures were seat-

g tered in every town. "Uneouth,” "ill-elad," "shambling,® "grotesque"

:E mo tlu u.mun- n oo-tmu used to ituubo uu. no ponur

‘G(—Lj) was ton.d of Iduoon as aonthzns mmttou unt riuouou lhwu.

? The Republieans did thur utmost to eradieate the notion, but they never

- sussseded. In a somewhat modified form it exists to-day.

= It 1s not diffieult to know how mush of truth there is in

s this idea, for a great number of Lincoln's eontemporaries have deseribed

Ll; in detail his appearanes and there are many exesllent portraits in ex-
Q‘S; istenss. The most authentie deseription we have of Mr. unool.n;ho

@ wréte himself. 4’5'

¥ *I am in height _ux feet, 4 inches, nearly; lean in flesh,

Q veighing on an average 180 pounds, dark co*lmon.' with coarse blaek

}(1: hair and gray eyes. No other marks or brml resollested.”
fo\.,;:. ' His great height ("extent® they uuu it in Illinois in ﬂu.

‘(}?’ eampaign) was the mors eonspiouous because his frame was hﬂk. his

= his hands and feet large. Many of his eontemporariss say that their

E—; first impression was that he was exeeeding awkward. Por the most M

‘L: these impressions seem to be dus to the Taet that the persons firet
o saw Nr. Lincoln when he had dropped into eareless positions it was his,

4=t T : :
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habit to take when he was talking or thinking. Often he sat with ome
leg thrown over the arm of his shair. "Sitting on his shoulder blades,"
"eoeking his legs up as high as his head,” stretehing his legs out
straight in front of him, laying his feet on the table wers all favorite
positions of his.When he walked he had a long, rather loose, swing of
the arm and when he played games he would often throw himself purposely
into the drolest position seeming to get a boyish kind of fun out of
his own eomie attitudes. It is not strange that these hadits in a man
of his pesuliar frame gave an impression of ungainliness. DBut it is
obvious that Lincoln sould not have spent mueh of his time "sitting on
his shoulder blades” or swinging along the street. He led altogether
too busy a 1ife for that. What he looked 1ike when he sat at work at
Y t.b:l.o". stood to speak or to reseive men is of far mere imporsanee
and luekily we have a great number of portraits of 3/4.a full length
whieh give us a faithful idea of him as well as descriptions of ‘him
when he was astively engaged in the duties of shs his daily 1ife.

A sareful examination of thess portraits must sonvines any one that in
spite of length and leanness of him Abrahsm Lineoln was far from un-
gainly. Indeed thers is not one of thess portraits whish is not
eharacterised by a fine strong fesling of dignity, fores and kindli-
ness. Mr. T. H. Bartlett, the seulptor, who has studied Lineoin's
physieal charasteristies as shown in his portraits mere profoundly than
any one else, says on this peint: "Lineoln sat down with great dignity
and sitting down is a very extreme test of the sharaster of physieal
eonstruction. Lineoln sat well, superbly. . . . He stood well and above |
all, unassumingly and naturally. In nearly all of his h.u_ length \
portraits there is seen a physieal and mental esoneentration very rare;
that is his body, hips and arms kept together. Whenever there is an
artieulation iﬁ astion like the bend of the wrist, ankle or arm there
is inevitably graee and strength, effeets never prodused by mean joints
or uneouth physieal eonstruetion. Lineoln's joints were elastis
easy and strong in make and movements.® iy 7

This opinion of Mr. Bartlett is fully eorroborated by Mr, '
Jno. Nisolay who says: *Thers was neither oddity, exeentrieity, awk- .
wardness or grotesqueness in his fase, figure or movement; that on the




sontrary he was prepossessing in appearanee when the entire man was
fairly eonsidered, mentally and physieally, unusual height and proper-
tion, and general movement of body and mind." He alse states that
*Lineoln's walk was slastis, vigorous, rather guiek, firm and gignified;
ne shuffling or hiliutsu. Had a luio swing in his movement, and
when snuneiating a great thought that he wished to impress upon his
hearers he would straighten up to an height."

Contrast the deseriptions of Mr. Lineoln at his sase with
those we have of him when he was speaking. His shoulders inelined to
droop good-naturedly when he talked, were thrown well bask, his great
frame was drawn to its full height, his gestures were fres and uneon-
seious. The transformation brought in his appearanse im eertain of
his great speeches was so amasing that men who saw him still deseribe
the seene with something like awe. He seemed to grow before their
eyes so marvellously was his frame expanded and emnobled under the toru
of his emotions. At the time of his remarkable moﬂt at W-
I1ltnois, in 1866, when he f1 van party, his
appearanes made the profoundest iwronlon on his ho&m and men who
heard him still deelare that there was moments of the speesh when Lineoln
was the handsomest man they ever sav.

The peeuliarities of Lineoln's physique were emphasised by
his indifference to dress. In the days when he traveled the eireuit
and made politieal speeehes this was eonspicuous. Oblivious himself
to the niseties of the toilet, with 1ittle money to spend on elothes,
foreed by his profession to hard travel on horse bask or by sarriage, it
was msx not astonishing that trousers were often too short, his boots
dusty, his high hat rusty, his wsbrella elumsily rolled, his mesktie }
ewry. But it is quite as great a mistake to suppose that Lineoln ‘
habitually appeared even in his earlier days in this unkept way with his
hair unsombed as to suppose his position was invariably avevard. s '
nﬂnno are his best defense in both partisulars. : A

In the mmm earliest portrait we have of him he is dressed M
serupulous care even a kind of eleganee. Mculotu a ph
u'h of him in mnm. in which his elothes are '




As a rule he seems to have worn a long broadeleth eoat ov.or a satin

vest. His shirt fronts are invariably neat and although his stoek

of neekties is oftentwisted and his sollar too large nuthi_r are par-
tieularly untidy. Prom a study of his portraits early and late, one
eannot find a suggestion of the grotesque dress whieh his eontemporaries '
so often describe. Nor was this because he "dressed® for the sitting.
Most of his photographs were taken almost by aceident. He stopped at
the gallery in passing at a friend's request or a photographer™went

out and brought him in.

An "ugly" faee it has always been supposed erowned Mr., Lin-
eoln's "awkward" body. If one stwudies his face and head in detail there
is much to sustain the impression. His head was large, the forehead
high and broad, the ears out-standing, the oheek bones prominent, the
nose thiek, the mouth large with a slight droop of the lower 1ip. His
sheeks were sunken and on the right ud. of his fase was a large wart.
His dark eomplexion was seamed and gnarled as if beaten by wind and
rain. His eyes were gray and deep set. The Whole wils surmotnted by
ecarse black hair through whish he had the habit of running his fingers
when exeited, until it stood up in every direetion. When in "ropolo

his eyes were dull, his expression lifesless. In spite of this unprom-
ising 1ist of features the head of Linecoln in his portraits is always
interesting. As his form under eonditions expanded until it became of
extraordinary nobility, so his faee under the stimulating influenee of
thought became a new thing. Numbers of those who have resorded their
impressions of Lincoln's appearanes speak of this transformation. In
1860 some two months before the eleetion, Mr. A. J. Conant, the artist, ]
went to .Bprincﬂold to paint a portrait of the llopnbitun presidential }
eandidate. The first time he saw him Linedln was standing in a grouwp
of friends all in animated oonimatl.on. his face was beaming with l
good nature, its sharp angles had melted into graseful eurves and his
expression was charming. Mr. Conant immediately deeided that this
was the Nr. Lineoln he must paint. But when he went bask for the
first sitting thers was another man before him, one with a melansholy :
expression sat before the artist with martyr-like resignation. Now all
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the irregularity and angularity of his face ecame out. Mr,. Conant saw

now that the line of the nose wans ntraigh# on one side and slightly
iurv‘ol on the other, the lower lip on the right side was fuller than on
the left, as if swollen from a blow or the sting of an inseet, the
under 1id of the eve drooped, showing the white balow the irris and
intensifying the sadness of his expression. Mr. Conant turned all his
resourees to calling forth the expressions he had first seen on Mr.
Lineoln's fase. Ha suceeeded in interesting him in making him talk
‘and at once he had the missing, bright, almost youthful faee he had
first seen.

An "Rdmund Kirke® M Gillmore, records in his reminis-
eenees an experienee not dissimilar to that of Mr, Conant. The first
Mr. Gillmore saw Mr, Linooln was in Washington.

"He was exeesedingly tall,” writes Mr. Gillmore, "and so
gaunt that he seemsd even above his reputed height of six feet four
inches; but he was not--as very tall men often are--ungainly in either
manner or attitude. As Hé leaned back in his ehair, He had an &ir of
unstudied ease, a kind of eareless dignity, that well boém nis sta-
tion; and yet thers was not a trace of self-eonseiousness about him.

He seemed altogether forgetful of himself and his position; and entirely
engrossed in the subjeet that was under diseussion. He had a large

" head, covered with coarse dark hair that was thrown carelessly bask from

a spasious forehead. His features were also large and prominent--the
nose heavy and somewhat ann.‘the cheeks thin and furrowed, the skin
bronsed, the 1lips full, the mouth wide, hut played about by a smile that
was very winning. At my first glanee he impressed me as a very homely
man, for his features were 11l-assorted and none of them was perfeet,
but this was before I had seen him smile, or met the glanee of his

' deep-set, dark gray eye--the deepest, saddest, and yet kindliest eye I

had ever seen in a human heing. T had been prejudieed against luu.
but with the first words he addressed to me, the prejudiece vm,
and left me feeling perfectly at my ease."” ,. o
The §hird time Mr. Gillmore saw the president he wrote:
neither of the two previous oeecasions when I had met Mr. W




he been sc attraetive as mow, both in manmer and appearanse. His

deep sunk, dark gray mim eye had a soft, beautiful expression, and T
never saw a smile so positively captivating. It transfigured his whole [
face, making his plain features aetually good-looking, so that I could

agres with Mrs. Kirkland who, not long before, had told me that he was \'
the handsomest man she had ever known." }

This winning expression whidh made people con"oulu eall him ]
*handsome" is well desoribed by an Englishman who met Linceln early in
1862 and wrote his impression of the president to MaeMillan's Magazine:

"There is a softness about his smile and a sparkle of ¢ry
humor about his eye which redeem the expression of his face and remind
me more of the late Dr. Armold, as a ehild's Teecllestions recalls
him, than 4f any face I can sall to mind.*”

These rapid txanss® transformations prove that im spite of
the apparent eoarseness of Lincoln's body his frame was really fine and
elastie, his futaru mobile and sensitive. As a matter of faet Shams
& soul than Linecoln. In every one of his yortmu we lwu a new man.
Theres are portraits of Lincoln in whieh he has the face of a poet. In
two or three the pose of his head is regal in its determined purpose
and there are others in which the ineffable melansholy of his eyes
overshadows every other charasteristie. Any ecareful study of these

portraits show that whatever the gauntiness of his frame, the irregu-
latiyu of his features, the oddity of his dress, there was something

&n his faee and bearing whieh caused all these sonsiderations to be for-
gotten: dignity of carriage which carsless position could not eonceal;

a feoling of foroe which the jocular demosrstis fashion in whish he met
people eould not down; a beauty of expression whish hollow eyes and
sunken cheeks emphasized; & nobility of features whieh a wrinkled

bronsed skin sould not stiffen. The very sontrast between these .
sore and distinguished personsl sharaeteristies and the m of his
frame had its power on his associates. It made Ml the m
hlnrumuuu Jmtuwutmlmm
sav what was a man who sasidy ruled his
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