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SOUTHWESTERN

VIOE-PRESIDENTS
DUBOIS COUNTY, MIBS QENEVIEVE WILLIAMS, HUNTINGBURD

_ GIBBON COUNTY, LUCIUS C. EMBREE, PrincIToN

PERRY. COUNTY, THOMAS JAMES D& LA HUNT, OANNELTON
PIKE QOUNTY, ARTHUR H. TAYLOR, PrTirssuna

POSEY. OOUNTY, GEORGE J, WATERS, PostvviLL
SPENCER COUNTY, MRS. CALDER EHRMAN, ROCKPORT
VANDERBURGH COUNTY, SAMUEL L. MAY, & e
WARRICK COUNTY, JUDQGE ROSCOS KIPER, BoowviLLe

Evanavillae, Indian&,

Hisms Ida M. Terball,
c/o Alvin Scott, Jr.,
Naperville, Illinois.

Dear Miam Tarbsll:

Vours of
vou a4 followa:

INDIANA HisTORICAL SocieTy

JOMN E. IGLEHARY, PRESIDENT
917 Cimzens 8anNKk BLDO.

514 8. FineT BT Twurm 4

GEORGE H. HONIQ, TREAS. LUCIUS.O:
MeRcAnTiLE Cow' L. Bank BLDG 8 O

Novewmber 17, 1933.

the 18th received, upon whioh I wired

"Telegram recsivei will ne glad to meet you bu¥
doubt whethar vou would find it wor th while now.
TLetter to vou today above alireas will wmake i%

claarar."

I hava no documantas. I have navar had apscial

fecilitisa for isaling in datail relating to Lincoln's life' -
or rasidence in Indiana, concarning which there is conaiderable
informetion, about which probably you know more than I do. I
have been much intarested in historical invesatigation relating
%o the people of southsrn Indisna, bsfore and after the States
wes admitted to the Union, snd I have done asome research wor
end some writing elong the line. ’ s

I was born in 1848, less than elaven years after
Edward Egelaston was born. My firat achool teacher was one of
the MHqueeras trre who raducedl oruslty to children to an exact .

acience, and I belong to the pioneer agse. I have besn for. . .

over fiftv years a trial lawyer. My grandfather aat upon the
vench a8 lay judge in Warrick County, and before him Pitoher
practiced. My grandfether was a Justice of the Peace within -
twenty miles of Lincoln in 1835, and lived about the same dis- &
tance from the Lincoln farr that Boonville ia. My mother's: — .
people wera among the first asttlers in the firag British - .. U
asttlement in Indiane, and my wother wes born in England.
My father's father was a tide water Maryrlander. My father wai
born %n Yentucky, but ssttled in Indiana at a very early age
in 1833. o TR

Yhen arran menta for the Cen;ennigl onEvﬁh
was prepared in 1916 I was made chalrman of & historical
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and began the work of aelso ting members and committees and
the work, but the war stopped 1it. Meanwhile, I had re
quite late in 1ifs, %to bsoome vary much interested in pio
1ifs of smouthwestern Indiana as both of my parents bel

pioneer families.

My worY haa baan a litigating lawver for:
years, and analyzing the evidiance in law caaaa in weif
and msarching for authority, and the qualities required 1
work are analogous to the qualities requirsd in historioca:
zation as to make ths latter work with me very fascinati
T find myself loaded up with work of that character gen Ly

Three vears ago in an inaugural addreas as presidsnt
of thia sociatv, I warned the membara againat the overshadowi.
influence of what I called "The Tincoln Inquiry" as I was afra
it would interferas with other inveatigation. In an address delivared
two years latsr before the mams acciety, I stated that I had ch b
my wind on this point, and was now convinced that the missing
tar in Lincoln's life in Indiana would nevar be proparly de
until the misming chapter in thse 1ife of the people of Ind
Auring his pariod was proparly written, and this heas never
dons. Tharafore, it ssemA to we thers is no ahort cut on |
into the Lincoln inquiry, and for myaslf, I maks no pretens
in any wuch lins. I havs b3an however greatly intereated in the -
Brackanridgsa anl John Pitchsr. Mra. Hanby of H%. Varnon %ells
me that vou tal¥sd with John Pitcher. T AR

I ¥new John Pitchar wall, thougch more than fif g
vears his junior, and 36 fsr as I know the only living lawyer
who aver heard him %trv s case. I am now preparing a skefoh of
the timas of John Pitcher, not intanded to be anything very
alaborata, but rather to weigh the facta %o which I have al
cslled sttention, and in addition to deal with John P}
& nman, ani £8 ha wes influencai himself by his surroundings i
Indiane, and &8 he in all probability influencad Avraham Linc
I hope 8t tha Januarv mesting of owr aocietr %o have my pap
Pitochar comolated so that it may bs printed in the bullet
the Indiane Hiastorical Commismion, which ia printing owr

cesdinga.

In the forthcoming bulletin of our comuiasion
is undar the direction of Dr. John W, Nliver, Diractor 0

Stata Historical Commismsion, State Houss, Indianapolis
is now in presa, will be printed in full the two addre
me, referred to above, in each of whioch I deal with %h
inquiry. In adiition I have atimulated work in ever;
on thia subject. I am responaibls for lra. Hanby's
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wanted to meet vou and am curious to Ynow what Pitoher
&lthough I do not think he told you much, and he is a

whom it is somewhat unsafs to draw 1nfarenoee of a ns,
in thia particular. He was a wonderful man, a man wh

Yias Ida Tarbell,
Page 3,
Nwexnbﬁr 17; 19?’8-

John Pitchsr and Lincoln, which will also appear in tho forth— itk e Aol
coming bulletin of our State Historical Commission abovs menticnsd-‘jﬂu
I expect to hava ons or two psraona on the nro§ram who knew John ..
Pitchar at tha next meating of our mociety in Evansville- 1n~Jannary,”'
end if you happen to be in this section of the wecds the latter partf
of next Janusry, ws shall be zlad to have you vieit us and tdko

a hand. . :

I aw b thia mail sending to the above address to you
thras cornies of the Indiane Magazine of Hiastory, one copy of Juno
1019 on ths First British Sattlement in Indisna, and one the
Merch nuuber 1931, continusd in the June numbsr 1931 of the bame
ragazing on ths Lifs and Timeas of John Shrader. You may ‘have.
seen th3as magazinasg, but if you have not, I belisve the pazt10ular
rafar3ncss will intarest vou, unless it ba the pursly biographio&l
1ata ralating to my ancestors, in which of course "ou will not
e @xpectad to t=¥e any special intersst, but there are a number,f
of rafarances to Pitchear and t> Lincoln.

My articls apnaaring in the June 1919 number on theﬁ
Rritish settleasnt in Indiana, hsa for its title "The Coming of
the English to Indiana ani their Hoosiar Neighbora", the latter
worda belng aiisl to ma¥a garuans certain lefaranoes to Abrahem
Lincoln snd to his oprrortunities, which wera furnished by ‘the e
Britiash sst $lamsnt population. VYou will here find a res ootable,,-:
nunbsr cf fects pPointad out bv ws which apea¥ for themsslves, =
and mr ruls is rot too s*zanuous’v inaist uvon conclusions. whore;f e
I furniaih tha 1ao+ﬁ. Tha facts will mpear for themaelves. "

T™aaa thraea articles, aa wall as the two addreanoa
of wina abovs mantioned, will ma¥e prettv clear I think wha ;
I mean, but I hava been growing in thas work all the time, and
the raquest of Mr. Mooras, prasiient of our State Yistorioal
Society, I am %oln” to pu+ the finishing touch on the 11ifs &
times of John Pitcher frouw ths view point of a Hoosier pionesr -
who ¥new Pitoher and hai learnad hirmaslf in the aschool 1nﬁ {o
Pitchar was both a ©2upil ani s teacher.

T havs had wy attention ocalled sevaral tim"
fact vou had bean in thia maction, and once in Indianapo:
while I was thers, but I did not learn it in time. I hay
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the wildernsass to which hs wsaa not partioularly fl*ted, exoapt
as an intellectusl giant, and prosscuting attorney, ‘which ga

him grsat celabrity. He was a financial failwre, died in 4i
tressing povaertv at a vary ol d thare waa & good ‘
of pesainism in him nature, D» 19 spaoe to go into tha~pn-x
culiaritiss of the wman.

"hen vou hava axamined thase .magazines, I will
Zalﬂei if wvou will rsturn thew to me as I send them in haato
afl 4o not know how I will bs fixed about them. Meanmhilo,
on this showing if vou think it wor th your while to come hers
I shall be gWai to mest vou and arand whetever time you doaire
with ma. If not, I hons =% scme other dats to see you..

Sincerely youra,

TRT 1l é »é‘( 5

D, 8§, I intaniai %o A=y th=t mv ~rticle on the Vngliah ﬂottlemant
is varr alaborats in la%taila bacsuds Willian Vaux is the only
man who aver gave it & hiatoricsl satting, and I anm tho firat.
man esincs Willime Vaux' time who hes dealt with it. I knew :amo.y
of ths original eni;rsnta among my mother's psople, and I knew
all of their isacaniantas worth wnl’e, andl therefore waa_abla in
s wav to touch up the almost faded picture. These faots are
tharafore a naw axnhibit alons the 1ins abovs men*zoned.

I Aent ny telacram to vou collect =8 iirescted, but for th  rolaan
only thet I $hought it would bas mors vromptly delivared. -

AEL



