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Miss T. You did not tell me about this quarrel betneanaounon
Mr. Giddings.-- I do not want anything of that kxind publisho&.
Miss T. -—=  You tnald me abomt zoing up and finding Hmistq’h:- aﬁ' N
his house.
Mr. d.-—- I arrived in Austin between twelve and one o'elook
at nizht and went rizht to the ~Zovernnr's mansion. After I got
into Texes 1 ¥new that Houston hai baen depnsed. I went right
to the mansion and found him rn:eking to go home.

Ho'r} lonz was that after he had been deposed?
Mr. G.--- I do not resollest that. I think ne was deposed in

the winter of 1864 and this was in the middle of March. He came to

the door and said "Sonny-- he always called me Sonny-- you are - ‘
welcome. Come in and tell me the news. VWe are goling to have a
war." I said, I zuess not. After eome 1little time had bee‘n‘ pa-és-F
ed in talking, I said, 'General, I have a very important mess.aéé
for you from Lincoln'and then I added, 'It 1s & secret message and
after you have rezd it you will see the importance of it and it
will be necessary for vou to keer 1t sacret or desbro}"&tﬁ‘.- Theh

I told him what took plaze. He knew Linecoln and he said, "He is

a funny old dog." |
Hiss T. --How did he know Lincoln?

Mr. Grow--- Well, when Lincoln was in Congress, you khow.
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~ every southern state would follow and the result would be Akvi ﬂ

Mr. Giddings---Yes, he knew Linecoln and he told me that he
had correspondence with him and Lincoln told me so, too.: Tho
gaslight was turned on in full and Houston was drossed 1n a
pesuliar style, in his great big leopard skin coat and_vitnf '
aa very odd Turkish smoking gown and cap. He stepped_upvuhgqr'
the gaslight and read over the message. ‘It was writtan»pn f
what we used to call State House paper on lines about an'inth"
apart in a very bold hand. He read it over and seemed to |
study for a minute and then he raised up his hand iike‘this"A
and brought it town two or three times and said ,"Too late,
too late." He repeated this several times and every time he’
repeated it he said it louder. "if I had had that authorf#i:fﬂ?
pefore I could have taken a hand, but now it is too 1ate; f@f g
every town in Texas is a ¢nalificd camp, with soldiers mg:9h;_;°
ing back and forth. I told him that I hoped there wouidfba”*‘ ;

no war, but he insisted all the time that there would be;

‘that nothing could prevent it. You reasolleat that I prediect-

ed that the result of the Kansas and Nebraska cAgd:<i.ise

would be that South Carolina wnuld secede first and that'

war such as the world never before saw. The south vauld bei'
gonquered and slavery would be abolished and that he fearnd

that it would result in a dictator or an emperor, only he’=
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had. too mich faith in the good sense of the American P?°?1¢?flﬁw

(Objections were made to part of the folloutng,
I lost the connection, if there was any.- Stefl. . )
Mr. Giddings--- I had written him three or four letters dur;
ing the session of Congress, and was at his room almost efery\j‘
night and did a great deal of writing for him, consequently
I was at his room when Houston came in there and Rusk was at
his desk and they commenced quarreling at once. He sald
General Rusk, you are beside yourself. There weré four ex- .
governors and members of Congress there. Houston told them
in my presense that this act would enable the abolitibni&tsbJ‘
to elect a president. Everv ann of ithese men were the strong
est kind of democrats who would support this bill and Hnusa*'ll
ton was against them. Houston told these three governors
that the effect of the Kansas and Nebraska Apt would be tha$ 
the Abolitionists would elect a president and if they eloqt@‘f
a president and an Abolitionist Congress South Carolina véuidf_,
secede first, followed by all £he slave holding states nhd,
that the North would have men and money enough to atarvéf£h§i ;}

South out, that slavery would be abolished and the Saufh’jjiﬁC‘.'

would be at thelr mercy,"and the only thing I am afrai@?ﬁfﬁ
he said, 1s that there will be a dictator". You know thkﬁé

was a paper published after the War called the Impefi'
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I went up there with Montgomery Blair.

After asking the news, he introduced me to CQbh. Sala
great friend of Rusk's. I had been to his roan orton_gnd

had more oriless business with him. and Rusk waa alwayaf'

ri~ht hand man and Gen. Rusk said to me, "I can taxa alnn’at

that side of the House. You go and see Seward and teuljh#l

that if there is any diffieculty comes up in your billzlgail
support it. I went to Seiard 's house and he said,."! d@n't
want to hear anything about it; anything that Ruﬂk Idu!c&tal
I will support. s
Mr. Grow—- That was the bill for the renewing Ofifh§ﬂ§T jﬁ‘
tract.' Then did you bvegzin to run the overland mail fb@ﬁfé;ﬂ’
Antonio to Santiago? .

Mr. Giddings--— In 1884; That waws the first land :untofoal

the El Paso route. I was engaged in getting a *enawal ot_t’ at
contract. I came in with llr, Blair into Cobb's roam ana,’
after beinz introduszed to him he introduced me to the bazanna
of the @ompany and Mr. Lineoln said, "Sit doln heré5{Mm&

8,

Giddings:" I sét dowﬂ?‘ Mr. Lincoln went on, *Youwphxt
hizhly recormended to me as a reliable man and I. amhi.
that you are an old citizen of Texas and are abaut‘to
for home. Where were you born? " I todl him. 3ﬁﬁ§ﬁ
in Texas? I told him in 1846 and said that ;ThiéR\

service in Texas in the Mexican War and in the I°

He asked me a great many questions and I thouzht
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driving at? Pinally he said, "Mr.Giddings, my objeect 1n sao«-
ing you is this. I have a very important secret meseago

for you to take to Governor Houston in Texas. It is a great"":‘
secret and I will swear you to secrecy. consider yourael’gj
sworn as a member of ny -2abiqet.  "Now, "he Icontinued, before
I entrust this to you I want to read it to you".

It was written on quite a mumber of pages and on great
bis state house paper and signed with llr. Lincoln's own sig- .
nature.

I said, "lr Prasident, that is a very important docu- ’
ment. Had you not better send that by some one who is a
povernment official? "Oh, no", he said, "if they were caught
down there, they would xnow them."

"Sut®, I said, "thoy woulsd know me, too."

"well", said Mr. Linzoln, "7 was in hopes that you would
get that to hinm'". “

I then sald, "¥or the sake of granting your pers‘onal':‘
fequest, I will try." He sald, "I an very much »6b1‘1.ged. to
you". Then the talk went on and Lincoln told a greatmanar :

funny stories. 1 stayed there ti11 after midnight.. After ;

they nad talked some little time,—- Lr.3ates has considerabl

to say, Bates of lllssouri-- Kr. Seward sat at the leftand
daid to lMr. Seward, "You are aware that Cyongre‘js\a _h,a'jbf-jﬁs??

passed an act insreasing my overland route' and I"‘-_a‘fd"



‘W BPI dUL "600C "dsew] [eysl[

ANV “pr61-0681 "UONIIOD [[°qIeL

Kreiqr Jonefed 939110) Auay3

are going to have a war and it is not worth while for ma:t;
go on this service. He sald, “"Mr. Giddings, go on; we aro
not going to have war. I would rather give our Sauthagng;f;L;fn
brethern the narchments and let them write their own 6oﬁ§££;::a 
tution rather than to hav~ a war. g
I said, "I hope there will be no war, because a‘lar*§i11; ;
cost me several hundreds of thousands of dollars." |
We talked therc for a long time about a good many‘thihésglf
He sald, "The probzahilities are that there will be somefﬁtfé;¥3:
to pay the South for their slaves. I roplied, "The SoﬁthQﬁili fi

not do that, you know'".

I went back

o+
)

the hotel and the next evening laftqoﬁﬁﬁ

the evening ‘*rain for home. It then took Pight or ten days

to go; now vou zan 7o in three. Ve had no telegraph lines 1n

¥

those days only to New Orleans.

Mr. Grow———— T™at must have been the last of Mareh? - |

Mr. Giddiings-- Weli, I left here the 18th day of Marbh;  t]&  ;;

‘suppose I was about .eight days in ﬂoinp the{g;jb

-

S e e s

DR e e ("Weli; they denosed"old Sam" about the lastuéffﬁ
February or first of llarch. They deposed him by:Acg.Qtjhag
1slature. | N -
Mr. Grow--- No, they deposad him in a session of thl
’vention and Throemorton was the only fellow 1n 1t'ﬁ

wag one of the South Carnlina millifiers. ‘Mr;-Gid"
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you born in Susquehanna County?
Mr. Giddings-- Yes; about twelve miles from wher¢~Mréﬁiff_
lives.

Mr. Grow——- And he has two brothers oldre than ho._l,iﬁ‘

New York in 3uffal»s now. Her son is in business there,lﬁrpg;}f*

way I 2ame to go to Texas, 1y brother Charles—-— And¥°!~!#31«'7“’”
the oldest in the family-— Charles went to Texas; Iefﬁ;in  fj$:e‘

1834 and reached Texzs in 1835, and btecame an emissary.ﬂﬂhat';f'b

is, what we called an emissary grant was issued to Ameriéanf'u
citizons and other roreisnars by the Spanish Government by

means of whizh they were given large territories on conditi

of their bringing in three hundred families. My brothéfjﬁa¢; ;
a ~ontract to ‘this offeat. He cot & tract of land in this’

way.

Charles was killed in one of the battles of the Mexicanihcuw

War. It was a cavalry charge and he was knocked off his -
horse. They buried him on the field and we could never ftnd
his grave. i,
I went to Texas in 1848 and my brother J. D..weﬁt}ﬁi h
me. When I went to Texas, it was just turning.frdmjfii
republic to = state and they wanted a mail routo orzaﬁi
for you had to o everywhere on horseback. - I‘st”
my brother's house. My brother and _Houéth ;ua§¢

law partneré. I read law in my brotherqudff
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he wanted some business attended to in northern Taxas.i.l $f;f;f
gtarted out with Major Porter and James I. Smithi- lb left

for the northern part of Texas and the night we got thawe

the Indians came and killed nearlu every one-there.-hthera‘ ff; 
were thirty-eizht in ur crowd and we pursued the Indians

clear to th: Wizhita mountains. We took the trail and there
were a oouple of hundred Indians. The sacond day arter_vq” f i
struck camp. Some men were untying their horses and Qéte; |
going to‘get them some water. Weo had staked out, thatﬂ;q,,.:.f
every man had a rope to his horse about forty feet long.  We
looked up and saw the Indians coming around the head of fhé‘v

ravine, a hundred or a hundred and fifty of them, 11&9:#3@;[,;@f1

wind. I!ajor Porter gave one order, "Boyvs, take oafe ofaydﬁ;;ffﬁf
selves." The Indians went right through our camp and they 2
hit one poor fellow by the name of Williams. He was bending
down, dipring up some water and the arrows went etraight_;
through him. They took our horses and ran éwav like thef.

wind. I was a green one from tha States. 1 was a tender— 'g*ii

foot, you know, and they called me a college boy. "You have

got to be a surgeon", said Porter. "You must cut'out tha&;;u

arrow." We stripnpBd the poor fellow and laid him d@vﬁ §ﬁ
face and 2ut the arrow out. He bled terribly.' Wéffdéﬁ
prickly pear loaf and fixed him up the best .ne~6qui&g

blankets and such things 2nd Smith said, "weiggn?ﬁ o
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we rmst go on." Three days after that there cams a Verga‘

rain. Williams was taken sick with a congnuktva‘QBQEIM

before morning. He was the only man we lost. he ?ollowed ho;:f

Indians until we saw the mountains in Kansas. -They h‘l ‘
idea that we were anywhere near them. We captured abaut;for»;fl
ty or fifty sqauws and some little Indians. We got a 1ot of'gﬁ

ponies and some barrels of buffalo meat. We divided thcgg9g~ff

nies amongst us. We didn't eoven bury the Indians. When?ié-

oot baok to the 3razos, we found Captain Smith there. HB wﬁaf ;
one of the old three hundred vho had r~celived ordere frum

Co. Harney for protestion against the Indiaus. Smith 1ns;st-”ﬁ"

od that I should be firet lisuterant. We used to take beef g,ﬁ 

l !

without paying any attention to 1t, but 1if we "took sugar or 5'\
20Yn or anything of that kind we had to may for 1it. |
Mr. Grow-- 'Mru.Giddings,.you;WIll!hhbglkg tell-howiqigf_*°??
you are. : |
Mr. Giddings-- Well, I um over seventy years old was born ;Ji

in Susquehenna County. To go back to my story, it waa 1n t 

gpring of the year when we got these orders and the Federal
forces were there invading Texas. I made out thevnuster“
and was put on the muster roll as assistant quartermgst
We had petitions signed by the old company to. be must

to the service. We went up the valleys Of»thei*“'”
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tin, a distance of one hundred or so of milea._ At Eﬁ;'
I had sone matters to attend to at my brnther’a honne-&ndf
there we got a letter from Gov. Rowton and we atgrtea’uu
morning from Austin o San Antonio by the old road one hun"
dred and ten miles. The Germans had justi starte¢.a,¢o&qayi
there and a company »f Gernan snldiers went with-us.éﬁé ;$

K}

left Austin early in the morning. About thirteen mi;qi Ty

there a spring breaks out »f the hill and there is a éié@&f
deal of timber and winding armund these hills just ag waf§§ﬁg
out of the timber we saw a lot of Indians. They had Jﬁsf; l
mirdered three families of German emigrants. We were a11
mounted on fine horses but they saw us and the whole of thﬂm
ran for the ponies. VWe started off on a gallop and they roa-ffff

lowed us =. 7@ stopped with the agent of the Geyman lmigr”»“""

tion Company that night. Thoy fed our horses and gave us a

nice dinner. We then rode on to San Antonio, wnich we. d14v9~*“'

not reach until eleven o'clock that night. General
left San Antonio for Mexica with five or six thoﬁéégﬁ m@ﬁ?H
The old army was left in command of San Antonio. 'I;ﬁghgan#
the petitton and the letter from Gov. Horton. frhb ﬁg y
was signed by every member of our company with tho muﬁt
roll. He looked up. I had on an old flannel uhirt ;

that the miles had eaten off one side of thqwrtm@h

by
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"Come in here this afternocon at four o'clogk aﬁd‘Ifwiiifgi;éi:f'
you an answer." it

I walked out and knocked about town -- it was a Bpanaah
town and everythinz was new to me. 't four o clook I went
baek and stood before him some time. He was Writing,’but'at n 
last he looked up and said, "What do you want here?“ t said.
*I am the man who called here this morning with lettera frum :ﬁ
Governor Horton and he then handed me & great big envalopa. |
sealed up, and two envelopes. one directed to Captain Smi&h"
the other to Gen. Horton. '

I said, "What conclusion have you come to in regard to

my company?' I have come about five hundred miles and I want
to xnow what is to be done."
He sald, "I will have you put into the-gmard house."

I went out and told Captain Crumb, who had stayed outside, -

what had transpired. He said, "Let us tear npennﬁhéidﬁﬁw
and see what is in 1it." > |

Harney had left on the day following and we ware e?derad
to san Antonio. Smith was promoted to ba-major and had a
pattalion. We had a hundred odd men and we used toimgkq3? ,

one hundred and fifty miles every twenty-four honrs. - fjfx
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( Introduction)

I left the ilexican VWar in 1348 or 47 and it was in 1854
;_

that I took the first contract that was 19* by tha Govarnment '
to run from Houston to San Anténio. It was only a weokly_
gservice at first; +then they got 1t up to three times & woex
and the¥-bnok agents. They nursted up and the route was
transferred to me. I ot an inkling of the business and we
got 1t up to a dailly service. Then an agent was sent doynjtp“
San Antonio who renrasented that the man sending him was a
nerson of wealth. Ie took hold of it, but made a fallure and
T had to take a transfer of the route to save myself,
Mr. Grow-- You were running through to Santa Fe when'
Congress rassed the bill.
Mr., Giddings-- Yes; then cane another route soon after;.than‘
the express and then the railroad. They wanted a route to
beat the steamer. T ~5t my mail through in about twenty-one
days. My original zontract was from San Antonio to santiago.

Then it was extended to New Orleans and by coach to San Pedro ' |

down about twnety-eicht or thirty miles from Los Angeles.
Mr. Grow-- How many days did you beat the steamer?
The bizgest time I ever made was from San Francisoo:to.ﬁbk'”“

Orleans in eighteen d:=ys and six hours. It was more r&y&d

than the Royal East Indian Mail. I had a coach made‘

ed the Milton S. Latham, In which Senator Latham#ara
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‘Gonttnant. It was in use until the Indiana bumt it
Thia was about 1857. Mr. Latham was senator abou? LOB?“
1858. ..
Mr. row--—- Did you know ﬂolfax? ]
Mr. Giddings--- Oh yes; Colfax was & gﬁbat friend or'mxna
was always delighted to see me and siad, "Howgdp_zqg;g
along with those "cusses"?Whyhgidnﬂttyqu‘éqmpfjﬁﬁgp
told him that after I saw the thing was up,;Iliéﬁﬁdin&ok h
Confederacy and fought it out. He asked me tb:@b‘iﬁﬁau 1
comiittee room and we talked an hour or so, and‘h67§aiﬁ_nf"
did perfectly right. You had to do it and I admire_yau’

il

it." He knew I was opposed to war. Everybody was obl

to fight for his own interest.

(Here came the little sorap of conversation about
Last Battle of the War." There was nothing int
to get hold of. I went to see Mr. Giddings abow
but he said he could tell nothing about it that
be depended upon for accuracy. I believe he in
you about this also.... a, W, -stenmgranher.),;;
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” I d4idn't 7o into the last war until the latter part:§f L"k
'1ge. I was zontractor to furnish supplies. I went to~8§nf"'
Antonio-- . had made the zontract here in Washington, ahdfié"
nmoved them under the Salt Lake route. I had made a ooﬁ}iﬁot_
to meet them at Fort Stockton on certain days and I-iani
there to receive this stock I had purchased. I got uﬁ the 
Butterfield route, which was the terminus from Little Rook to
Memphis and San -rranzisco. lly route there from New‘brleans
was further south and New Orleans wanted a terminus to the

railroad; so I made a contragt with them for such of thelr

3

stock as I needed. I met theilr agent, a fellow by the name
They

of Tutler at Port Stockton --nhad several hundred head of
stock, and ny zontract was nade with the head of the Company;
Wells, rargo & Co. were the maln owners.

I was to take just what I wanted at appraisenment and
we went on up to El Paso and by and by-- Lo go back a little-
my brother James had been sick and I went up on the road.
cutler was benind time and I took my brother James up , left
him and came back to Stockton to meet Cutler. I had several
hundred head of stock and some coacges. We got into El Paso.,

There the news of the firing on Fort Sumter came to us and .

he got up in a public meeting and demanded that the‘oitizbﬁsf’ ﬁ

should take this property from these men. I sald, "Hq;ﬁyqu

shan't take their stook." And I bought more than I r
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needed and we had agreed on everything with the exaepttnh%

the Overl:nd Hotel at El Paso. I had all the stationa t.mn o

that I wanted, a great big coach ohop, harness shop, otc-
Nobody knew there was zoing to be war. That I aaid I didn'tf.hﬁ
want. Finally we left it to arbitrators. They assaaaea thai}i;
value of 1t at $5000. The city had given a whole bloak fbr e
that puilding. ¥e were both dissatisfied with the prica aet
on it and called the arbitrators again. The next arbitration_a?
came down to $4500. He said "I will take $8000. I said ’ Hf
"Let's toss heads and tzils" and got it for $5000. I sg@d_
to him, "You go and get & lot of my boys here." And we:fon?ﬂ'v<
ed a linc and zuarded their pronevﬁy out of the toin;-- gt
I remained é;';l Pa;o uﬁfili;he war broke out there and A
they killed ry brother and forty odd men there in 1683 than
a week. ™is is my business here (in Washington) now.in:the ~
Court of Clains. I brouzht down Gen. Longstreet-- hefhédﬁ~ 
resigned from the Federal Army -- and Jones, and they‘waﬁiédT f:'
me to come to Washington to get the meney that was due mp;i.-
Sut we did not know how to get through the lines. scg}‘_wéf'.i
knocked about Galveston until at last we met a man lho}ﬁé4 ;; =i;

a boat.

He said, "I will run you through if you will hugf@l”

to shore and if you will put up the full vains of @hefb“
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that I may not be the loser-in case the boat ts oanturedw
We went right down to the bank and put up tho mnnqyi
Then we went to the wharf. It was a great big uharf, ova§~
half a mile long. Ve walked down to the end of the !hgg: w
where the boat lay and looked her overs k2 ”l TJ
The Captain said, "I want to go out before the maon ria-f;i
es. Wou had better see John Burns and get him to- ‘868 to get—;
ting the “grub" for you. There were five of us and'Longgﬁge“”
said to Burns, "You are an old caterer. How much wiiiL&@ﬁf5aAj“f
take to see to this for us.” i
"Give me $20 apilece and I will get you anything you,i»  56 
wvant. We agreed to this and the Captain told him to be
sure to be exastly on time, for, said he, "If we don't'gﬂt.
off before the moon rises we can't go at all, for we will be.-ﬁ'
captured. It was in June, hott than blazes; but at tho i
hour named we went down to the wharf and waited and weitedg;‘ ;y

for Purns. But no Burns appeared. At last the Daptain ba-. S

came very impatient and was about to leave, when Bu*ns oaua S?f
in sight.

"Hurry up, hurry up", said the Captain. "Hurry up and

get on baord. He had a little "nigger" cheese with hnm_ana'a 

five pound box of ice and a big lot of sugar, butb. nothing
eat. He sais, "A man that can't live on lemons, 196 :
whiskey isn't it to be a Confederate sdldier. Wéfran'

onto a sand bar. There was a snanking bragge ar
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souldn't get the bhost off und we were five days on theféhhéiﬁfd
and nearly starved to death . The we struck a littld'b§§§é§; f
and then we lay dead on the mater, The Cantain had'aﬁiltfii:i
hard tack whish was all we had to eat. When we got 1#&6»"
the Bay the sun was so hot that we were burnt as if we,hadj” 
been in a furnace. We couldn't live in the hold, it was 30f
hot and we had to sleep on deck.

We went into an old restaurant shen we landed , and
the keeper of it sald he Zidn't kxnow what we were made of.
The next morning we took the train for New Owieeas. From %
there there was no train until the next morninge.

We took rooms at St. ~harles Hotel but it wa- terribly
hot. Longstreeﬁ and I had adioining rooms and at last\I
said, "Let us zo down to the lake and take a bath"and we
jumped right up and drove down to Ponchartrain. There wa;

a nice notel there and we took our bath and got an elegant
supper. The ext night we cane into town and took the train
for Washington. 7e got into Richiond and wanted to get
through the lines.

I weht . bo see r. Davis to got a nass through the-lines.>

I could telegravh to St. Louis, but I oouldn't get there.
Davis said, "Giddings, "They will capture every person that
attempts to get through the lines and wé can't afford to 1daéfl<
_you. I shall not let you go. -

I knocked avout Richmond for some time, tryingftofgetf*-
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through and finally the Battle of Bull Rungcaﬁb quaﬁqifhéﬁfff

Secretary of War came with a pass for me as a dboﬁor;;fﬁﬁf;;ff;

said, "We cannot allow anybody to go down unleée hé*té?éiﬂﬁifffi
zoom. e ;
Mr. Grow-- Tiell, you remember yuu were a surgeon’inﬁqx;; n]
ico.

Mr. Gilddings-- Well, I helped to 2ut off several 1ega-aﬁdé_f-'::
arms and it 21adn't affect me 2zt all. We got horses and]QQae;fln
around on the battle field. The next day we went back tp:-
Richmond.

I xnocked about Richmond for several days and finally
on one ozgcasion I yegl1p‘ge;;ID§v}g'§}room( we boarded‘i@;tbéi:i
same housc) and we zot to talking about Mexico. I had ﬁeeﬁ;fl'
all through iiexicea ‘or nine years I used to take a big,éfbbk;:"
of goods. The next day he asked me a great many questtdﬁé;
He asked me, "What do you find in lexico? " |
I told him where there was a mountain of lead where~th¢&_

were working silver mines and the lead was not cong&der&@-'>:_.g
worth transportation. I said 1t could be bought fdf afhght;a ? 
and a half per pound. |

"What else can vou get there?"

*Anything else you want. "
I got up and bade him good night, but he 8&&@, §g?ff\

Giddings, write down just what you have been;taiiing‘
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Give me the particulars, all about the. transportatian
kind of country it is to get through and what can be”gn_
there." '} ;
I went out and got several sheots of foolsoap.,;ﬁiﬂ
"Come here any time; come right to my room and knoax.~;& "f"'£#
I wrote 1t out and took 1t to his room. .He read 1t ovor
and said, "that 1s all right; come to my room at . ten o clocx
to-morrow".
I did so and he said, "I want vou to go tO'H93169_EﬁaL?5i.f
buy anything that man or horse can eat, or use in any ﬁ£§§"f.iij
The next morning I went down to the Secretary éf Wﬁf'.;.“

He sent everybody out of the room except his clerk and‘SBnt%5' 5
i
|

for an ordnance officer and the Quartermaster General and by‘ W

twelve o'clock he had what he called an open conﬁvact rritten |
which, if I could fill out, would cost them several million |
dollars.

It was to the effect that the Confederate Gove*nment
would receive any or all of the following described. articlon,v;;
to be delivered to any order of the Confederate Government or ‘
to any part of the United States. The artiocles ware of ovaxy

deseription that I can recollect. There was powder and ahot

and shelld and caps and everything that one could think a:,fjrﬁﬁ

he got 1t through and signed it by the order of the Prosﬁai

Davis had told me to come right to his room: as‘a' m'*

the matter was settled. When I saw him he said,g“f
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a good deal and I said, "I can."

The contrasct wound up by stating that I naa to bo 51

lowed 33 1/38 per cent over and above all cost of oharg

I took it to Mr. Davis and he read it over and said,“-fbﬁ

want the right to examine every military service 1n handlins

employees and then he added, "How are yom going todpayltar;

thinzs?* I said, "That is your business‘. In the f;?ﬁifg

you cannot use Confederate money-- Here is where th&t*?&i&hiﬁﬁ: }

bond business comes in-- He sald, "I tell you what I will dné?ii
He went out and got together every member of the Texas ju

delegation and said to them, "I want you to join me 13 a_;,té$*“‘

tér asking the exchange of the United States Indemnity}bﬁﬂﬁs 
to Texas. -
Mr. Grow-- These bonds were given to Texas by the dovarﬁ¥2>}fﬂ
ment in the compromise of 1850.

Mr. Giddings--- Well, they all came and Jjoined in a reqq"qﬂ

for
that Lovett should excahnge those,eight per cent Confbder&td:_hgﬁ

bonds and deliver them to me to buy suprlies. That was all
done within an hour or so.

Then he said to mo, "You better have some money. beside

this. Now how ruch money 4o you think you had better‘hafgst
How muckh can y-u use? '
I said, "I think I will need a million c)‘-ft".‘_.’éfi.""'";:v
He thereupon wrote on a card an ord9r forgo#§ﬂ”

dqlléra of Confederats money ﬁo be 51?93 mé;-:"“4
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This I took to the Beovetasy. He said to ma.".*we nav
not got that much money now, but we are making 1t aa fast:
we can." Fr

8o T wont back to tell Davis and I said, "I don't aaao

to take that miech money with me. Let them give me dratto on

the sub-treasury in New Orleans--— you see I knew all tha am-fg}
rangement s so well-- and he peve orders for e to hangtns‘ﬂi;  
drafts. |

I was givon a draft far $2560,000 and another fof  f ‘
$750,000, but I was told that I would have to furnish bonds :

I said, "I cannot give bonds for a million of doliéfgﬁﬁi;f;
the Presidant has said nothing to me about bbnds."" -

"Well", he said, "I will have to see the Presidant;',

"All right", I said; "I zan give you the ordinary bonds o
of the Tonfederate offizars vory. easily, but I knew BGnJQQ;n;;x 
here in Washington in Zongress very well, , and I sa1d 'ﬁ§;?Q f?
Sesretary, even a $20,000 bond would not be worth a cent, but.

a million or two of dollars would not cause me to do anything
to disaraze ny family.

I szw.Davis and he said, "go out as fast as youfcan&f”;*

-

Well, I bought a boat for $108,000 in Confederate money =

that cost {800,000 and the next day I haad hor~loaded¢wi£
cotton, and startcd her and she ran right thraugﬁ'éﬁalig

the cotton and delivered the zargo, a tremendous blg caz
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and went right at it again. She made four *trips, but shefff?L
finally blew up.
Well, I went on to New Orleans and bought suppliea witbs;_
this rioney. I then mwent to Houston and made a contracf £h9r95‘
leaving $150,000,and went o»n o Austin, reaching there in
the nizght. I found out thzt tre Logisiature was going to ad;
journ tne next 4ay 4 twelve o'2102k. 3o I went right up to
Lovett's house and mwoke nin un snd handed the letter to him
from Davisg znd from the whole Tex-s delegation in Richmond.
Fe szid that they h=2 nluzed thesns bonds in the school
fudd by azt of lazislature in in zonctitntional convention,
the lezislature hai =:ted upon 1t, and they could not be
used for any othor rurnose whatever,
3ut he zalled his servant and sent out to a comittee to
have them rrenare a »11ll Xnown as the !iilitary Port Bill.
They were authorizad to v1se any sacurities ;ﬁich the State
of Texas might have for public defense, The bill was pre-
pared and thay sat up the balanze of the night. I did not
go to baed till daylizht. Lovett sont out and managed to call
the House into secret session and tnok ne with him.

The corraspondenze

=

as ready and they passed that right

through and then they rassed a law rensaling the_gai that,wgg ; 

passed when Texas got these b»onds; that is, that the b@ndQZEE

would not be available unless signed by the then aeting‘
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to sign them. We went in and had a talk with him.and

Governor of the State. That was to guard agaiﬁst-théxtﬂbeh

stolen in transportation, as the law stated they~ﬁad'£p;kq

signed by the Governor of the State berore?tﬁey'couidfﬁﬁ“unaﬁkgﬂ

They *epealed that ast and adjourned at twelve o cledv :
that day and they zounted out the bonds and aelivered tham‘
to me.

I said, "I do not want to take all these bonds, éﬁdﬂépr

I took 100,000 of threnm. Thevy would not agree that I'ﬁﬁdﬁi@fﬁf
take them to HKurmpe, but I was told that I might take them .
to Metamoras. I took them to San Antonio and went down. t6f~5f

Metamoras and bouzht a lot gray cloth for $34,000 frumwa Ja,';;g

and went richt to Rishmond and took a written contraot:erMjf,f
them. :

I nad met Paschall and he knew that I had been a Uni§ﬁ f,.;
man, ani he told me afterwards that he had advised the pﬁ££édf;
States, telling them what had been done with those bonds." ‘

ATtcr I had gotten the 100,000 ronds I went over ta'gééqi} ;
Houston at Independence, whizh was his home and close tp
where J. I. 1lived. I s=2id, "Loveit, Houston is actua_llly-v-'

1

Covernor of Texas, and if we can get Houston to sign these

bonds 1t will be all right, but without sny signature, 1%
will be very difficult to use thenm. A

So he old ne to go and see Houston and try tog et"
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care.of." : 'f’

He exclaimed, "They are a set br'thiéﬁé 

_tney'will steal these bonds; they uill rbb-th@’
"exas of their heritage and their rights and;!
traitors dead before I will sign one of thoae{bona

Well"”, said I, "General, you are'rizht;'jlfde'
you." |

They had all been signed by the GoVarnufléndu

take a-copy of the act repealing thqrfdraé% §§$
to whom I sent the honds to buy supplieacitgthf
New York and they were attached. There-né:@ibéga
be collected whish caused an 1nquiry as £6 §ﬁ§ﬁ€
were and an officer was sent who ook every ono

lost the $34,000.




