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My dear Miss Tarbell:= B i

, I have long been your debtor and moant to
pay my obligation to you early in the Fall, but at that timevvaﬂ
3'1 learned that you were abroad, so I delnyed telling yuu ofﬂﬁf A

my great indebtedness to you for your aplendid anhlysis of

“The Business of Being a Woman." 3

Never, in many 1on¢. weary yeara. has anything come
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- my way which so effectually developed a thought which hae been

=
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insistent in my own mental and moral ."Yau hava said

#’/}he thing that you felt, and said it in worde which lack nothing

of vomanly courtesy and consideration of those to whom you wuuld

o

show the opportunitiee which are before them to-day.

o,

1 eannot tell you how deep is my sense of obligation

to you It is as if I had been vainly trying to put tpzether a8 fﬁfﬁ;ﬁ
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Thie Woman Suffrage movenemt appeals to me as only
one phase of the Woman movement. It may be that we muet accept
the fearful waste of woman's power which will come if she is
drafted into political service, but,as History movéé. this waste
clnnot last long and it will make a redwtio .ad absurdum of the

m - C—
folly of confusing woman's job with man's. :
It was my pleasure to persuade the President of our

Association to placeMSQ copies of "The Business of Being a

Woman" in the libraries of the colleges and of eome of the

smaller towns in our State. We had already similarly placed

100 copies of "The Book of Woman's Power", . in order that your
Int;dduction to that book might be available for the readers .
Our friend Annie Russell liarble wrote a review of your book for
"The Protestd. Ybu may not have seen it/so I am sending you a

cOopY «
Whenever I try to show women the possibilities which

k]

. they have to-day without the ballot, some one in the audience ise

bound to . say, "What is good enough for Jane Addams is good enough
for me"; to which I reply,«"What is good enough for Ida Tarbell

is good enough for me. The latter adds to a woman's sentiment

a rare ineight into political philosophy. The former has done a
good work without the éallot end it is merely her opinion that
it would bg a good thing for women to do their work by the 5amé
heans that men have employed",- and this answer always quiets

the audience. ' So you see, I have been hiding behind you for a




the mind of & womsn who hae seen the etermal t
ut has not been defslected by those
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