


IN THE POOTSTEPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN
CHAPTER XLIV

No fanily ever mtm-womxy mwm
House than the Lincolns, In no way did their stately swurmeunding
the new demands upon them, change their ways um
towards pecple and 1ife, lrs, Linceln, backed by her cense
ness of balenging to a 'ﬂut' t-u;-ahMth‘ W
that! - asserted herself from the start as the "first u.#h
land,” Bhe might be at times flushed and exsited over the |
prominence of the positien in which she found herself, the

which was paid her » too frequently by office seskers » bul
been flushed and exeited over social affairs at home » g4

temperament. On the whole, the Mary lingeln of the
was the Mary Lincoln of Springfield.
The Lincelns brought thres sens te Vashingten

and Tad, as they were called. Bob, the oldest, being at
spent 1ittle time in Vashington, but his brothers wers
figures around tlis White House frem the start. They 8
Exegutive Mansion in the most matter of fact tm._.
as interested and as m as they had been il
lummmmmammmwm;

0

eleet, and you find Willie and Tad streaking acve



" Heme, & place every visiter to Vashington sees Soday by

@mmmn ways. The same thing nit on frem the rmu
Washington, the bays wers everywhere. i
As for Mr. Lincoln, ymnm ommm‘: e
Yess disturbed by the new setting in which he found WM 2
confused by its nmqnt-. or uu m " m dtden.
He went abeut his way as President in the same -uu.
considerate fashien that had characterised him in I
In additien So this immediate cirele at he
there were Mr® Linceln's secretaries, John Nicolay and John Hay
atumorMm for the boys, and nearly n}mmwm&
Mrs, Lincoln's sisters or cousins or some m and w ;

‘friend from Illineis. | L

The public situation was such that Ir" um
was held in Vashington practioally during the entize {
the Civil Var. Mrs. Jinceln left frequently, however,
wamnumm Qtthndq. ."“mm,;
"President’s Lady® being in New York, in long Pra
mumMmtmommt-uymumum

different from what it was then. |

mmum'nmum.m-c{
utumnmmuum;nthunmmny
o % fow nldes omt,* mmmmm o



one of these was set aside for the President, the other occupied

by o0ld soldiers, The place was beautiful and peaseful in spite of
the fact that as the war went on it was filled with hospital tents,
usually for convalescing soldiers, It was Mr, Lincoln's habit to
drive from the "Home" early in the morning for his day at his office
and out again at night, Ii was a habit which made hh‘vm familiar

to Vashington people = one in particular of whom has left an W

lent sketch, That was Walt Whitman:

I see the President almost every day, as I happen te
live where he passes to or from his lodginge out pf town,
He never sleeps at the White House during the hot season,
but has quarters at a healthy locatien some thyee miles
north of the city, the Soldiers' home, a United States mile
itary establishment, I saw him this morning about 8-1/2
coming in to business, riding on Vermont avenue, near L
street, He always has a company of twengy-five or thirty
cavalry, with sabres drawn and held upright over their
shoulders, They say this guard was .‘pm; his personal wish,
but he let his counselors have their way, The party makes
no great show in uniform or horses, Mr, Linsoln on the
saddle generally rides a goodesized, easy-going gray horse,
is dress’d {n plain dlack, somewhat rusty and dusty, Wears
a bdlack stiff hat, and looks about as ordinary in stt n. ete.,
as the commonest man, A lieutenant, with yellow »
rides at his left, and following bhehind, two by twe, m the
cavalry men, in ther yellowestriped jackets, They are guu-
ally going at a slow trot, as that is the pace set thh by
the one they wait upon, The sabres and accoutrements elank
and the entirely unornamental gortdge as it trots tm‘
Lafayette square arouses no sensation, only seme curig
stranger stops and gazes, 1 see very pla Abrahan Lincoln's
dark brown face, with the deep~cut lines, the eyes, always to
me with a deep latent sadness in the m”um We have
got so that we exchange bows, and v.u cordial ones, Sem
the President foes and comes in an open barouche, The caval
always accompany him, with drawn sabres, Often 1 MS 13 u
he goes out evenings « and soretimes in the mm.
returns 1y = he turns off and halts ag. ?za e and ha
some residence of the Secretary of Var, en'K stre
conference there. If in his barouche, I oan see
window he does not alight, but sits in his nhtdq. and
Stanton ouoq out to nttmd him, Bmtm. one of W'

]
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& boy of ten or twelve, aceompanies him, riding n his
‘right on a pony, BEarlier in the summer I cceasionally
saw the President and his wife, m-u the latter part of
m.ﬁmou.muamo_, ride
through the oity, m .0 m.t.ltm'l in comple te
::ut,:tﬁalo::ct‘:nk:t mwl page is of the

ajinest kind, only two horses Mn‘mm ‘
They pass'd me once very closs, snd I ssw resident

his look,

} &

in the face fully, as thqmomm slowly, and :
though abstracted, happen'd to be directed lmy in my
eye. He bow'd and smiled, but far beneath his mmile I
noticed well the expression I have alluded to, None of
the artists or pietures has caught ﬁq um m subtle
and indirect expression of this man's face, There is ‘some=~
thing else there, endthcuutm-ummmw
two or three centuries agoe i» m "

The eoming of the war so soon after the mutuu -l“ it
impossible for the Lincolns ever to carry on any fongl udmv 1ife
in Vashington, Attempts at it were made, but BiS sq ball thet Nary
Lincoln gave, largely on the insistence of Secretary w, ‘whe

0

thought it would be reassuring to public opinien, drought Mi terri-
ble eriticism upon her that she never again tried the mtﬂt.

there were few formal dinners, The real sooial 1ife was of m ml
informal and all inclusive character, Saturday afternoons mm

the semson were given to public receptions - receptions “‘. mm

- everybody was weloome and to which everybedy came, M m m«nt- '
ly very uncomfortable affairs tor the President, lll'!’ tmm s
him into his best suit, tied M s necktie properly and, om W tl-
“unu. as it would seem, put white kid gloves on him, These

Xid gloves froquently igured in the Vashingten xnm-tﬁmg_;.',’f1""‘



nmutmm omdmuuofﬂuwm
receptiona is quite so pleasant as the number of m M m
been left « some of them of recent years « atmmwm
children through the reception rooms. They seem to have tm
thoorowttnuhaiuhommumm#thtffw“
have plotted to slip in umblmot. sometimes with all the .l&lo
of their play upon them. Ten years age, on the. 430} lver
of the Emancipation Proclamation one of these -\m mmt
for the first time, told by Henry D. lyman, whe living in W-.-
a boy of ten at the time, hndhuﬂuuohormuwmm
of January 1, 1862 = the Hmancipatien WW loyal
residents of the District were calling it, that he and & l.ttllo
girl mumm.upm:-tmmtwvmm m&
parents ordered otherwise, but the two children, once m M

were out of the house, took matters inte their own hands, and ‘M
as thay were" in everyday clothes Joined the precessien 3 e ’
far inte tho street. By the time they were mm the
room their courage had cesed away, and they trht to -m ﬂ

but Mre* Lincoln had spied them. Mr" Iyman says mtmmm
anxious face lighted up as he saw the 1ittle gird, “ m
around, he picked her up mawtuwnaammm.
For s moment he held her thers, then gave her a kiss, sayi
heartily, "You ¢annot aveid me in that fashien, Mtede
was the boy's turi: then. °“How do you de, Birg" the
sald. *I sm pretty well, Sir,® the bey tremblingly repl




the two w’und on,

which we can believe meant even more to m m-t‘ut. wﬂh m his
love of children, such the relief that even a u-ntm;uumt uth
them seems to have brought him, e
But if Lincoln did not enjoy formal sooial funetions, he
sometimes used them otfoettvaty; I have already -uuaﬁ tllo
adroitness with which he quieted the stories of Duqul'v hostility
to him at the opening of his presidensy by asking Deuglas to take
Mrs, Lincoln to the first inaugural ball, u@um second ine
augural ball as cunningly, At that moment he and Ohulq sm‘a ‘

differed radically about the provisions of s certain nmm whieh

Lincoln had very much at heart, A group of radicals who had from .
the beginning of the war done their best to make trouble between
Sumner and Linceln now joyously spread the report that 9‘ final
bresch had come, Sumner himself seems to have been & lijtle uncer~
tain of how the President would take his adverse ‘ntg. llo gm
out on the night of the second inaugural ball, ‘llo had mt \m
intending to go, but towards cnntug a oard came frem lt.l-tmlm
"Dear Mr, Sumner:® it rnd. "Unless you send me 'tll
to the contrary, I shall this evening oall with my mﬁu
at your house to take you with me to the inaugural m
"Sinecerely yours,
 "A Lincoln,"
Mr, Bumner du not send word to the mmg”
ready when the carriage uuott and it was he lho. -t , e

request, offered his arm i4 iive, Limseln, The m




gossiping Washington orowd was.not less than it had bm m 1‘# .
before when she entered on tho aym of Stephen Douglas, - It oan w;
be said that Linoeln did not know how to use fomlw ._’f

if white gloves often did look out of plage on him,

The nearness of the members of the cabinet to ﬂu
Vhite House - most of them had thoti homes on or near leot'u ‘
Square = '““ established something like small town uuumt ‘ , 3
running in and out, dropping in for lunch or supper, ﬂthoﬂ "m
ing". It was & good deal like life in Springfield, ‘
The Lincolns lived simply, rather frugally, I m»u.
in the Vhite House, It was of course not a time thdl MQ‘ tou
much expenditure in entertaimment.  And moreover the Wc “ m,
Lincolns, which was their ehief expense, ‘was simple in ﬂw 'f,

Mr, Lincoln himself was one of the most abstemious of m ‘ﬂ

and a oup of coffee in the morning, bread and a glass o!' ltl’sk At
noon, one or two courses at night, Whem Mrs, Lincoln m ) ht '

rarely if ever went to the dining room, he "browsed m’ M h.

said, or let them brtu to his office "something on a W. This

gave a chance to save, thich pleased Mary l’.tulm. ﬂlo m s m
vcn.n. outside of certain ocomsional ont\nuto of dl:’ :

matters of éhthu. probably much exaggerated,
time in tpdr lives of course that they had ever had
month a goed fat cheok, Mr, Linceln's salary as P“IM
$268,000, paid menthly in 'rrmnq warrants, On Anu‘j
roulm tho Tirst installment of his salary, 38;’




#
tax (Mis spplied to all officers of the Government as well as $o
eivilians) out it down to &.981.0?'. It must have seemed a great
deal of money te them, and Mrs, Lincoln was probably km on save
ing than her husband, That is, she naturally thought more about
money than he, and it was probably well that she did, At all events,
it seems certain from the estate that ¥r, Linceln left, « na"
100,000 dollars = they saved fully half of their whole salary while
in the White House, And she managed, One of Mrs, Lineoln's oousins,
a great favorite with Mr, Lincoln, who was much with them 4in the |
White House, going back to Springfield after her visit, was asked
how Mrs, Lincoln was getting along. She threw up her hands: "Oh,
Cousin Mary! She is watching the uﬁnr bowl in the White House just
as she did in Springfield.”

Lincoln's extraordinary capacity for enjoying simple things
relieved the sorrow and o‘nfunaon and anxiety in which his pﬂ.ﬁ“
1ife went on, It took a very little thing to set him laughing, and
his laugh, so all of those who knew him intimately uasnd. m S
joyous thing to hear = hearty, natural, frem the very d»th- of Mﬂ. - .
“the President's life preserver®, his friend Isasc Arnold «lloql it,
He was able to get fun out of the least thing, Frank clrnnm
who spent some six months of '64 at the White House, p‘tltm m
picture 'Tho Emancipation Proclamation”, tells of being “ M xm‘ _.
one evening, when in one of the official rooms noar Mn,‘ i
¥y, m.ncqln'o laugh ringing through the silense from thi
occupied by his secretary, There he found the "hm* »




; uuumny he brought Tad or on special ococasions, Mrs, m in,

called them, all ready for bed, while the President was doubled up _
over the footbeard in convulsed merriment over seme simple thing that

one of th- had been telling.

That he went much to the theatre is of course well m.
I-m Grover, a theatre manager in 'uhlutu in the ’”’l. ml
ulu!.u visited his theatre mere than a hundred m &I m
ne, am

four ym of his a.dnhultunon. He generally came & -

+ Orever says thet it was clear that lr, Lincoln wanted u'n
alone, He wanted to be entertained and amused, He was not mtm
at all in his plays, though he did enjoy W mm :
Once he #aid teo Crover, “Do you kaow, I runy enjoy a mnm M. 4

He attended not a few leotures, lutml  .

5%

war, Among these was one ginn by that brilliant gm num, :
Anna Dum.nson in the Hall of Representatives in :maw of m. Abby
noppor Gibbens was present and has this to say in her MM
of the occasion! : e b

"I went to the capital, heard Annl Dtﬂm

the. President who was called for after she took her b“&. l‘
went modestly to the platform and whispered to the Viee-
President, Hamlin, then left the Hall, @ Upon which, "

who presided said to the audience: 'The President i M
_rassed and says he omot follow so dtlttmtlh“ u speal

FNot a little amusement was brought te hh.w o
entertainers them, as now, felt it an honor-and geod pu 1104
heard at the White Houss, and every mow and them Mr, Line
mnmnmom pleasure of this kind at heme,
[ ty that he seems to have .uom pmu-;*




[ i
s : There was mething, however, that gave Mr, Linseln so
%%j much real pleasure in those days as his boys, Willie and m.um.,

.Lé the older, was a uru\u. uflnun ochild, the nm 0!’ mn

:i mind u-u to have interested Mr, x.tlnla prtuuuly. He m

’E? huuuuyunuunnu. "nonukonolthu‘tulm

lfjf— as he dn-. Not a few stories of this serious -uo of unu

E Lincoln have been left, A few months ago at mumu. m.. I met

E: & weman, now in her eighties, though just as alive as -aw m-

f%: age - who as & girl of 18 or 16 had seen much of the Lm.v :

Q before they Left—Springfieldviere @m« s widoved

l&L:  aunt with a fanily of children who was their neighbor, n.,-u Mrs,

E Lincoln had showered kindnesses upen this aunt in the regher h.t

1— 1ife she was having, doing many things for the n.m...&.c the

Lg chmrd.. This lady rm-lon vuh partiocular clm u.num'.
E o.tun the house oaomudtuﬂttu uxmmuuh -
‘:f _ the oirous with him - certainly scmething to er, ‘Her ml

iq: leotions of Willie Lincoln are those of a boy of M atura

Q'é“ | piety, who would frequently gather his playmates W !“ W

prayer muu- or, like his father when & boy in mm. m
them a sermen. ;
Willie Lincoln took their going to
great seriousness, and there are two or three sober . "
of his mow shown in the collestion in the Linseln heme
fie1d. He was particularly stirred by the Battle of )
Am hu u”'- friend, Mnd Baker, ton. m«‘
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written verses on the death of the soldiers there which were pubd- |
1ished in & Vashingten paper. 1 o

In February of '62 ecame Willie Lhnll’. m It
was a terrible blow to the President. Death had so often unﬂd

his hopes, his grief at its coming had always umouhul tho Ml-'

solable, and he seems now to have been almost nntm by nis

sorrew, Yot now, as ﬁrorn, deep as his suffering, ha went o with
his duties « serious W duties in rounry of '62, He m foroed
teo, to carry lMary Lincoln through this crisis, Her grief was un-
oontrelled, No sense of her pesition, of Mr, Linceln's nnlnn‘ of
what her self-centrol might mean to him in their serrew, llml to
have influensed her., Yor months it was the one subject Cf lln m.
she went swathed in heaviest crepe, and an agsquaintance pt ur, '
Lincoln who had at the time of her boy's death shown m m oourtesy,
calling upen her months later, was greeted with a pc:m nm of
tears, : |

The death of Willie made Mr, Lineoln from this mn on
even more tender with Tad than ho had been before, The boy unm
and My, Linceln had always boon indulgent with hinm for thlt Im
Now that indulgenee was greater than ever. More and m. m.
made him his companion, As & ﬁs«r of fact there were nl tim .
PRI ik REPRCNE RNy .. KN A m
nis side. Ve find him riding a pony at the grest review
m'.m at Falmeuth in April of 'u; hear of
t70t41ng Deside the President as Me went back and

i
Lt
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frem the Soldiers' Home, riding in the carriage to the sesend insugural,
going down the river on various visits to the ammy, standing beside
him when he read his last speech o;x the night of April ¥ .//'-“. busily
gathering up the sheets of paper as they fluttorid frem the m'uut'l
‘s ~ . ‘
He was a willful, busy and uncontrelled sghild, constant-
1y shecking wuliin;ton by his eseapades, Prebably the best deserip-
uon‘ that has ever been given of Tad Lincoln was one written for m
Tridbune by John Hay at the time of the boy's death in 1871, BHe l"lkl

of him as "the tricksy little sprite who gave to the sad and selemn

 White House of the great war the only comic relief it knew."

' "The years that have followed," wrote Hay, "spent in
study and travel produced an utterly diffeyent persen, The Tad
Lincoln of our history ceased to exist long ago, The modest
and cordial young fellow who passed threugh New York a few weeks
ago with his mother will never be known outside of the cirele of
his mourning friends, But "little Tad” will be remembered as
long as any live who bore & personal share in the great move=
ments whose centre for four years was at Washington, He was so
full of life and vigor, ®o bubbling over with health and high
spirits, that he kept the house alive with his pranks and
fantastic enterprises, He was always a fchartered libertine'
and after the death of his brother Willie, a prematurely serious
and studious child, and the departuye of Robert for college, he
installed himself as the absolute tyrant of the Executive Man-
sion, He was idolized by both his father and mether, petted
and indulged by his tutors, and fawned upon and caressed by
that noiseme horde of office seekers who infested the ante-rooms
of the White House, He had a very bad opinien of hooks and ne
opinion of dimipline, and thought very littie of any tuter whe
would not assist in yoking kids to a chair or in driving his
dogs tandem over the south lawn, He was a shrewd as he was law-
less, and knew whether he could make a tutor servioceabls er not.

If he found one with obstinath ideas of the superority of gram-
mar to kite flying as an intellectusl employment, he soon found
means of getting rid of him, He had so much %6 do that he fel
he oould not waste time in learning to spell, Harly in the
morning you could hear his shrill pipe resounding throug
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dreary corridors of the Executive Mansion,

"He had that power of taming and attaching animals
to himself which seems the especial gift of kindly and unlet-
tered natures. 'Let him run,' the easy-going President would
say; 'he has time enough left to learn his letters and get
pokey. Bon was just such a little rascal, and now he is a very
decent doy,'

"It was evident that, with all his insuberdination
and reckless mischief, the spoiled child was at heart of a truthful
and genereus nature, He treated flatterers and office-seekers
with a curious coolness and contempt; but he often espoused the
cause of some poor widow or tattered soldier, whom he found wait-
ing in the ante~rooms, and it was mest amusing to see the hearty
1ittle fellow dragging his shabby protéges into the Executive
presense, ordering the ushers out of the way, and demanding im-
mediate action from headquarters., The President rarely refused
a grace of this kind, and the demands were not so frequent as to
lose the charm of novelty.

"One of the tricks into which his idleness and his
enterprise together drove him was the occasion of much laughter
to the judicious and much horrer to the respectable in Washingten,
He invested, one morning, all his pocketemeney in bduying the stock
in trade of an old woman whe sold gingerbread near the Treasury,
He made the Govermment carpenters give him a board and some
trestles, which he set up in the imposing porte-cochérs of the
WVhite House, and on this rude counter displayed his wares, Every
office~sesker who entered the house that morning bought a teeth-
some luncheon of the keen little merchant; and when, an hour
after the opening of the booth, a member of the housshold dis-
covered the young pastryman, the admired center of a group of
grinning servants and toadies, he had filled his pockets and his
hat with curreney, the spoil of the American publiec, The juvenile
operator made lively work of his illegotten gains, however, and
before night was penniless again,

*Although still a mere child at the death of his father,
this terrible shock greatly sobered and steadied him, His brother
Robert at once took charge of his education, and he made rapid pro-
gress up to the time of his sailing for Europe with his mother, He
has ever since remained with her, displaying a thoughtful devotion
and tenderness beyoend his years, and strangely at variance with
the mischievous thoughtlessness of his childhood, He eame back
a short while ago, greatly improved by his residense abroasd, but
always the same cordial, frank, warmehearted boy, In his loss N
already fearfully-bereaved family will suffer a new and degp af
tion, and the world, which never did and never will know him, wi
not withhold a trhuto of regret for the child whose gayety and ﬁ!
fection cheered more than anything else the worn and weary mi of
the great President through the toilsome years of the war,"

Ov



A study of Mr, Linceln's 1ife in the -uu‘ mm
into high relief certain greatest qualities: his -muam his
helpfulness, his unconsciousness of himself and his W.
He seems never to have been 8o burdened there that he was mtm
of others and their needs, His intimates noticed that he was N
ene who, whatever the cares of the moment, always returned tn uutll
or the guards in and abeut the place, It was he whe if ﬂtm m '
some disturbance - a woman's sobs, the cries of a child in ﬂc uﬁn
mass of humanity that chod the halls of the plase, Omtn an
ndunu of him, who would come out te inquire and whe mum again
and again on doing semething. There is a stery of a woman ﬂ. hl‘
hung about for days trying for an audienee and kept back because the
case was considered hopeless. She carried a baby and ene mlt '
oried, Lincoln was out at once te know what was tlio matter, m ﬁ‘
her audience then and came out with tears running dewn her m and
her lips moving in a prayer of thankfulness, The nsm “ W
door caught her sleeves: "It was the baby that did u. iﬂ.‘. he
said,

Linoeln's unconsciousness of positien and m :
of everything except the great business in hand, was nm Mhﬂlc

to people, conseious above everything else of the pm risties, _
Charles Francis Adams was disturbed by Linceln's woel lm

m Others had suffered the suame annoyance, Men !
iem gould not understand his indifference to exti u ,w



they understand his medesty, To assume, to dominate, W m '

knew the thing or not, is part of the dusiness of the man in :Q“M
80 many held - not Lincoln, He was quite mmum to m !‘or
anything he was not, Certain gentlemen calling on him m W M

greatly impressed with the earnestness with which he uuut. :
ed to one another a Latin quotation,"which 1 suppese m are W
aware,” Mr, mmol.n said, nodding at them smilingly, "I de m Iﬁm
ki, : .

Al this simplicity, this unconsciousness, this friend-
liness, carried with it a ocurieus sense of power, A msn must De vm
great indeed inside, wise men reflected, to be so omml of exterior,
The 1ack of any ceremony at the Vhite House, se irritsting to seme,
had a value to others which the formal did not understand, Carl |
Schurz tells a story in peint, He had a German brother«in-law with
him in 'n-"hmton.» Mr, Henry Meyer, eager to pay his respects to the
President, and he asked lMr, Linceln if he could bring him, -omn
My, Linceln replied, "bring him tomorrow about lunch time and IM
with me, I guess Mary will have something for us to eat,”

¥r, Meyer was overwhelmed with the honor M uﬂlﬂ

na ‘

tnuuod about the etiquette of the ocomsien, MNr, m

that there would be no etiquette at all, He was much L

when Mr, Linceln shook him by the m as if he were .‘.m )

snce; and “Mary" being absent, ohlttod as informally
if he had known him all his life, asking many mstul
stories, |

“As we left the White Houss, *writes Mr
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in his Reminiscences, “my companion could hardly ﬂd.mwh A
express his pussled admiration for the man who having a‘tlﬂ m the
vettem of the sceisl ladder %o ene of the mest wmalted stations in
the werld had remsined se perfectly natural, se n-mm: mtm
of how he appeared to others - & man to whom it did net M“ﬂl
® single mement that a person in his positien might put en & ges

dignity to be always maintained, and who bore himself 'ﬂl m
genial sinocerity and kindliness that the dtmw was not M‘ ul |
that ene would have regretted to see him different.” m was
the verdiot of the intelligent who saw him mest m‘nm. nm
him the mest keenly, in the biting tnt that the daily life eof the
White House applied. | | "
Certainly John Hay must be counted mwnm

for ne m"_- love for him was founded on a greater m&ttvm to
the just and true and besutiful 1living and thimking than Jehn
Hay's, “

. Upon all but two classes, "m says, "the r:mum
made the 1nprouion of unusual power as well as of mum M

ness, He failed only in the case of those whe judged lﬂ f‘ :
1y conventional -tauaard of breeding, and upon those se mm wy
politieal hostility that the testimony of their own qnn‘m »

became untrustworthy, The testimony of all men admitted %o |
intimacy is that he maintained without the least -nmw
a eertain dignityand reserve in tiu midet of his »
“-,‘. | _






