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SPECIAL INTERIM REPORT i
"You gave the meeting an honest anti-Semitio feeling, and from now on
people will realize that any organisation for aid-to-Britain is Jew-
controlled. This is the stuff that makes 'em squeal and from now om
I want you to do the same in every kind of meeting. If you keep this
up long enough and loud enough they're goins to start yelling 'The
Jews' right along with you. Pretty soon we're going to have the
whole big audience rising up on its feet, and yelling at tha‘top‘af . —
their lungs, 'THE JEWS!'"

Thus Joseph McWilliams, at a meeting of the American Destiny Party, praised his henchmen
for their behavior at an America Pirst rally held the night before in Mecoa Temple.

Today this is the pro-fascist line. In ever widening circles the idea whioch McWilliems
expressed so bragenly is reaching out and finding new believers. Obarles A. Lindbergh fully
understood this when he spoke at the America First rally in Manhattan ater on April 23rd.
"We have been led towards war by a minority of our people,"” he said. his minority has
power; it has influence; it has a loud voice, but it does not represent the American people.”
Only the most naive of the 10, 000 jamming the hall and the 35,000 outside failed to get the
point.

Following a caloulated plan this point is being driven home to the citisens of New York at
hundreds of street meetings, rallies and demoustrations, Half-a-dozen widely circulated
publications carry the burden of this argument month after month; a well financed, diseci-
plined membership marches to this theme.

This talk is backed by power. It is the propaganda "line" of a mass
~ movement - & closely knit, bighly organiged body, whose program is
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the destruction of Hip
in the United States. The movemont reached our oity about 3 years ago.

HITLER'S TECHNIQUE APPLIED

At that time leaders of the "Christian”" Front, Mobiligers, Germen Bund, and similar
considered the time ripe for epplying one of Hitler's dictums - "He who controls the streets
of Berlin rules Germany" - to the New York scene. They proceeded to take over key streets
of the City; to hold ocurb meetings that were transformed into riots. They reoruited amoug
the police, fire-department, utility workers, transport workers, worming their way into
every artery of public safety. Cunningly, they concentrated on the orucial 2% which, stra-
tegically located, can easily gain control of the City. Their speakers ridiculed the Presi-
dent, called for & boycott of Jews, preached dictatorship. Coughlin spurred them ou. 8o
completely were their outrages ignored by our local press that even today few people (out-
side our Committee) are aware of what occurred.

The chief technique used was grgeniged anti-Semitism, Times Square,
Borough Hall and Queens Plaza were invaded by "storm-troopers". A
Bronx police station was besieged by 2,000; heads were broken. All
in all, 210 arrests were made. In addition, our files for that period

bulge with affidavits of assaults - ranging from the beating of
William Abramsky to the stabbing of Samuel Applebaum,

THE EXPERIMENT THAT POINTED THE WAY

Obviously, Nazi-Fascism was operating with both personal and group salesmenship, It was:
.clear, therefore, that simple slogans and exposes would not stop it from gaining fighters
for its army. THE AVERAGE, CHURCH-GOING CITIZEN HAD TO BE GALVANIZED INTO ACTION if
democracy was to have its army also.

To discover the most effective means of combating the Front a group of us oonduotod sl
experiment in the Irish-Catholic South Bronx where the "Christian" Front was partiaullrli
strong. Leading local ¢itizens were gathered together. They undertook to diltributo
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10.1’1015-, sell magasines, and hold counter-meetings. Nvery effort was made 40 : M

rind of the average citisen. Literature distributed ranged from exposures of Pather Ooughlin
to quotations from the Pope. Some material was discarded; QM materisl proved u- mh. -

Today, -thanks to this pioneer group, ther : QDe: " Pront agtiy
in the South Bronx. Above all, this exporimt denonotrtm s olur line ¢ mm. 2
genised opposition oould check tbe Coughlinitesl A field report of May 22, 1939 eeidr

"Our gctivity must be directed to organising neighborhoods with mupl
and individuals participating. The minister, Rabbi, priest, cormer
candy-store man, the people pstronizing the neighborhood movie, the
merchant - these are the human material. These peeple truly resent
un-Americanism. We must channelige this resentment into sotion.”

THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE IS ORGANIZED

The experiencs gained was studied by a conference of representatives from 35 orga.nintiem
and in June, 1939 the NEW YORK CITY COORDINATING COMMITTES FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION was f

to carry on this work permenently. The Committee now includes spokesmen of 80 organiuttom,
smong them the N. Y. Faderation of Churches, Society of American Friends, Council for Demoo-
racy, N. Y. Board of Jewish Ministers, and other citisens' groups.

Speakers at the Conference felt that democracy's advocates were guilty
of a common fault, Their literature was "high-brow". Tenement dwell-
ers who frequented McWilliams' meetings were not shown the danger to
their own self-interests. While the defense of democracy was conduoted
with .large gestures, demooracy was being undermined with the inti-

mate approach. Embryo fascists hed been ignored or drivem into the oppo-
sition by clumsy tactics. Most important, perhaps, ADVOCATES OF ,
DEMOCRACY WERE BITING FASCIST BAIT: WAGING A DEFENSIVE WAR BY ATTIMPTS
TO REFUTE OBVIOUS LIRS INSTEAD OF TAKING THE OFFENSIVE AND EXPOSING THE
ENEMY'S REAL OBJECTIVE.

|

The functions of tbe Coordinating Committee were defined as follews:

(1) To ORGANIZE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEES in infected areas on ~segtari

(2) To hold neighborhood street meetings addressed by leading catholics, Protntants and
Jews, and distribute persussive literature (local meetings proved an unusually effeo-
tive technique for they reached victims of fascist propagenda without spreading that
propaganda beyond the infected areas).

(3) To act as a clearing house for information on subversive activities.

(4) To coordinate the activities of organizations in this field, and to service looal
organizations with pro-democratic objectives.

THE COMMITTEE GOES TO WORK
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Two months after the Committee was formed 20 neighborhood groups were organized to ,
the fascists on their home grounds. "Christian" Front sctivity was completely checked in
- Manhattenville, Washington Heights, South Bronx, and Kingsbridge. In Richmond Hill, Flat-
@ bush, Astoria and Rockaway, it dwindled. As one Mobilizer, J. Hartery, put it in a fare-
well address to a handful of people in the South Bronx: "We're not going to run meetings
.here any more. This local 'Tolerance Committee' mekes it impossible to rum a 'Christian’
meeting in this neighborhood, so I'm going uptown where I'm appreciated."” When he mt
"\:1pt;ow;a¢p the Upper Bronx League for Demooracy was organiszed.
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. Local committee memberships range from a few hundred to several thousand. A typ!.ul M"f
. We Americans of Yorkville, organized as an answer to the coalition of the Bund and McWil-
~ liams, is truly representative of the community. On its executive board sit a ohuroh
er, & night watchman, the local banker, a settlement house director, a utility wrm,
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lawyer; its 1500 members are of every faith. When MoWillisms nttnpm to run tor ngre

these people distributed 200,000 pieces of literature, ran dosens of opposition mthd.
climaxed with the largest one ever held in Yorkville, 48500 strong.

During the last Presidential campaign the fifth eolumnists saw & major
opport\mity to capturo the election machinery of utl-bluho‘ pﬂttlul ‘
ulutanoo. In the case of the Republicans, daily, for six nctl, our -
representative checked the beckgrounds of campaign workers agsinst our

files, About 75 assorted undesirables were discovered - imcluding

Paul Castorina, leader of the -Italian Blackshirts who had wormed his
~way onto the County Bxecutive Committee; Baron Gotfried von Weyditch

of the Bund.

In addition, the Committee meintains wide press contacts. While the Coordinating Comsiittes
itself does not seek publicity the activities of local membership groups are stressed. Im-
portant advance information on developments in the domestic fascist fromt is relayed to
influential editors - and the vitel information eventuslly reaches thousands of people. Such
was the story in the WORLD TELEGRAM giving the plans of the Mobilisers to picket the Paulist
Rectory -- the first evidence that the "Christian" Front might turn imto anti—c;theuo
channels.

Bach week the Committee's publication, the CITY REPORTER, resches a selected list of newswen,
editors, pudblic officials and government bureaus. The 20 most recent issues provided them
with reports on 174 leading Hitlerites and 55 organisations they ocontrol. The ohief edito-
rial writer of a leading New York daily writes: "I think the CITY REPORTER is ome of the most
% _useful and best of all anti-Nezi information gheets. It is superb. I have msde freguent

. use of it." Likewise City and Federal officials, including the Allien Squad and the F,B.1.,
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% have received voluminous material and have attested to the importance of the information.
;o MORE DECISIVE MEASURES NEEDED

8 The Coordineting Committee has accomplished e great deal in two years. The anti-demoocratio
' forces, however, under the stress of international developments, have changed their strategy
\© and are preparing to undermine the good work UNLESS DECISIVE STEPS ARB TAKEN IMMEDIATRLY.

=

> Already the local scene has taken on a new asrect, Formerly it was easy to isolate the fifth
columnist. Today, street rioters have merged with big-time appessers and an air of respect-

— ability cloakes the Fascist front. Unanimously Lindbergh is acclaimed the leader. JFronters

take over America First chapters. Frequently storm troopers flicker into action, darting

out to give us an account such as eppeared in the NEW YORK TIMES of June 22, 1041:

"Friday night a group of pro-Bazi hoodlums, German Bundists, 'Christian’
Mobilizers and 'Christian' Frontists attacked an orderly street meeting of
Pight for Freedom at 59th 8t. and Lexington Ave. These Storm Troopers

= tried to push two women off the platform. They tried to overturn a ocar.

3 In disciplined formation they charged the crowd shouting 'We Want Hitler'
and 'We want Lindbergh.'"
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Now, with the outbreak of war between Germany and Russia, we may expect a resurgenoe of

the old atterpt to label every move of democracy to strengthen itself s part of the "Jew-
Communist plot to Bolshevize the world.” By this meens the pro-fascists and their adherents
hope not only to resume on a wider scale their riotous street activity, but also teo- sow ,
 the seeds for the attainment of their objective - the destruction of demooracy through organ-
= ized anti-Semitism. They are looking forward to the day when they expect disillusion and

; economic dislocation will swing the tide to the Lindbergh camp.
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< The Coordinating Committee is preparing to deal with the new situation. We know what
be done - and what should be done. The Committee has already developed tcchniquon, le&d- :
arship, membership, speakers, lines of communication - all the necessary forages. !’or L L
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M tw Mom These are the assets we vul m ‘9
‘Proclamstion oalling om "loyal looal leaders” to "assure our
fmtp uroctod cubnuton. Imsediately, the Mmth.

(1) Check tbo !uout sttempt to gain by mnmm- s oo thQ
the Pell elections. In Queens and Brooklyn, -umhnt.
work intensively with cburch and post

. "Christisn” and "patriotioc” fronts to capture po [tieal machiz

(2) Bxpand in Harlem - rapidly becoming the most dangerous anti-Sem
‘Few York, Nightly yro-lutlor meeting in this community go unohalle
1itersture, - Ainformstion, and Negro support alresdy ia hll, -m :

~ t0 aveid s repetition of the 1935 race riet,

(8) Dmln ud ‘revitalise more neighborhood committees h lntntd n.nu M'

i Mh dopa of worthwhile leaflets and publicstions. )

4 ;

| m). ‘speakers, for outdoor and indoor work,: ﬂw M ﬁn nmmn-r
tho man on the street.

It tekes . aktlloa, full-time drganizer several weeks to owulnlla a neighborhood o 1t the
Front and its followers - and it is of little value if by ooamtnthc on m Mlnr :pot S
we allow the Pmnt to flourish oluwhore.

sand people; $25.00 to $50.00 for s meeting in & neighborhood m»m-: e
with anti-Semitic and anti-demooratic propagaunds; $100,00 for a neigh-
borhood publication spreading tho cause of tolerance and dmcnow.; :

costs trom $10,00 o $20.00 fo distribute 1itersture to Several &

uoub@noa uaqml '-m BPLAYL "600C "'aﬁ'ﬁewl'lmlﬁlcl;"--}; e

Mo fulfill the inoreased demand for the CITY REPORTER, $50 per we week is r.qusr.a. ._i“*dtll-'

= !'!u solution to our problem lies in acquainting frustworthy individusls 'ith ou.r mtiviu,u iy
% and 6ur need for funds. We hope that this can be done without undue expense or publisity
O and we feel certain that no ome who appreciates the danger here and untlo:nhndl mt h t‘k—
— 1n¢ plece in Europe can fail to respond gensrously. A

$;8uhnttted by:

N ~New York City Coordinating Committee for Democratic Action -
2 West 43rd Street -- Pennsylvania 6-7948

‘ To!
Advisory Board -

Rev. Robert W. Searle D. D., Chairmen

Bishop Charles K, Gilbert, Episcopalian Diocese of New York
Arthur J. Goldsmith, Investments

Henry G. McDonough, South Bronx Committee for Tolerance

George N. SBhuster, President, Hunter College

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, N.Y.C.
Roderick Stephens, Pres idont, Bronx Board of Trade

dugust 1, 1941
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