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1wtainhime, i %ya//
&
Miss Ida M. Tarbell,

% American Magazine. -

It is with mueh interest that I read your article on iz Mysteries
and Cruelitises of the Tariff.

I am of the opinion taat your article is correct in evgry state—
ment , and cannot be refuted by those who profit most bY the pressait
nign tariffP.e. the woolen mills, in tans Oct. issue of tne Ameriéam
Magazine, you staie that the wool grovers were instrumental in mainialn-
ing the hignh tariff, after E=in about 18 years of eXxperience and being
more or less connectsd witih the wool growing industry, during tnat t#ue,
I believe that I can safely say tnat the wcol growers were not considere
at all . I will not attempt going into facts and figures,since you are
an expert statistician my letter is not to refute your statement, mat 18
to show you now the growért-gets it in the neck.just & the ca umel.

I think I can show you that we have no more say in regulating prices
+han the eonsumsr, leaving it 'p to your judgemnet as to whether we
prosper im proportion to the wooclen mills.

On a separate sneet you will £ind a conservative estimateof ihe
actual runing expenses of two bands of 2000 ewes to the = nd, this
includes two bandé of increase and on this estimate we assume an in-

crease of *754. v
Under?a page estimate taere saould be an allowznce of 10% loss,

Athro straying off, killed by canotes, disd ete. The estimate doas
not inelude storage on the wool, nor the shrinkags ﬁor the loss by
mice moth etc. Nor does it include tne fire or other 1insuralces.
‘Neitnher does it include tne commission's man fee for selling it..

Now Mr. A. & wool growsr has the heavy wool breed of sneep trele—

fore has that class known as the neavy snrinkage wools.



Mr. B., a wool buyer, reprerenting the Bastern mills, looks &ai
A's wool and says we are as a matter of fact not handling tane heayy
wools we only handle the carpet wools, therefore B makes no oifer
at ali. Now C a buyer of the heavy wools looks at AL wool andlumakes
an offer of 15 cta.pery éound. A refuses I5 cts. and holds itfor
another buyer. D comes along another buyer of heavy woolsS and ofrers
I43 cts. A says I have been offered I5 cts. for it . D saya tha t is
more than I can pay. Now C and D know that B is not going to buy it
therefore there is no competition. Now A decides to hold it tnerefoxe
paying insurance and warehouse fees, interest on money sts.

Every woolen imill in the United States knows just how much Wool
A has stored in such and such a warehouse the next season. C and D
call agzain offering I4 cts. A decides to ship it to E a wocl scourir
establishment. Mr. E scours it collecting 1is fee for it. E saips
it to Boston notifying A of it. His insurance man and warehouse iual
begin to A again. Mr, F the railrcad man says we chlarge more
freignt on scoured wocls than on frease wools, Mr. G the wookn mill
man writes E that he has several thousand pounds of wool in his ware-—
house of that grade but if he runs short he will bs glad to consier
A'S wools, this means that if A is short of funds he arranges with
his broker for a loan on nis wools thus adding to alis expense that
has already bsen big enough .

There 1s none more versed in the system of teaching the grower tih
than Mr. ¥Yoiror Mr. Wanitmany both of whom are leading you to beliewe
that tne the growers are zcting in conjunction with the woolen wills.
If the grower could collect I3 ets. per pound on his wools,miy in it
name of God does the mills fight so for tihe nigh tariff?

To your fair wmind and most excsll=znt judgement isnt that positive

proof that we do not get it? We could not g=t it ezcept by organizii g



Has ¥r. Moir or Mr. Wnitman ever itold you of any such organizatig
by -the wool growers? If not is it not strange way they put up such

a fignt for the intersst of the growers when tae two interest are

opposed?

Ve |
u

‘Sebew fenbiq

Our sales are always made thro warelouse men and brokels, it
it makes no difference who sells it ihe cost of pm duction is not
considered at all, in other words A takes just what they give nim

C, a buyer will not go in D's warenouse‘who is alweys also a bupel

i

and buys A's wool. If hs did D deducts his commission anyway.

If you would care to investigate tnis almost perfect system of
robbery I thi nk you will find that your preseint writc up is very
tmae to what you can write about it.

If ®we are only producinz 40% of the wools used in tne United State

at present, it bids fair to drcop to one nalf that in the next two or %h

C

Ut

% Jaia 2 R - wE . 1 :
varee years. In spite of your theory of the growers getting the profit

faets and figures will prove different, under the present system -

growers arefast goins out of the business.

Hoping that this will cause wou to at least investigate furiher

that you can at least give us 2 square dleal.

Hoping to see vou come again in the American Magazine, 1 am

-

Yours truly,

5. Esca Kelly.
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