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Dear Mrs Barkers

Please pardon my long delay in replying
to your letter of February Srds I have been away from
town and very busy when heree ¥

How as to your question - my authm’itz‘
for saying that Abrahem Lincoln read “Yahkee Notions™
Back in the 1890's end again in 1022 I spent some

days in Bloomington, 1llinois intervliewing men shé-as
boys remembered Lincoln, as well as those who had been
with him on the Circuit and in politicas

aAmong the former was a lawyer by the
name of Capen who had grown up in Bloomington and
who remembered Lincoln particularly as a story teller,
had always been interested in where he got his atorless
He talied with meny of lLincolnslawyer associates and
told me that more than one of them had told him of
Lineoln earrying a book called "Phoenxianpa", also
“Plush Times in Alebama.

One of Kr. Capen's neighbors was @
Sheriff of the County, William K. He ge, who
remembered Lincoln welle It was he who told lapen
that Lincoln read "Yankee Notions." Capen was sure
thet Lineoln got many of his stories from this papers

I have no other authority than what
me, but I can hardly believe that L
was for good stories would have passe
a pa 1lixe "Yankee Notions." But you see it
of~these things you can take or leave as you wilak

Hre Capen

You enclose notices of two or three items
no one of which appealsto me, but I am always glad to
know what you are offeringe

kith best wishes
Very sincerely yours

Mr. He Bs Barker
Los Angeles, Califs
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