


IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN
CHAPTER XL
A Exepident at Bay

A government umuumunmuum' i
vtctortu; it 1- cemented by success, cracked by urm. m
coalitions of 1on¢-tm opponents are possible when .u. “ m.
but old doubts, jealousies and aubitions break out '“l
If defeat continues, you have soon a divided front nlt fﬁ v “
quarrels and rivalries ococupy more time than the nlw ﬂ“‘ﬂ
iteelf. All we can say is that this is m vay men m

conducted themselves in onry war.

. The North before the close of 1861 nm to m m to
the htutm'ul example of m beings under these ciroumst
Gracks began %o show in the pelitical, oivil and uum front
vith every defest things gew worse. The Secend mm d 1

s Sis’ J60Y besauss of dimreling deverais. The ol

content that it was no longer capable of collective {
The North seemed orumbling under lincoln's hands.
events shrieked to him that he was a fallure. mu
his most Mvd supporters, did not spare him. Take (
loyal & radicel as there was in the Republican
mncfuu«h ldmum h%wm -



o
y’

the fall electionscame in, and he felt it his duty to tell the

President that it was his fault:

by

"Listen a moment,"” he said, to the words of a true
friend. « . . . The defeat of the administration is the adminis-
tration's owmn fault ;

“It admitted its professed opponents to its counsels.
It placed the army, now a great power in this Republic, into
the hands of its enemies. In all personal questiens to be
hostile to the party of the Government seemed to be a title
to consideration. It forgot the great rule, that, if you are
true to your friends, your friends will be true to you, and
that you make your enemies stronger by placing them upon an
equality with your friends. Is it surprising that the opponents
of the administration should have got into their hands the governe
ment of the principal states after they have had for so long a

time the principal management of the war, the great business of
the National Government?" .

Hard words from a friend to a President at day. Point

point he took up Schurz' letter. To the paragraph quoted above
replied: "

"The plain facts, as they appear to me, are these.
The administration came into power, very largely in a minerity
of the popular vote. Notwithstanding this, it distributed

to its party friends as nearly all the eivil pstronage as any
administration ever did. The war came. The administration
could not even start in this, without assistance outside of its
party. It was mere nonsense to suppese a minerity could put ‘
down a majority in rebellion. Mr® Schurs (now Gen. Schurs) was
about here then, and I do not recollect that he then considered
all who were not republicans,were enemies of the government,

and that none of them must be appointed to military positions.
He will correct me if I am mistaken. I% so happened that very
few of our friends had a military education or were of the proe
fession of arms. It would have been a question whether the war
should be conducted on military knowledge, or on political
affinity, only that our own friends (I think My’ Sohurs ine
cluded) seemed to think that such a question was inads lssable
Accordingly I have scarcely appointed a democrat to & commanc
who was not urged by many republicans and opposed by non
was 80 &s°to MoClellan. He was first brought forward |
Republican Governor of Ohio & claimed, and contended for &
same time by the Republican Governor of Pennsylvania. I







There was more of this correspondence. In & seced

letter Linceln wrote:

"I gertainly now that if the war fails the adminis~
tration fails, and that I will be blamed for it whether 1 dee
serve it or not. I ought to be blamed if I - ,
you think I could do better therefore ore you blame me already; 1
mn«mm«r«m.tmmxwm
n......uxauomwmsm ke yours :
must alse take that of others
nxmxmums‘ wve none 16
not even yours for be m.w«u h.mwmm
think you are performing your part as as poorly as you think I
-mmm-.mmnam:muntM-zm
later to realise. < _

A frank correspondence surely, but on neither side a
vitter one; and its close so"like ‘nnuh\.'» .ﬁl no I”NM
sent the letter from which the last paragraph is queted than he
vas afraid he had been toe tart, 5o he sumcnsd Sehurs $o Washingten.
Long ago General Schurs himself uuinmim-tm~
interview « a break in his voice as he talked. He Tound um
sitting botou an open fire, and instead of the stern greeti

that he had expected, there was ummua” ‘M.Wm.
ILincoln said, "do you think I am as bad & fellow as mmm

4n your letter?"”

~ Bohurs stanmered some half apolegy. "Let ne mm
all about it." The President then reviewsd tue mm ;
1ed up to the present conditions « his ‘
nis diffioulties, how this and that man hed falled h
done this and net that, the tervemts of Viase and wnge
poured on him., Sohurs' letter, he sald, had been a




' kept up the fiction that he was master, .umu

straw, coming as it did when he was feeling so keenly the defeat
in the elections. He reviewsd the whole hard story, and hen
suddenly turning with a lsugh, slapped Schurs on the kneet b
- *"Didn't I get you hard in the letter? Didn't I? 5
But it didn't hurt, did it? I didn't mean to, and theres |
- fore I wanted you to come so quickly."

No wonder that Carl Schurs was bound to Abrahem Iincein
for life after this or that he should have written years m:

"There are men now living who would read today with amasement if
not with regret what they then ventured te say or write o him."

But Schurs was his friend, however censorious, and, more
important, open in his censure, untainted by personal JMQ
ambition. This, alas, was not always tyue of his oritice. ﬁu.
was lir  Chase, his Secretary of the Treasury, still .m that e was
® better man than Lincoln, that it was he who showld have been
President. Seward had felt the same, but he and L&ulln mm
4% out,and Lincoln had won. To Mrs, Seward, his only real sonf! [ an
the Secretary of State said frankly, "The President is ﬂl. M
of us™ « but he did not say that outside! So far as mu

ing information from his omm, m 4n the |
other departments, particularly that of m W

‘whose records of these interferences are ‘among m uos

mnmuu that m.mdmhn’m m
mun«hm okl




- political following; it was much more like muuut f_,‘,

liked him, and, above all, he wanted tho pmtry u'tam'sa

him. What he did not ses clearly, or, if he saw 1%, m it

at its true value, was that Seward's pretence was ascepted u s
faot by a large group of radicals who mistrusted hin. ‘They nad

ceme to believe that the cmmnun Secretary of State did rule
and that Lincoln's tardiness about issuing the Mm m

tion, which they had so long urged, was dus to the m “

Stlto.
My, Chase, in an indirect way, had fed this W

.,»2%

.Acnlum'omogoinsuthunoounumunudm

uhtm. he had chosen Chase and Seward deliderately $eo mm
the two strong wings of the Republicarparty  Demeevat and Re
lican, radical and conservative. In his quaint way he m
ihnthlhdtohnoampnnoamhmambu“hm

going to ride. But Mr, Chase had never been able to stay

in the end of the bag. He wanted to be President « mtd %

 particularly in 1864, and in this ambition he had the epen backing

of his brilliant daughter, Kate Chase. No woman in Washingt
to Mrs. Linceln's illeconcealed “.m‘ “ had m‘ £
Perhaps no American woman in Washington has ever had such .

we see in Frenoh and Hnglish political cireles than &
are accustomed to here. Miss Chase expected to make
the next yresident of the United States, and everybed



on the questionable practice of expressing in private mal
and in a voluminous private ¢orrespondence, Mml.r 'tﬁ llw
officers and always with army officers more or less in disgrace «
hﬁ distress at the way things werre going, his sense of the mm
petency of Lincoln, his disbelief in this or that MM& re-
moval = always hiating that if kg had been president things weuld
have been different, the war at an end. He was always asking the
disgruntled to come to see hh.‘:lml nnl;lnnt to them M his
ideas were not considered, that a Secretary of the Treasury had ne
business except to provide undy for the people to spend. m whole
inference among radicals, particularly radicals in Oc‘wm._éﬁl
that this man, their friend, who should have led in the M;
was -mrn“ud and that his conservative rival, llr: Seward, was on
top, the real head of the administration.

There is no question but that among those to whom Chase
most mquonuy complained were radical eongrumn- It was mm
of course that when these congressmen came back $o Congress in W”
ber, after their drubbing in the fall elections, that they m th _
must work quickly to save the day. Many of them tm “ w nay
have been right, that if the new Congress with its small
majority, had met in December of 1862, a m tﬂ‘ sdia
~ peage would have been uuoum. The radicals -m ;
with their agressive policy that this could not ! APDE

mm M the evil mmo -hwuuw



- administration should be removed. Naturally emough, My. MQ

friends expeoted that he would then come inte his own;} Mﬂ. |
that Mr’ Lincoln would be run hereafter by Chase instead of Seward.

If Mr, Lincoln could have given Congress a vuuu in
the Eastern field immediately defore or after it met, as he hi

'nmm uuuahmmmmowmmm.

But there was no vistery - instead, another erushing defeat.

Bverything had been disappointing in the Army of ﬁ.
Potomac after the battle of Antietam on September 17. m

had delayed again, with exeuses 'htoh maddened Linceoln '-m
‘tongued and fatigued horses!” "Will you pardon me for m‘
he wrote in an outburst of sareasm « thntimmlfmuﬂ
a master but which he so rarely used Mom«- mmm
me for asking what the horses of your army have done u&a” the
battle of Antietam which fatigues anything?”

That the Confederates should be able to meve M he m.
that they should dash into Maryland and dash back again, m him
into battle « he se superior in numbers and OMQ. and %
always escape, had become humiliating almost beyond mm-
There wore many men saying, and had been fora year - men 1ik
Senator Trumbull, the friend whese very position in the Senate
was due to Linceln, "If the case were reversed and the  had
our means and owr arms and men and we theirs, they m ofere
this have driven us to the 5t. lawrence.® Srumbwil a

_lnlhtc to declare: "It is the fault of the e



McClellan had moved in November, and Linceln had m
vith himself a half superstitious compact: if the General mm
Lee to get between him and Richmond again, he would mm him.
McClellan had done just that, and the President had displaced him,
with a corps commander, Glomal Anbrose Burnside. :

Lincoln has been mich eriticised for this appointment.
Wudn'thoamahamnwhmtnrhmntm\hm" They
were fighters. Trust, but Sherman and Grant and Thomas mm
on serious jobs. No one of them had as yet a campaign or amm
to his credit sufficient to say with certainty, "He's m mi'
They were all still proving themselves. He took the best he had,
and it turned out a poor best, for towards daybreak of m 16,
after four days fighting on the Rappahannock, the President, who
all the day Lefors had sat in dressing gown and slippers tn ﬂu
military telegraph offices with Secretary Stanton, reading ﬂ”
reports as they came in, was sent Burnside's fatal word: '8. have
thought it necessary to withdraw the army to this side of N river."

Ten thousand men dead - twe thousand missing! 'ld s
battle a butchery,” Governor Curtain of Pennsylvania m ﬁ.
President when he mtvod in Washingten from the \Ilim fm m
horrible stery broke his contred, and Curtain describes m mn
and nervous exoitement as bordering on many. It was -
to be so now. Bad news from the army would um from *
pitiful ories of suffering. "If o be the head of He
as what I have to underge here,* he told General




who was with him once when a report of a disaster came in, "I coudd
£4nd 1% in my heart to pit Satan himeelf." e
Little wonder that Congress raved or the countyy despaired.
And no wonder at all that the radical Republican group in the Senate,
sure that they knew where the weakness lay, should have desided in
caucus that the President should be tolé that he must drep Seward.
One man in this cauous, Senator Preston King eof m M
cbjected, and rushed to tell Seward. Seward, so confident of his
power, was overwhelmed - but game. He at once wrote his m
It was handed to the President the evening of the 17th of m.
when he was still ucotvtng the terrible news of Burnside's am
Wnat did 1t mean? Seward, of all men’ He was not long in learning
from Senator King himself what had happened. A 1ittle later he
was Qauod upon by the Senators, nine of them, among them m
and Sumner, his intimates. They charged Seward vuh sver uh.
especially with controlling the administration. "M m ﬁ
think," Lincoln told his cabinet the next day when he m
them togcthor to tell them what had happened, "that when X h‘ W, : |
good intention in me, Seward ooutrtnd to suck it out Ot u “

pergeived.”

€

It was quite charasteristic of Lineoln that u_m L
extraordinary interview with the Benators, he sheuld have indly
and patiently tried to get a full statement from m
feeling, sound 1%, get to the bettom of it. He defen:
~ on the whole 4% had been hammonious, there had m



. =,

troubles although of courses differences, un that 4in all m
vhelning trovbles they had sustained him. He sesus not to have
{ntimated $o the gentlemen hat they were encreaching en nﬁrm-
The next morning he called his cabinet. ALl m M‘
except the mw Seward. He told them the story, lll m M
to meet the committee that evening, which they did, u' M
surprise of the Committee. This was putting a new Mu m thing.

" Their ideas was not at all to talk over the ottuMu m ﬁl m

that they had been condemningj it was to demand its
There was much talk, one the whole frank = everybedy, P
except Mr+ Chase, who, as Trumbull said tartly when nm\m.
talked differently in the presence of the l'uiuﬂ'l lﬂ 1
leagues from what he mm accustomed to muu

‘courage in the group and before the cabinet %o ta& m es
the m.hu which he luul been building up, 80401 2,
eoucuuly. for so long among his radical w fAﬂ...‘“ .
have had s-ﬂ:unm sense of having put himself in ulf‘t
enly way he saw out of it vas to resign: Let the Prest
his pumpkins, find new ones, or try to rﬁl i&m
wrote his resignation. T
» Welles to whom we owe ﬂl‘ most

Mnhmmm-.frm.oMutm-_




certainly had had more to Mu' than -muy else fro
& ‘..u;..m-. mmmm'mumtwwu

F President uut he believed it his duty te see that the Se

? atd not omn‘. That was the way it struck him, Id

= ‘the bottom would be out. But what to do? Bn.mthlfﬁ

é The Secretaries vm soon back, from a night's mm
B with their individual duty in the matter, probably sl of then |
'g “ willing to ge out now for goed, so unhappy was the situ tion,

E : nstn-mxy.nthomnumnum;toxmoummm
::j wanted them to stay. Chase first showed the white festher. "I
ps have prepared my resignation,” he told the President. :

&* ""Where is i¥)" sald the President quickly, his we lig
a up,” = I am quoting from Welles' diary. wiy ;”“ “ |

and ﬂmn towards Chase, vholuu on, MW




*iThis,' said he, leoking towards me with a triumphal
laugh, ‘outs the Gerdian kmet.' An air ef satisfactien spresd
over his countenance such as I had net seen for some time. 'I oan
dispose ef this subject now without difficulty,' he added, as he
turned on his ohair; 'I see my way olear.' L

*Chase sat by Stanten, fronting the fire; the mm
beside the fire, his face towards them, Stanton nearest him, I was
on the sofa near the east window, w-mnsummm
the note, whichwas m-r. Chase turned round and loocked M me,
s 1ittle perplexed. He would, I think, have been vetter mmu |
could this interview with the President have been \mm

presence of others, or at least if I was away. The Presd
so delighted, that he saw not how others were affesteds

%)y, President,’ l.“ Stanton, with OM " w
rm« you day before yesterday that I was ready to m w
resignation. I wish you, sir, to consider my mw at
this time in your possession.'

*'You may go %o your department,' said the Presi
don't want yours. This,' w.uu Chase's letter, "4 -u I ﬂn
this relieves me; ny way is oluﬂ the trouble is ended. l 'ltn
detain you no longerd* L




Nobody knew what it meant « exeept My, iinceln! The
two pumpkins now lay in the same position, both m of the wc It
was not Seward out and Chase in, mmmwm-»w
were bath out. This was the last thing that the senatorial ceamittes
wanted. It was Seward they were after, net Chase; and the upshot
of their demand had been that they had lost their own man. |
For a couple of days there was unhappiness in radical
oiroles, particularly in peor Mp, Chase's heart; and Shen Mre Seward
and Ir Chase each received from the President a lettar, lm that
"after most anxious comsideration,” he had concluded Shat the'u
interests did not admit their resigning, there was nothing mC.
under the cumtmu. for them to do dut to go back %o m
departments. Seward did it cheerfully, Chase uneasily. |
| For the time the trouble was over. He had proved the
master in the Senatorial attempt to invade his authority. l‘fut
rarely makes an opp::;nt your rrum. particularly an mm of
radical temperament, They still “believed, that m«u was a weak-
1ing, unable to see the quality of the mastery that he had shown

w

in thh contest.
"A weakling” - that was what the country thought, :
as the year drew to its clese. Never was Avrahan Linceln so low

in public esteen as when 1863 came %o an end. hwts.‘mm{
mcoum-mum.umuuuum
rmmmmammwg» yolam




do better than I can; and if I was satisfied that the public cone
fidence was more fully possessed by any one of them than by me, and
xnew of any constitutional way in which he could be put h ny M.
ne should have i%. I would gledly yield it to him.* But tlnn was
no way as he told Seward who said in the cabinet orisis I have just
described that it would be a relief %o be free: "That will do
very well r"v,“. Governor, but I am like the starling in M’l
shery, 1 oak'd got eut.t"

He could not get out, and they stoned him in his oage.
At this moment, the end of the year, one stone they m~ doudbt
that he had rnol.uuon to make good his promise to sign the M
pation Proclamation. The day was approaching that he had set,
January 1, 1863; he would not do it « Seward, the M forces
were $oo strong for him. Men came %o reproach him for a rumered
weakness. They still had much to learn about their man, for it was

as certain as anything could be certain that if Abraham M was

alive on January first, he would put his name to the «m

As the year ended, he probably summed up the muuu ‘I
very much the philesophical way that Gideon Welles did u m M!
"The year closed less favorably than I had hoped and m '
Velles wrete the night of December 31, "yet some progress M M
made. .« « « None of us appesar to do enough, and yet ! ﬂ;

we have done so much,"
They hsd done something men wers never n forgets

lay on Linoola's office table awaiting nis signate
l,_ i :




the United States. After thres hours of New Year's

in his 1ife had he felt more certain that e was
414 1n signing this paper. "But®, he added, I
calls and shaking hands since nine o'clock this
arn is stiff and mmb. Now this signature is one ¥
be exemined closely, and if they find my hand tre
say, 'He did have some compunctions' - anyway ““
done. *

We can believe it true, as he said,
surer in his 1ife that he was right. NM

nud.h!um His secretaries m a m
one day, in discussing mmm.;
who 1ead in new paths éfany nature would a




