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THE WOMEN ‘S TRADE “
UNION LuAGUE OF -f* hedy” .

SAINT LOUIS.,
cory.  783% Cann /‘f'

sz. Louil, Dooub» 30, |
My dear Mrs. Robins:=-

You will be interested to know thlt e
there is good proepcet of a sixth Women's Trade League
being organized. I hope you will btear with’ Iﬁ"hiit ‘1 go into
rather minute detail for 1 want you to know tﬁo whnib situntiﬂw;
80 thnt you can adviae me. Mg o e ‘

It is at Granite City, one of the greatqst
industriel centers in Illinois, that the last call for
organization has come. Granite City has' about twelve
thousand inhabitante and is known as the "town of the
dinner pail", such a large per cent of the meh in 1%
work with their hands for a living. It is a town with
a large fcreign population, t! :re being large colonies - o
of Poles, Hungarisns, Bulgarians, etc, I understand th&lﬂ
men are brought from Europe in, large numbsrs whenever there .
is a demend for their labor, as many as fifty to three mw
coming at orne time. Within the past two years: 1n one of the .
steel plants the im-igrant at $1.30 per day has. displacaa tho'
American at $3.30. :

There are two concerns in the City employing
numbers of women, the Glucose factory and the National anamaling
Worke, the Niedringhaus granite ware plant. At the Glucose N
factory, 2s far as I can learn there are no unions, there are
one hundred and fifty to two hundred girls and women employed, .
working ten houre & day for 85 cents per day. The National S
Enameling Works employ from three hundred to five hundred girls
and more if they coula get them. They work a ten hour day and -
make $4.50 per week., Their work is to take. the tin out’ of the
plckle and dry for the next process. . This makes it impossible -

for them to do other than work in soaking wet clothes for the
most of the ten hours and stand in water as well. Four-fifty
per week is sucH a puny wage that these girle find it next to =
impossible to get board in the town. The doors of the plaineotg
places being clos=d to them, It has gotten to the place where
these girls are the butt of the jokes for all the town. Thoao o
who do stay eke out some sort of an existance, it is saild we

would not want to know just how. The temptaticn is very great
for by the side of the wretchedly paid girl works the high prige
men, In the Enameling Works and the Rolling .ill, both :
Niedringhaus plants, thsre are employed several thousand peog
thoroughly organized except the women. They boast thrat no ﬁ”
hand touches their work from the time the pig iron is thrown
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the yards until the Finished product is on the market,

By some strange mental feat they overlook thess several
'hundred women. @ The consequence of low wages and bad
conditions is that this plant is always in need of girls
%and they have their agents s¢outing through southern
1Illinois for mew repruits. This fall and winter they
‘have announced through the papers time and again the
need of four hundred girls. This statement was confirmed
by & supsrintendent. Now in thsir extremity they have
conceived the idea, so we understand, of adding a dormatory
and dinjing room to the plant and having the girls employed

live there.

_Aside from these plants, there are women
in the usual occupations. The single laundry in the town
is working its girls as cheap laundries always do.
This is briefly the industrial condition in Granite City.
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