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SONIC
The new Sonic movie is so 
bad that it is good.
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FILM FESTIVAL
The International Film 
Festival held screenings for 
the 2020 semester.
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CLARK INTERVIEW
The Campus sits down with 
actor Brian Terrell Clark.
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FRIDAY
H: 24º  L: 19º
Snow: 50%
Sunrise: 6:57 a.m.
Sunset: 6:09 p.m.

SATURDAY
H: 25º   L: 20º
Snow: 40%
Sunrise: 6:56 a.m.
Sunset: 6:10 p.m.

SUNDAY
H: 40º   L: 34º
Snow: 10%
Sunrise: 6:54 a.m. 
Sunset: 6:11 p.m.

Conversations on campus

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Bryan Terrell Clark talks to students about finding one’s purpose at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020, in the Vukovich Center for the Arts.

ALANA SABOL/THE CAMPUS
Philip Gourevitch discusses his experience reporting in Rwanda at 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 24, 2020, in Ford Chapel.

Terrell Clark discusses finding purpose Gourevitch reviews Rwanda experience
By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

History has its eyes on you, 
even if you have not played 
George Washington in Ham-
ilton on Broadway.

Bryan Terrell Clark, who 
filled the role of George 
Washington in the famous 
Broadway musical in 2017, 
and then again during the 
holiday season 2019, visited 
campus and gave a lecture ti-
tled, “Finding Your Purpose: 
From Baltimore to Broad-
way’s ‘Hamilton’” at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, in the 
Gladys Mullenix Black The-
atre in the Vukovich Center 
for Communication Arts.

Clark was introduced by 
Charles Allan Ross, ’20, who 
spoke of Clark’s numerous 
roles, and at one point began 
to say his introduction back-

wards. It was later revealed 
that this was a challenge that 
Clark posed to Ross before 
the lecture. 

“Tonight, we welcome 
Bryan Terrell Clark, who is 
a singer, songwriter, philan-
thropist and actor, perhaps 
best known for his starring 
role as George Washington 
in ‘Hamilton: The American 
Musical,’ on Broadway,” Ross 
said. 

Clark began his lecture 
by asking the audience how 
many people had seen the 
musical, and then by singing 
Washington’s introduction 
in Hamilton with the song 
“Right Hand Man.” 

“The introduction of 
George Washington is so 
powerful in the show, be-
cause you don’t meet him as 
the president,” Clark said. 
“You meet him as the general. 
And so you are introduced to 

him in battle.” 
Clark said people com-

monly ask him if they are go-
ing to be able to understand 
the show, because it is rap.

“I think to myself, ‘it’s bril-
liant,’” Clark said. “The show 
is designed in this brilliant 
way because it is literally the 
Shakespeare of our time. Of-
tentimes people ask what the 
rap and the rhyme of it all 
will be and I think to myself 
that’s interesting because, I 
am not a rapper. I’m a classi-
cally trained actor who sings 
gospel and musical theatre. 
… It’s something about what 
this show is and the timing 
of this show that makes it a 
juggernaut in my industry, 
and what I realized is that is 
all about being your authen-
tic self.”

See CLARK   page 2

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Editor-In-Chief
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

Antwon is a Rwandan man 
who has learned to govern 
his devastations, rather than 
be governed by them — or 
so he told Philip Gourevitch 
over drinks one night at a bar. 
Like hundreds of thousands 
of Rwandans, Antwon is still 
affected by the Gacaca court 
hearings of the early 21st 
century, in which he faced 
the murderers of his family 
members as they confessed 
their crimes in exchange for 
reduced prison sentences. 
The Rwandan government 
summoned him to forgive the 
perpetrators, and he has since 
grappled with the order in 
more ways than one. 

Gourevitch, an award-win-
ning author, staff writer for 
The New Yorker and former 

editor of The Paris Review, 
shared his friend’s story 
during a lecture on Monday 
in Ford Memorial Chapel. 
Antwon’s is just one account 
from the Rwandan genocide 
in 1994, in which 800,000 
people lost their lives in the 
span of 100 days. 

Gourevitch’s reporting 
on the mass atrocities began 
in 1995, and has continued 
throughout the last quar-
ter century in the form of 
prize-winning books like “We 
Wish to Inform You That To-
morrow We Will be Killed 
With Our Families” and in-
depth articles published in 
The New Yorker. 

“The book was written and 
reported in 1995, ’96, ’97 and 
published in ’98, and it was 
much more about the origin, 
genesis and world’s response 
to the genocide, as well as the 
early aftermath,” Gourevitch 

said in an interview with The 
Campus. 

The years following the 
genocide were an incredibly 
tumultuous period in Rwan-
da, according to Gourevitch. 
Close to a million of the 
country’s then population of 
seven million lost their lives 
at the hands of a large num-
ber of propagandized people 
— estimated to be hundreds 
of thousands. 

“You have a structure, 
where you have a state struc-
ture and a political leadership 
structure, at the very top of a 
state as well as at very many 
local administrative levels,” 
Gourevitch said. 

See GOUREVITCH   page 2

Poet Eric Smith visits campus for Single Voice Reading
By BRIAN KLINE
Contributing Writer
klineb@allegheny.edu

Surrounded by decoratively laid 
tables and a hushed audience, Al-
legheny College’s visiting author 
Eric Smith remarked on the plush 
grandeur that surrounded him in 
the Tippie Alumni Center’s event 
hall. Comparing the splendor of the 
space to another place he performed 
his poems in Florida, he said he was 
similarly humbled.

“I feel undeserving of this space,” 

Smith said. “When I read at a chap-
el in Tampa, I asked ‘can I say the 
F-word in here?’ And the dean of 
the college was like ‘it’s fine, it’s fine. 
[The chapel] isn’t consecrated.’”

With a joking, self-deprecating 
and charismatic personality, Allegh-
eny College’s visiting author Eric 
Smith sat in to answer questions by 
Allegheny English students during 
classes, and read a collection of his 
poems at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, in 
the Tippie Alumni Center.

The subject of the poems were 

wide ranging, and  featured sub-
jects from  crashing trains to snowy 
owls and shotguns. Smith has been 
working on  his award-winning 
book “Black Hole Factory” for over 
a decade. Including some of the ear-
liest works of his poetic career, with 
poems such as “Tyrannosaurus Sex” 
and “A Show of Hands,” Smith wields 
diction and syntax in a true homage 
to the expressive power of lyricism 
and verse.

Smith’s book won the Tampa Re-
view Prize for Poetry in 2017, and 

since he’s done book tours across 
the country. Delivering him far from 
his home in Tennessee, a number of 
Smith’s poems deal with his own up-
bringing in Georgia, and tackle the 
idiosyncratic relationships he saw 
there. From football to fatherhood to 
plumbing, Smith held nothing back 
in tearing himself apart. 

“I love this space, and I feel un-
deserving of this space because I 
write poems about dinosaurs and… 
farting,” Smith said. “Empty hotels 
in Miami, and this (Tippie Alumni 

Center) seems far too nice for that.”
Counting Smith’s earliest poems, 

he has been working on the book 
from his teenage years, for the po-
ems to be teenagers now themselves. 
As an undergraduate student at West 
Georgia University, Smith actually 
met Allegheny’s own resident poet 
Christopher Bakken at the Associ-
ation of Writers and Writing Pro-
grams  in 2007. 

See SMITH   page 3
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Clark then described the 
multiple characteristics of the 
writer and producer of Ham-
ilton, Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
saying that putting all of those 
things together, “none of that 
makes sense when it comes to 
the landscape of musical the-
atre.” 

“But by him being who he 
is, unapologetically stepping 
into his authenticity, he has 
created something deeply 
unique,” Clark said. “I believe 
at the crux of all of that, that’s 
about being passionate about 
what is authentic to yourself.”

Prior to the lecture on 
Wednesday, Clark held an 
acting workshop with stu-
dents, who he described at 
this point in his lecture as 
his favorite group of students 
he’s worked with so far on his 
speaking tour. 

“One of the students said, 
‘Do you say that everytime 
you go to a university or col-
lege?” and I said, ‘no I don’t,’” 
Clark said. 

Then Clark mentioned a 
question he was asked earlier 
that day, which tied into the 
real message of what he was 
going to talk about during his 
lecture, about how he started 
acting and when he first knew 
he wanted to be an actor and 
work in music.

“I asked my mom this not 
too long ago, and she said 
‘before you could talk,’” Clark 
said. 

According to Clark’s moth-
er, Clark would walk up to the 
TV or radio before he was 
old enough to talk and “just 
bounce.” 

This brought Clark into 
the story of his mother, Tanya 
Clark, and her love for educa-
tion. Clark described her as 
an innovator who switched 
back and forth between being 
a teacher, principal and ad-
ministrator at the school she 
worked with, along with also 
being a Sunday School teach-
er who became a minister. 
Clark’s mother also worked in 
a school environment where 
students did not come from 
the best home lives, and was 
“an angel in that space,” ac-
cording to Clark. 

Next, Clark talked about 
his father, who was the op-

posite of his mother when it 
came to education. Clark said 
his father was very charismat-
ic, but never went to college 
even though he would have 
gotten a full ride on a track 
scholarship. What his father 
did do, however, was convince 
the managers of Westing-
house Electric Corporation 
to let him work there. Clark’s 
family would only find out af-
ter seven years that his father 
was the company drug dealer. 

“When I really think about 
that time in my life, it was a 
pivotal turning point, but it 
was also a very dark time,” 
Clark said. “It was interest-
ing because I sat my parents 
down and said, ‘Hey can we 
have a family meeting?’ I had 
to be like 12 or 13, however 
old you are when you first 
start middle school.”

According to Clark, at this 
family meeting Clark told his 
parents that he understood 
the situation but did not want 
to hear about it anymore be-
cause he saw how unhappy 
they both were. After that, he 
pledged to be and was silent 
for the next three years, with 
the exception of singing in his 
gospel choir. 

Clark described how he 
would stand in the back of the 
choir and sing, until one day 
the person next to him heard 
him sing and called attention 
to it, and the choir director 
pulled him to the front to sing 
a solo. 

“After that moment you 
could find me kind of coming 
alive in gospel choir,” Clark 
said. “I was either singing a 
solo, or directing.”

Clark’s theatre, and specif-
ically musical theatre, expe-
rience began soon after that 
when his aunt brought him 
to his first acting class. Clark 
described how he liked acting 
but did not fully understand 
or appreciate musicals until 
the first time he saw “Rent.” 

“When I saw ‘Rent,’ I was 
undone,” Clark said. 

Clark began to skip school 
and get on a Greyhound bus 
and travel from his home in 
Baltimore, to New York City 
to audition for the role of Ben-
ny in “Rent”. Clark received 
many callbacks for Benny but 

never the part. He continued 
to skip school for auditions 
when he went off to college 
at Temple University, and be-
came friends with the sister 
of Billy Porter. Porter helped 
him to gain a deeper under-
standing of musical theatre, 
and Clark began to love it.

 That summer, Clark be-
came a director at a theatre 
camp and helped to put on a 
production of “The Wiz.” Af-
ter that, it came time for him 
to begin auditioning for grad-
uate school programs, specifi-
cally NYU and Yale Universi-
ties. The head of the program 
that was helping students to 
audition for grad school told 
Clark that he should avoid 
those schools because of 
money and travel costs, and 
that they would be less like-
ly to accept people of color. 
Clark went on to audition for 
both schools by himself, and 
got accepted to both, along 
with being on hold for a role 
in both “The Lion King” on 
Broadway, and the TV show, 
“All My Children.” 

Clark ended up attending 
Yale school of Drama.

“And I just knew, in my in-
ner being, that I was supposed 
to be there,” Clark said. “This 
is something that I’ve been 
telling these young folks all 
day, so I’m going to reiterate 
it. This is a time in your life 
that is really important. Be-
cause when you’re somewhere 
between the ages of 17 and I 
would say your early 20s — 
this is the time that you can 
take advantage of the space 
that’s been given for you. 
College and university is sup-
posed to be a time we set aside 
a safe space for you to begin to 
think critically for yourself.”

Clark said that college is 
also an important time to 
start finding one’s own inner 
voice, as at first that inner 
voice is more likely to be rem-
iniscent of  parents for a very 
long time.

“But you’ve got to find out 
what your inner voice sounds 
like,” Clark said. “And this is a 
safe space … where you can 
begin to listen to that voice 
for yourself.”

During Clark’s time at 
Yale, he began to feel what he 

described as a cognitive disso-
nance. He became aware of a 
“secret black man code” that 
existed at Yale where when 
being pulled over by a police 
officer, a black man would 
pull out his driver’s license 
and also his Yale ID and be let 
off or at least let off easier than 
normal. 

“And there was a cognitive 
dissonance because I was so 
angry,” Clark said. “Because 
what does that mean? That 
some other young guy who 
just happened to be born and 
grow up there and actually is 
a citizen of that community is 
unsafe because they don’t go 
to Yale?”

Clark decided to stay at 
Yale that summer, and took 
part in a project at the college 
where the students helped 
other people to tell their sto-
ries through art. 

“We literally took their sto-
ries and helped them to write 
and produce plays with them, 
and that changed my life,” 
Clark said. “And it was in that 
moment that I realized there 
is a difference between pas-
sion and purpose.” 

Clark added that during 
his current speaking tour, he 
has come to the realization 
that as human beings every-
one is going to die someday, 
and that as human beings ev-
eryone has love and fear. 

“What I find to be most 
consistent in that is that most 
adults generally aren’t happy,” 
Clark said. “And it’s weird 
because I’m generally happy 
all the time. Not in a weird 
way, like I’m pooping glitter 
or something, but I do have a 
general sense of happiness in 
my inner being. And I real-
ized that it’s because I’m very 
clear on what I’m passionate 
about, and I learned some-
thing during that summer. 
I’m also clear in my purpose.”

Clark then returned to his 
story, describing how he was 
given the opportunity to go to 
London, but instead went to a 
different program in Minne-
apolis. Along the way, Clark 
met many well-known peo-
ple that would become great 
mentors to him. This includ-
ed a man who had a role on 
the TV show “Law & Order,” 

who, because of his role in 
the show, was able to turn a 
garage into a guest house for 
his sick mother who was at 
the time away from him in 
Detroit. His mother was able 
to come and live in the guest 
home until she passed away. 

“And he said, ‘that’s why I 
love my job, and that’s my rea-
son why,’” Clark said. 

Clark then decided to 
move to Los Angeles in the 
middle of a strike and the 
2008 recession. He began to 
host an open mic night at a 
bar, where one night Stevie 
Wonder walked in and sang. 
After his appearance, more 
stars came to his open mic 
night, which opened up a 
path into the music industry 
for Clark. 

“I say it all the time, life is 
the road, but your passion is 
the compass,” Clark said. “You 
follow your compass, and it 
will lead you to your purpose.”

Soon after, Clark began to 
audition for the role of Mar-
vin Gaye in the musical “Mo-
town.” After a lengthy process 
where he was not given the 
role, and at first only given 
the role of a Temptation in 
the show, Clark eventual-
ly filled the role of  Marvin 
Gaye on Broadway. During 
the first week of rehearsal for 
the show, Clark received a call 
from his mom telling him that 
his cousin had walked out to 
his car and been caught in the 
middle of a fight, where he 
was killed in a crossfire. 

“I was devastated and bro-
ken, and then angry,” Clark 
said. “I didn’t understand how 
in the greatest country in the 
world, something like this 
could happen.”

He then described how a 
few days later a stage man-
ager came up to him and 
asked him about his cousin’s 
children, telling him to “start 
there,” when it came to having 
an influence and being able 
to make an impact through 
his acting and life in general. 
Clark then advised his au-
dience to start with making 
changes and working within 
their personal sphere of influ-
ence when it comes to finding 
passion and purpose. 

“If you want to bless those 

around you, sometimes 
changing the world might 
seem like it’s insurmountable,” 
Clark said. “But what about 
starting with your brother or 
sister?”

After performing in “Mo-
town,” Clark described his 
audition process for “Ham-
ilton” and how he was called 
in three separate times for the 
show, and thought that he did 
not need to be in it. He was 
then called in one more time, 
and was hesitant to return. 

Around this same time, 
Clark found out that his fa-
ther had been in rehabilita-
tion 22 times for his drug ad-
diction. He described how his 
father had wanted to change, 
and that eventually the people 
who worked at the rehab cen-
ter said that his father had a 
chemical imbalance that kept 
him addicted. After that the 
center was able to figure out 
how to fix his addiction, and 
his father got off of drugs. 

“And now my dad is one of 
my best friends,” Clark said. 
“And when I think about my 
dad and my mom, my mom is 
this angel, and my dad is this 
weird dragon. And if I’m hon-
est, they both taught me how 
to fly.”

According to Clark, he 
thought that if his father could 
go through drug rehab treat-
ment 22 times, Clark could 
return for one more audition 
in “Hamilton.” He was given 
the role of George Washing-
ton, and went on to become 
the longest running George 
Washington on Broadway. 

Clark ended his lecture 
by giving the audience three 
challenges for the next two 
weeks. The challenges were; 
to write down 5-10 things that 
they were grateful for every 
morning, to take back the re-
sponsibility of their own hap-
piness, and to be their own 
authentic self. 

Clark closed by singing a 
song from Hamilton, “History 
Has Its Eyes on You,” describ-
ing it as “a great moment” in 
Hamilton. 

“And that’s what I would 
leave you all with,” Clark said. 
“History has its eyes on you, 
so what is it going to see?”  

“So you have governors, lo-
cal authority figures — some 
of them might be priests, 
some of them might be teach-
ers, what have you — who 
orchestrated, and mobilized, 
and led, and inspired and in a 
sense licensed this genocide. 
… So what do you do? How 
do you deal with that?” 

At this point, authority 
figures in Rwanda began to 
think about Gacaca, a system 
that lightened prison sentenc-
es in exchange for telling the 
truth about a crime. The con-
cept originates from Rwan-
dan tradition, but no one 
had thought to implement it 
for offenses like murder, let 
alone genocide, according to 
Gourevitch. 

For about a decade, Gacaca 
trials took place in thousands 
of established courts across 
the country. Community 
members like Antwon were 
called to listen to killers paint 
vivid pictures of their loved-
ones murders, which were of-
ten carried out with clubs and 
machetes. 

“People talked about (Ga-
caca) as reconciliation, but 
actually once I had a conver-

sation with… the head of the 
Gacaca courts national sys-
tem,” Gourevitch said. “And 
when we were talking about it 
she said, ‘I mean, Gacaca, the 
idea is that should make … 
reconciliation a possibility.”

Yet in official rhetoric 
from Rwandan authorities, 
it appeared as though rec-
onciliation was occurring 
through Gacaca, rather than 
representing it as “a stepping 
stone toward reconciliation.” 
Gourevitch said he finds the 
latter to be much more cred-
ible. 

During his reporting, 
Gourevitch spoke with a 
number of government of-
ficials such as Paul Kagame, 
now president of Rwanda and 
former military leader in the 
late 20th century, survivors 
like Antwon and perpetrators 
of all levels. His visit to cam-
pus comes following a trip to 
Rwanda, headed by Associate 
Professor of Psychology Lydia 
Eckstein and Associate Pro-
fessor and Chair of Political 
Science Shanna Kirschner, 
this past winter break. 

“We are thrilled to have 
(Gourevitch) here tonight 

speaking about his distin-
guished career as an author 
and a journalist,” said Matt 
Bauer, ’20, as an introduc-
tion for Gourevitch before his 
Monday lecture. “Throughout 
much of the past 30 years, 
Gourevitch has explored the 
darkest facets of human be-
havior, delving into both why 
individuals commit atrocities 
and the political and eco-
nomic institutions that enable 
them to do so.”

The trip was a part of two 
semester-long courses — one 
of which is continuing this 
semester — in which students 
studied genocide and recon-
ciliation. As part of the cours-
es, students read Gourevitch’s 
1998 book.

Yet Allegheny students 
have delved further into 
the history of the Rwandan 
genocicde. On Feb. 7, stu-
dents who attended the trip 
to Rwanda held a town hall 
in Quigley Auditorium to 
discuss their takeaways from 
the trip. They had tour guides 
from Ageis Trust, an organi-
zation that works to prevent 
mass atrocities and crimes 
against humanity, and had the 

opportunity to visit the Kiga-
li Genocide Memorial in the 
country’s capital city. 

By 2010, the vast majority 
of Rwandans were under the 
age of 20, Gourevitch said 
during his lecture. One of the 

byproducts of the genocide is 
an accelerated generational 
shift — many of today’s Rwan-
dan citizens are too young to 
remember the genocide or 
even its aftermath. What re-
mains today is an incredibly 

complex situation that the 

country and its people, like 

Antwon, are forced to reckon 

with. 

ALANA SABOL/THE CAMPUS
Philip Gourevitch talks to students about his experience in Rwanda at 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 24, 2020, in Ford Memorial Chapel.
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McKnight, Walker visit general assembly, explain jobs

By ALANA SABOL
News Writer
sabola@allegheny.edu

Deputy Mayor of Meadville 
Larry McKnight and City 
Manager Andy Walker, ’00, 
spoke at the Allegheny Stu-
dent Government General 
Assembly on Tuesday, Feb. 25.

ASG welcomed the speak-
ers to Henderson Campus 
Center room 301/302 to dis-
cuss how Allegheny College 
can strengthen its relationship 
with the Meadville communi-
ty. 

The discussion began with 
Walker explaining his back-
ground and his experiences 
as city manager. He told at-
tendees that he became the 
downtown coordinator for 
Meadville immediately after 
graduating from Allegheny, 
and explained that he was 
exposed to this opportuni-
ty through the French Creek 
Project. 

After more than a year as 
the downtown coordinator, 
Walker became the executive 
director of Meadville’s Rede-
velopment Authority for ap-
proximately eight years. 

“I got to do some really 
cool projects in terms of eco-
nomic development and grant 

writing, so I really cut my 
teeth on that,” Walker said. 

Walker has now been the 
acting city manager since he 
was elected in July 2013.

Following Walker, McK-
night expanded on his back-
ground in Meadville, stating 
he was born and raised in the 
town and went to college lo-
cally at Edinboro University. 
He emphasized the special 
relationship that he observed 
between Meadville residents 
and the college when he was 
growing up. 

“Even when I was a young 
kid growing up (in Mead-
ville), we had Allegheny Col-
lege students that played a big 
part in helping (the Meadville 
community) become who we 
are,” McKnight said.

McKnight explained the 
difficulty of growing up 
during a time of civil un-
rest and discrimination, but 
mentioned that Allegheny 
students made him and other 
people of color feel welcome 
and included in the commu-
nity. 

“It was a very educational 
part of my life, with the help 
from Allegheny College stu-
dents that took the time to 
come down to our neighbor-

hood,” McKnight said. 
McKnight affirmed that 

the positive interactions with 
the college and its community 
were part of the reason he be-
came involved in city council 
and stayed in Meadville in the 
first place. 

“If you’re not part of the 
solution, you’re part of the 
problem, and I don’t want to 
be part of the problem,” McK-
night said. “I want to be a part 
of the solution. I want to help 
continue to see Meadville 
grow.” 

Following McKnight’s in-
troduction, Director of Com-
munity Relations Owen Ja-
cobsen, ’23, asked  McKnight 
and Walker if they could pro-
vide some strategies or ideas 
about how the college could 
promote this growing rela-
tionship in the future. 

Walker responded, stating 
that coordination in safety 
and security could be im-
proved, but that overall the 
college administration has 
good communication about 
programs and grants with the 
city officials. 

“There is that level (of 
communication) happening 
from a city perspective from 
city management to college 
administration,” Walker said. 

He also expressed his ex-
citement about President Hil-
ary Link’s eagerness to create 
strong ties between Meadville 
and Allegheny. 

“I get the sense that Pres-
ident Link is really going to 
(promote college involvement 
and leadership),” Walker said. 
“We’re having lots of good 
conversations, she’s asking 
great questions, there’s fund-
ing opportunities at work and 

I’m excited about that mo-
mentum.” 

Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion Taylor Marzou-
ca, ’20, asked McKnight and 
Walker how students can fos-
ter better interactions with 
long-term Meadville resi-
dents. 

Walker responded that the 
best way to combat tension 
and create better interactions 
is to talk to others and form 
relationships. 

“You have to intention-
ally meet (people) and get 
involved somehow,” Walker 
said. “There has to be inten-
tional efforts to know each 
other.” 

He expanded on this point, 
explaining that he often tells 
his staff that in order to dis-
cuss difficult topics with Al-
legheny administration, there 
has to be a level of trust. 

“That (trust) needs to 
trickle down all the way to a 
student level,” Walker said. 

President of Class of 2021 
Emma Zurowski asked Walk-
er and McKnight to elaborate 
on what went well during the 
2019 City Council election, 
and how students can repeat 
the pros in future elections to 
continue to support the com-
munity.

McKnight said that partic-
ipation and expressing ideas 
were some of the most im-
portant factors.

“I don’t care whether it’s 
here in Meadville or wherev-
er you end up, get involved 
and make your voices heard,” 
McKnight said. “The one 
thing that really upsets me 
is when someone says that 
(their) vote doesn’t count. It 
does.”

Following McKnight and 
Walker’s discussion, ASG 
moved to cabinet reports. 

Director of Communica-
tion and Press David Roach, 
’21, began his report by an-
nouncing that a “How to: 
Budget” video will be filmed 
on Feb. 26, to better explain 
how finances and budget 
hearings work. He also an-
nounced that ASG will be 
taking yearbook pictures in 
two weeks.

Following Roach, Marzou-
ca reported that the diversity 
lounge is being discussed, 
and she plans to hold an open 
meeting to CLC members to 
discuss ideas about the space 
moving forward.  

“The purpose of that is to 
make sure that any decision 
made about the space is not 
coming from me,” Marzouca 
said. “We’re all going to work 
together to see what students 
actually want.”

Director of Sustainability 
and Environmental Affairs 
Cat Lord, ’20, announced in 
her report that there was dis-
cussion about how to improve 
the Green Box initiative and 
make it more popular, but 
that overall the program is 
struggling. 

“A lot of students and em-
ployees are keeping a lot of 
extra coins or green boxes 
instead of just having one and 
cycling through,” Lord said. 
“They’re having to restock ev-
erything and it’s costing a lot 
of money, so try to encourage 
people to have just one box 
and one coin.”

Lord said that, unfortu-
nately, if the program contin-
ues to be more expensive, it 
may have to stop all together. 

After a few more cabinet 
reports, ASG transitioned 
into class reports. Most of 
the class reports consisted of 
developments of already ex-
isting projects. The Class of 
2023 said that they are creat-
ing  promotional material for 
the First-Year formal, and The 
Class of 2022 announced they 
are in contact with the admin-
istration about potential par-
ticipation with the upcoming 
Chalk Walk with Class of 
2021. 

President Jason Ferran-
te, ’20, began his report by 
announcing that the Major 
Events Committee will soon 
be planning Springfest. He 
also reported that the gener-
al assembly meeting may be 
moved to 6:30 or 6:45 p.m on 
Tuesday, March 3, to better 
coincide with the ASG Presi-
dential Debate. 

The meeting adjourned at 
7:50 p.m. 

SMITH from page 1

“Everyone (at AWP) comes together 
for three days of bad behavior and liter-
ary mayhem,” Bakken told the audience 
before the reading began. “They had a 
dance party at AWP, and you typically 
don’t go to the dance party, but for some 
reason this year we did. … We wore ‘Cat-
in-the-Hat’ hats on the dance floor so the 
earliest memory I have of (Smith) is him 
dancing in a ‘Cat-in-the-Hat’ hat.”

Bakken kicked off the event with his 
and Smith’s history, sparking laughter 
among the audience. 

Sarah Halprin, ’21,  came to the podi-
um to commence the reading with a brief 
overview and synopsis of “Black Hole 
Factory,” with insights into Smith’s use of 
poetic forms and rhythmic composition 
and their effects on the tone of the overall 
piece. 

“Smith’s poems seem to emerge from 
the things we all think about in the mid-
dle of the night,” Halprin said. “Tackling 
the inexplicable in this world and be-

yond, Smith writes about hoping for con-
tinuum tears (black holes) in the infinite 
but also creates them with his poetry.”

Smith thanked Halprin for her intro-
duction before jumping into his book 
chronologically with the first poem, “A 
Show of Hands,” followed by his other 
earliest work “Tyrannosaurus Sex.” An 
accomplished orator, Smith interspersed 
his readings with anecdotal stories about 
the origins of his poems, and how they 
developed over the course of their com-
position. 

“I read this news article about snowy 
owls setting up nests along flight paths 
at LaGuardia Airport,” Smith said. “And 
instead of, you know, moving the nests 
or taking care of the birds they were 
like ‘why don’t we just shoot them?’ So I 
wrote this poem.” 

The poem in question was “Of a 
Feather,” the source of the previously 
mentioned snowy owls.

As thanks for Allegheny’s hospitali-
ty, Smith also read a smaller selection of 
his poems destined for his future book 
“Cashtown”. The future book has no cur-
rent time-frame for it’s publication, but 
based on the technical skill of its poems 
it reads as a worthy successor to “Black 
Hole Factory”.

Feb. 23, 2020
Criminal Mischief

Baldwin Hall

Feb. 23, 2020
Burglary/Criminal Mischief

Baldwin Hall

Feb. 24, 2020
Criminal Mischief/Act 64
Schultz Hall

Feb. 24, 2020
Harassment/Bias Incident
606 N. Main St.

CORRECTIONS

In the Feb. 21, 2020, issue of The Campus, in the article “ASG discusses commence-
ment ceremony, upcoming elections,” it was stated that the primary elections for 
ASG President and Vice President began on Thursday, Feb. 27. The elections began 
Tuesday, Feb. 25.

It was a very educational part of my life, with 
the help from Allegheny College students 
that took the time to come down to our 
neighborhood.” 

—LARRY MCKNIGHT 
Deputy Mayor of Meadville

ASG discusses green box system, diversity lounge, upcoming events

Tackling the inexplicable in 
this world and beyond, Smith 
writes about hoping for 
continuum tears (black holes) 
in the infinite but also creates 
them with his poetry.” 

—SARAH HALPRIN
Class of 2021 
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‘Sonic the Hedgehog’ a success after Sonic redesigned

By BRIAN KLINE
Contributing Writer
klineb@allegheny.edu

The Oscar-winning movie “Para-
site,” by filmmaker Bong Joon-Ho 
is well worth its raving reviews and 
remains, in my mind, a phenomenal 
movie. Its subject matter cuts right 
to the heart of the economic class 
division in South Korea, in a way 
that appeals universally to income 
disparity worldwide.

I honestly feel bad for those who 
are wealthy and affluent. And, I feel 
only pity for the rich and famous. Be-
cause you lose something when you 
reach your dreams and live on top of 
the mountain of your achievement; 
this separates a person from what it 
is like to actually live. Failure gains a 
new connotation when it is no lon-
ger synonymous with homelessness 
or poverty, as wealth becomes a safe-
ty net to correct mistakes.

Not to say that money is a bad 
thing — far from it. Money is neces-
sary for exactly this reason, beyond 
meeting our basic needs money 
frees us to live fuller lives, pursuing 
individual interests. But money has a 
price to itself as well, in that extreme 
realm of the celebrity where privi-
lege is lost for privacy.

In our reality, there are things a 
celebrity will never have. The chance 
to walk down the street, go to the 
store. Ride a bike, even be in a pub-
lic place. Funny, that our most pub-
lic figures can’t use public spaces. If 
they did, they’d be mobbed by fans 
for pictures or autographs. The phe-
nomenon is like a reply to the old re-
tort, “This is why we can’t have nice 
things.” That when a thing becomes 
available to everyone is precisely 
when someone will come along to 
break it. Hence, we break the people 
we follow.

So a celebrity will never have that 
love of a stranger meeting a stranger 
and talking of something inconse-
quential. The weather, an object of 
curiosity in the surrounding, only 
that it be something besides them-
selves. Having a world not interested 
in them, because once fame digs its 
fangs in, there is no going back be-
yond losing exactly what it has bit-
ten.

And so celebrities will continue 
to pay more and more to give them-
selves the security that they lost in 
their anonymity. Ironic, that the 
more influential a person becomes 
the more they have to spend to put 
a facade over the fact. Money, what 
comes with fame and success, be-
comes a necessary commodity to 
maintain a barrier between the ce-

lebrity and the pedestrian. Similarly, 

an economic line is drawn when this 

occurs, one that distinguishes the 

wealthy individual from the lower 

class. Hence, a type of elitism is born.

As part of this elitism, the ul-

tra-rich are no longer able to inter-

act with others in a peer-to-peer 

environment. A celebrity loses that 

similar connection that can come 

from people with a similar history or 

background. As Chung-sook says in 

“Parasite”: “Rich people are naive, no 

resentments. No creases on them. It 

all gets ironed out. 

Money is an iron.” With the in-
creasing gap between the rich and 
poor in South Korea and other na-
tions abroad, the wealthy class dis-
connects from its poverty-stricken, 
lower-class neighbors.

With wealth you don’t need to be 
nice — you can be a pretentious and 
arrogant and people will still love 
you for your money. And yet for the 
wealthy people who are nice, I can 
only think of the freedom that mon-
ey gave them to be that way. A “plan 
B,” where if they were faced with 
tragedy they could still grin and bear 
it for remaining financially unaffect-
ed by the loss.

Nobody plans for complications 
or stumbling blocks, and yet they 
happen. Misfortune can happen at 
any time — storms, earthquakes or 
floods. In natural disasters alone, 
without a financial safety net, the 
lives of the people affected by these 
events are devastated. Imagine: a 
man has a heart attack at the wheel 
of a car and smashes into an oncom-
ing car. If you’re the oncoming car, 
how can you plan for that event? 
You can’t, and so the only argument 
that holds sway is to say that noth-
ing matters. In the words of the im-
poverished father in “Parasite,” Ki-
taek, “With no plan, nothing can go 
wrong. And if something spins out 
of control, it doesn’t matter.”

At this point, the film industry 
as a whole leaves me feeling jaded. 
Between the viewers who become 
obsessed with artists and their work, 
and the wealthy class of individuals 
that cannot blend into that viewer-
ship for their cult-like following, it 
paints a crass picture of the econom-
ic disparity on both ends.

Simultaneously, Allegheny Col-
lege sponsored a concert featuring 
Bryce Vine for its student popula-
tion this month, to rousing student 
applause and widespread communi-
ty approval. In our upper-class cli-
mate, it’s seen as money well spent.

‘Parasite’: insightful critique of wealth, celebrity privacy

Many movies are based on pre-es-
tablished characters or events, but 
after Marvel took control of the 
hearts and minds of film consumers, 
other large companies who probably 
shouldn’t be making movies about 
their characters wanted a piece of 
the pie. Sega was one of them, bring-
ing its beloved character Sonic to the 
silver screen.

Almost a year ago, the blue 
hedgehog found himself in a bitter 
controversy. With the release of the 
first trailer for the then-upcoming 
“Sonic the Hedgehog,” fans were tak-
en aback. The spikey mammal was 
found to be a little more than unset-
tling in his computer-generated re-
imagining, the main complaints be-
ing that his body was too humanoid 
and, of course, he had human teeth.

As the outrage continued to snow-
ball with no response from produc-
ing studio Paramount Pictures, fans 
began taking it upon themselves to 
redesign Sonic to fit the appearance 
that they had pictured for decades. 
Paramount eventually responded by 
releasing the same trailer as before 
with one key difference, a complete-
ly redesigned Sonic much more akin 
to that of his classic design. After 
months of uproar, Sonic fanatics fi-

nally relaxed.
The point of this background was 

solely to provide context as to why 
the release of this film was so im-
portant, and the controversy seemed 
to only boost its ticket sales, as the 
film grossed $113 million in its first 
week. Even so, I wasn’t expecting 
much going into it, as most modern 
movies based on popular intellectual 
properties tend to be extremely sub-
par nowadays.

Being completely honest, I 
thought the movie was bad —  it was 
so bad that I absolutely loved it.

The plot was nothing significant 
for a children’s movie. Sonic was 
forced to leave his home planet and, 
of course, ended up on Earth where 
he was discovered by the govern-
ment due to his destruction of a little 
league field. He then seeks the help 
of a couple he had been watching 
over the past few years to escape the 
clutches of the evil Dr. Ivo Robotnik, 
played by Jim Carrey.

Besides Sonic, the other major 
selling point of the film was the an-
tagonist, played by Carrey.  I say that 
because I truly believe the directors 
just told Carrey to act like himself 
and play with drones for the dura-
tion of the film. Upon voicing this 
to my friends, one chimed in with, 
“Yeah, you’re right, but at the same 

time (Carrey) just is (Robotnik).” 
This is a sentiment I can’t argue with. 
His sporadic movements and de-
meaning attitude exuded everything 
about the Sega villain while still be-
ing the all-around unique person 
who is Carrey.

Carrey, hands down, made the 
strongest contribution to the movie, 
as his character had very clear inten-
tions and his evil demeanor brought 
a dark sense of humor that probably 
made the film much more enjoyable 
for the parents forced to view it, 
much like it did for me.

The strange interactions that 
characters had with each other 
made me love the movie. I felt as if 
every scene had a “What the hell?” 
moment that kept me engaged the 
whole time, whether it was Sonic 
stalking everyone in Green Hills, 
Montana, or the point where the in-
ternet meme known as “Sanic” — a 
cringey hand-drawn portrayal of 
Sonic that circulated through the 
real-world internet years ago — ap-
peared on-screen or when Robotnik 
referred to the main character’s fian-
ce as “collateral damage.”

Every once in a while, a joke 
clearly written for children would 
find its way on screen, but I chose 
not to get too upset by it, as I am 
an adult watching a movie meant 
for children. That said, I did visibly 
cringe and recoil when Sonic start-
ed flossing after a near-death expe-
rience.

The thing that made me laugh 
the most throughout the entire mov-
ie, though, was the blatant product 
placement. For example, as soon 
as the main character talked about 
moving, his fiance pulled out her lap-

top and said something to the effect 
of,“I’ve been looking at apartments 
on Zillow,” as the Zillow homepage 
filled the entire movie screen. Sim-
ilar moments happened when com-
panies like Ford and even Olive Gar-
den were brought up. It was always 
so direct and seemed so self-aware 
that I couldn’t help but stifle laughter 
each time.

In general, Sonic the Hedgehog 
was a movie well worth the time and 
money. The visuals of the movie were 
amazing, which is usually the main 
aspect film producers have trouble 
with. If you’re already interested in 
any Sonic lore, even if it’s just from 

playing the games as a kid, there are 
a lot of noticeable things that you’ll 
appreciate, specifically some of the 
things Sonic keeps in his den, as well 
as how his character gradually gains 
items like his signature shoes to alter 
his appearance. If you have no idea 
who Sonic is, still give it a shot, as it 
was just an overall goofy, self-aware 
film that brought a lot to the table.

Although it has yet to be an-
nounced, the ending of the movie 
and the post-credits scene heavily 
implied that there will be a sequel on 
the way and frankly, I can’t wait to 
see where this franchise goes.

Photo courtesy of wikimedia.org

By ROMAN HLADIO
Contributing Writer
hladior@allegheny.edu

If you’re already interested in any Sonic lore, even if it’s 
just from playing the games as a kid, there are a lot of 
noticeable things that you’ll appreciate.” 

—ROMAN HLADIO
Class of 2023

As Chung-sook says in 
“Parasite”: “Rich people are 
naive, no resentments. No 
creases on them. It all gets 
ironed out. Money is an 
iron.” 

—BRIAN KLINE 
Class of 2021

Photo courtesy of flickr.com

Joon-Ho’s masterpiece makes history, first foreign film to win Best Picture
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Spanish House students share thoughts, highlights of experience

Evening at the movies, trip around the world

Nestled at the top of the hill of Al-

legheny College lies North Village 

I building C, which holds the Max 

Kade International Wing. This 

building is home to six apartments, 

with each being home to its own en-

riching culture.

The building complex contains 

two Spanish-speaking apartments, 

which make up the Spanish House. 

The 10 students who live in the 

house are a combination of Spanish 

majors or minors, native Spanish 

speakers or those who came from 

Spanish-speaking countries.

The Max Kade Spanish House 

sets out three main targets for stu-

dents living there to learn, one of 

them being to immerse themselves 

in the language. What this means is 

that students will increase their abil-

ity to speak the language from just 

being in the house and speaking to 

their housemates.

Bryan Quiroz, ’21, described his 

experience of living in the Max Kade 

Spanish house.

“Living in the Spanish house gives 

students an opportunity to learn the 

language and really improve their 

grasp of it, being in that type of envi-

ronment every day,” Quiroz said.

He also emphasized the impor-

tance of culture and how living in 

the  house will improve not only a 

student’s Spanish speaking abilities, 

but their understanding and experi-

ence with culture as well.

“I think that the biggest thing 

about living at the Spanish house is 

that although it will inevitably im-

prove students grasp of the language, 

it also gives students an experience 

with culture, and really under-

standing and living in that culture,” 

Quiroz said.

Another goal of the Max Kade 

Spanish House is for students to 

grow in the language throughout 

their daily routines.. Students work 

to get better each day through ex-

perience and practice with the lan-

guage.

The idea of the Max Kade Inter-

national house, according to Noah 

Alex Spiro, ’20, is to provide a space 

for cultural learning as well as one 

that fosters development in foreign 

language learning.

“The most beneficial part of living 

in Max Kade is the ability to meet the 

(teaching assistants) who come from 

all over the world to teach their na-

tive language to Allegheny students,” 

Spiro said. “Having people to live 

with and talk to with varying world 

views who can share their culture is 

eye-opening culturally and enrich-

ing.”

Spiro recommends the Max Kade 

housing to new students and stu-

dents already on campus, and em-

phasizes the benefits he has already 

received from the experience.

“I chose this housing because I 

love Hispanic culture, and because 

I’m a Spanish major,” Spiro said. “By 

living in the Spanish house, I am 

able to culturally enrich myself fur-

ther, and learn Spanish at a high lev-

el through conversation and cultural 

events that we host.”

Benjamin Fisler, ’22, talked about 

the experience and the environment 

he experienced last year while living 

in the Spanish house. 

“The Max Kade Spanish House 

was a quiet place to live,” Fisler said. 

“Not a lot happened most of the 

time, but it was a nice quiet place, 

and having a full kitchen, a TV to 

watch movies with friends and air 

conditioning were all nice luxuries I 

cannot take for granted.”

Spiro noted that he was able to 

practice his Spanish speaking abil-

ities by engaging with the Spanish 

TA. But on a separate note, he wished 

him and his housemates spoke more 

Spanish together.

“Unfortunately, I do not feel that 

it was necessarily beneficial to my 

Spanish speaking abilities because 

my housemates and I never really 

spoke Spanish to each other, but I 

can definitely see that in some cas-

es it does, which can be beneficial,” 

Spiro said. “However, we did speak 

in Spanish to the Spanish TA at 

times.”

The Max Kade Spanish House is 

also known to hold events and activ-

ities that will get students involved 

on campus.

“There were definitely a few in-

teresting events at the Spanish house 

like designing decorations for Dia de 

los Muertos and then seeing them at 

the celebration,” Spiro said.

The third goal of the Max Kade 

Spanish house is to show students 

responsibility and how to take own-

ership of their efforts and abilities. 

International housing encourages 

students to continue to learn and 

never be satisfied with not only 

speaking the language, but also ex-

periencing and understanding the 

culture.

Every winter, the Movies at Mead-

ville becomes a gateway to cultures 

from all over the world, thanks to the 

International Film Festival, which 

showcases foreign films within 10 

miles of Allegheny College.

The event is sponsored by the 

Department of Modern Classical 

Languages and screens films that 

rank among the best in their coun-

try. The festival spanned five weeks, 

featuring a new film from a different 

country every Monday from Jan. 27 

to Feb. 24.

According to Wilfredo Hernan-

dez, associate professor of Spanish 

and the organizer of the festival, the 

event this year is more exciting than 

ever before, with a series of great 

films that are more than worth the 

while to see.

“The faculty of the department 

select a movie for every language 

that we teach in the department,” 

Hernandez said. “Chinese, Arabic, 

German, French and Spanish mov-

ies are the films we choose from, five 

movies are selected, and one movie 

is shown every week.”

Hernandez emphasized the im-

portance of these films and how it 

is beneficial for students to take a 

break out of their busy day to experi-

ence and learn from them.

“The festival shows movies that 

are very relevant and important in 

the sense that these movies were 

selected among the best in their 

country,” Hernandez said. “We want 

students to learn and be enlightened 

from watching these films, so quality 

is very important and that is how we 

base our movie choice.”

The idea of the film festival is to 

allow students the opportunity to 

experience foreign films in theatres 

which may not be featured as often 

as films made in the United States. 

“You don’t see as many foreign 

films in the United States showing 

in theatres, other than big theatres 

downtown, so we wanted to give 

people in Meadville an opportunity 

to have this special experience,” Her-

nandez said. “Commercial success is 

not our main priority, but rather our 

goal is to share what is relevant, cul-

turally speaking.”

Shannan Mattiace, professor of 

political science and internation-

al studies, said she loves to attend 

the festival. She believes that it not 

only presents a way for students to 

unwind and relax, but is also bene-

ficial for anyone who is interested in 

learning languages.

“The International Film Festival 

is beneficial for language learners, 

who get the opportunity to prac-

tice their language comprehension,” 

Mattiace said. “It is beneficial for all 

residents of planet Earth because we 

get to learn about each others’ cus-

toms, behaviors, ideas and cultures.”

Much like Hernandez, Mattiace 

believes that it is difficult to find 

a way to see international films in 

Meadville, so the opportunity to do 

so here is important to her.

“My favorite part of the film fes-

tival is the films, of course,” Mattiace 

said. “We get to see very few interna-

tional films at the Movies at Mead-

ville, and for one month in the mid-

dle of winter we are treated to five.”

Along with the experience of see-

ing international films, Mattiace also 

values the aspects of community that 

the film festival brings about.

“This is truly an incredible treat, 

and it is also neat to attend a film 

showing in Meadville with many 

other people in our college and town 

community,” Mattiace said. “Usually 

when I go to the movies there are be-

tween zero to 10 people watching the 

film with me.”

Mary Wagner, emeritus professor 

of French, is also passionate about 

the festival and believes that the 

whole town of Meadville, not just 

the Allegheny community, will be 

given the opportunity to see these 

films and learn from them.

“The International Film Festival 

benefits not only Allegheny, but the 

rest of Meadville, as well,” Wagner 

said. “The films that are chosen for 

screening are shown at (the Movies 

at Meadville) free of charge, so it is 

a fantastic opportunity for people to 

enjoy their night and learn the lan-

guage.”

Hernandez believes that interest 

in the International Film Festival is 

slowly but surely growing, which can 

only bode well for the future of the 

event.

“Usually we show the movies 

on a Wednesday, but this year we 

switched the showing dates to Mon-

day due to Wednesday often being 

a busier time of week,” Hernandez 

said. “So far this year our attendance 

has gone up for the event, so I do not 

know all the factors that go into this 

spike in attendance, but I do know 

that the timing is definitely import-

ant in interesting people enough to 

come out and see these films.”

The International Film Festival is 

described as a fantastic way to learn 

and experience different cultures. As 

the festival comes to an end, those 

involved in organizing the festival 

hope that people who attend can 

look back on the event as a positive 

and fulfilling experience.

By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Contributing Writer
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

International film festival features popular movies from different cultures

By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Contributing Writer
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

Photo contributed by REESE CAMPBELL

We want students to learn and be enlightened from 
watching these films, so quality is very important and 
that is how we base our movie choice.” 

—WILFREDO HERNANDEZ 
Associate Professor of Spanish

Having people to live with and talk to with varying 
world views who can share their culture is eye-opening 
culturally and enriching.” 

—NOAH ALEX SPIRO
Class of 2020 
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By BREE GRAY
Contributing Writer
grayb@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College’s Men’s Basketball 
team defeated Kenyon College 100-
77 on Saturday, Feb. 22, in Gambier, 
Ohio. This victory, along with an 
86-82 win against Hiram College at 
the David V. Wise Center, pushed 
the Gators’ record to 14-11 and 
qualified them for the North Coast 
Athletic Conference Tournament.

In their second NCAC tourna-
ment since the 2014-15 season, the 
Gators fell to Wooster College 66-
92 on Tuesday, Feb. 25, in Wooster, 
Ohio. Leading up to the game, the 
team was optimistic that they could 
overcome the Fighting Scots.

“It is always a new level of compe-
tition when you reach the playoffs,” 
said Jordan Rawls, ’20. “We lost last 
year to Wooster, so this game means 
a lot to us going back to play the 
same team again. It is our second 
chance to go at them and hopefully, 
advance further in the playoffs than 
we did last year.”

Rawls is a forward who has been 
on the team for the last four years. 
During the game against Denison 
University on Feb. 19, Rawls broke 
the Allegheny record for cumulative 
points scored in men’s basketball. He 
entered the game needing 11 points 
to reach the previous record of 1,694 
and finished with 7 more points, 
which set the new record to 1,701. 
Public announcer David Kennedy 
announced the new record, and the 

team called a timeout to allow Rawls 
to receive a standing ovation for his 
accomplishment.

“I broke the record, and it meant 
a lot to me,” Rawls said. “I was real-
ly happy that I was able to do it, and 
I could not have broken the record 
without my teammates.” 

Rawls is the 16th player in NCAA 
Division III history to score over 
1,700 points, and he is second on the 
Allegheny College Career List for re-
bounds (748).

With a 14-11 record, the team 
improved upon last season’s 10-15 
mark. Morale was high among the 
team ahead of the tournament with 
hopes of securing a championship to 
couple their winning season. 

“Our hope is to win this tourna-
ment this year,” said Brian Roberts 
Jr., ’22. “We had high hopes of get-

ting (to the NCAC tournament) last 
year, which we did, but we lost to 
Wooster. Despite this, I feel like we 
can win this year.” 

Roberts Jr. is a point guard for the 
team, and has been playing for the 
last two years. This was his second 
time playing in the NCAC tourna-
ment against Wooster — he had a 
desire to make a comeback from last 
year’s loss. 

Roberts Jr. is well-known on the 
courts, scoring 19 points against 
Denison and 21 against Hiram. 
He and Rawls have led the team in 
points for a majority of games this 
season. The duo have been a con-
sistent presence on the leaderboard, 
both with career points reaching the 
upper twenties. 

The team ended the regular col-
legiate season with a three-game 

winning streak. On Feb. 15, Allegh-
eny defeated Denison 90-63. They 
followed this win with another on 
Feb. 19 against Hiram, 86-82. To end 
the regular season, the team contin-
ued the winning streak on Feb. 22 
against Kenyon, 100-77. 

“A high point this season, so far, 
would be ending on a three-game 
winning streak,” said Keeno Holmes, 
’23. “I think it was good for every-
one’s morale, and it brought every-
one up going into the tournament. 
For the team as a whole, we are a 
great group of guys. It has been 
smooth sailing for the most part. 
As for the NCAC tournament, stay 
tuned because we are going to make 
some waves.” 

Holmes is a shooting guard for 
the team, and this was his first time 
competing in an NCAC tournament. 

Even as a first-year student, Holmes 
has gained a reputation on the courts. 
In the Denison game, the newcomer 
contributed 11 points. He continued 
his double-digit scoring into the last 
game of the season against Kenyon, 
where he scored 13 points and made 
three of his five three-point attempts. 
He has emerged on the scoring lead-
erboard for the team multiple times 
this season and finished the season 
averaging 9.2 points per game. 

The team secured a winning sea-
son as well as established a sense 
of team bonding and spirit. Many 
members of the team have a desire 
to improve themselves for the sake 
of the team. 

“Everyone gets along with each 
other,” Roberts Jr said. “I feel that 
this is a special group because we 
all play for each other, and no one 
wants to let the other person down.”

Despite the loss to Wooster, the 
team remains optimistic for the fu-
ture and asked the Allegheny com-
munity for support in the future as 
well as in their NCAC tournament 
game. Roberts Jr credited the team’s 
successful season to the backing the 
team received from the Allegheny 
community.

“If there is anyway that anyone 
could come support (us during the 
tournament), please come support 
us,” Roberts Jr said. “Our energy 
comes from the Allegheny College 
campus and the supporters we have 
here. We could not have done this 
without you all.”

Men’s Lacrosse opens inaugural season with 7-9 loss
Gator captains confident in new Division III team despite inexperience
By ADAM COHEN
Contributing Writer
cohena@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Men’s Lacrosse team 
opened their inaugural season with 
a 7-9 loss against Baldwin Wallace 
College in Berea, Ohio, on Wednes-
day, Feb. 26. While other existing 
athletic teams on campus have 
longer, more detailed histories, the 
men’s lacrosse team is attempting to 
build a continuous foundation with-
in Division III collegiate sports. 

As the men’s lacrosse team gets their 
feet wet in their inaugural season, the 
Gators will look to be competitive with-
in the North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence. Head Coach Thomas Pearce and 
team captians David Kraus, ’23, and 
Dillon D’Amato, ’23, said that they are 
committed to helping the team succeed 
in its first season.

Pearce has a decorated history as 
both a lacrosse player and coach — as 
an undergraduate at Gettysburg Col-
lege, Pearce was a three-time All-Cen-
tennial Conference pick and two-time 
All-American from 1998-2001. Al-
though the Gettysburg College Bullets 
lost the Championship game in Pearce’s 
final season as a player, he worked at 
Gettysburg as an assistant coach from 
2006-2009 and helped the Bullets win 
four straight Centennial Conference 
titles. 

After his coaching stint at Gettys-
burg, Pearce joined Frostburg State 
University and served as the head 
coach from 2009-2018. He helped to 
reestablish the men’s lacrosse team after 
a 30-year hiatus as a club team. After 
three years back in the conference, Fr	
ostburg State earned a spot in the Capi-
tal Athletic Conference postseason, and 
the following year made it to the East-
ern College Athletic Conference cham-
pionship.

Pearce came to Allegheny as head 
coach of the men’s lacrosse team with 
these many accolades under his belt. 
The coach could not believe his good 
fortune when he saw that Allegheny 
did not have a lacrosse team, and re-
marked that another chance to start a 
new program was too good of an op-
portunity to pass up. 

“(Allegheny) seemed like the type 
of place that should have a strong men’s 
lacrosse program, so when they decided 
to move forward, it was a pretty attractive 
opportunity for me,” Pearce said.

When Pearce accepted the position 
as the head coach at Allegheny College 
in June of 2018, he knew that he had to 
focus on the recruiting process. 	

According to Pearce, he is already 
reaching out to recruits for next season 
and currently has a list of potential play-
er’s names on the whiteboard in his office. 

When talking about what he looks for 
during the recruiting period, Pearce said 
he scouts “(players) that are open-mind-
ed to starting a lacrosse program.” Kraus 
and D’Amato were brought on as the first 
captains of the Allegheny Men’s Lacrosse 
team because of their desire to unite the 
team, according to Pearce. 

Kraus is from Sewickley, and graduat-
ed from Quaker Valley High School. He 
plays attack and midfield for the men’s 
lacrosse team. Lacrosse runs in Kraus’s 
family, as his dad and three sisters are all 
lacrosse players. He brings years of ex-
perience to the team and has played la-
crosse since the second grade. 

Similar to Pearce, Kraus wanted 
to be a part of a new college lacrosse 
team and is ready for the challenge 
that the inaugural season presents. 

“We have a lot of potential,” Kraus 
said. “People know how Allegheny 
can be a really good sports team in 
lacrosse, and I think people will see 

that we are going to rise up to the 
occasion once we play some really 
good teams.”

D’Amato also played lacrosse 
from a young age, and currently 
plays defense for the Gators. D’Am-
ato, a resident of Tolland, Connecti-
cut, and a graduate of Tolland High 

School, said that he really wanted to 
go to a liberal arts school. 

Pearce was influential in D’Ama-
to’s decision to attend Allegheny. He 
said Pearce gave him a tour of the 
school and took him to Brooks Din-
ing Hall to get to know him better. 
D’Amato said he was sold by Pearce’s 
gesture, and is honored that Pearce 
as well as his fellow teammates chose 
him as captain. 

“(Kraus and I) stepped up as lead-
ers of the group,” D’Amato said. “We 
would lead the stretches and every-
one would ask us questions. My skill 
as a lacrosse player helped in making 
that decision too.” 

Although the majority of the 
team are first-years, D’Amato and 
Kraus said that they are both con-
fident in their abilities as captains. 
They both have immense talent 
on the field, led the players during 
practices and made sure everyone is 
keeping up with their schoolwork. 
As a result, Coach Pearce’s recruiting 
process has already paid dividends 
before the season even began. 

In the opening loss to Baldwin 
Wallace, Patrick Hogan, ’23, led the 
team with a hat trick on seven shots, 
and Kraus tallied two goals and an 
assist for the Gators. 

Allegheny Men’s Lacrosse will 
face off against Heidelberg Universi-
ty in Tiffin, Ohio, on Saturday, Feb. 
29. The team will play its first home 
game against Hilbert College at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, at 
Frank B. Fuhrer Field.

SARAH STEGER/THE CAMPUS
Above: The Allegheny Men’s Lacrosse Team fell 7-9 to Baldwin Wallace in their season opener on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26. Pictured is defenseman Tim Wallis, ‘23, and a member of the Yellow Jackets.
Below: Midfielder Paul Curbello, ‘23, takes a face off against a Baldwin Wallace player.

Gators finish season 14-12 after NCAC Tournament exit

Rawls breaks Allegheny College career points record in final games of  season

RAWLS ROBERTS HOLMES

We have a lot of potential. 
... I think people will see 
that we are going to rise 
up to the occasion once 
we play some really good 
teams.”

—DAVID KRAUS
Class of 2023
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