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This work would aim to show the political philoscphy _whuh
s motivated President Lincoln, and demonstrate the technique whioh he
 employed in attempting to add the 13th amendment to the Federal
= Constitution. This smendment, abolishing slavery in the United

(2 States, was, as a oconstitutional authority has ssid, "the firl%

= o@le of the use of the &mending process to accomplish a specifio

o reform on & nation-wide soale, outside what may be ouliod. in a
lcE narrow sense, the striotly constitutional function.® It wu,

) moreover, designed to eliminate the bone of contention }ron tho

b body politic which had threatened to rend the national fabrio.

i Iinooln's political prowess was never better exemplified

v 'that in this fight to amend the constitution, His tt.r--ightomﬁ
e and imperious will - rarely imposed save in extreme instances - are -
L here clegrly shown, After deciding that his own xj’f‘ot—orm pﬁuci of
=~ oompensated emancipation was impracticable, and realizing that ‘the
e legality of his proclamation was questionable, he determised on a

(>  oonstitutional amendment, which, said he, would -nﬂiiﬁ%;m job, "

6 To this end he pressed on all fronts: in admitting new states on the

= : ' :
e grounds of "expedienoy" when the constitutionality of such admissions
(D s

b } was questioned; in reorganizing and recognizing the governments of
S .ovor;l of the Southern "reconstructed” states when the lca.dou et
5 nis own party were against him; in soouring a plank in the umm
Q@ (Republican) Netional platform in 1864 declaring for such an |
~  amendment; in dangling the bait of oonpenution before theu ot ‘thg
1. Southern rebellious states which should ratify the smendment;
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last but not least, in setting in motion the forces of p&tt’ °'f
Jobbery which compelled a House whose membership but nm
before had rejeoted ratification, now to provide tho mm
two-thirde ms jority. In doing thies he was not ccntont te wuit
another year for a new Congress, but insisted that thc lm
session fall :lnto line,

The projeot is origingl. It aime to mvelttpto t!
of Lincoln's genius hitherto undeservedly neglected. It woul&f
hard to find & better example of Lincoln's 'oaono-ic, »am
political philosophy, than is exhibited in his maa.u;u :
legislation., Such a study should be timely in view of our

thinking and the public interest displayed in our mim
u.nd. ways of handling them, |
The politiocal eide of Lincoln has not rcoo-imr‘
which it deserves. No other American has oxcoedﬁd‘h'il"iﬁ‘
soumen, yet this aspeot of the man hss been lu'gcly nw
the 3500 and more publiostions with Lincoln as the ce
but three volumes and several pamphlets deal oxolu!i'fblr
phase of the Lincoln theme; two of these volumes do r
amendment at a.ll. For pther references to the pol
Linooln, one must cover a wide range of cuttc:u.
nothing of a specific nature has thus far lppoqm
with Linooln'e logulution, save in his thm
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The groundwork of this projeet has been ladd and various
dsta assenbled. It would require spproxisately a year, devoted
ammux; £0 this projeet, te bring it to completion,

In sddition o work shioh ocould he done haymn&m
&n? the State Library at Farrisburg, muoh waxk research ameng
origingl sanusoripts 4n verious 1Abrariecs and collieotions would be
nooessary. Thia would include the Sisen Camerom, 8, P, Chase,
Andrew m Bdwin H. Stanton, Gideon Welles, James R, nooxm.u. ,
Oarl SShurs, Johm Sherman, Lyman Trusbull, snd B, B, Weshburne
pepers in the Libeary of Congrean; the Grealey and Colfax papers in
the Waw York Public TAbrary; the Chaas and Johneon papers in the
Penna. Histerioal Soedety, Philadelphia; the Hugh HeOulloch and
Lincoln papers in the Rinceln wational Life Poundstion, Port Wayne,
Ind.; the Lincoln papers and photost:ta in the Illinods Historiesld
Socdety; =nd the Rincoln library and papers of the late Dr. Barten
in the Umiversity of Chiocage. ot

It is my opindon that & volume of 300 pages would resalt,
#nd that the sanusoript could be pisosd with a reputsble publishing
Houas. '

Hy wltisste purpose a8 & Linceln scholar is first, to
provide u ronlistic evaluation of Lineeln in ralation §o the
problass of his time, and eecondly, to spply the insights thus
Mﬁ%aﬁ!m#t&cmﬂ. 5

~ There &8 much o indloate that iwerican problems are in some
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waya d!tnmt from the probloms of governmenta in general, and it
is my conviction that the study of eritical perieds in Ameriesn
histery may be expectad to 1lluninste contesporary problems better
than any other sort of historioal iavestigation,



