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Evansville, Indiana,
May 19, 1S87.

Mise Ida Tarbell,
New York, N. Y.

My dear Mies Tarbell,

Enclosed is a letter to Mr. Sandburg with copies

to which the letter refers, which apeak for themselves.

I doubt if he answers the letter, though I have a very -

fine letter from him, quite aprreciative of our work here..
I heard him lecture here in Evansville in February, spent
an hour and a half with him at lunch the day of the lecture.
Confidentially our Indiana committee was selected by the =
Governor, who followed political channels and men gnd
women of influence throughout the etate. The hiestorical
8ide of the committee is the weakest eide.

I should be glad to treat the terme of thie letter
a® to privacy and protection to Mr. Sandburg as applicable
also to ycu, and would take it a8 a favor if you care to
write me within a week any euggestions you have to make,
hcwever casual, as tc how this committee should spend any
porticn cf half a million to a million dollars which they
expect to collect.

If ycu ever think of our correspondence, you may
wonder why I have not yet anewered your letters of December
15th and December 30th last, relating to our historical
work and my relation to it. I only want to say now that
on account of what I regard the very great importance of
the subject, and cf your letters, I have been waiting an
opportunity to express to you my views on the subject, and
with an asBurance of my very deep appreciation of your .
letters and their value I will 8till reserve further tima
in which to write you on the subject, which I certainly
will do unlese® I eshould harpen to be in New York, and = =
it i®s quite probable that I may be there in June- Are you :
going away for the summer} If eoc, how eoon? :

e

JEI :MM Sinogrely yours,
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Evaneville, Indisns,
Msy 19, 1957.

G"t;t:“ ‘Omu
® © Eowe
Onn.:. Iilsapie. y

Hy dear Hr. Bandburg!

1 am writing fzos Haoodonia and sant & 1Attle help.
I have been for sose Shan ten youzs interested in
intensive study of historical literature centering
upon intereating phases of southwestesn Indiana 1ife and
have for sore Shan seven yeurs last past driven practical
work in an organizaticn of men shd women best fitted for
the work of writing and giving %o the soxld She piloneer
bassory of souShweatern sna, involving as 1 have
eanlled it the sdeping chapter in such history and se
& cozollazy, She missing ohspter in the life of Abpoham
Linceln, and as pow deweting ay time and strength some=
what h‘c in 1ife in giving gauuu fora %o ny work
aé & whole An whioh 1 hove already written and published
& considerable number of addiresess and yapere.

I bave in thie work emly scught the prominence which
the of shese eveuts hae foroed upen me, ARG o8 DOw
in & aiftuation shiok calle on me for sem
I an sble satiefaotory to myself to furnieh
short time given ne as & member of
of the Indiems lincoln Union,
mm.t the shole a%ate of Indiana in & monument

wide in 1%4 intended scope, the membere of a large
genoral conmittos se well e the offloers of whioch were
anncunged by the Govermor of Imdisna in o general proolsmas
tion of date Decesber B2, 1888,

The name of Joho Iglehart was on the general committee
vut the Covernvr'e letter of notice of appointeent wam
mailed %0 a relative, John L. !ilomt. who <eelined,
of which I had ne knowl st the Sime, but at a very
late mopent I woar notified uy fnyo: lettes from the
Governor with o sherd notioe of & weeting %0 be held 7
8% Linceln City, the firet genoral mesting of the Comuitter,
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l”x. Carl Samdburg,

Nay 10, 187,
whioh maay I ag muxnta‘luniom
with ¥r. dck Law © ted, she belore 1 bad any

offieial notice aentionsd had sritten & letter to Col.
Lisker, Direotex of Comsrerwation ¢f Indiama, oopy of which
sad glven so later, and the reoul$ of my talk with his

i sulliined in a letSer fyom hiem, date 118k ipet., evritten
g .:n train retwrning Enet from She meeting a% Lincoln

These facte are preliminary to the consideration of
» on

I have no hesitacey in nua:.zm. snd appreciate
fully the questions of propriety conrezvative caution
the mind of a san a8 you have has roached the publiie
in the mather of writing letSers snd being guoted
zmxmhn.u :‘:‘w&tla

.
effsred, with your somsant only of cource, cece that
you had credit. If you do not onre %o write, but sould
favor me with would oall on you aa

The senclosures roferred % are se follownd

1. List of nesee of officers of the Indiana
Lincoln Usion, nsmed by the Covermor of Imdiama.

. of latter of Marzeh 24, 1947, of ¥Mp. Frederiok
Law Oluw {ahief architeet, lsndses uunJ to Col.
Richard &u of Indiama.

3. of letter of Mr. Olasted $o John E. Iglehart,
date 11th Hay, 1487. " e
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¥ay 10, 1937.

4. Copy of letter of Aome Otudebaker Carliele,
President, %o John R. lglebart.

G« GCopy of letter of louie 4. ¥arrem, meuber
of the general committes,

Sinceraly youra,

- JRI e
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OLMSTED BROTHERS
BROOKLINE, MASSACHUBETTS
WESTERN OFFICE

Paloa Verdes Estates,
Redondo Beach, Calif.
Maroh 24%h, 1627.

Col. Richard Lieber,
Direetor of Comservation,
Indianapolie, Indiana.

Deazr 8ir:-~

1 have attenpted to set forth in the following my presat
ideas about the Nanoy Hanke Linovln Memorial. I intend precesd
at onee with trial studies in general acocrdange with Shese ideas
and will report to you as scon as they take definite form. I
should therefore be glad to receive promptly any reaction fzom your
Committee as t0 the underlying ideas here expressaed. _ '

The controlling factor in the situstion is the intimate
association of this piece of land with certain events in the early life
of Lincoln an association capable in itself, if other ideas axe not
intruded, of arousing in any thoughtful and informed pexeon idess
concerning Lincoln as deeply moving as any that can come %0 him.

This makes it a prime duty to let these simple familiar
asarocistions speak for themeelves to future generations, and %o subdb~
ordinate in this place any desire that we of todsy may have t im~
preas those future genmeratione with what ye think abous Lineols.

Indiana has & right to take pride in expressing She honor

which it feels for Lincoln's memory by the oreation of mommental
works 28 great, as notable, and a8 nxthi.ngi{ inpressive as the greatest
artisss of our time oan mske them. But of all places Shis spot ~= which
speake direotly for iteelf of Lincoln's first great sorrow, which
speaks direotly from the grave where he buried hies mother and from the
vacant @ite of hie early home - ia the last place in which #0 exprers
that pride in any self-aesertive way that might thruss our fwentiedh
g:ntia? ideas between posterity and the significanee of the plase

20 . '

It i most unforsunately trus thas presemt un&ﬂmt (1]
and around the site, themselves confuse and distract the visiter's
astention from thought of Lincoln and of the atg&lum of all thad
befell him here. These distracting sights are the results of mis-
chance snd neglest, of the intrueion of usilitarian strugtures of a
very differen$ period from Lincoln's and also 0f the well-mesnt bw
pisapplied efforts of some Of our Predecescore 10 express, 28 well as
they knew how, their desire o honor Lincoln's memory. Of $he former
class are the branch railway track and the .m.ﬁzn with 498 ueh~
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ing asustomobiles, biseoting the opage besween the cabin site and the
ave of Lincoln's mother, sand the buildi scattered on snd ANOURA
he site. Of the latter class are the cast irom gates with sheix gilde
conerete lione, the bite of gardenesque lawn with exo%ie shruds and ooni-
fers, and the general "slick up® of the rermant of seoond growih Wood~
land arcund the grave into the semblange of a tomn pioniec mﬁ er & o0n~
ventiopal "landscape cemetery.® The firss task is to eliminate ox obsgure
all such distracsing elements, while avoiding t0 the uteost the risk
of intioduoing mew distractions of our owa oreation, and %o leave the
surroundings ©f the cabin site and the grave quies, pesceful and Wasser~
tively beautiful. '

When we deal with things that have a great spiritusl mesdage
of their own, apart from the expreasion which we may add %o them, 18 Do~
hooves us to© be hugdly self-subordinating lest we thrust a pexsonsl, leeal
or other oxtrameous exyreséion, which time may prove to be wworthy, be~
tween future generations and o pricelese thing much greater than our-

oelves .

Yet if this place 18 to convey its potential message %o any
bus the ardents pilgrim - if it is generally to arrest the attention of Lin- |
coln'e own "oommon people® - that attention must be ?u by some' BOTS
ptriking appeal than i» afforded by any condition na to the site. The
site is by masure a not uapleasant but a very commemplage fragmen$ of the
prevailing ruont-da{olmducpe of southern Indians. Even if ite sesond~

whh woodland were be extended and restored in ocourse of Yime, a8 it
aight be, until it became a venerable foreat like that of all aush foxests
and offering & real ocontrast with its modexn agricultural surxoundi
$hat comtrast alone would mot be sufficiensly arresting to the atfention
of passing or approaching motorists, would not aleme be snough %6 pre-
pare them %0 enter the rhrine in a receptive nood «

Sumething frankly and obviously monumental, in the byoad
cense of that term, ecems %o be needed to maxk the approach and enfrance
to such & ahrine, even though$ She monumental note be kept, a8 I $hink 1%
Shotid, from intruding upon $hose who have emtered the shrine Ateelf.

Evidently i8 was & line of thought oclesely akin to whas
I bave tried to exyrese above that has led you and your associates, Ool.
Lieber, to certain conclusions whigh you set forth to me and with whioh in
principle I find myself emphatiocally agreed, namely:

1. The main area, which you have referzed %¢ as %the Sano~
tuary and which inoludes the pite oi Lincoln'e cabinm and his um'ng:n.
should be freed of every petty, dietzacting, aliem, ulzﬂ-ﬂmﬂﬁ”‘u .
The Btate Highway should be carried eouth and east of the Eangtuaxy, whe
brench railroad east and north of its. The buildings should be SWEPS AWy .
Exotic types of vegetation should be suppressed. The scars of Shess $hd
should be obliterated. All of which is negative, not pomsive; bus goed =
as far as it goes. R

II. Automobiles should be absolutely and
cluded from the area of the Banotuary;, but there must bs
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venient and agreeable means 10r parking susomobiles in the viginity in
large numbers, and for proceeding thence on fcvot inte the Sanotuary under
condision® fsvorable for producing the right impresaion.

III. In conjunction with the parking of automobiles oxderly
and convenien$ provision must be made, outside of the Sanotuary propes, for
the needs of fairly large orowds: reet rooms and toilet faoilities, shelter
against storms, aupplies cf gas and oil, and mesns for degently partaking
of food and drimk whether brought by the visitore or obtainable on the pre-
miees.

IV. Either in conneotion with the above or otherwise, where
it will not intrude upon the Sanotusry proper, provision should be made for
< the occarional assembly out ¢f doors, under dignified and satisfagtory oomn-
=z ditions, of orowds of varying and unpredictable size up to several thoueand -
to listen to addresmses and take part in exercinses appropriate to the loocality.

PI9YL "600T “3ew] [eISI(

‘ V. The utémost artiastic skill and disoretion we can oommand

should be devoted to the problem of 00 arresting the attention of those who

©. approach the Sanctuary deliberately, and even those who approach it casually
in 8ing, a® to make theom aware of its importance and ite nature; and to0 the

problem of 8o preparing their minde as they enter i$ and eo influenoing

them as they oomsider it that they may aprreciate ita message $0 the greatest

posepible degree.

[°QIe],

[10D

‘aornod

I adnit that in doing this last with any measure of success
we who do it will necessarily be expresding in some mannér OUr Oown sense
-0l the significance of the place and our own feelings toward Lincoln; bdbut
©1 believe owr chances ¢of aocumyliehing a worthy result will be far greater
©1if we ouncentrate our efforts not upon the abstract prodblem of trying to
— express certain ideas which we may arbitrarily aelect as representing our
Cnotions about Lincoln, but upon the problesm of making it easy and natural
I for other people, coming to this place after we are gone, to be Stimulated

tc their cwn insplrifg ghomghte and emctione about Linceln.

AV

Thus tc arrest the attention and guide the interest of peo-
U9 ple, in the absence of any etriking natural phenomencn, Or any very #trik-
@ ing landscape oondition of & naturalistic appearance whiech eould here be
Z oreated Ly the aid of man, demands something of a frankly and boldly arti-
ficial and monumental eort in the approach to the Sand$uary. This is the
~more clearly indicated by the necesaity for providing the variows arti-
—ficial conveniences on a fairly large scale mentioned wumder II, III, smd IV.
2 Yet 1f my reasoning is correot it ahould not be dominantly characterised by
TCobjests sonspicuounly and obfiously created for the sole purpose
~of exprensing through architeotural or soulptural eymboliem eas about
CLincoln. Rather the chief purpose of any architeotural elements should be
©to perform well and beautifully certein funotions resognisably appropriate
%0 the practical needs of the vituation, and of sculptural and phi
~elements t0 4he be decorative incidente with a significance historical
Trather than symbolio, the effective imprecsion of the whole depending
Cmainly upon the gemeral composition of parte which are individually rasher
cunasaertive and of a sort that would tend to be taken for granted, even Shough
~they might be very choice =hen examined in detail. I have in mind, for ex~
ample, such clements as large and well-proportioned vistas and epases of Swrf
enframed by noble avenues or masses of treee, interlocking with well prepor~
ticned masrses of the eimplest masonry that would serve to house the various
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indeor funotion® for which there is real need or adequate excume, and
with walls and piers and eteps and gates and metal work fomming legitimate
elements of the englosure ¢f the Sandbuary and of the meana ¢f acceas %o
it; sculpture ao far as it ir used at all being in the form of unassertive
but very beautiful deccrative panels in relief, and painting s¢ far as it
ie wed at all being decorative mural paint of interiess that exiat W
serve practical purposes incidental to a vieit to the Sanotuary itaelf.

This ie a hard program %o live \t¥ to successfully in all
respecte ; but of the two faults I believe that I would bé better to fall
short upon the emide of insufficiensly arrvesting the attention, of mt se-
curing a wholly saSisfying impressivenesas in the approach and entrance to
the Canctuary, than to secure such impreasivenesa at the risk of treating
the grave of Lincoln's mether and the site of his boybood home like the
tail to the kite 0of a twentieth century monument.

I will not say that some Cod-fent geniues might not for ex-
ample, as has been siggested, design a great tower, carrying & great bell
that on ccoasion would %011 aoreoss the countryside a call o soclemn meet~
ing beside the grave of Lincoln's wmother, and d¢ it in a manner thoreughly
satiafying to0 the feelinge of all iuture generaticns. Yet the number of
towers defigned in modern times which have stood well the test of oriticism
even ¢f the fir % generation following that in which they were ereoted is
wrz very emall, and the beat designers working t¢ the matiafaction of the
beat of contemporary critice cannot guarantee permansent satiafaction with
#uch a necessarily assertive menument. To fall short of a complete success
in an asgertive monument to a great man anywhere ism a misfortume, but to
make such an attenpt here and fall short would be a crime. Can we afford
to risk it? I think not. ]

The form ¢f the bare ground south of the Sanctuary and near
the propoced line of the relocated Btate highway is xegxctt&bly unfaverable
for a dignified and impresaive monumental treatment. It might be described
a8 & jumble of small rolling hille and hollows, and appeare to call for
bold and radical regrading of $he surface at the cost of any necessary
amount of steam-shovel work. I eshall proceed with my studies upon the
assumption that some thousande of dollars more or less in coet of grading
will not stand in the way of producing the beet result phyerically obtainable.

And now %0 what is in ecme ways the most ferious problem of
all, the treatment of the Sanotusry area itself.

There are twe spote of peculiar ventimental intereat; th
grave of Lincoln's mother in $he hill-top graveyard of the settlement of
pioneers, to which, a# a boy, stricken hia firet great grief, he helped
to draw her body on a mud-sled that sad October day 2¢ long age; and the
#ite of the cabin on the nearby lower knoll where that grief came to him.
No local trasces and ne other definite knowledge about the cabin and ite
then surroundinge remain, ond the recoxd that an 0ld settler who had
kpown the cabin an the Lincoln'e once pointed ocut where it had stoed, and
that the hearth etone was there wmoovered by digging as he had prediocted,
and a monument wus set to mark the place. Even the hearth stone was present-
ly remwoved. Nothing remaine but a geographical point on & gentle knoll
with & southeant exposure such a¢ a pioneering settler in thie region would
be apt to choose for his cabin.
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: ' What makee the plage fignificant and fit to kindly thies
dmagination is the bare hirtorie fact that here, on a 1ittle clearing
1;'%3, midat of yrimeval forest, the young Lineoln lived and labored,
here loved and loat his mether, here wrought out she sarly steps in
the forging of a mighty soul.

It would be sheer impudence ti intrude on the now bare
#ite of that

historie facs, so pregunant with meaning to anyone posaessed
of any imagination, either an artiet's exprescion of hie own ideas about

}oln, or any shaw of "roalistic"” #tage acenery purporfing to swe repro-
duce what Lincoln's boyhood home was like. Bothing but a bald snd aimple
marker of the apet is geasonably conceivable. It should rive, I believs,
from such & turl ae in thie ¢limate naturally tends to cover the pground
of an 0ld olearing that ie kept free from the advance of brush and
forest, aa Ly graging of animals or mewing. But arcund the clearing, whigch
need make no pretense of fellow the wholly unknown lines of the original
¢learing, there are meny roasons for deliberately attempting te let mature

41ly recreate, sa she will in the course

tree foliage i¢ esmential %0 seoure privacy for the Sanetus:y and shut off
#ight of the obvioualy discordant present and ‘uture buil

dings and activities
Cuteide. But, more than that, the forest is the only eme of the now vaniehed
g&ynieal features of the place characteristic of Linceln's time whieh can

reproduced without sham oy faleehood subotantially as it was in his boy-
heoéi because the natural conditions which produced the eriginal forest are
8811l operative, and for all we cun cee will be

operative ior centuries .
hence, with little if iy change, if man's interference therewith be

againa$. With protection from fire and other abnomal destructive
agents, a forest comee as near o the ideal of perpetual exieience, through
new life epringing fyom ©ld, a8 anything known to man in this changing world.
From the ypoint of view of a given gemeration of mankind,

the reestablish-
ment ef a forest where it has been destroyed may seem like a alow business,

but anyone whe coneiders that this Lincoln Sanotuary is to endure for
countlese centuries and who has #een swoh a venerable magnilioent and
naturaleseeming forest as that which was artifically pi

ated a couple of
¢enturies at Het Bosch in the Hague, or even the resulte of s oxngle
life time in pome lanted forests in America, will I think be willing to

acespt with prophetic confidence the long look shead toward converting the
entire Sanctuary into something closely approximating a primeval foreat
entirely surrounding the c¢learing of Lincecln's cabin.

I do not want to underestizate the serious administrative
difficulty of Securing that condinuity of Folicy during succeesive ad- :
ministrations which muat be Pursued if the end I advocate ie §o be perfectly
attained == if well-meanin innovators are to be Prevented from *allcking
up® the forest into a rienie grove or a commenplace "park®. But the neces-
Sary methods cun be well-defined, and the attainment of the ideal set forth
i no more precarious than that of sny other ideal o

#i of permanent treatment.
One practical ¥oquirement which must be faced is that crowds of people
visiting the Senctuary, while they may deploy freely over the turf of
the interior clearing, with reasonable restrictions when the grownd ie woist
and soft, muet be confined in their ramblings of the encloning forest area
to patha, ae nunerous as may be desirable, provided to withetand their wear
and tear, o that the reat of the foreast floor may be left to untrampled
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woodland vegetation.

A feature of considerable asthetic importance in conneo
tion with the general plan above cutlined is that the open ¢learing
% be left on the low grownd and on the aubordinate ridge near the
cabin mite will make i% possible to open, and to keep permanently open,
from the woodland of the upper hill just south of the old graveyard,
a mzu or gmzu extending milea sorems the surreunding farm land
#*A%h little ocomsciousness of any existing buildings. This offers the
one posaibility of any large and imopiring landscape quality whioh the
site afforde, other tham the mystery of the interior of a mature forest
which time can bring, and other $han #uch frankly man-made qualitiee of

dignity am may be artifically imparted to the approach and forecours
treatuent.

: I ask yowr a¥pteu.3. Or oriticiem of the above outline of
:1:“ I have in mind before €0 very far into the means for mes realizing

Very truly yours,
Frederick Law Olungod.



Mareh 34, 1937.

[eubig

Col. Richard Lieber,
Diregtor of Conmervation
Indisnspolis, Indisna.

Dear Col. L;aber e

Supplementing my letter this date, written on the trainm,
I want %0 put befozre you one more idea which I have been thinking over
for sevaral daye.

: The type of troatment I have proposed for the approach~
o entrance~forecourt unds, even though it be dome well enough to be
S thoroughly dignified, and even besmtiful in a quiet way, eepecially
—after its enclosing tsees shall have grown fo reopwtabia eize, is
Sebvicously open te the risk that it would not have a nutticuntiy agoen=
7 tuated focus of interest to be at all satiafactory t0 thome - and they
%ﬁ,n ::ﬁ:my - bent upon a condpicuously arresting demonstration of
SEagne .

sefew|

A P18yl "TT0C
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I am inclined to believe that there is one, and only one,
@hxy end conspicuvus object, idealistic in eignificance, that could :
+be used a® the dominant object in such an entrance cemposition without
Limpertinence %o the Sanotuary within. That object 1s 2 great Ilagjole
—bearing the American flag.

l‘ idea ie t¢0 place on an island at the intersection of -
the asxer of the State Highway and of the entrance court of the Sanctuary
can slmost coleasal but very ocarefully proportiomed flagpele rising fzom
Z & oimple maspive masonry base. HNet an elaborately detailed Venetian mast
csort or monumental base, but neverthelesns one of monumental character and
o proporticnse, even though eimple. That ia muoh the hardest kind of base

o %0 get just right, but, cersainly for this place, much the finest when it
ci# juet right. I sho not expect %0 get it right without redrawing and
Credrawing it againd and again and making models of it. But I am ready to
Sbet it can be made a very distinguished thing if we have patience to
<work over it long encughmd mot rest satisfied too socon.

Very truly yours,
Fo Le Olmnted.

D Auayba
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THE INDIANA LINCOLN UNION
Indisnapolis

May 16, 1937

J.m !l I‘l‘hﬁl“, m.q.,
Evansville, Ind.

Dear 8ir:
~Jodige of Jyne U%h Meeting.

The moment has come when the entire membership
of the Indiana Lincoln Union must meet to formulate
the plans for the establinhment ¢of a eignificant
national ahrine at the grave ¢f the Mother of Linooln
in Bpencer County.

The Exeousive Commitgee has gone ap far as
it has been deemed advisable in the preliminary work.
It has secured competent advice from experts in cam=~
jalgon m enent and having informed iteself upon the
possibilities vffered as the Lincoln City eite, now
announce# Shat it in ready to sulmit suggestions %o
the full committee.

This ispreliminary notice thet the evening
of Vedreaday June 8th., has been seleeted for the meed~
ing of the Union at Indisnapolis. ¥Within a few days
{gu will receive a brief cutline of the yropossls from
he Exocutive Commisteo in order that you may give some
pxeparatory thought to the plans before the meeting.

The swoenss of the enterprise depends

the agtendance a¥ this important -oﬁn:. Vtﬁ‘ ou
advise me at your earliest opportwnity that you have
yeserved the night of June §if9» the Indiama Linceln
Union? Addrese your reply t0 Room 136 Statehouse and
let ws now how meny guests you will bring. The charge
for the dimner will be nmominal, and ¢f course, no
solicitationns will be mnde.

Yours very $ruly,
Aune Studebaker Carlisle
President .




‘s\ 4 OLMSTED BROTHERS
Brookline ¥aesachurette

11lth May, 1927.

Hon., John E. Iglehart President Emeritus,
Bouthwentern Indisna H: atorical Sceiety,
ville, Indiana.

Hy dear Judge I lehart:

. As suggested by you I will indigate in
this letter more definitely than I could in our
hurried conversation on ﬁa{o"h the sort of in-
fomation I am see an the physical environ-
ment of Lincoln when he lived in Spencer County.

Hy letter of March 24th last to Cel.
Lieber, which you have heen, sete forth my ideas
about the physical treatment of the land around
the Lincoln cabin site and the grave of Lincoln's
mother. I append hereto certain extracts from that
letter rela to thome portions of the land which
in my opinion should be treated as a natural and
historic samctuary, distinct and apart from any
monumental features that may be devised and con-
structed to express the importance which we of today
attach tu what lies within the enclosure, of which
thess monumentsl features will mark the entrance.

, Before the white man came to what is now
Indiana the region ia known t¢ have been oceupied
in the main by a type of forest technically deeig-
nated by bosaniets and foresters vy the broad term
‘"The Eastern Hardwood Foreat®. (See , for Om?le.
' Guide to the Americas", g;ugg ed by
: the

charaoter and composition of that forest, of the

. . ‘ 9]
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Judge Iglehart - 3

kinde and proportiont of ite trees and shrubs and
lesaey tation and their dietributien, of the
innumerable details which in the aggregate maode
it what 1% wae --which made it look as it did

to those who beheld it in the urlz'ura of the
settloment of Indiana -- much has been reoccrded by
seientific obmervere in many parts of the region
over which that type of forent is known %o have
extended. I can ¢ - agcens to muoh of thie
information through eral technical botaniocal
and eilvicultural literature.

But in addition it will be helpful in the
task before ue if we can obtain more epecifically
local information of two #orts in regard tc the
ghya&asi environment of Linceln's boyhood in
ipencer County.

One sort of infommation relates %o the
local natural flora, the kinde ef trees and shrubs
and herbaceous plante which grew and which did
grow in thio vicinity, as recorded by lecal ob-
pervers at any time and in any way that gives the
regord evidential value; snd relates aleo to
cognate local observations as 40 soils and soil
conditions, geolegioal gonditionw, the character
of the minor streans and awamps, and even of the
lecal fowma snd of the mode of itto of the Indianw
and the occurrence of forest {irees in pre-piomeering
days ae affeocting the natural conditions.

A The other sort of information, related
much more clesely to the "Ling@ln Inquiry" which your
Seciety has undertaken, concerna any records, how-
ever fragmentary or c¢asual or incidental, of perscnal
impresaions and recollectionms which can help future
generations to form a truth ful picture of the physical
coenditions which surrounded and gely influenced
the life of the pioneers of Spenger County, and
eapecially thope whioh influenced the life of the
Lincolna ond their near neighbors.
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Judge Iglehart - 3

The efforte of your Society have apparently
been directed, :ﬁightly encugh, to the search for

infoermation ap the person characteristica of

by
the country wae like when they came there, by what
they saw around them year by year, by what the
physieal conditions of the time and place compelled
them or induced them to do from day %o

with pioneers in New England or V
n:i%:r date or the people of any maturer com-
sunity.

' Such intimate and fApecific even though
{ragmentary glimpees of the d4ai]

daily life and physieal
surrecundings of a few individuale as are given in
rog‘m te the *New Setfloment® of Quakers in
Indiana Jane

28 Baldwin in "The # of My Youths
are ne less i miutug‘hinexical than such
“umnarized reccrds of achievements and character
©of many notable peraons in any community, #uch as
your Hociety has been gathering. But however that
may be, it is gertain that fragments of information
of this detailed sharacter from old letters and
Journale and réminincences, from ©1d periodical files,

be distimctly helpful %o us in gui

f ' Gentryville to conditions
aprroximating those which Ling

_ oln knew and which in
their own way directly influenced hin es he grew
to manhood. :

I am sending an extra S0Py ©f this letter
and enclosure direct to Mys. Ehrmann.

Bingerely youra,
Frederick Law Olusted

¥ritten on ¢rain by 3D0
. sted. Tyg;g. and

forwarded from B: Gkline

in his absencs.
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DOCUMENTARY LINCOLNIANA S osini
touls 4. Warzen Zionsville, Tndiena

Kre Jobm E. Iglehars e - B
Evaneville, Ind. e

Dear Mr. Iglehart:

As I get cptfar into my
wozk or the Indiana Lincolns I am more
and more impresced with the value of the
Linevlin Inquiry, of which I balieve you
are the fowmdsr.

I have been edpeoially interested in
gm over some of your own contridbutionse
0 thia ooupilation of the Southwestern Indisna
Historical Society. Ind ons paper of mors Shen
usual interest you challenge the auther ) L
of she "Adaz and Eve" poetry oxedited to Limocoln.
I am convinced that your zeview 0f she internal
svidenge is eufficient to disoredit the _
traditional authorehip. Have you ever been able
to learn through English ocources of any earlier
copies than thoae appearing ie Epencer County.

Of courss the members of the Southwestera e
Historioal Bociety are pleased with the astep ¥
taken by the Oovernor to adequately mark She I
Lineoln places of interest in Spencer Coumnty,
and there 1s no doubt but the agitation of
your group was indirectly responsible for i$.

I am vory anxicus {0 spend several days
in The Pooke$ this aprinf‘aad hope $0 be able

to run in and ses you. the meantime I should
be very glad of any further discoveriss ysu
may have made with reforence %o the above
mentioned poetry.

Please call uyon me for any service I oan
render you or the Southwes$ern Booiety.

Sincerely yours,
Louie A. Warrem.




THE INDIANA LINCOLN UNION
136 8tate House
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