
 

www.alleghenycampus.com
Meadville, Pennsylvania

FRIDAY

H: 51º  L: 37º
Rain: 3%
Sunrise: 7:03 a.m.
Sunset: 5:05 p.m.

SATURDAY

H: 43º   L: 33º
Rain: 23%
Sunrise: 7:04 a.m.
Sunset: 5:04 p.m.

SUNDAY

H: 44º   L: 32º
Rain: 16%
Sunrise: 7:05 a.m. 
Sunset: 5:03 p.m.

1876 2023

In this week’s Campus...

Friday, November 10, 2023
Volume 148, Issue 10

TIME CAPSULE DISCOVERED IN CAFLISCH

Workers demolishing the 95-year-old residence 
hall discovered a metal box containing relics from 
an Allegheny gone by.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL SCORES NEW 
COACH

Basketball season is underway and with it 
comes a new head coach for the men’s team.
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META SUED ON MASSIVE SCALE

Contributing Writer Jane Grabowski, 
’24, opines on how Meta, formerly 
known as Facebook, is being sued for 
its negative effects on children.
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Student Wi-fi petition taken down after 700+ signatures

ANNA WESTBROOK/THE CAMPUS
A pile of Wi-Fiber access points lay on the floor of the Henderson Campus Center on Nov. 2 after being removed 
to install new, better quality access points.

By ANNA WESTBROOK
News Editor
westbrook01@allegheny.edu

A petition requesting a partial tuition 
reimbursement for all students due to 
ongoing Wi-Fi issues garnered over 700 
signatures from the campus community 
before being taken down on Oct. 20.

The story of the petition’s adminis-
trative response and subsequent take-
down differs depending on who you 
ask.

According to the creator of the peti-
tion Lyndsey Robinson, ’24, some col-
lege officials first voiced support for the 
petition before others asked for it to be 
taken down. Dean for the Student Ex-
perience Ian Binnington, however, says 
that the college did not make any take-
down requests.

One things is certain; Robinson be-
gan circulating the petition on Oct. 17 
via email and word of mouth. The Goo-
gle Form linked in the email remained 
available until Oct. 20 when she closed 
it to responses.

“Wi-Fi is just like the equivalent of 
water these days,” Robinson said during 
an Oct. 24 interview. “You need Wi-

Fi, and it’s not fair that we’re paying so 
much money for not having an amenity 
that’s absolutely needed. So I just kind 
of wanted to bring awareness to that be-
cause there’s so many of us struggling.”

The petition requested a $750 reim-
bursement for all students. 

“It kind of just popped in my head,” 
Robinson said. “I didn’t really think of 
a number. I just was like, ‘$750 sounds 
good.’”

If every student were given a reim-
bursement of that amount, the payout 
from the college would total almost 
$925,000.

In a Nov. 1 statement to The Cam-
pus, the college acknowledged the peti-
tion and highlighted the variety of on-
going measures aimed at improving the 
campus internet. 

“As the petition has not been formal-
ly submitted to the College, we have no 
comment on its details,” a spokesperson 
for the college wrote. “We know that 
there is still work to be done and we are 
committed to doing that work as quick-
ly and as effectively as we can.”

In a Nov. 8 email to The Campus, 

‘Engage’ struggles to attract clubs
By JASMINE WILLIAMS
Contributing Writer
williams13@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College launched a new on-
line platform called “Engage” to con-
nect students and the college’s numer-
ous clubs and organizations. 

Engage is accessible to every Allegh-
eny student whether they belong to an 
organization or not. By logging in with 
their Allegheny email, students can uti-
lize engage to check for active organi-
zations, and events they can participate 
in. On Engage, clubs and organizations 
can create event calendars, post news 
updates, and share photos and videos, 
making it a one-stop platform for infor-
mation and engagement.

 However, despite the potential ben-
efits, just about five out of the 117 reg-
istered clubs have an active profile on 
the platform. Shanelle Minta, ’24, the 
president of African Student Associa-
tion. said that ASA has not made plans 
to begin using Engage. 

“I’ve heard about Engage but we hav-

en’t been on there,” Minta said. “I think 
it could help spread the word if people 
actually used it.” 

According to Minta, ASA’s outreach 
is primarily in social media posts, ad-
vertising with posters, and spreading 
the word in person.

“What we’re trying to do is get more 
African culture on campus, so we’re 
doing different events and meetings to 
educate people about Africa and the 
stereotypes about Africa,” said Minta.

According to Eric Stolar, Assistant 
Dean for Leadership and Engagement, 
part of the hesistancy around Engage is 
understandable.

“I can understand because it’s a 
brand new program to the campus,” 
Stolar said “People need time to warm 
up to it, get used to using it, and also 
realize it’s there.”

Stolar believes Engage’s lack of use 
could be due to a variety of factors, 
including awareness and training, or 
perhaps clubs are still in the process of 
migrating their activities to Engage. It 
is expected that the number of active 

profiles on Engage will increase over 
time as more clubs and organizations 
become acquainted with the platform 
and its benefits.

Stolar wants to encourage all clubs 
and organizations at Allegheny College 
to take advantage of Engage, by empha-
sizing its role in communication and 
engagement on campus. “If folks are 
still kind of cautious just click around 
and spend some time on the website, es-
pecially club leaders who can do some-
thing with their club,” said Stolar.  

The clubs and organizations that do 
use Engage utilize it to announce gen-
eral body meetings, weekly events and 
information about their clubs. 

A common issue faced by club lead-
ers is that most of their events are an-
nounced through email sign-ups and 
word-of-mouth promotion. For these 
clubs, Engage did not appear to provide 
any significant value.

“I think Engage is a really strong 
idea, but I’ve seen very little from the 

See ENGAGE   page 2

Sex Positive Week Committee

By EVELYN ZAVALA
Staff  Writer

zavala01@allegheny.edu

Trigger warning: this story contains 
mention of sexual assault
Among the small Allegheny College 
campus, a committee is looking to begin 
a three to four-day event in the Spring 
of 2024 dedicated to shedding light on 
topics such as sex education, mental 
health and diverse student experiences. 

The Sex Positive Week Committee is 
looking for new members to help make 

the event happen by attending monthly 
meetings, creating an itinerary, budget-
ing and networking with other organi-
zations according to their My Allegheny 
post. 

Committee Member Roman Mo-
rales, ’24, said that there are no board 
positions to avoid a sense of hierarchy 
within the committee but the idea to 
create a sex-positive week at the college 
came from his visit to Westminster Uni-
versity. 

See PETITION   page 3

See SEX   page 6

ASG talks financial system overhaul
By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Student Government 
discussed the next steps in their finan-
cial system overhaul, condom distribu-
tion and a revival of the Ski and Snow-
board Club at their General Assembly 
on Tuesday, Nov. 7.

In the second week without a direc-
tor of the ASG Treasury, President Ni-
cole Recio Bremer, ’25, read the weekly 
spending request and provided updates 
on the financial system. She said that a 
bookkeeper had been selected — but 

that the position would no longer be 
called a bookkeeper.

“It’s called a financial advisor, and 
so that’s a person already working for 
Financial Services that is going to be 
coming into the finance meetings and 
running everything that Dean (Trae) 
Yeckley and (Student Life Office Man-
ager Tricha Young) were handling for 
us,” Recio Bremer said. “Her name is 
Calie Biase.”

Recio Bremer said later in the meet-
ing that the application to be ASG’s trea-
surer was live, and that it would close at 
noon on Saturday.

“Hopefully interviews will be sched-
uled between Sunday and Monday, and 

then hopefully by Tuesday we can pres-
ent candidates in front of you so we can 
have a discussion and you guys can ei-
ther approve it or disapprove it,” Recio 
Bremer told the Senate.

ASG has been without a treasurer 
since Hunter Goerman, ’25, resigned 
last week.

In total, student groups requested 
$14,800 this week, including $2,400 for 
the South Asian Students Society’s Di-
wali event, $2,400 for the Hockey Club’s 
rink fees and almost $2,500 for new 
lighting for the Orchesis dance group. 
The requests were passed with a unan-
imous vote.

See ASG  page 3

searches for members

AB SNYDER/THE CAMPUS
President Ron Cole, ’87, and Associate Professor of Political Science and 
Director for the Center of Political Participation Andrew Bloeser staff a 
table laden with voting-related goodies on Brooks Walk on Nov. 7. The 
table served as a gathering point for students to take a free shuttle to their 
polling locations. See ELECTION   page 2

PA Election results are in
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AB SNYDER/THE CAMPUS
Each year, the Andrew Goodman Foundation and the Center for Political Participation — 
which houses the Law & Policy Program —  offer free shuttles to polling stations from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Election Day.

AB SNYDER/THE CAMPUS
Donuts, coffee, shirts, stickers and voting guides are available for students who voted. Though 
the coffee quickly depleted, donuts were available to voters for most of the day.

AB SNYDER/THE CAMPUS
Bloeser keeps a watchful eye out for students who need directions to their polling stations. Student also staffed the table 
throughout the day to assist voters. 

AB SNYDER/THE CAMPUS
Bloeser talks with a student while the free shuttle idles on North Main Street. 

Students take to the polls on Election Day

2023 Pennsylvania 
election results

ENGAGE from page 1
college to promote it among 

students,” said Milo Watson, 

’26, gear manager of the Outing 

Club. “I think the only people 

who are using it are in club lead-

ership positions.”

Watson, who is also the Pres-

ident of Lift Up, a weightlifting 

club, says that they used Engage 

but stopped since it seemed like 

it didn’t make a difference in at-

tendance. 

“It didn’t seem like we had 

any students that showed up 

because they heard about it on 

Engage, so we stopped putting 

stuff up on there because of that,” 

Watson said.

Stolar encouraged students to 

reach out if they have any sug-

gestions for Engage.

“Feedback is also a great 

thing if people want to see some-

thing different on the website, or 

they think it could be structured 

a little different, and wanting 

to know if certain features are 

available,” Stolar said. “That stuff 

is helpful for me to know.”

Even though Engage isn’t get-

ting as much attention and utili-

zation as Stolar may have want-

ed, he remains confident that the 

website will become more suc-

cessful than it is now.

“I’m being so positive be-

cause I wasn’t sure I was doing 

everything correctly, but it looks 

like I did,” Stolar said. “All those 

hours, those late nights worked,” 

said Stolar.

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
(statewide)
Daniel McCaffery (D) - 53.11% (1,615,006)
Carolyn T. Carluccio (R) - 46.89% (1,426,031)

(within Crawford County)
Daniel McCaffery (D) - 32.91% (6,459)
Carolyn T. Carluccio (R) - 63.84% (12,528)
19,625 ballots cast

MEADVILLE CITY COUNCIL (vote for two)
Autumn Vogel (D) - 50.9% (1,567)
Larry McKnight (D) - 49.18% (1,514)
Bill Lawrence (R) - 48.02% (1,478)
Marcy Kantz (R) - 46.26% (1,424)
3,078 ballots cast

CRAWFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL DIRECTOR
(vote for five)
Kevin Merritt (D/R) - 59.49% (4,235)
Jeff Rose (R) - 50.98% (3,629)
Monica Hargenrater (R) - 48.31% (3,439)
Ed Devore (R) - 47.77% (3,400)
Ron Irwin (R) - 47.40% (3,374)
Lisa Whitenack (D) - 42.50% (3,025)
Shanna Hodgson (D) - 40.35% (2,872)
Wallace Mason (D) - 39.52% (2,813)
Bonnie Murphy (D) - 36.77% (2,617)
7,118 ballots cast

Printing Update
Due to Thanksgiving break, 

The Campus will not be printing on

Nov. 17, Nov. 24, or Dec. 1.
We will return for the final edition of

the semester on

Friday, Dec. 8.
Thank you, and enjoy the holiday!

It didn’t seem like we had any students that 
showed up because they heard about it on 
Engage, so we stopped putting stuff up on there 
because of that.”

—MILO WATSON
Class of 2026
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Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the 
Office of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 

Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

CRIME BLOTTER

October 29, 2023 
Disorderly Conduct
North Village II
Referred to Dean

November 1, 2023 
Harassment
Phi Kappa Psi

Active Investigation

November 5, 2023 
Criminal Mischief

Arter Hall
Active Investigation

PETITION from page 1
Chief Information Officer Katrina 
Yeung said that the Information Tech-
nology team is making “steady prog-
ress” on network improvements and 
that the initial installation of new access 
points is complete in residence halls, the 
Henderson Campus Center and the Pel-
letier Library.

Robinson shared a list with The 
Campus containing more than 600 
short answers petition signers wrote ex-
plaining why they added their name to 
the petition. Although the list included 
no identifying information, some sign-
ers identified themselves by their titles, 
which included professors, a football 
coach, resident advisors, head resident 
advisors and members of the Allegheny 
Student Government. 

Robinson, who currently serves as a 
senator for the class of 2024, said that 
the vast majority of ASG signed the pe-
tition, with the exception of four or five 
individuals who she said are in leader-
ship roles.

“I don’t want to specifically say who 
it was just because I don’t want them to 
feel uncomfortable about them sign-
ing it or anything,” Robinson said. “But 
I do know that one person said that if 
they weren’t in a (position of power) on 
ASG, they totally would have signed it.”

A respondent who identified them-
selves as a football coach wrote that they 
signed the petition because they were 
frustrated with having to bench some 
of their star players because of academ-
ic warnings, which the coach said were 
issued due to lack of stable internet.

Robinson said she talked with Dean 
for Student Life Trae Yeckley and Third- 
and Fourth-Year Class Dean Jonathan 
May about the petition prior to pub-
lishing it. According to Robinson, both 
were open to exploring whether her 
request was reasonable and achievable, 
and that they were supportive overall of 
the petition’s creation.

“When I approached them (Yeckley) 
about the petition, they told me that 
whatever I needed help with that they 
would try to help and they would help 
me get in contact with people that need-

ed — that I could meet with to discuss 
the possibilities and things like that,” 
Robinson said. “Before they and I could 
talk about setting up meetings with 
Financial Services to discuss if it was 
possible or not, Mr. Binnington kind of 
swooped in and grabbed me.”

Yeckley acknowledged that they 
spoke with Robinson about the petition 
prior to an Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment General Assembly for a “few 
moments,” but disputed Robinson’s 
statement that they assisted with the 
petition.

“As with most student concerns, I 
offered empathy to the student experi-
ence and to students’ right to voice their 
concerns within the constraints of The 
Compass,” Yeckley wrote in an email 
statement. “I didn’t provide assistance 
with the petition except to pass the pe-
tition along to a member of the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet. I was not involved in 
the creation, distribution, or collection 
of the petition, and I have not seen any 
data related to the petition.”

Robinson said that she regularly up-
dated Yeckley with the petition’s most 
well-written and interesting responses.

While the petition was open for re-
sponses, Robinson claimed that May 
reached out to her directly over email to 
applaud her efforts. 

“He goes, ‘I think this is a great idea,’” 
Robinson said. “From an administra-
tion standpoint, you’d think they’d be 
like, ‘Hold on. Let’s rethink this.’ But 
instead they were giving me encourage-
ment and was like, ‘I think this is great. 
I love the leadership.’” 

Robinson could not provide May’s 
email to The Campus for verification. 
May denied any involvement with Rob-
inson’s petition.

“Lyndsey Robinson and I have never 
discussed her petition project via email 
and I am not aware of what her petition 
entails and have not seen it,” May said 
in a Nov. 2 email statement to The Cam-
pus. “Because I have never saw this pe-
tition before I cannot offer my support 
for it or comment.”

Binnington reiterated in a Nov. 6 

email statement that the college played 
no part in the creation of the petition.

“By definition, student-led petitions 
are managed by students,” Binnington 
wrote. “The College has no role in ap-
proving questions or distributing stu-
dent petitions. While Lyndsey may have 
spoken to Dean May or Dean Yeckley 
about the petition, neither they nor oth-
er members of the Student Life and Stu-
dent Success staff provide assistance for 
student-led petitions.”

Binnington said Robinson shared 
some of the anonymous short answer 
responses with him at his request.

“The request to see the narratives 
was to understand the sorts of issues 
that students were reporting,” Binning-
ton wrote.

A Campus review of the responses 
provided by Robinson showed com-
mon themes such as seniors struggling 
to meet deadlines for their capstone 
comprehensive projects, students being 
unable to reliably access online therapy 
or medical resources, professors tir-
ing of the Wi-Fi issues and being un-
willing to make accommodations, and 
general frustration that it appears that 
the burden of poor administrative deci-
sion-making is falling on students.

Additionally, some students ex-
pressed frustration that many of the 
businesses the college partnered with 
to provide students with reliable Wi-
Fi do not have hours extending into 
the evening when many students do 
their homework. Multiple students 
who signed the petition wrote that they 
have considered transferring or taking 
a leave of absence until the internet is 
completely fixed.

On Oct. 20, Robinson said Binning-
ton arranged a meeting with her where 
he “politely asked” her to take the peti-
tion down because it had not been made 
in accordance with college protocol.

Binnington, however, said he did not 
ask Robinson to take down the petition.

“I was not aware that the petition had 
been taken down, and to my knowledge 
no one asked the student who initiated 
the petition to remove it,” Binnington 

wrote in a Nov. 6 email statement. “I 
did ask the student to give us a couple 
of weeks to consider our position before 
formally submitting the petition, but at 
no point did I ask that it be removed.”

Robinson said that during the meet-
ing, Binnington also explained that the 
college did not have the financial re-
sources to accommodate her request.

“Basically the meeting was like, ‘We 
have thought about doing this, but we’ve 
put so much money into the internet 
and the cabling and then we put, like, 
almost $100,000 into the Tim Horton’s 
and French Creek vouchers and we of-
fer Gator Express rides, which use gas,’” 
Robinson said.

Binnington disputed this claim as 
well.

“The College has spent tens of thou-
sands of dollars collectively on coffee, 
co-working spaces, hotspots, ethernet 
cords, and everything else we have done 
to try and help students gain access to 
more reliable internet while the issues 
with the network persist,” Binnington 
wrote. “But we did not spend $100,000 
on coffee vouchers.”

Though Robinson’s petition is no 
longer up, she plans to continue push-
ing the college by trying to talk with 
fellow students, professors and media 
outlets, like The Campus and the Mead-
ville Tribune.

“Now with my petition being taken 
down, I kind of want to make more of a 
rise out of it just out of spite,” Robinson 
said. “Just because we’re trying to tell 
you there’s something wrong and you’re 
just trying to diminish the fact, and it’s 
not useful.”

Network status update
The IT team continues to work on 

“clean up items,” including running new 
network cables and investigating indi-
vidual access points that are not func-
tioning properly, according to Yeung in 
a Nov. 8 email to The Campus.

Soon, Yeung and the IT team will do 
a second sweep through campus to tune 
the access points, which will generate 
stronger connection signals and prevent 

interference. 
During an Oct. 30 interview, Yeung 

urged students to leave the new access 
points alone, citing an incident in Bald-
win Hall two weeks ago when someone 
unplugged all the new access points that 
had been installed in a hallway.

The IT team is also replacing all of 
the core switches in the residential 
buildings, which Yeung said is complex 
and can lead to a few minor mistakes.

“We’re taking out all the switches, 
putting in all new switches, which re-
quires us to unplug everybody’s con-
nection and then re-plug it all back in,” 
Yeung said. “So in some cases in resi-
dence halls, we have missed plugging 
back someone’s wired connection. If 
that happens, it was an oversight on our 
part and we apologize for that. Just put 
in a ticket and we’ll come back.”

There is currently no timeline for 
getting the Loomis Street houses online 
due to the lack of infrastructure instal-
lation by Wi-Fiber, the company that 
the college originally contracted hired 
to update the campus network before 
being let go in July 2023.

The college has faced several hurdles 
in setting up two Starlink satellite dishes 
that the college acquired in September. 
Originally slated to create internet hubs 
in Brooks Dining Hall and the campus 
center lobby, the technology was in-
compatible with the areas. 

“We very quickly realized we really 
needed it (Starlink) to get above people’s 
heads because they’re just a big ginor-
mous magnet essentially, and so it has 
impact to pacemakers and hearing aids 
— all medical things, so we just needed 
to be super careful,” Yeung said.

However, the 150-foot cable the col-
lege ordered to replace the default 12-
foot cable to mount the dishes on the 
roofs of the buildings was unable to 
conduct a strong internet signal. The 
college is currently working to return 
the equipment.

ASG from page 1
Recio Bremer also confirmed 

reporting last week from The 
Campus that the General Fund 
would total $335,000 for the 
year, but said that the Surplus 
Fund was still not known.

During “Adviser Announce-
ments” later in the meeting, 
Dean for Student Life Trae Ye-
ckley added that they “have a 
pretty good idea” of the size of 
the Surplus Fund and that they 
hope it will be finalized by next 
week’s GA.

“There is a conversation with 
(Chief Financial Officer) Linda 
Wetsell about earmarking a per-
centage of our surplus to a cam-
pus project, and she’s waiting to 
see how much of our surplus will 
be put to the campus project,” 
Yeckley told The Campus after 
the meeting.

Based on ASG’s public finan-
cial statements, The Campus has 
calculated this year’s Surplus 
Fund to total around $616,000.

During their report, Vice 
President Sam Ault, ’26, brought 
up the disappearance of baskets 
used to provide free condoms 
in bathrooms in the Henderson 
Campus Center.

“Whoever’s making the little 
baskets that we put the condoms 
in disappear, just put them back 
and/or quit making them disap-
pear,” Ault said. “We miss them 
and we would like them to be 
there. It looks a lot better when 
they’re contained in a little bas-
ket rather than loose.”

Co-Director of Student Af-
fairs London Dejarnette, ’24, 
added that two baskets had dis-
appeared this past week alone.

It was not the only time physi-
cal contraceptives graced the As-
sembly. At the end of the meet-
ing, Senator Chezka Therese 
Quinola, ’27, raised concerns 
about the variety in condoms 
provided.

“A lot of them are flavored 
and glow-in-the-dark,” Therese 
Quinola said, before being inter-
rupted by laughter.

“My question is, when will 
like, I guess normal —” she con-
tinued, before being interrupted 
again by laughter from the as-
sembly. 

Dejarnette replied the vari-
ety was “not ideal,” but that ASG 
buys the condoms from a dis-
tributor and that the distributor  

selects the type and variety of the 
condoms.

“In the form that I fill out, I 
can put in there, ‘Hey, can you 
put in less of the funky ones in 
there,’” Dejarnette said. “But I 
don’t know if that’s going to ac-
tually — I don’t know if that will 
do anything.”

Attorney General Will 
Lowthert, ’24, suggested put-
ting in a bulk order for “normal” 
condoms from the distributor, 
and Ault ended the conversation 
there to move the agenda along.

On the agenda for “New Busi-
ness” was a vote to approve the 
club constitution for a revived 
Ski and Snowboard Club.

Taylor McKindley, ’25, repre-
sented the club at the GA.

“I’m just trying to bring back 
the Ski and Snowboard Club to 
give an opportunity for people 
to enjoy the sport, whether they 
haven’t really done it before — 
you can kind of learn — or for 
the people that have grown up 
skiing or snowboarding, to have 
a chance to come together as a 
community,” McKindley said.

The constitution was ap-
proved by the Senate, though 

at least two senators — Class 
of 2024 President Sasha Hogu-
in and Class of 2025 President 
Asaad Bell — voted against the 
club.

The official vote tally is con-
tained in the meeting’s minutes, 
which were not posted to Engage 
by 5pm on Thursday.

Both Holguin and Bell said 
after the meeting that they voted 
against the Ski and Snowboard 
Club because it did not seem to 
offer anything new to students.

“I feel like those trips can 
happen through Outing Club,” 
Holguin said. “I don’t think 
there has to be a separate club.”

Bell added that he thought 
Outing Club already hosts ski-
ing and snowboarding events 
during winter months.

“I have nothing against the 
club,” Bell said. “I don’t think it 
warrants an entire club dedicat-
ed to it.”

The Ski and Snowboard Club 
will need to be approved by Sen-
ate again at next week’s GA to re-
ceive ASG recognition. ASG will 
be meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 14 
at 7:30 p.m. in room 301/302 of 
the campus center.
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By JANE GRABOWSKI
Contributing Writer
grabowski01@allegheny.edu

Meta, the parent company of both Face-
book and Instagram, is currently being 
sued over their apps’ negative effects on 
children’s mental health. 
   On Oct. 24 a lawsuit was filed in fed-
eral court by 33 states alleging that Meta 
was aware that its apps Facebook and 
Instagram had addictive qualities and 
worsened self-esteem. These lawsuits 
come after a whistleblower released pri-
vate Meta documents, studies and com-
munications demonstrating that Meta 
was aware of their site’s negative effects 
on mental health, yet pushed features 
that exacerbated these effects. 
   The mental health effects on children 
shown in Meta’s internal studies range 
from body-image issues, worsened eat-
ing disorders, worsened depression, 
worsened suicidal thoughts, heightened 
insomnia and a dependency on these 
sites. Concern about social media de-
pendency is no surprise, as a recent re-
port released by the Pew Research Cen-
ter determined that about one-third of 
teens say they use social media “almost 
constantly,” with about one-tenth of 
teen Instagram users saying they use the 
app “almost constantly.” 

Since Meta’s apps have been proven 
to use manipulative features that cause 
the aforementioned negative mental ef-
fects, I have to wonder about another 
way these manipulative features mani-
fest – through pushing hateful content 
that radicalizes youth. 

Known as “the alt-right pipeline,” this 
phenomenon starts with people, partic-
ularly teen boys, being shown relatively 
normal content that gradually introduc-
es “edgy” humor often including racist, 
sexist or homophobic jokes, and spirals 
into outwardly hateful and inflamma-
tory content. Facebook and Instagram 
are known to have this quality, as Meta’s 
algorithm prioritizes engagement over 
everything else and recommends and 
shows posts largely based on their pop-
ularity. 

Divisive content that stirs people's 
emotions drives higher engagement, so 
inflammatory posts can be recommend-
ed with increasing frequency, causing 
users to enter echo chambers and be-
come radicalized. Through this method, 
Facebook preys on children’s need for 
approval and encourages them to agree 
with the posts they are recommended. 
Just as some experts have claimed that 
the “like” button preys on children’s 
need for approval and causes lowered 
self-esteem, the need to fit in encourag-
es the radicalization of youth. 

Additionally, children do not have 
as developed emotional regulation or 
critical thinking skills, causing them to 
be particularly vulnerable to falling into 
these echo chambers. 

Radicalization isn’t just a hypothet-
ical on Facebook. In 2021 Meta came 
under fire for removing safety systems 
on Facebook that were put in place prior 
to the 2020 election in order to reduce 
misinformation. Many, including the 
whistleblower who released Meta’s in-
ternal documents, studies and commu-

nications, believe that removing these 
systems after the election allowed mis-
information to spread and made orga-
nizing the Jan. 6 riot possible. 

With Facebook and Instagram hav-
ing so many seemingly deleterious ef-
fects, experts have begun seeking ways 
to mitigate harm. The American Psy-
chological Association has released lists 
of recommendations for addressing the 
harms of social media, both for parents 
and legislators. These recommendations 
cover a range of useful approaches, like 
encouraging parents to have discussions 
about what their kids are seeing on so-
cial media, pushing governments to 
fund social media research and pressur-
ing social media sites to remove some 
features that encourage dependent be-
haviors. However, I believe there are 
two places that these recommendations 
miss.

Firstly, the functionality of reporting 
and removing structures are greatly in 
need of rethinking. When something on 
Meta or Instagram is reported it doesn’t 
just automatically disappear, it must 
be reviewed by moderators who deter-
mine whether or not it violates Meta’s 
community standards. The volume of 
disturbing, violent, illegal, and hateful 
content which these moderators must 
review on a daily basis is difficult and at 
times damaging for them. Workers have 
reported experiencing depression and 
post-traumatic stress after starting this 
job. 

While companies — who are some-
times departments within a social 
media’s business or third-party orga-
nizations — will say they allow their 
employees to take mental health breaks, 
fear of termination prevents employees 
from being able to take these breaks as 
frequently as is needed. Furthermore, 
outdated systems, pressure to work 
through queues both quickly and ac-
curately, low pay and uncomfortable 
office spaces adds to the stressors con-
tent moderators experience. Yet still, 
the amount of harmful content visible 
to consumers on sites like Meta and In-

stagram every day suggests that more 
moderators — or improved methods of 
moderation — are needed. 

If we want to prevent some of the 
worst mental health effects of Facebook 
and Instagram, content that creates 
these negative effects — like suicide and 
self harm content, pro-anorexia content 
and hate-speech — needs to be removed. 
With how stressful the content modera-
tion job currently is, I don’t believe the 
system is sustainable; and yet, these jobs 
are needed to create and maintain a safe 
social media by eliminating triggering 
content and misinformation.

Unfortunately, it does not appear 
that automated moderation is close to 
being able to efficiently and accurately 
perform moderation either. The pro-
gramming and training of automated 
moderators is going to take more people 
viewing harmful content in the short-
term, and it's unclear when, if ever, au-
tomated moderation will be able to ac-
count for the context that is so essential 
in determining if something is hateful 
or misinformation. 

In addition, automated moderators 
are still inaccurate when flagging vio-
lent or self harm related content. They 
are not anywhere close to where they 
need to be for widespread use and im-
plementation. 

In the meantime, it is necessary that 
social media companies improve the 
working conditions, pay, visibility and 
protections of moderators so that their 
capacity to safely hire and retain these 
necessary employees can grow. If these 
sites are going to be safe for teenagers, 
effective content moderation is the bare 
minimum.

The APA has released a list of rec-
ommended actions parents can take to 
protect their children from the negative 
mental health effects of social media. 

These actions include encouraging 
kids to use social media for social sup-
port, companionship, and emotional 
intimacy, teaching kids to avoid, report 
and block content relating to self-harm, 
eating disorders and hate, teaching kids 

to not compare their appearances to the 
people they see online, routine screen-
ing for social media dependency, lim-
iting screen time and night-time use of 
social media, training in social media 
literacy and some monitoring or discus-
sion about what kids are seeing online. 

While these are excellent ideas, I 
don’t think the burden of education on 
this topic should stop at parents. I be-
lieve schools should work conversations 
and lessons about social media into 
their curriculum. Almost all of these 
steps can be integrated into classrooms. 
Schools are already places where im-
portant emotional and social skills are 
learned, and many teachers take time to 
explicitly help kids develop these skills. 

Social media is here to stay, and kids 
need as many opportunities as possi-
ble to learn safe social media usage. By 
pushing safe social media practices in 
the classroom as well as at home, kids 
who may miss out on lessons in either 
one of these places can learn in the oth-
er. 

These lessons could include social 
media literacy that helps teens spot mis-
information and manipulative content, 
educating about boundaries that could 
help prevent dependency — like turning 
off notifications, setting a time limit — 
and helping people spot content pulling 
them into depressive or other negative 
spaces, along with drilling in a regimen 
of avoid, report, block for content that 
does encourage self harm, pro-anorex-
ia or suicide. Additional educational 
places like daycares, youth groups, clubs 
and libraries should also talk about and 
encourage these practices when they are 
able. 

The more opportunities kids have 
to learn about and discuss social me-
dia, the more chances we have to help 
prevent them from incurring the neg-
ative mental effects associated with its 
use. While it's impossible to know how 
effective these lessons would be, open-
ing a conversation as a society and ex-
perimenting with solutions is where we 
need to start.

Meta's latest scandal

By ZAYNAB JEBUR

Science/International Editor

jebur01@allegheny.edu

On Oct. 16 an Arab-American of Pales-

tinian origin who was only 6 years old 

was stabbed to death by his own landlord 

because he was Arab. He was targeted for 

a tragedy he did not commit only because 

he was from the same place as somebody 

else. In the eyes of the man who mur-

dered him, he’s just as guilty of attacking 

anything associated with the West. It is 

the same sentiment that motivated the 

hate crimes against Arabs post-9/11.

As conflict ensues in the Middle East, 

I feel targeted here in the United States. 

I am seen as and I identify as an Ar-

ab-American and the “Arab” part is es-

pecially emphasized when any tragedy 

orchestrated by Arabs or even Muslims 

happens anywhere. Somehow, we are all 

to be blamed for the actions of a few.

When an attack on anything aligned 

with the West is orchestrated by Arab 

individuals, we are targeted as an entire 

group. We are labeled as savages who 

want nothing more than to terrorize any-

one who is not just like us. By “us,” I mean 

the entire population of Arab-Muslims 

around the world who are seen as unable 

to comprehend people having different 

beliefs than them. The problem with this 

definition is that it is not true at all. 

Arabs are people who are like every-

one else and their concerns in life are not 

based on how many non-Muslims there 

are. Their concerns are their children, 

job, health, etc. They are worried about 

the same things everyone else is. 

The problem with defining the Arab 

individual who’s been depicted as very 

different from a white person is that, in 

order to give them back their humanity, 

I have to say they are the same. Life is of 

course different in different places. The 

set of values that exist in Arab countries is 

different from America because it’s based 

on tribal heritage and Islam. 

We are seen as primitive people who 

would never know the meaning of sophis-

tication on our own. It is only when we 

let colonizers invade our land and attach 

their model of society and government 

on us, then we are recognized as people 

as well. But that is not even concrete, be-

cause when any Arab commits a violent 

act on a major platform, we revert back 

to Arab, no longer American. 

I was born and raised in the United 

States and know English much better 

than I do Arabic. I feel very comfort-

able existing in a Western society. I know 

American culture, how the government 

works and the overall lifestyle the best. If 

you asked me what my national anthem 

was, I would say the “Star-Spangled Ban-

ner.”

I do not have a problem with calling 

myself an American; the problem I have 

is when my right to claim the American 

part in “Arab-American” seems to con-

stantly change. When Hamas did what 

they did in Israel and the media report-

ed on it, I kept seeing the same cruel ad-

jectives over and over again used to de-

scribe not just Hamas, but all Arabs. The 

Western mindset cannot recognize us as 

our own people capable of anything that 

Americans are capable of.  

Crimes like these happen because of 

ignorance and blind language. If we are 

labeled as all bad in the news because of 

the lack to distinguish us as individuals, 

why should someone assume otherwise? 

It would be much easier and acceptable 

to do that. How Americans view Arabs is 

not something that is challenged, so peo-

ple do not see a reason to change. 

For a long time, a person’s understand-

ing of Arabs was based off the stereotypes 

depicted in media like Disney’s Aladdin, 

which included in its original version of 

“Arabian Nights” the line, “Where they 

cut off your ear / If they don't like your 

face / It's barbaric, but hey, it's home.” 

From that, people would assume violence 

plays a big part in life in the Middle East 

so much so that cutting off an ear is nor-

mal. Further, the merchant was going to 

cut off Princess Jasmine’s hand when she 

gave the little boy an apple without pay-

ing for it.

The solution towards fixing this igno-

rance problem will take time because it 

would mean a shift in the western per-

spective of what the Middle East is. It is 

not a place that requires all the attention 

of the world because it is an ill-behaved 

toddler, it is a place like anywhere else 

that has its good, bad and ugly. It is made 

up of numerous religions besides Islam 

and ethnicities beside Arab that can co-

exist.

I don't think the burden of education on this topic should stop 
at parents. I believe schools should work on conversations and 
lessons about social media into their curriculum."

— JANE GRABOWSKI
Class of 2024

Being an Arab-American right now

What effect has Facebook had on mental health?



November 10, 2023 5The Campus[SCIENCE]AlleghenyCampus.com

Annual Women in STEM Conference held on Nov. 5

A Crossword about Science

Across
3. This rover recently hit 4,000 “sols” on Mars
4. Hall that hosted a conference on Women in 
STEM on Sunday
5. CEO of Optical Filters
6. An eclipse will cover much of the US in this 
month of 2024
8. A growing number of this age group are be-
ing diagnosed with syphilis. 
9. Meadville firm that produces screens and dis-
plays.
10. Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.

Down
1. This state voted to legalize recreational marijuana on 
Tuesday
2. The Euclid telescope was built on this continent.
4. A possible result of UV radiation hitting the eyes.
7. Oxygen was recently discovred on this Inner Planet.
8. International Standardization Organization, for short.

Across
3. Curiosity, 4. Carr, 5. Dent, 6. April, 8. Infants,
9. OpticalFilters, 10. STEM
Down
1. Ohio, 2. Europe, 4. Cataracts, 7. Venus, 8. ISO

Answer Key

Eclipse Glasses: What you need to know before April
By ZAYNAB JEBUR

Science/International Editor

jebur01@allegheny.edu

Skies from the South Pacific to northwestern 

Pennsylvania will darken due to a total solar 

eclipse on April 8, 2024.

With just under five months to go, 

eclipse-watching fans have plenty of time to 

prepare for the event by acquiring a pair of 

eclipse glasses.

The purpose of eclipse glasses is pretty 

simple; they only let through a small fraction 

of light — enough to see the moon cover the 

sun, but not enough to do any damage.

The glasses are certified by the Interna-

tional Standardization Organization, which 

sets guidelines for everything from camera 

speeds to anti-bribery measures.

“It’s not against the law to have glasses that 

would not meet this standardization — ISO 

12312-2 — but it would be inadvisable not to 

use that kind of solar filter because it would 

be dangerous to your eye,” said Associate 

Professor of Physics Jamie Lombardi. “The 

basic idea is to protect you from the light so 

you that you don’t have retinal damage.”

Lombardi added that ultraviolet light 

from the sun can cause cataracts, a medical 

condition where one’s eyes and vision blur 

and become cloudy.

The solar film on the glasses only allows a 

little light to get through, so when worn in-

side under fluorescent light, you see nothing.

“One out of every hundred thousand or 

so photons gets through — it might be one 

out of every hundred thousand or one of ev-

ery million depending on the manufacturer 

of the solar filter,” Lombardi said. “It’s only 

when you’re looking at something extreme-

ly bright like the sun that you would get any 

amount of significant light coming through 

at all.”

By ZAYNAB JEBUR

Science/International Editor

jebur01@allegheny.edu

Carr Hall hosted the annual 

Women in STEM conference 

on Sunday, Nov. 5. The event 

lasted all day from 9 am and 

ended at 6:30 pm. 

The event was organized 

by Emma Cartney, ’24, and 

Emma Chambers, ’24, who 

are members of the Society of 

Physics Students. The confer-

ence used to be more about 

women in physics, but now 

it has changed to interest a 

broader audience. 

“My biggest goal is hon-

estly visibility of all the cool 

things women can do in 

STEM and being able to hear 

from people at many parts in 

their career,” Cartney said.

After registration and 

breakfast in the lobby, the 

attendees got to hear about 

Fulya Kiroglu’s research as 

an astrophysics Ph.D student 

at Northwestern University. 

They also had an opportunity 

to ask her questions.

Then they got to hear from 

keynote speaker Nicola Dent, 

the CEO of Optical Filters, 

a Meadville-based compa-

ny that designs and manu-

factures touchscreens and 

displays. Dent discussed her 

experience in business prior 

to her current work and what 

her company does. 

“When we pull from other 

groups on campus we raise 

awareness and help these 

women through like going 

to grad school, things that 

they might not usually get 

information on,” Chambers 

said. “Seeing other people in 

the industry and how suc-

cessful they are, especially 

Nicola Dent, that was such 

a great talk, and it was really 

eye-opening for me and ev-

eryone else to see all the pos-

sibilities. It’s not always limit-

ed to grad school or industry, 

it’s not limited to those things, 

it’s to just spread awareness of 

options that women have that 

aren’t always communicated 

to them.” 

From 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m., attendees got to hear 

from a panel of STEM Allegh-

eny alumni.

After lunch, there was a 

poster session where Cartney, 

Chambers, Alexis Pleskov-

itch, ’23, and Danielle Savel-

lano, ’25, presented their re-

search in the lobby. 

At 3 p.m., Juliana Sebolt, 

’20, talked about her research 

as a physics Ph.D school stu-

dent at the University of Pitts-

burgh. 

At 3:30 p.m. Pleskovitch 

presented on how important 

female and queer representa-

tion is in STEM because the 

automatic image of a scientist 

is a male. 

“I think it’s very important 

for women to go to different 

conferences because it’s a very 

male-dominated area and so 

I think it’s very important for 

women to go out and learn 

more,” said Anne Moise, ’26. 

“I think it’s really nice and the 

second thing that we did with 

the CEO of Optic Filters, I re-

ally enjoyed that one. I really 

looked forward to hearing 

the alumni panel talk about 

graduate school and how they 

found their program.”

Then the attendees got to 

decorate the tote bags they re-

ceived in the morning. 

At 4:30 p.m., Beth Hudak 

spoke over Zoom about her 

journey from undergraduate 

studies to her current job in 

the Naval Research Laborato-

ry. She discussed what work-

ing there is like and answered 

any questions the attendees 

had. 

After dinner was the final 

event was a panel of under-

graduate students who dis-

cussed their college journey 

so far, their future plans, and 

any advice they had. 

“I’ve always been interest-

ed in the sciences and I want 

to be surrounded by that cul-

ture of women in the work-

force,” Savellano said. “When 

I was growing up, the fields 

that were the most prominent 

in my country were medicine 

and engineering and they 

were considered to be, at least 

in my family, the best way for 

academic and career success, 

but here were some points 

where people would say it’s 

not meant for a woman. Es-

pecially in my country where 

it was a very male-dominated 

space.”

I’ve always been interested in the sciences 
and I want to be surrounded by that culture of 
women in the workforce.” 

—DANIELLE SAVELLANO 
Class of 2025

ZAYNAB JEBUR/THE CAMPUS
Charles Gibson, ‘25, Astronomy Club 
co-president, poses with a pair of eclipse 
glasses.
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Comedy Column
By JOSEPH KLEPEIS

Staff  Writer
klepeis01@allegheny.edu

The House of Represen-
tatives has finally chosen 
Mike Johnson to be the new 
speaker. After taking so long 
he must be a phenomenal 
person, right? 

There’s no possibility he’s 
anti-abortion rights, against 
same-sex marriages, or a 
2020 election denier, or that 
he’s a younger, less-known 
version of Jim Jordan dis-
guised as a polite Southern 
gentleman. Surely such a 
divisive figure wouldn’t be 
thrust into the speakership?

Scottish tennis star Andy 
Murray, 36,  told the BBC he 
is “not enjoying” his tennis 
after a loss to 24-year-old 
Australian Alex de Minaur 
at the Paris Masters. Mur-
ray has faced de Minaur six 
times and has never beaten 
him. My advice to Murray is 
simple: Stop playing de Min-
aur and I bet you’ll feel a lot 
better. 

The BBC reports that 
Welsh duo Filkin’s Drift have 
been walking around Wales, 
performing nearly 50 shows 
in local pubs. 

They’ve walked over 870 
miles with their instruments 
on their backs. They were 
inspired by Beyoncé and her 
use of private jets compared 
to Chris Martin of Coldplay 
fame who simply took the 
train. The duo decided to 
take the idea of sustainabil-

ity to the extreme. 
A fantastic idea and even 

better message to be send-
ing, but I still think “I’m 
Gonna Be (500 Miles)” by 
The Proclaimers is a better 
song than the yet-to-be-seen 
“I’m Gonna Be (870 Miles)” 
by Filkin’s Drift. 

The HundrED Innova-
tion Summit 2023 in Hel-
sinki has invited Crawford 
Central School District Su-
perintendent Tom Washing-
ton to speak at the confer-
ence, the Meadville Tribune 
reported on Oct. 31.

“It’s amazing that we were 
even invited,” Washington 
said last week regarding the 
conference. “It’s great pub-
licity for Crawford Central 
School District.”

I’ve been looking for ways 
to increase the school dis-
trict’s popularity in Finland. 
Glad to hear we finally found 
a way to do it.

The Apollo Maennerchor 
Club in Sharon — around 50 
miles southwest of Meadville 
— is haunted. Digital Para-
normal Investigations came 
to the conclusion after a 
nighttime search of the club 
on Oct. 27, according to the 
Meadville Tribune.

Thankfully the team 
found no evidence of 
headless apparitions or 
blood-curdling screams. All 
the apparitions had proper 
heads and the screams could 
be defined as milk-curdling 
at best.

Club Manager Jeff Zol-

nier and his daughter were 
cleaning the bar downstairs 
one night, when suddenly 
music began playing in the 
upstairs hall. Upon reaching 
the hall, the music stopped. 
Have we considered the 
ghosts just didn’t want Zol-
nier and his daughter to in-
terrupt their dance party?

Salon reports that Vir-
ginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s 
election team admitted to 
having mistakenly removed 
roughly 3,400 voters from 
the state’s voter rolls ahead 
of the upcoming general 
election. I’m sure this was an 
honest mistake. The original 
number that needed remov-
al was 270. You know how 
math goes; one, two, skip a 
few, 3,400. This was in no 
way, shape or form an in-
fringement on constitutional 
rights of American citizens 
— that couldn’t possibly be, 
could it?

Kimberly Garcia of Team 
Peru thought she had bro-
ken the world record in the 
20 km race walk at the 2023 
Pan American Games. Un-
fortunately for Garcia, the 
course was measured incor-
rectly, being around three 
km (1.86 miles) short, ac-
cording to CNN. In other, 
unrelated news, the organiz-
ers of the event were given a 
gold medal for the quickest 
and most hastily set up race. 
Our condolences to Garcia 
and congratulations to the 
organizers of the games.

By SAMI MIRZA

Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

Kirsten Peterson is no strang-
er to Allegheny College. She 
graduated twice — in 1978 
with her bachelor’s and again 
in 1987 with a master’s in ed-
ucation — and has taught as 
a lab instructor for organic 
chemistry. Today, she works 
from room 261 in the Maytum 
Center for Student Success as 
the college’s senior assistant 
dean of student success for 
health professions advising.

Peterson’s work focuses on 
advising pre-health students, 
which she said extends far be-
yond students looking to be 
neurosurgeons.

“That includes medical 
school, but it also includes 
all of the other health pro-
fessions: dentistry, veterinary 
medicine, PT/OT, athletic 
training, it just goes on,” Pe-
terson said. “Nursing’s actual-
ly a big one right now, physi-
cian’s assistant.”

This advice typically fo-
cuses on what individual 
students need to graduate — 
both classroom requirements 
and extracurricular work that 
might be required by students’ 
individual fields.

“It’s no big secret what 
courses you need to take,” Pe-
terson said. “But getting expe-
rience, how much — and you 
know, you’ve got people like a 
pre-physician assistant, folks 
who, depending on where 

they apply, need up to 2,000 
hours of clinical experience. 
And on the other end, you’ve 
got pre-med students — if 
they have 2,000 hours, that’s 
great, but they don’t need that. 
You need a somewhat differ-
ent cluster of experiences.”

For first-years, sopho-
mores and juniors, Peterson 
said her advice is mostly fo-
cused on planning out classes, 
internships and other experi-
ences. Seniors, on the other 
hand, are more focused on job 
and graduate school applica-
tions, so her work with them 
includes planning how many 
schools to reach out to and re-
viewing personal statements 
for applications.

“I really like that part of 
it,” Peterson said of personal 
statements. “It’s fun; you get 
to help somebody identify 
themselves.”

For students not already 
on the pre-health track but in-
terested in the field, Peterson 
said that there were many dif-
ferent ways to complete their 
studies, even beyond college. 

“There are actually 
post-baccalaureate programs 
that are specifically for people 
who set out to do something 
completely different and have 
now decided medicine is the 
route they want to take,” Pe-
terson said.

In general, Peterson en-
couraged students to engage 
with books and pointed out 
that around a quarter of the 

Medical College Admission 
Test — or MCAT, used in 
medical school admissions 
— tests verbal reasoning and 
reading comprehension.

“Communication — even 
if you don’t think you’re good 
at it or you don’t like doing 
it — it’s a skill that you just 
have to have,” Peterson said. 
“You really need to be able to 
communicate no matter what 
you’re going into, including 
math, and engineering and 
physics and economics, and 
all that kind of stuff.”

Peterson also encouraged 
students to move beyond the 
classroom and look at intern-
ships and jobs.

“Get experience in what-
ever it is you think you want 
to do, because you might dis-
cover that it is really very dif-
ferent than what you thought 
it was,” Peterson said. “If you 
do enjoy it, it helps you keep 
going when the going gets 
tough.”

At the end of the day, Pe-
terson said she enjoys work-
ing with Allegheny’s pre-
health students.

“My colleagues at other 
schools either have parents 
that are over involved, have 
students who are super com-
petitive and just not always 
that nice to work with,” Pe-
terson said. “I kind of like the 
student body that we have, 
which is collaborative and 
generally has a good sense of 
humor.”

By THE NAVIGATORS

What is one piece of advice 

you’d give to those who wish 

to take a language or more 

specifically a Spanish class 

at Allegheny? 

Be active in class and don’t 

be afraid to speak as making 

mistakes is part of the process 

of learning a new language.  

In addition, use all resources 

available on campus for lan-

guage learners: attend profes-

sors’ office hours, visit teach-

ing assistants during the office 

hours, go to the language 

tables; but also watch series 

and movies in the language 

you are studying; and listen to 

songs in that language as of-

ten as you can.   

What made you fall in love 

with teaching a language?

The energy the teaching 

situation creates. It’s like be-

ing in a play everyday; it can 

be exhausting but I find it 

very stimulating when I see 

progress in my students’ ac-

quisition of the language. 

Knowing that I am help-

ing others to learn is also a 

big factor in enjoying my job.  

Teaching is what I wanted to 

do since I was in college; it’s a 

great job if you like interact-

ing with people and continu-

ing to learn about any subject.    

What has your career jour-
ney looked like? What is 
one piece of advice you’d 
give to your past self?

I began to teach in mid-
dle school in the 1980s, then 
taught in high school in the 
early 1990s, and after my 
moving to the States in 1993, 
where I was hired to teach in 
a high school in Virginia for 
one year, starting in 1994 at 
colleges.

I fell in love with languages 
when I was a teen. I was born 
in a Caribbean island with a 
large number of  immigrants 
(Arabs, Italian, Portuguese, 
etc). I majored in languages 
and education in college.  

When I came to the States, 
I went to graduate school and 
got a master’s and doctorate 
in Spanish. My whole life re-
volves around international 
and national cultures.

If I could give advice to my 
past self I would encourage 
him to study abroad, ideally 
in several countries and dif-
ferent languages, something 
that was not possible for me 
to do when I went to college.  
I also would recommend him 
to explore the possibilities 
of working abroad in a job 
where you would be expected 
to interact with people.

Anything you want students 

at Allegheny to know about 

you, your department, or 

anything else?

I would like Allegheny stu-

dents to know that although 

World Languages and Cul-

tures is a small department, 

we are mighty in our  will-

ingness to serve them.  I have 

had the privilege of observing 

classes by several of my cur-

rent colleagues; they are ter-

rific teachers. You are going 

to learn to speak a language 

from day 1 and you are going 

to become familiar with cul-

tures where that language is 

spoken.  I assure you you will 

become a more open person 

and more curious about the 

world. 

NaviGator Spotlights
Advice from Prof. Wilfredo HernandezMeet Assistant Dean Kirsten Peterson

HERNANDEZ

Trigger Warning: this story 
contains mention of sexual 
assault

“I noticed that it was 
something that they did there 
and it sounded very inter-
esting so I wanted to bring it 
here,” Morales said. “I hope it 
makes it easier for people to 
vocalize what their needs are 
and to feel less stigmatized 
in talking about it and to feel 
like they can explore more of 
themselves in a healthy envi-
ronment.” 

Currently, the committee 
is in its very early stages of 
planning and is seeking fund-
ing from Student Life, accord-
ing to Morales. 

“We’re thinking three to 
four days of programming 
and we would like to have it 
so that in the future, people 
can have like a whole week or 
like a month or whatever they 
would like to do,” Morales 
said. 

Committee Member Mary 
Boepple, ’25, shared where 
her passion for sex education 
comes from. 

“I was raped at 10 and mo-
lested for about 10 years and 
I didn’t know what that was 
because I grew up going to 
Catholic schools where they 
didn’t tell you what sex was,” 
Boepple said. “They just told 
you that if you have sex, you 
get pregnant, you get an STD 
and you die and you go to 
hell.” 

Boepple is currently a so-
cial worker who has worked 
with kids who have experi-
enced similar abuse. Through 
her passion for sex education, 

she wants to give new stu-
dents who may have come 
from sheltered backgrounds 
an opportunity to be a part 
of an open forum where they 
can ask questions without 
judgment.  

“I think it would be great 
for freshmen, I think it’s great 
for people in all classes be-
cause what it does is it gives 
voice to a topic that as a soci-
ety we are more open about,” 
Boepple said. “But we still 
have a lot of work to go when 
it comes to topics about con-
sent, healthy relationships, 
identifying red flags, leaving 
unhealthy relationships and 
most importantly, how to 
move on from negative sexual 
experiences.” 

Through Sex Positive 
Week, the committee is aim-
ing for a holistic approach by 
talking about topics beyond 
sex such as gender and ex-
pression. 

Committee Member 
Christopher Culbertson, ’25, 
shared some brainstorming 
the committee has been dis-
cussing. 

“Some of the ideas that 
we’ve been floating are topics 
like health and wellness and 
like walking around activi-
ties,” Culbertson said. “We’re 
also thinking of discussing 
how to do makeup and stuff, 
education about asexuality 
because that is not something 
that was touched on in my sex 
education and I don’t know if 
that is a universal experience.” 

Additional topics that may 
be featured during the week 
are discussions about body 

image, empowerment, recov-
ery from sexual assaults and 
demonstrating what healthy 
relationships on campus look 
like, according to Culbertson. 

“I think there is a taboo 
to discussing sex, not just at 
Allegheny but just society in 
general,” Culbertson said. “I 
think that if we just talked 
about sex more openly then 
we could help bring down 
some of that stigma and have 
a more healthy and produc-
tive conversation about what 
safe sex looks like.” 

Because Allegheny College 
is a small campus, sex educa-
tion may be a conversation 
that is difficult as there is very 
little anonymity. 

“Just talking about sex is 
hard because everyone here 
knows each other,” Culbert-
son said. “I think it can be 
harder to talk about things 
with people you know. It’s a 
problem across all campus-
es, as sexual assault is a big 
thing we are worried about, 
so we just want to create a 
tighter-knit community here 
where people are comfortable 
finding resources to get help.” 

In the committee’s future 
planning, they want to collab-
orate with other organizations 
such as the All Gender Equity 
Society, Why Not Us?, Wom-
en in Business and others that 
surround similar issues they 
want to present. 

“We want to make sex ed-
ucation something that feels 
safe, destigmatize it, make it 
more accessible to people,” 
Morales said.

SEX from page 1



November 10, 2023AlleghenyCampus.com 7The Campus
[FEATURES]

By PAIGE KAGENI
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kageni01@allegheny.edu

A sturdy, metal box sits leisurely in 
the Office of Marketing and Com-
munication waiting patiently for its 
relocation to the Allegheny Archives. 
It is the newly-excavated Caflisch 
Time Capsule, discovered during the 
demolition of Caflisch Hall, which 
used to house upperclassmen and 
was known for its complex layout 
and floor plans.

Now, after the dust has settled, 
the capsule begins another life un-
earthed; open for its contents to tell 
the story of another time. While 
the contents of the capsule are to be 
admired, the case being intact after 
surviving a building demolition is a 
marvel in itself. Nearly 100 years old 
to the date it was open, papers in-

side record Meadville and Allegheny 
College events from June to October 
1928. 

It also comes complete with 
building plans for Caflisch and Arter 
Hall, Meadville city meeting min-
utes, and a 1927-28 catalog for the 
Allegheny acaademic year. The Tri-
bune Republican, a local Meadville 
publication, even states the weather 
for Oct. 27, 1928; “Slightly warmer 
today, rain tonight; fair sun.”

Included are four issues of The 
Campus, dating back to 1928, detail-
ing stories, events and happenings 
at Allegheny. In the edition from 
Oct. 10, the reader is introduced to 
some new friendly faces within the 
faculty. “Careers and experiences of 
new members are quite interesting,” 
the story says as it introduces Anna 
Schafheitlin, an associate professor 
of German, and Horace Lavely, an 

assistant professor of philosophy 
and education and 1912 graduate of 
Allegheny College.

The issue also details the proposal 
of a campus bookstore by Professor 
Emeritus of English Stanley S. Swart-
ley. He noted the lack of enthusiasm 
students had when it came to reading 
and named some favorite pastimes 
of 1920s college students; objects 
like a “talking machine, a radio set, 
ill-assorted pictures and photo sets, 
college pillows and a pitiably small 
row of dull, drab textbooks” taking 
up the time of students shares some 
comical similarities to the pastimes 
of students today. This just goes to 
show as much as things change, the 
more they stay the same in some way 
or another.

Another story features a student 
raving about the newly implemented 
dishware to the campus dining halls.

“Then, again, these dishes are 
thick, let alone hard and stony, 
and won’t break,” the student said. 
“When a fellow goes to knife a steak, 
even if he does make a bad slip and 
the dish falls to the floor, it won’t 
break.”

The Tribune Republican also de-
tailed international relations and 
news from other media outlets. An 
Associated Press story recounts 
statements from then-U.K Prime 
Minister Stanley Baldwin amidst 
accusations of trying to outperform 
the U.S Navy.

Another story commemorates 
the events of a birthday celebra-
tion for 26th U.S President Theo-
dore Roosevelt at his gravesite, who 
would have turned 70 that year.

The economic differences can 
also be seen in this paper’s adver-

tisement section, with one setting 
the price of a six-bedroom house at 
$8,500.  

In addition to the many stories 
and anecdotes from the newspapers, 
there also were three significant 
booklets; one that kept the minutes 
of a Meadville city annual meeting 
from June 11, 1928, a Allegheny 
charter from 1923, and a catalogue 
of Allegheny from the 1927-28 
school year.

The Allegheny catalogue provid-
ed a description and inventory of 
the Reis Library, which had been in 
operation for over 25 years at that 
time. The building is noted for its 
Italian Renaissance style and terra-
cotta trimmings, but the catalogue 
explained that extensive repairs had 
taken place in the past year. The li-
brary boasted a collection of 70,000 
books and was described as “for 
many years, the best west of the Al-
leghenies.”

Some of the courses listed for 
the school year included Advanced 

Latin Composition — specifically 
aimed toward graduate students — 
Roman History, Topography and 
Architecture, and Mathematics of 
Finance. 

Time travel as we know it is im-
possible even with the scientific ad-
vancements we have today. However, 
with this time capsule, a small sliver 
of the past has been preserved for us 
to examine. We can travel through 
time to reflect on the world that we 
once inhabited for all its flaws and 
triumphs.

Whether it be celebrating the new 
addition of sturdier dinner plates in 
dining halls or congratulating new 
staff members on their induction to 
Allegheny College faculty, we can 
also recognize how similar our lives 
are to the people who came before 
us. Because of the discovery of the 
capsule under Caflisch Hall, the lives 
of the individuals who inhabited the 
same halls students, staff and faculty 
walk through today can be remem-
bered once more. 

Time capsule discovered in rubble of Caflisch Hall

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
A copy of the original blueprints for Caflisch Hall, next to a copy of 
The Campus from June 1928.

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
The Caflisch Time Capsule is currently being held in the 454 House 
with the college’s Office of Marketing and Communication.

AGESAGES  holdsholds “ “GenderGender  AffirmingAffirming  ClosetCloset” ” eventevent
By SAM HEILMANN

Opinion Editor

heilmann01@allegheny.edu

On Saturday, Nov. 4, a line of 

tables in the Schultz East Alcove 

featured an array of neatly-folded 

clothing organized by size. In the 

center of one of the tables was a se-

lection of binder tops as well as a 

stack of canvas tote bags for attend-

ees to use while shopping. The event, 

a gender-affirming closet hosted by 

All Gender Equity Society, was free 

and open to all students, from 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Attendees could bring 

clothing of their own to donate or to 

take what they wanted from the se-

lection.

AGES President Cam Lesher, ’24, 

said that the closet event helps to ful-

fill the mission of AGES in providing 

accessible outlets for gender expres-

sion while remaining a resource for 

the broader campus community.

“I think that one, it fits within our 

mission for providing an exploration 

of gender expression and gender 

identity,” Lesher said. “But also, there 

are lots of students on this campus 

that might not have the opportunity 

to go shopping for clothes or might 

not have the ability to get things that 

are warmer for the winter.”

AGES hosted a similar closet 

event last semester at French Creek 

Coffee and Tea in Meadville and was 

in partnership with the Crawford 

County Mental Health Awareness 

Program. In addition to CHAPS, 

AGES has collaborated with a num-

ber of clubs on campus to bring the 
closet event to students, including 

the college chapter of the United 

States Institute for Theatre Technol-

ogy and Students for Environmental 

Action.

“We’re looking forward to more 

collaborations,” Lesher said. “I’m 

just always nervous to set up collab-

orations if we aren’t going to have a 

decent attendance.”

Attendance at Saturday’s closet 

event was minimal, but Lesher ex-

plained that there are a number of 

reasons why the event would turn 

out low numbers, despite students 

voicing a high level of interest.

“I feel like sometimes people are 

a little nervous about coming in be-

cause they don’t want to do it around 

a lot of people, or they’re just busy 

during the times that we normal-

ly meet, or when we organize the 

events,” Lesher said. “So we’re go-

ing to continue doing them, but we 

might change the ways in which we 

do them or the times that we do it.”

People filtered in and out of the 

event throughout the day, and a 

significant amount of clothing was 

gone by 1 p.m. Lesher suggested in 

an interview earlier that day that the 

wide variety of clothing would hope-

fully help students find something 

that matches what they are looking 

to express. 

“I’m really happy because we 

keep getting a lot more clothes, a lot 

of different kinds of expression, and 

we have a decent size range,” Lesher 

said.

One of the attendees was August 

McCannon, ’25, who has worked 

with AGES in the past as a board 

member and was excited to see vari-

ety in the clothing options.

“It’s nice that there’s an event 

where people can come get clothing 

that is gender affirming,” McCannon 

said. 

Lesher said that AGES is looking 

to have at least one more closet event 

next semester, and that the future of 

the event and the club as a whole is 

up in the air given how many seniors 

are on board. 

“I plan to at least have one at the 

start or beginning of next semester,” 

Lesher said. “I might move over to 

doing some sort of form that some-

one can submit and then we’ll just 

organize a private time for them to 

go through things.”

SAM HEILMANN/THE CAMPUS
AGES President Cam Lesher, ’24, (left) speaks with Noelle Mertz-Bruce, ’23, during the Gender Affirm-
ing Closet event hosted by AGES.

SAM HEILMANN/THE CAMPUS
Some of the clothes available at AGES’ Gender-Affirming Closet on 
Saturday, Nov. 4.
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The Allegheny men’s basket-

ball team has a new face at 

the helm, but expectations are 

still high after making it to 

the Presidents’ Athletic Con-

ference Championship a sea-

son ago. With the new season 

here, Head Coach Josh Cle-

mens said he is ready for the 

opportunity.

“I’m very excited,” Clem-

ens said. “Coming off a great 

season last year, we hope to 

continue that. It’s a strong 

group expecting to be pretty 

good.”

Clemens spent the last 

decade at Paul Smith’s Col-

lege in New York. Working 

as a student-athlete, assistant 

and then head coach with 

the Bobcats, Clemens comes 

in with experience, and Ath-

letic Director Bill Ross stated 

during a press release in late 

August that the college is for-

tunate to have a quality coach 

lead the team this year.

Allegheny is off to a tough 

start, however, dropping 

their first game of the sea-

son against Fredonia 112-97. 

Leading the way for the Blue 

and Gold was Ryan Lang, ’26, 

with 20 points. Despite six 

Gators putting up double fig-

ures in the point department, 

the Blue Devils shot a marvel-

ous 67.7% from the floor, in-

cluding going 12-of-18 from 

deep to give them the edge.

If Allegheny wants to be 

successful this year, it will 

have to be without Caden 

Hinckley, ’23. The former All-

PAC center inked a deal with 

A.S.D. Canusium Basket, a 

Serie C club under the um-

brella of Federazione Italiana 

Pallacanestro, in Italy during 

the offseason. He was instru-

mental to both sides of the 

ball last year for the Gators, 

and was named the confer-

ence’s Defensive Player of the 

Year. But, the team is looking 

ahead to create something 

new for this campaign. 

“We don’t need a super-

star,” Clemens said. “Last year 

they had a great group of guys 

that was led by someone with 

the defensive capability of Ca-

den. This year we’re going to 

ask to be by committee — it’s 

any given night.” 

Despite losing one of their 

impact players, Allegheny is 

still bringing back loads of 

talent. Four of the five starters 

from the 2022-23 season will 

make their return, and the 

team is led by five seniors who 

have established a veteran 

presence in the locker room. 

One of the upperclassmen 

includes Andre Wilder, ’24, 

who was named as an All-

PAC player last year. Wilder 

burst onto the scenea year ago, 

becoming a regular starter. 

Averaging over 15 points and 

almost nine rebounds a game 

during his junior stint, Wild-

er’s rousing abilities helped 

account for the Gators to lead 

the PAC and represent the top 

25 throughout all of Division 

III basketball in scoring. 

In addition, they brought 

in another six-foot eight-inch 

talent in Zion Barksdale, ’27. 

A local product, Barksdale 

grew up in Meadville and at-

tended Cathedral Prep High 

School off the corner of West 

10th St. in Erie. While he is 

still young, the rookie is look-

ing to give a sprinkle of home-

town magic to the team.

“One of the OG’s, I like to 

call them the old guys from 

Meadville, yesterday told me 

the neighborhood is behind 

me,” Barksdale said. “They’re 

rooting for me. It just means a 

lot to know that I have my city 

supporting me and I’m going 

to do whatever I can do.”

The first four contests of 

the year are on the road. Al-

legheny will head north this 

weekend to compete in the 

Hawks Against Hunger Tip-

Off Tournament, before tak-

ing on Grove City in the Wol-

verines’ den on Nov. 15. Their 

first minutes of action in the 

friendly confines of James 

H. Mullen Jr. Arena will take 

place on Nov. 21 at 8 p.m. as 

the Gators match wits and 

lock horns with the Bethany 

Bison.

Last year, Allegheny led 

the conference in attendance 

inclduing during the playoff 

run they put together. One 

can expect the bedlam fans 

encompassed last year to be 

fruitful once again. 

The culture of this team 

has been growing, and the tra-

dition of winning that Allegh-

eny has fostered throughout 

its history has come storming 

back with the groundwork 

laid down by former head 

coach Bob Simmons. 

Clemens said that it is easy 

to have a good culture when 

the team is winning. His em-

phasis this year is how the 

Gators will handle the lows. 

Mistakes are a part of the 

game, and making sure they 

do not compound in order to 

get back on good runs will be 

crucial. 

The success Allegheny 

found a season ago has not 

been prevalent in recent 

times. The Gators put togeth-

er its first 20-win season last 

year since the 1997-98 tri-

al, and it was just their third 

season above the .500 marker 

this century.

The leaps and bounds of 

improvement showcased 

what this team is capable of. 

The overall picture is bright, 

and Allegheny has their sights 

set on one target.

“Our team goals haven’t 

changed much from last year,” 

Lang said. “We want to get 

back to the championship and 

get a win in that game.”

Men’s basketball looking to build on last year

Photo courtesy of Ed Mailliard
Grove City invites Allegheny to join them in prayer before the two teams battle in the 
first round of the PAC playoffs.

Volleyball moves on in PAC Playoffs
By KYLE CHANDLER

Sports Editor

chandler01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny women’s vol-
leyball team took advantage 
of their home court playoff 
duel versus the Grove City 
Wolverines on Tuesday, Nov. 
7, defeating their conference 
foe 3-1 in the Presidents’ 
Athletic Conference playoffs 
quarterfinal round. 

The Gators got out to a 
quick 2-0 set advantage to 
put themselves in a favorable 

position. From the get-go the 
Gators looked ready for post-
season volleyball, scoring the 
first five points of the match 
including a pair of aces from 
Izzy Gray, ’26. The Allegheny 
lead grew to as much as 10 be-
fore closing out set one with a 
25-18 victory. 

In set two the Gators fell 
behind early, but battled back 
to gain a slight 10-8 advan-
tage. Once having the lead 
they did not lose it and won 
by a score of 25-21.

Allegheny came out with 

a vengance after dropping 
the third set, and in their 
fourth go-around the Gators 
jumped on the Wolverines to 
get ahead 6-3. They then went 
on a 9-0 run to burst the game 
open and closed it out by win-
ning 25-19, sealing the match 
victory.

The Gators next face the 
Bethany Bison on Thursday, 
Nov. 9, at 7 p.m., after press 
time. If the Gators win, they 
will have a shot at taking 
home the PAC Championship 
on Saturday, Nov. 11.

Photos courtesy of Ed Mailliard

Photo courtesy of Ed Mailliard
The Allegheny men’s basketball team for the 2023-24 season.

Our team goals haven’t changed much 
from last year. We want to get back to the 
championship and get a win in that game.” 

—RYAN LANG
Class of 2026
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