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Mr® Waldo Linceln, | ies.
Anerican Antiquarian Seciety, o P
Vorcester, Mass. o B S i

My dear Mp. Lincolnt

Thank you very much for your lnw
of December 29, answering my inquiry abeut Virginia Jeohn.

Imgladmughmtyourbooxutomum :
You m:y fut me down for a copy, and I hope you will write m
name in it.

. As to the size of the edition, I should not mztm to
say 300 copies. The interest in the Lincoln genealogy is
inoreasing and both public libraries and private emﬂton -e
making mors and more demands. It seems to me 300 is & limited
number for a book of the value that I feel yours will be, and I
hope that you will not make it less. When it is ready I lw Hkt
to give you the names of a few people that I think might mﬁ &h

Some time ago we had a little correspondence Mt m
reliability of Denis Hanks as a witness. Since wpiting thas I hﬂl
come acrose in some old correspondence « correspondence dating M '
to the time that I wrote me Life of Linceln « a letter of Samuel -
Schackelford's, written to L. &. Chittendon, under date of Margh
1, 1896, in which he incorporates a copy of a letter received from
Dmin Hanks in 1888.

In this letter Denis Lanks says: 'm name of Abe
Lincoln's grandmether was lucy Hanks, before she mayried Henyy
Sparrow. Lucy Hanke and Henry Sparrow as man and wife wers mu :
and mether of eight children. Nancy lanks Sparvow was the sscond
child of Henry and Luoy Sparrow. Ghe the above named Nancy Hanks
Sparrow was the mother of Abe lincoln. She looked so muoh like ﬂw
Hanks family, that she always went by the name of Nancy Hanks."

Of course this is a very different story fronm 'hl‘ M
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* Hanks seems ‘to have told K-rndau, oid 5 sdems te show that Lelman

was right when he wrote zm Denis ’me was pitifully weak under
cross ualmtim. /3 :

' Thank you for yaiw pa'umwc tp show me avaz' the vorcester
Library and to let me 100& at yaur pa»m, I am to be in Beston on

the 7th and shall be only too gl‘ad ta f.h\ea you at your word. I
will go over to Wercester on an early train and go directly .to the
Library. I can spend the day, though T am afraid x:ot longer.

0f course I realize that mthing could be more advane
tageous for the piece of work that I have on hand tha~ settling

down in your Seciety rooms, but as A da situated that is ag.t of

the quqstim.

Leoking forward wﬂh twm'rb; and interest to ‘n{.ti\ng .
you in Worcestsr on the 8th, believe me;, my dear ly. Lincoln,

/ Very sincerely yours,

/ //




