been troubled by the knowledge that
sourca material zmiimmimi

2 large oollootitm cr

said to contain ructl on

i 5 his ancestry and mtimate life so dammable that no publi.M

:&‘_ : - dared éq\handle them. That zealous and devoted I-ineuh

Ej; , collector,'llr Emenuel Hertz, has now added to his many :

E services to Lincoln research and interpretation a ut volm A
:g ' llm ‘made up o %3: ocmnts@ He pubu.
}8:: thex’) der the tible of "The Hidden Lincoln." :

) Let it be said at once that no ca.nﬂ.id and intellt"’_';”"

2

o ' reader of Lincoln literature is go'ing‘ to be xhnk soriqﬁﬂy; i

o shocked even if he may be somewhat sted by what he fm 1 tu
\g ‘these documents, and more 1mportant there 1s nothing in m fa
I@T; . shake in any degree the matured Judgment of the world on olx
Lg g worth. xTmxdmrmmsn kxxin i

l\g : i‘he documents 1n"quvm:en come from the man who w

{E was best placed to gather ilx material on the 1nt1mtc5

ii Abreham Lincoln from the time he came into Ilvlino:lfa'i'dnf, »

QE_. 4 left for Washington’ Blemepewas William H, nem "

E ' twenty f£&x on{e years weS Lincoln's law partner in 3 |

Lincoln tut he new all his meighbors and rriendl
New Salem end Springfiled. He knew the men w-ith‘,_:‘
' law on the Circuit,




.
&

(A

= | |

Q‘% PR i 71 ] important he knew Lincoln's political anbitim :

ol . and from the start he had backed him to the full, and he ha

N am rwd

E done this in spite of the fact that he himself was e-rad

e abolitionist, The active and loyal support he gavo Lineoln :

Ry

;3_’: as he slowly mkld:xhxxxn; and silently worked his way towu‘dl -
.
= what he considered a constitutional and practioal method or putﬂns "
:; an end to the extension of slavery was based on Herndon's belief

,l;i in Lincoln's honesty of purpose., H .

(o unedited e

o2 fuldy tmrEincoin, gain and again in these/lettora e
e i now-pubddshes we find Herndon re-tterating that jmxk Linooln

Q 3 v loved the right, the good and true with all his soiul." Ea

T

'g: declares that his veracity was unbounded, his integrity unlmtod.
'g That take him all in all he was as perfect a} man as God gonarully
=

makes, (Page 83

But there was another Lincoln, one that had alnw

) baffled Mr, Herndon. This was a cold, secretive, ambitionl,

A man wh<6§de up his own

never asked for othor s

to the open, talkative, enthusiastic, radical Herndon

km whose opinions wwo needed m" ‘
wrestling with facts, 1ong efforts to find pract:lcdﬁ
for applying them his-was e hidder

outset of his quegt started in 1865 u-mn ol |
he detormined to 1scloao a.nd expl




%

5

' kinds Herndon's mind was xmkk¥md more and more oce f_

was the main purpose of his underte.king it did not preve,nt.h&

gathering far and wide every ltem , —hend+
concerning Lincoln on which he could put his hands, He m .

letters, travelled, speht time and strength and money he omald _
111-afford, to gather everything that men and women would; giuhin, :

Mr, Hertz does not exaggerate when he saya thut ﬂﬁhil‘

work of Herndons has given to &ll Lincoln m:tudenta t!!ﬂh-lm
PorTOWed~irdém o mass of material which coudd be m found Meﬂ

on which Lincoln's romence with Ann Rutledge is hll’dpr
which reveal one of the most curioug oourtahipn m lll

Lincoln's almost comic courtship Mary %enl;_'. -p&gm
as Herndon rightly insists/ nmetn

over-looked fnxamyxd by hewest students or the man's

¥ persistent :
]C.ﬁnation of Lincoln's/melancholy, and he' som,

he built up largely by apeculation a degrndi.ns
and Hanks family, imxiexdaxmxhefewe .
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~must reat on more Impregnable basis thana"man’s pauion rot

Not only was mother 111031t1mte but she ul h
M a loose woman; Abraham Lincoln was ‘born out et' MXM)
his father was not Thomas Lincoln, and as for Thoma Lime:th lu
was echopelessdy little better than a ploneer tramp m

pileture he worked up of the life of the boy Linoeln was lord&d
i

and miserable in every particular, o o

Now there existed at that time whwpt more thorough
students lsiter discovered material which was open to '1111&!’:_“_\ gl
if in his passion for truth he had been willing to admit that:"

xnawd proved the degitimacy of Lincoln's birth, the decency

father and mother, as well as that Tom Lincoln, himaelf‘ Y
Industrious

his time and his chances was a fairly honest and m :

up to the time that the enemy of the pioneer, fevor and

‘broken his body and bfs spirit, -But Hsemdmmeexs

Herndon's explenation wasﬁéritizg@'
d a 11: came the public, #

we.s , ‘ Mmm, and e 'e,van“; fM

m’ ;
declaring that the life of the Hank}s and Ltncoln- w

Inzkury lech\‘i:ry And when Awe—of—irks—chist e

very respectable citizen John anks, a couein of mﬁ.,
him of oouring up facts,




06.. ;
- pmkX¥xh to, what he wished with them." That is, tour yanrf’ :

<

It 1s not kmxlEm surprising that Mr. Herndon could. m fhgn

interest publishers in b §heories“muhey were og_h}l e

» ,“ﬁ‘ S Y v- - / ‘
Sensationalfpteture Q Lincoln's early 1ifey For a ‘time ull
of his hard and important work seemed 8o go for naughty}-u nl a
poor man, he could not afford to keep a *eat which the n‘bn.n

would=-be Linco:

refused to accept, and so when in 1869 a rellow/biographw, , :
Colonel Ward Lemon, a fellow lawyer with Lincoln on the w&,ﬂ.

his companionk in his last days in the White House, offorod tc

=y

buy outright Herndon's Lincoln material he sold it to hhl ror “ |

and signed a contract by which Lamon became "the sole mnr lﬂ
his B
possessor of mmii records and was w authorisﬁ

1 Lincoln
tmxwirizix Herndon undertook his/research he seems to have

the idea of himself writing a life of Lincoln 11: was no
some ten years later that he utmmm ugt.!.n toelt
the A He was stirred to this by the 1naistance ota o

m correspondent, one Jessfe w. Weik. Weik sought al ;
of Lincoin, also materiel for two articles

Lincoln'as a lawyer - Lincoln as a politician.
always generous bo students of Lincoln's iire J
allowed himself to be freely ini;erviewed, and tho__n§ ,

habit® es a lawyer cmmwfo' Welk
drew out from Herndon mz,—u%& mii'a;tmt,

Lincoln's office habits, the accounts of the books

stories of law suits and a politiecal mﬂxxﬂ&tl. . m



- mere articles. They agreed that they had a baok,

questions and to flooding him with M phi lq ,
diasemntiona on L:anoln'a nature.  As he p@yj* e

inbeorwieow cbtained a big grist of Lincoln mtoriafw tho uﬂ
way that Herndon had obtained it from others in his ﬁ.rnt yau'll
of interest in the subject, ﬁ"one of the subjects on whiah l‘&k
repeatedly, Herndon was Mary Lincoln. Again and agal

Herndon pictures her in his answers to.llenndem as a "fem:e AP o

a woman who made Lincoln's domestic 1life a hell on earth.
again it was necessary for kimzmimx Herxgdon'rs theory of"‘Ia:,f.'
melancholy to make out Mary Lincoln a&m we of the uow
violent and unrelieved type. There 1s no doubt that lary umola
was a hysterical and difficult person at times, thera is alm no
doubt that she loved Abrsham Lincoln and according to her om
settled convfitions of what was good for him and his ambitim ch
devoted herself to his interests A Nobody can deny that she wu hamd i
to live with, and nobody should deny that Abraham Limolnrith hi.l
different social ideas, his everyday habits was hard for ltmy
bo live with. But m%x the more we kmow of the life ot' thp m |

women. But Mr, Herndon had no trace of kmdnesé in tha 3

drew of her for Mr. Weik, He needed h.nxhﬂﬁs pietiw’je:

his-emplanationof-his thesis. | .
The correspondence went on until both men rotlitd

that these letters of Herndon's and the material tﬁatg i';
gathering in other quarters was far too%inﬁn» and V

Herndon was giving the bulk of his time to anawerias We

‘ mmt uke this kind of thing, but he himself
'iho -.wmtod to got aa mnh u pouibl m +
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%% % Together they worked on the velume until finally in 1889 1t
Lé was published, an invaluable book for the Lincoln stuaeif, .

&2

I@ i W&m fé In the Prefaee

Sl ,'from a "stagnant putrid ppol®,

=

= that time beginning to get some fairer est:lmate of the 5

B, R

o5 and Hanks in Kentuoky and Southgwestern Indiana vrcmluJ accepty '

Eneg f ApV i i

kR : eertain yu:’o ‘Robert Lincoln was wnliﬁg_to 1.g '-

[l \ \""‘m 3 ;

O prctost. M'llg.. “appeareasre” ‘ :

:(:1_; st. J wm he did the foolish thing of angerny bwiag up
\TWW' 3

@

'E _ Mﬁn all copies he could put his hands on# of uaing lll

i his 1n.t-‘1uencev to stop the circulation, a mafuever which onl-y i

5 adwertised the book. 7’” ~ vnhappily for Weik and particularly roa- s

- Herndon who memdmd by this time was depperately poor voded—soT

N m and should have had some return for the great serviu hc

G had rendered Lincoln research the book was a failure.

b

— - «puhlished—here-show.ow ,

I@ disappointment :

ng—' It was a crowning/to William Herndon and eu’ly' ‘

Gt ; :

{\: : 1891 he died leaving all his papers, including copies of

& he had sold to Lemon, mxnmun-n\ 3@ With this wen
@) o

o & characterisca 1ypnote saying that he considered Wik th.

Q(% equippad man of his day and generation as far as L:lneola ‘was
Jores G .
I(} and that he turned over to him all of the manuscripta, and

j: f : ; ‘» 2 4

0 material on Lincoln that he had been "steadily gathe:

oy <Nl

M memorable day of April 1865 when the bullet of Booth
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Mr. Weik made good mme of the material, Senaton
L 3
‘§ Beveridge nad still better use, but neither took the pains to

ant EnALeatel
e § explain away| the mystery hidden in theiv.depths, Here were
it
things that a woman should not see; ,” here was the true secre’t ef

§ Lincoln's heredity, of his relations with women, of hiu moloan
Q stories, but now the worst 1s out, and as said abovo no Qo,ndm‘_ :

egard to Lincoln's ancestry)‘ on y

2 W V\m o

= 2 Hepndon's full and unexpurgated
G

- W by later research.

into which g )d biographeré fa11$when t;n*ty W

N emirbose e, o em——

artd hol::lg it more j.mportant ‘than the facts needed to auppm
c \& gq,“.{,“is’__,/ S
On the wh 15 & greater contribution to the life ot Wil

Herndon than it is to that of Abraham Lincoln , It
shows what has been shown before, particularly in Joser
Newton's "Herndon and Lincoln" that a careful, rar;léo“;ta.i’a‘-“
life 6f this man should be written. This book wiouid' b&
invaluable contribution to such a etudyg-%):‘uoh a bo
thow\‘ﬁnvffnw's development and career than doen
lge Hidden Lincoln," .
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: ¥, Tarbell
Bast 19th Street
New York City

THE HIDDEN LINCOLN %

ancestry and intimate life so damnable that no
handle them, That szsealous and maoa Lincoln n).lx

num and tuhrprotunoa & volume made up of 1 hy

pnoealed documents. He publishes them unedite 2
utx. of "The Hidden Lincoln.*

it be said at ono; that no candid

ronm of m literature is going to be seri




unusual intimate association with Lincoln but he knew all his
neighbors and friends in New Salem and Springfield. He knew

the men with whom he had practised law on the Circuit. most
important he knew Lincoln's political ambitions and frum
start he had backed him to the full, and he had done this in

epite of the fact that he himself was an outspoken, indeed
rather noisy, abolitionist. The active and loyal suppert lw

gave Lincoln as he slowly and silently worked his way towards

what he coneidered a constitutional and pmtim method of
putting an end to the extension of slavery was based on Merndon's
bel ur' in Lincoln's honesty of purpose. Again and again in :
these unedited letters n find Herndon ree-iterating that um
"loved the right, the good and true with all his soul.® Me
declares that his veracity was unbounded, his integrity mmsu. ;
That take him all in all he was as "perfect a man as uod '.

makes, "
put there was another Lincoln, one that had l&ﬂa
baffled mr. Merndon. This was a cold, secretive, uhltlﬂl
- man who never asked for other's opinions, kept his Mh m
self, made up his own mind, a character so opposite to m open,
talkative, enthusiawtic, radical Herndon whose opinions m ﬂ
long wrestling with facts, long efforts to find practical
channels for applying them that he never ceased to
about it. Lincoln was "so goodkiid 80 0dd” he said m
at the outset of his quest started in 1866 immediately m
I-tllcoxn'l death he determined to disclose and explain Nu
hidden Lincoln.

R
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5 . |

QE? . While from the start m-mwmm -

iﬁ of his udoﬂcnng it did not prevent his gathering far m

E wide every item cm«mu Lincoln on which he eould m uu

o hands. Me wrote letters, travelled, spent time and M

E»z and nuq he could 111 strord. to gather mmun. that men
IES;— : md women wauld gl.n him. ‘ Lk % -
:i Mr. onnuo-utmtomnm.mtm’“
'j this work of Herndon's has given to all Lincoln students s mp . v
lg_ of material which can be found nowhere else. lm in W |

}3_ early gathering are the letters on which wmu'- romance m

F:: Ann Rutledge is based, tho letters which reveal one of m i

% | most ‘Gurious courtships in all Mterature, Linseln's al "t

E comic courtship:of Mary Owens, episodes which, as m o

kl@—\ rightly insists, must not be over«locked by nwo' of ’m

Léi 1ife. '

e f : But while so busily collecting materials

f:i nnd- norndou'- mind was more and more occupied with his

EE ,\mttoa of Lincoln's persistent melanchely, and h

Q{E— ted out & five-sided thesis which explained it to his

E‘.— : satisfaction:« _7

F “ Lincoln's mother was an illegitimate child; he

S had lost the m.y woman who had brought him romanoe; mm,

u}l{ ‘fallen into a peried of insanity; he had written an infidel

B boqx;lum-suumnwwum | _

= Herndon claims that Linceln had told

Q ma mother was xn illegitimate, and starting m

g m without that careful and thorough research w

HApsTIes | i
prRTs A



@ A the truth,on which he so insisted demanded,he bduilt up

Lé | largely by speculation a degrading story of the Linceln

:L:: and Hanks family.

- : Not only was Lincoln's mother uxuu:—n M

:‘i she was a loose woman; Abraham Lincoln was born out of m;
% his father was not Thomss Lincoln, and as for Thomas Lincoln &

:\; he was little better than a pioneer tramp. The picture he

:‘g worked upeof the life of the boy Lincoln was sordid and IIIMQ s
ﬁi in every particular.

l(:_ Now there existed at that time, what more

b thorough students later discovered, material which was open to
©. ' wWilliam Herndon if in his passion for truth he had been -laxlﬁ:

i to adnmit that truth must rest on more impregnable basis M d
lo_\ man'e passion for it, which proved the legitimmey of u :

Lg birth, the doo_ony of his :athor and mother, as well as

G Thomas Ltnoc;lu. himself, oonumhm his time and h“':

was a fairly honest and industrious citigzen up to the

the enemy of the pioneer, fever and 'uun. had broken |
and spirit. ’

| Herndon's explanation was bitterly cxtqu
it came to the public, but the more bitter the erit '
more insistant he was Mm::. We even find Nl




It is not surprising that Ir. Herndon uuu
not interest publishers in his unuuoml theories of |
Linceln's early life, unproved as they were. Nor a u- -u.

of his hard and important work seemed to go for naught. lo 5
' continue

" wa® & poor man; he could not afford to kasn & quest 'huh tho

years ot tntcrut in tho subject.

#btained s big grist of Linceln material from Herndon in th

public refused to accept, and so when in 1869 a fellow 'nu-
be Lincoln biographer, Colonel m; Lamon, a fellow lawyer mh
Lincoln on the Circuit and his - coqmuon 4in his last days u *
the White House, offered to buy outright Herndon's Lincoln
ntcrlul he sold it to him for $4,000.00, and signed a ¢
by which Lamon became "the sole owner and poﬁnm of his
records and was suthorized to do what he wished with M' :
That is, four years after Herndon undertook his Lincoln rm
he seems to have abandoned the ides of himself writing a uﬁ
of Lincoln and it was not until some ten years later that he m
took up the work. Qﬂ' He was stirred to this by the xn-utum m -
a correspondent, one Jesse W. Weik. Weik sought mtm
of Lincoln, also material for two articles hc was writing .,
Lincoin as & lawyer - Lincoin as a politician. Herndon W m
always gmorono to students of Lincoln's life allowed wi
to be fraly interviewed, and ! his" letters here mum M
the most uportsnt material that we hau on Lmoln‘o mun “
& lawyer. Veik drew out from mm-/nu-tut quonsm; -
Lincoln's office habits, ths sccounts of the books he rea
stories of law suits and political manoeuvers. That m

', st
T

saiie smy that Herndon had obtained it from others n
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Q}—{: | th e One of the -ubaoot»f on which h}h' repeatedly

“N uoted W‘“ was Mary Lincoln., = Again and again Herndon

o plctures hor in his answers as a "female wildeat®, a woman

- why made Lla«u'- domestic 1ife a hell on earsh. Here w it

ig; vas necessary for !london' s theory of Lincoin's M h

b make out Mary Lincoln a vixen of the most viclent and L
:2 type. There is no doudbt that lhry Lincoln was a uam '
A and difficult person at times, there is also mno doudbt m “

E— lond Abraham Linceln and according to her own setiled omﬁtm
IQ: of what was good for him and his ambitions deveted herself ie

.(@3 ‘his interests. Nobody ean deny that she was hard to I.!.‘n :

l&? with, and nobedy should deny that Abraham Lincoln with his

:8 different social ideas, his everyday habits was hard for

L::_ Lincoln to live with. But the more we know of the 1ife o

% two together, the more kindly 'ono feels towards the

i ~ But Mr. Herndon had no trace of kindness in the picture

E of her for Mr., Weik. He needed his “putu‘ro for his

\‘:7) y | ‘The correspondence went on until both me

g{f that these letters of Hernden's and the material M m

Ef gathering in other quarters was far too voluminous and

{\: ~ for mere articles. They agreed that they had & hukg “‘

8 Herndon was giving the W of his time to answering We :

a _questions and to flooding hin with philesophical disse

1(% on Lincoln's nature. As he says he knew that m 4

%: this kind of thing, but he himself valued it m '

o to get as much as possible in the book.




and early in 1891 he died leaving to Welk all nie

ruumwnuuummm
finally in 1869 it was published, an invalusble m for m
Lincoln student but the gemeral public revelted against ’
True Herndon had finally M M’
‘ssnsetimil account of the Lincoln and Hanks family sho
dropped as Weik ;&‘M‘* He had bitterly num |
and *the boys"® as he called Nicolay and Hay tot mn
acoept his story, but new he himself gave it up. “‘
rather pitecusly, °I want the book to be a success.®
In the Preface, however, he comes hﬂ: Wﬁ.
the declaration that Lincoln came from a "stagnant mﬁ
which the public by that time beginning to get m |
estimate of the Lincolms and Hanks in Kentusky and 8 '
Indiana would not mcoept, and certaimly it was some
Robert Lincoln now Ambassador to the Uourt of 8t. Ji
villing to let pass without protest. ks did the £
thing of w buying up all copies he gould ﬂt
on': , of using all his influence to n» the o:
manoeuver which only advertised the book.
Unhypuy for Weik and pmamu
who by this time was desperately poor and should h
return for the great service he had rendered uw
hnk was a failure. |
It was & crowing dissppeintument
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. Herndon J,Qttcrl « Book Review

The love of truth which Herndon reiterates again and
again in these early letters concern: themselves mny with a»'
large appetite for unug:'dotnn-. The love of truth compelled
hin, he claimed, to tell all howsver smutty and gross it might
be. He did not Who importance of these things in his nqn.].
ploture or the relation to bther things. He insisted on making
them heavy, prominent blotches. Anéther man would have 1mm
them because they offended his taste to put them down. The romt
was that of the two schools which Holland was perhaps the early
rcpronntstiu of the second Herndon placed too much mnl to
unclean detail, the other too little.

The point throughout these letters you have MNr. MM'
reiteration that he must tell the truth. He then mo doubt '
velieved to be the fact that firwt, Lincoln's grandmother was what
he calls & half-way prostitute, his mother 111-;1@;.. ' v

See Page 52 ,

It certaia)y was up to Herndon before he spread iul

fact, if it was a fact as he frequently later said when cha 3_ lenge
to do his utmost to show by documents that the "truth® he t“‘ |
so strongly his duty to reinterate was the truth, if ‘tng..i m

documentary proof or not. : | e
For a long time Herndon intimated that tm_ : m" W

proof of the marriage of Thomas I.iuool.n and Nanoy MO. A
were in emistence, all of the dosuments to prove tho .
It is only an example of Herndon's hysterical nd '
of oouuuu his utor:lu in a matter as tmxtm
i M had -outhtnc ma tm h

reay to go on.




y

- tatghdc verbosity which borders on the m

He had no sense of pro)r“ty in rom t. m&

ur, Lincoln's death he gave a lecture on Ann Wﬂ&
imagineTy. He attempts ¢ ps\roprodmo the l'm in & sordi,

In my judgment he rendered a ,cnﬂ mt«dﬁ
as promptly as he did the jrnr- of this tm. 3
his findings to the public while Mres. I.tml.n was ﬂui_
the great tragedy and n:tforing in so many m. M the so
was: still suffering a humiliation of her coautua. “ ﬂ&
as the sorrow for their father's tragis mth./ﬂmm‘
their problems this story certainly was not serving mﬁr
Gather the proofs - yes - bnt\un them in their ’rw
to other matters. . i

more
We owe/of course to Mr.

i ‘e cuamq
e
of/women Whom he courted before he urnu Mary
any other man. The letters from the family .m i
romance; the letters i%0: Mary Owen - hers to llm
an clm-t comic courtship as sise biography rovul.a.
to nr. nmdon'n credit. J
can 7
All that oao/oul.- ie his nuu thl uu,

publication, the manner of it.
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nerndon Letters

The 1life of Lincoln was by no m

field when Herndon began his work of collecti

Henry Raymond (See cover) - in 1862 Holland. ‘
cont'a'inod valuable source material, unpuldish letters,
speeches and state documents, a grut of r ascences.  but |
both were weak on the na which/lr Herndon was unrw
enough all important. Herndon had been /a fellow-townsman ‘
of young Lincoln ; A ’ hsd bee m- law partner in Bprtuﬁﬂ.t.w
Herndon held the Springfield office while I.tm_tou
travelled the circuit. How good a lawyey he was I do not know
that it has ever been fairly estimated. |/ That is one of the
things that rehaing ToF Soms cdpful student to do. ’
Herndon, too, was interested in the Lincoln he
knew, what had made him this melancholy, pondeung.pmm
person. Horndon being what he was a man of emotions, ':lth
a passion for voq and ideas, was always bewildered by
1nco1n'- silence, that retiring into himself which was 8o

cmutoriltio. Herndon sppcroutly never went into Mf. ‘

in the sense that Lincoln did. He had to have an :
he was an amateur psychologist. It was the fl.ot that tm m |
a dark strain in his heredity, the fact that he had m & soz j -
childhood and 1ittle opportunity, the fact that he had ma Ui
woman ¢rutly and lost her, the fact that he had -mrtoa :

with whom there could be no glamour of romance and tI
tormented him by her notions of 1ife as he no M
her by his own notions. And it was to umu M

e



mnm un-nuu hto mt m 01
-ln u lunu and lonsud.




‘Herndon

The truth like everything else is relative.
Moreover, it ie subject to - of interpretation,
reflects the character and undor.tandxnc. oxporlonctd 1life ct thb u-u ,
who attempts to tell the truth; the time and pluoo has Oollﬁhiﬂt
to do with telling the truth. 8o hnt;.yupnthzlthdl@nctiit may
affect; so has the relative value of fact, the thing we 0&11
taste and reticence. They have their part in all humam

actions.

Herndon was obsessed by the idea of & certain

set as what he regarded as facts were of superior importance.
Xpparently the most important 1n his mind were the quoltionn ;
of the legitimacy of Lincoln's mother. He cl&in.d that Ltuouln _b
told him that she was an illégitimate ohild, that her father was
a virginia planter - this to explain Lincoln's superior tﬁtillidﬁ;j}
Lincoln himself had kno‘n more of the Lincoln ¢.nonlo|y thnr '
would kxxm not Mave had to have gonme to a virginia plante __”_. 4
explain his intellectual inheritance. www*'??{ff-f”"”
It was_not the trainin vha
een
Heradon—was sov interested. in. He had/profoundly and doo’ty
moved by Lincoln's vighest pondortng, his moodiness, Ihst '
Herndon called his secretiveness. He did not tell thi L_ ~
He IfW ulwnyo baffled and mystified Herndon that a man allbt?

as little ‘ e
his secret, could tulk/ll Lincoln did about 1ntin|$o ’.r‘,w

things, about ideas. This was a natural rocation-tqh



mxnxks Herndon's type of mind. His was a more open, 1Is¢1nattvo )
frequently over-heated, et
mind, generally heated,/excited about lon.thinc and gcn.!nll'
was a public nnttor. He was an ardent abolitionist. He did
more or less a sin in Springfield no doubt.
not keep his rudicaliln to himself,/ His aspirations were
oxpro.ood in fervid, often muggy words. His attack on,problq-p.
was onotionsl. He took it out in vorbolity. . Mr. Llapoln |
pondered the problcm. seeking to pound out lolutiono. un‘ ihnn
he found what he thought was the answer he struggled hard le pnt
it into clear language. “ :
Herndon was always positive, auro} Lincdlnfﬁnlﬁtikgi
" humble. The difference imxkkmxpxamsmkxkimx to the two n.aiu -
their presentation to the public of Illinois seemed to me priitif

well shown in autographs they made for one of their younc 1uw

otudentc‘ in 1858 on the eve of the Groat Debate, and st‘.ﬁllrdl
it ohould be remembered Lincoln had mado the -po.ohaa whiah ldt 1
him as the leader of the Republican party in Illinois. '

See Page 212 of "Footsteps" :

Why was it that Lincoln ‘ <
80 slow in coming to his conclusions, so dcto!iihotbt.‘hi :
he thought the thing was right before he said it, q.gx; ie
¥h the law partnership a man so dirrcicnt,lﬁ tahpcxipaﬁ :
Lt my be that 1% ma that very differescs fhat attr

He was wurq/cnd 1ntoroctod by a type of whom thnrc ‘were fe
in conservative, proper, Springfield. 'An:.;?

bo/oncngg\33:~tbloog”ggggg,nni_nt—Sprtuifttid.;,

set could never warm Abraham Lincoln as he needs
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dé moreover, the range of Herndon's interest, the variety of books ,
{; he read, the correspondence he carried on with intdllimt-.‘ L
= radical leaders in the East, abolitionists like himself, and

g vfutling with the problem of fundamentalism. His cotrpﬁﬂi@nqt

;;: ‘with Theodore Parker which has been published is one of tlid'flo.'t ‘
;; . interesting documentary evidence of the kind of -reitgious tm:lu“ |
S at that time that we have. XimmaXmxkkmmghkxmuixrasdxmxixxmkad

'(é_ it There is no evidence that this moved Mr. Lincoln.

|q: : Only he stuck to Billy. . “ good lawyer that he ul‘carttml;;' 7

Q— nothing that has been published shows. In this bbok be ‘,iloc,iircl o
Ig: that Mr. Lincoln uid he was a good lawyer, good ogouch‘ as a . i
g matter of fact for Lincoln to tell when he left Bpringrlqld thn'%_ |
%j‘- ‘ when he got back from being President they would go on with thtr“'

&_3 partnership. '

E _ Herndon's appreciation of L:lnooln. his ahtr&tt‘u. ;

4(; his almost idoMtry for him, is beyond question. XEE

sk xegxtUODUXLeskx e says in one owuuhottorvtm m
was tho greatest man since Jesus Christ, a phrase he may hivu
clipped from John Hay. :
Frederick ’ in BOpt.llb.l‘ '66 in qum ﬁ‘o
Herndon about Lincoln in the Ihito House gives Hq'. om
that he was the greatest character since Christ. A fow
later Herndon writing to Aruold" already uf work on &x
his attempt to explain Lincoln in 1864 putting qumtm
who had recently shocked nolt people by his unt |




whom deny that Mr. Herndon had correctly um

a8 '
on Ann Rutlodgo. strongly interpreted I believe/an uttuﬂ to

smudge Mr. Lincoln's memory, he mxmks repeated,. "I nM h
you Mr. Apmoldnthat I think Mde Ltuc::: was the best man, the
kindest, the tenderest, the noblest,/loviiest since w

He was better and purer than Washington and in mind !u"-st‘m‘e i
incomparable, grandly loomingup. He is now the great cmm :

figure of Aiur:l.o.n history.*

'hor‘ ‘ '
Again and again through these letters/Mr. uuoln

has evidently been challenged by letter, charged with bou.ttun.

ur. Lincoln, he repeats louthing of tf.h'.i.n kind. lo, what 'at
or . o

he doing that should so have dintutbod/uny yur- n'“nd. of

Lincoln, a pubuo devoted to h:l.l memorys

Herndon ;ayn that what ho ha. ‘onc 10
©

interest of truth, this/reiterates slong vm: his rej

declarations of admiration for the man. xt m W'
he thought was being neglected und,.ﬂtoh jtp_ mm t

Lincoln.

¥rom what we have the supposition is that this was true, but
the Hank genealogy has not been utnbluhod and if any

that can afford it who
patriotic citizen/wants to do a good service to the memory of
Abraham Lincoln he eannot do better than to put -uu_u

genealogists prito~the Hank problem, get it settled once mm‘

: c-rtstnly Herndon did not settle 1t. E.o Ly
raised it. True,he went to Kentucky, but he did mt nntm

there by any kind of documents.
fxsmx It is interesting to mote that from any I.un“?‘”
he made he never sought out the most substantial fau :
that part of th.oouutrymm
claimed that they were connected with Nanoy Hanke on
Bf all sbout her parentage. They offered no p:mt’
than Mr. no:um dide . * !t is ltill unclear QM
of these families - ahxplqyl N unmnp,., :







