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IHE AMERICAE ¥YOMXAN

BERNIARRBRANERAN
CHAPTER V.
snsrenrnnn

¥What was the Amerioan Woman doing in the *40's and '50's
that she went on her way so aarenelylwhile'a few of her sex strug-
gled end suffered to gain for her what they believed to be her
rights? Was she too dull or toe ignorant to understand her own
wrongs? Was she 80 tightly bound by man's charms that she dared
not reise her voloe? If one confined his survey of her field to
the higtory of the moment one would be justified in believing both.
Sometimes dulled to the point of non-comprshension of her own po-
gition, again ohained déwn until the idea of resistance had ocome to
be unthinkable. But a8 & matter of faet the Ameriean Woman of the
'40's and '50's failed to be swept inte the Woman's Rights movement
in any general fashion for quite other reasons - reasons on the
whole simple and noble. She was too oeoupied with preserving and
developing the great traditions of life she had inherited and ac-
oepted, She was £irmly convineed that these traditions were the
best the world had s¢ far developed, not merely for women but for
sociely, for this women of the '40's and'50's was not individualis-
tic but eminently soeial in her point of view. She did not deny
that women had not the full opportunity they should have, but as she
saw 1t no more did man. She saw oivil and educaticnal and sooial
progress going on about her. fhe rather feared its ooming too
fast than too slow, and 80 as in all ages she as men do, held to
the great traditions, honoring them and viewing with watehful and
generally suspicious eye the sweeping movement proposed for her
emancipation,

And it was no unworthy thing that she was doing. Take
that part of her life so often spoken of with contempt ~ her soelal

life. Those whe would pass society Dby as & frivolous and unworthy
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institution are those who have never learned its real funcfions -
who @onfuse the selfish business of amusing oneselfl with the serious
tasgk of providing an intimate eirole for the free exchange of ideals
and of servioe, for stimulus and eanjoyment. It is through saoiaﬁy

‘that the quickening of mind and heart best comes about - that the

nature is aroused, the fancy heightened. It is the very foundation
of olvilization - soolety - the chureh and the state work through
it. Morals are made and ummade in it. Ideas find 1ife or death
there. Every community big or little, is what its society is -
dull, uwnwise, ambitionless, alert, happy, achieving. And sinoce
civilization began to develop what society is has depaﬂdcd on women.
Any man or woman who will search his experienos can find proof of
the statement. Reoall the Amerioan towns of to-day you knew and
you will find if you really know that those in which traditions of
temperanoe, oourtesy, dignity and thrift rule are held to their
standards by some woman or group of women whose frown is more feared
than all the town oouneil and all the peliee. Take a town of cor-
rupt and extravagant habits and its the women who set the paoce and
follow it. Pifty years ago - the peried we are congidering -~ there
were several women in the United States exeroising large influenoce
through their individual oiroles. They are part and parcel of the
development of the Amerioan Woman and in their oareers is to dbe
found one reason why the militant monument for Women's Rights re-
mained a struggling cause,

To seleot the women who are the most perfect examples of
this kind of social motivity is not easy. It means passing by
many who deserve to be remembered, but the writer is not trying to
make a biographioal diotionary. fhe simply aims to illustrate by
wall-ohosen types the activities, interests and tendencies of the
women in the period oonsidered. And for any one at all familiar
with the soeial life of the '40's and '60's there will be no
gquestion of the propriety of choosing Mrs. Harrison Gray Ofis of

Boston, & woman who in the '40's and '60's, after a seven years
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residence abroad, boldly undertook the task of 1ifting the social
life of Boston from its old ruts of pretensions, formality and ex-
olusiveness, and of breaking up its stiffness and self-satisfaction.
Only an independent and courageous spirit would have dared such an
enterprise. Mrs. Otis had such, as Reston well enough knew from
its memeries of her in the '20's and early '30's. In her youth
as "Mlizabeth Boardman®, the daughter of one of Boston's richest
merchants, she had been a famous beauty and belle. In 18
¥iss Boardman had married a nephe@pf James Otig and of Meroy Otis
Warren, Harrison Gray Otis. faars later she was left a widow
with three sona. According to the gossip of the day she was &
dashing enough widew. She was aoccused of “dancing and displaying"
from Boston to Washington and numbering in her train even men like
Daniel Webster and Henry Clay. But in 1835 (?) she left her fol-
lowers and took her sons to Burope for study. To & woman ©of her
alert mind and buoyant friendly nature life abroad is a great enrich~
ment, Mre. Otis mastered several 1languages. She ciroculated
freely in various sets in various countries. fhe interested her-
self in all sorts of aotivities. She came back to Boston alive to
the tips of her fingers, too much alive, she at once discovered, for
the upper cireles of Boston where she helonged. Its social machin-
ery was of the heavy, putty self-complacent kind. It operated
ponderously and expensively and it opened its doors only to the
elect. The kingdom of Heaven was muoh easier of acocess Mrs. Otis
found than her oirele. An experience of a few years in flexible,
lively, stimulating, intellectual oircles of Rurope had given Mra.
Otis oonvinecing proof of what a woman might do for a community if
she handled a social cirele with braine and independence and she
set out at once to build up in her home a oirele where naturalness,
openness and simplicity ruled. ghe first attacked the machinery.
Flaborate formal dinners for the elders, balls for the younger set =~
these were the accepted functions. Eating was & chief business at
all gatherings, Charles Dickens speakers particularly of the supper
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at parties, an invariable feature of whiohyas "two mighty bowls of
hot stewed oysters in anyone of which a half-grown Duke of Clarence
might be smothered sasily.® There was little informal visiting,
and oalling by women was dons iargeily in the morming. There were
practioally no regular "evenings® or days at home, Mra., Otis swept
all of the machinery out of her house - eschewed "functlons" and
banquets and balls. Ingtead she threw her house open every Satur=-
day morning and every Thursday evening to all her set -~ and many
more., N¥o rising young writer or singer or artist, no atiraotive
man or woman of any set who fell in Mrs. Otisg' way that was not wel-
comed. Poreigners naturally sought her house because of its fami-
liar ways. A big, wide-~awake informal oirele was soon about her.
Her open house was made easy by a system of refreshments which left
Begton agape. The ™mighty bowls of hot stewed oysters™ lrs. Otis
dared to drop. 8he substituted ftea and cakes. Yo matter what the
cocasion tea and ocakes was all you got to eat in the lively ocireole
at the cornmer of Mount Vernon and Jay EStreet. TFor years it was re-
lated with a gasp that in at the opening ©f the Boston
and Montreal road, although Mrs., Otis kept her house open for a week
- enftertaining President ¥illmore, Lord Flgin and many other digni-
taries "tea and oakes® it was and nothing elsel

Her innovations founded as they were on good sense, and o
genuine love of peopfﬁ and ideas were a suocess from the start.
Rogton society was limbered up, enlivened and liberated in a way
hardly believable. The theory on whioh she worked she embodied in
a atory, "The Barolayfa of Boston", whioh if not exaotly literature
is nevertheless & valuable document in the manners and ocustoms of
Reston in her time and the way by which in her judgment its life was
te be made more genuine and enjoyable, Here for example are some

bites of her social wisdom:~
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From the first days of their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Barolay
ware always at home in the eévening, oheerful and happy, and delight-
ed to pee pleasant faces around them. This being perfectly under~
stood, and, wlso from its great rarity, extremely appreeciated, there
was no lack of visitors. Indesd, no one can exaggerate the value
of such & house as theirs had always been in & community where so
few are opened in the same way. They oonferred a great social
blessing on many, whe, having ne ties of kindred, looked upon their
fireside as an oasis in the fesert; their house was, also, & re-
souree for strangers; they r jeived all the nobilities who passed
through the city, and therehy derived a very signal advantage from
foreign intercourse, whioch does & veasi deal, in Amerioes, towards
rubbing off the dus% collected by desoribing, diurnally, the same
circle of opinions and feelings.

Everything wasg in daily use in Mrs, Barclay's home; she
had no one article of table equipage that was betier than another,
and this saved a world of trouble, time and temper, the two latter
of dominant importance in all households; for, if there ig a bit of
percelain that exesls another, it is sure never to be forthooming,
in an Amerioan establishment, when it is most required. Her dinners
were exoellent, and served unpretendingly, she having no desire to
ape forelgn fashions with a few servants, and to adept the affection
of foreing three waiters to perform the serviee of thirty. If any
shorteemings ocourred, they were never perceived, or commented upon,
simply becasuge there was no ostentatious pretension.

Yr. Barelay, being eminently hospitable, invited his
friends freely; his wifa gave them a gracious welcome,and he a
hearty one; and their guests were not confined to the prosperous
and those who revelled in luxurles, but embraced poor scholars, ar-
tists and others, to whom a well appointed repast was & boon indeed,
and the charm of social intercourse, a greater one still.

All of which sounds genial and certainly is good sense.
Applied as Mrs. Otis applied it the results altogether were both
beneficent and stimulating.

In a more formal and less original way the stimulus Mrs.
Otisg applied o Boston's ocumbersome social life Mra. James Rush ap-
plied in Philadelphia in this same period. She, too, had learned
social democracy abroad where American women are still frequently
obliged to go to learn it - and refused to be fettered by Phila-
delphia customs and exclusions. She had been born abroad so that
in spite of her Quaker parentage, Furopean soocial traditions oame
naturally. She was a lover of conversation and exna?dingly brili-
iant as well as weli-informed and philosophioal in it. Her husband
one of the great physicians of hisg day and & man of wide oultivation,
a student, and sought by all who were worth while here and abroad,
gave her a splendid field in which to exercise her soclal genius,
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wheén she gettled in Philadelphin.

¥rs. Rush introduced a machinery of her own. Ameng other
things & "day". To be always at home, to callers, to spend all
your morninge in vigiting was wasteful of time ghe deolsred: She
wanted her time proteected for her heoks, her music, her household.
Then she made & kind of reception of her afternoen promenade, indeed
to walk to the river with Mr. Rush of an afterncon became a muoh
gought for privilege. Miss Anne Wharton who has written fully and
authentioally of Mrs. Rush, gathering her facts first hand from the
family and her friends, says of these walks:-

"ien and women, still in the prime of life, distinetly re-
call the rublound faos and portly form of Mrs. Rush as she appeared
onn the street while taking her vigorous constitutional. One person
remembhers her in & erimson silk gown, whioh may have served tp throw
her far too brilliant complexion into the shade, while still another
»recalls the stout figure of the lady of fashion, enveloped in a green
velvet 'mantilla, ' as she stood upen the sidewslk enjoying raw oys-
ters, in a truly demoeoratic fashion, at Tatem's femous oyster-stand
on Twelfth Street near Spruce,®

Krs, Rush's dinners and receptions were affeirs of state.
ghe took these gatherings seriougly and studied to bring together an
interesting crowd. Bhe had no artificial rules of making up her
companies - anybody who was worth while for anything was ineluded:
young authors, musicians, inventors, seientisis, found & cordial
welcome to her houss where they met the great of the earth. Miss
Wharton says Mre. Rush's recipe for making up a party ran: PAn ex-
president, a foreign minister, a poet, two or three American ar-
tists, as many lady authors, & dozen merchants, lawyers, physicians,
and others who are thers on the simple fooling of gentlemen - their
wives who oome as respectable and agreesble tladdes’ - fifty young
men who are good bosui%?danoa well, Tifty pretty pgirls without money
but respectatle, well dressed, lively, charming, are always indispen-
sable at a party." Certainly the lists of her visitors which Miss
Wharton has made out from an examination of the visiting oards
preserved in the Rugh family show that she aotuslly suoceeded in

bringing together this ambitious and catholioc society. Her cards
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show all the names worth while in Amerioan life of her day - all
our most distinguished foreign wisgitors and the namesg of many only
just starting not yet ariore. TBesides there is an enviable list
of great artists whe ssng or played or read for her guests, among
them Mario and Grisi. Her gatherings were always carried off with
much ceremony, elaborate refreshments, costly dressing, but this
was but her frame. Mre, Rush's great peint was the talk - and in
her house every topiec of the day was debated with freedom - every
bit of news of the world of letters, politles, and seience was first
heard. The effect in & community of such a oircle is inoalculable.
It starts & hundred lines of thought, it works for suppleness and
health of opinion, i% breaks down prejudiess and caste. It is the
great mixing bowl of a town, There is no activity of a oormunity,
pelitioul, social, philanthropie, educational, artistie, which does
not reeecive impulses from oirecles madse up as Mrs. Rush did hers on
the base of character and achievement., And these circles someiimes
very small and inconspiocuous, to be sure, existed everywhere in the
United statezéthat time. Hany of them were gathered about the
girls who oame from Pmma Willard's Seminary at Troy. Mrs. Willard
was herself a great social leader, fhe placed the same strong em-
rhasis on oeremony, eleganoe in dress and manner, beauty of setting,
that Mrs. Rush did and aﬁa insisted in the same way on welcuring
brains and skill to her eirels. She had too much fine Domooratioc
aympathy. The life at the Seminary reflected in those years in a
rather unusual way the strong sooisl instinots of its grest founder.
Girls went out from there with some serious soecisl idsals and with
ideas of hoth the opportunity for wholesome influence and the re-
sponsibility which lay in a home however simply. All over the
country their effect was felt, for it is a mistake to take it for
granted that outside of the great cities there was not in the '40's

stimlating

and '50's any sooial oiroles in this ocountry. The unfinisghed state
of the towms, the difficult communications, the ﬁglineas and barren-
ness of the outside of things, the lack of schools end hooks, the



AJelqi] 1ans|iad 86a1100 Ausybally ‘#¥6T-068T ‘UONSII0D [1edrel N Bpl UL "ZToZ ‘ebew] [enbiq

(&)
neceseity for continuoug hard work in order to earn & living, all of
these features of their 1life have heen so emphasl z8d that mueh that
was enjoyable and stimulating has heen overlooked by those who know
it only from deceptions. Gertainmly Cineimmat: mnd Louisville in
these years were active intellectual oenters. The group of people
which the Beeohersy joined when Lyman Reeschsr want there in the
130's was able, serious and important. Take a town like Spring-
field, Illinois, tco, whioh Linocln went to live in in 1837, and
where he was at first considerably disconoerted by what he des-
oribed as "the flowing about in oarriages”. The women who led in
its social life were superior women, thelr homes were dignified,
their hospitality generous, and as for en enimated eirele - think

of of vhat the quality of talk must have bheen in the homes of Mrs.

8peed ond Mrs. Marion Fdwards, when they oould gather at their
table and at their "parties® as they eonstantly did sueh men, then
young, as Abrehem Lineooln, Stephen A, ﬁonglas, John J. Hardin, James
Shislds, the Fdwards, John Stuart, Judge David Davis, Fdward D.
Baker and many more. All men who were te distinguish themsslves
in our history end some of them to lay down their 1ivua‘for the
freadonm, With such men to handle what eould not & group of women
not dol And they exerciped thelr power, Springfield was one of
the liveliest places in the West intellectuplly. Moreever, the
women over the entire state were asotively interested in polities and
affairs. One of the eonspicuous features of the Lineoln and
Douglas Debates were the number of women who attended them, women
slive to the ispue and able to discuss it. This same interest ax-
isted the country over among women. Thay would travel any distance
to hesr the discussion of a publie question and indeed they were
then ag to-day the ochiaf strength of the travelling lscturers and
later of the established lyoeuns.

Through all of ths West indeed there flowed a spirit whioh
dadé up for evarything elss. Carl Schurz in a beautiful chapter

of his great Reminiscences tells of the Western society - as he
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found it in the serly '50's:

"Life in the West,® he says, Yespecislly awa) from the
larger towns, lacked, indsed, the finer enjoyments of eivilisation
to a degree hard to bear to those who had been accustomed to them,
and who did not find a eompensation in that which gave to Western
life ~ and American life generally - its peoudisr charm: & warm liv-
15% interest in the progressive evolution, constantly and r

%%a o6

oing on, the Io; of growth - tha%t which I have attenp

gn Garmoan Tdeas Wer de i1ent', Now and ther we have heard persons of
culture, perhaps, ocuomplain that this eountry has no romantie ivy-
clad ruina, no nistoric castles or oathedrals, and in general, 1it-
tle that appeals Lo sentiment or %o the sultivated esthetic sense.
True, it has the defeote common to all new eountries, and it will

be tedious and unatirsctiive to thogs who cherish ams the quintessence
of life the things which 2 new country does not and naturally cannot
POSBess. But it offers more than any other country that compensa-
tion which ocongists in a joyous appreciation net omly of that which
ds, but of that which is %0 be ~ the growth we witnesse, the develop-
mant” of which we are a part.

The women of the Vesi were a‘part af this growth - & cone
scious part. They always felt the responsibility in the Westward
movement, the obligzation of Demooracy laid on them, the obligation
of establishing the home while the man established the towm, of lock-
ing after eduocation while he looked after the money to pay for i,
of preserving and developing morals, while he did the same for po-
lities. It was a defunet program whiech lay before thege women,

They understood its importanoe, respected the work, and gave them-
gelves unflinchingly to meat its diffioulties.

It is a mistake to take it for granted that these women who
gave themselves so seriocusly to developing their oirdloa had no cut-
side publie interests. Take Mrs, Otis, for example, She was the
busiest of women in outside work. "If she had been alive to-day

she would have beon absorbed in the 18105 movement, " a Jdesoendent of
hsryg deolares! And so0 she would, and in i%s setilements, its leot-

ures, its music, averything worth interest. Prom the beginning

of her re-agiablishment in Boston she interested herself in its
entarprise, philanthropie and publie. Her great patriotioc passion
vas (George Waghington. fhe found it shooking that his Birthday_was
not ohserved - his home at Mt., Vernon in private hands - and she
undertook a oampaign in the interests of both. PFor years lMrs., Otis

resplenaent in purple velvet and rare old lace, opened her house on
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February 22, from morning until night, te the whole town, On this
day there was something more than tea and ocakes offered -~ the Board-
man sherrys and ports, famous 0ld wines imported by Mrs. Otis' father
were on the table for all who oame. And sverybody ocame., Her re-

- ception was the center of the day's ocelebrating and every organiza=

tion which paraded made it a point to mareh by and salute or seren-
ade her to the soandal of the oonservatives! It was her work that
made the day a legal holiday in Massachmsettis, and gave the strong-
est impulse towards maeking it a national day. It was natural mak=-
ing a oult of Washington as she did that she should have taken a
leading part in the enterprise of buying Mt. Vernon for a National
Monument . The money which oompleted the purchase of this lovely
spot - one of the few plaocea in this country wherg the mogt urrele-
vant and disorganiged of up-to-date minds is for a moment at least
studied and solemnized - was raised by & ball engineered by Mrs.
Otis and given in the Boston theater on Maroh 4, 1859.

This Mount Vernon Ball of Mrs, Otis' is typloal of a kind
of aotivity which engrossed Ameriocan women all over the country in
those vears. Pairs and balls for this or that ocause were given én
a soale which we rarely or never hear of now-a-days. Boston saw
one especially famousg fair long before Mrs. Otis' ball. Thisg was
the Momument falr, given in 1840 to raise the fund necessary to com-
plete the Bunker Hill Monument. This fair like the Mount Vernon
ball, originated with a woman - Mrs. Sarah Gogeplea Hale - the best
known editor at that time among Ameriocan women. An ardent patriot
Mrs. Hale had been distressed by the unfinished ocondition of the
monument and the entire apathy on the part of the committee towards
its oompletion. She suggested to them that this wua-a task rér
women . The idea was weloomed by the Monument Association and Mrs.
Hale undertook to raise a subsoription from women and ohildren.

Over 3000 persons responded but the sum raised was not large. Mrs.
Hale did not lose her interest, however, and a few years later in

1840 beocame the ohairwoman of the executive committee of well known



Areiqi] Jsns||ad abs|0D Auayba| |V ‘vr6T-068T ‘U0NILBII0D |19aJel " epl 3yl ‘ZToz ‘ebew| [eubiq

(11)
Boston women who organized and carried through one of the greatest
affaire of the kind previous to the Civil War. It was held in
Qﬁinay Hall epposite Yaneuil Hall and lasted seven days. All New
Fngland oontributed te it, JMrs. Hale edited a paper, "The Monu-
ment, * to whish many prominent men and women sent artioles and poenms.
A oopy of this sheet is camong the curiesities of the Poston Publio
Library. Thirty thousand was netted for the monument!

A great deal of the money devoted to chureh, sohool and
ocharity in those years was raised like the money for Mt. Verncn and
Bunker Hill Monument. The anti-glavery fairs were famous. Charity
balls and fairs were o feature of every winter in every oommunity.
They drew the women together in much the same way that olub under=
takings do to-~day. They were on the whole one of the chief, if not
the chief, opportunity for mixing in the town - sinoe all olasses
could and did patronize them. One may deplore as mueh as he likes
this method of raising money. It is of course a bad way - as bad
as any other kind of indirect taxation of sugar eoating the thing
whioh ought to be dons manfully because it is right and proper to
do it. It is wasteful of strength and time and often utterly im-
moral in the petty trickery, wheedling and swindling, but that is
not the question hers. It was the reoognised method of the day
of raising monsy. Just as not 80 many years earlier a lottery had
been (the persistenoy of the loittery at ohuroh and charity-fairs
long after it was outlawed is one of many ourious svidenoes of the
indifference to means which characterized these undertakings 8o
long as the end was attained). The point here is how the the
women of the country oonducted them. Nobody who has had experienoe
in these undertakings can but have been struek with the energy,
self-saorifiee and superior exeoutive quality which was put inte
them, The women of the '40's and '60's in suoh undertakings as
the Mi. Vernon ball and certain great ohafity fairs notably one

. held in 1866 in the Crysfal Palaoce of New York for the benefit of

4ke hospital of ihe Sisters of Charity
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the hospital of the Sisters of Charity® showed publiely that they
were capable of engineering diffioult and complioated enterprisges,
and that they were willing %o saorifiee their own leisure, strength
and means to the public goed. Incidentally, too, the women of the
day got through these undertekings a large experienee in publie
life. It was a broadening business - ap disinterested work always
is.

A phase of their efforts generally overlooked is their
struggle to make up for their own lack of eduestion as well &g to
provide sohools to eduoste their daughters. The touching testi-
mony of Dr. Fmerson elready guoted®® as to the large number of women
advanced in years who entered his sohocls side by side with young
girls #s typleal of the eagerness to know which prevailed through
the ecountry, It was this spirit which ae early as the late '20's
and in the '30's brought together audienees for Prances Wright and
Ernestine Rose, whersver they might go, and whioh later built up the

leoture lyoeums. You oould always get an audience of women &ny-

where in the cduntrg then as now. The most distinguished form of

intellectual work developed by & woman in the period was no doubt
Margaret PTuller's Ossolis Conversations in Boston. Margaret was
then about thirty years old, with the reputation probably deserved
of being the moet learned woman in the eountry. She had mone ine-
teresting qualifiocations than 1earnin% - & thirpty searohing mind -
a hunger for beauty, a determination to express hémself which no
cbstacle could long stop snd with these qualities a sense of duty as
rigid as New Fngland ever produesd. Her father had taken her educa-~
tion upon himself when she was o ohild and had driven her too hard,
as she felt later, fhe had mastered Latin and Cerman. She had

*

$34,000 was netted by this fair. It was organized and carried
through by a very lovely woman, Mrs. James M., White, See Elliot's
Queens of Amerioan Society.

See "The Ameriocan Magazine® for December, 1909,
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read enormously. She beocame engrossed in the transeendental phil-
csophy of the day and foreed her way to itg leaders, beating down
Tmerson's first dilstrust of her until they bhecame intimates, With
Dr. Clarke and Channing and Alcoti she heoame equally familiar,
True, a class of the Beston intelleotual eirele never could abide
her, Lowell, Tor example, Tell wery much towards Margaret Fuller
as Napolecn towards Mme. de Stael,as Dr., Johnson towards Mrs. Macau~
ley. He ridiculed her rather maliciously as it has always seemed
to the writer in Fable for Griticnﬁ

"Ghe has suoh & penohant Tor vothering mn, ool
B 8 ne g me,

She always keeps asking if I don't observe a
Partioular likeness 'twixt her and Minerva.

She will take an old notion and make it her own,

By saying it o'er in her sibylline tone;

Or persuade you 'tis something tremendously deep,

By repeating it so as to put you to sleep;

And she well may defy any mortal to see through it,
When onee she has mixed up her infinite me through ift.

Here Miranda oame up and said: Phoebus, you know
That the infinite soul has its infinite woe,

As I ought to know, having lived oheek by jowl
Sinee the day I was bornm, with the infinite soul.®

But however irritating Margaret Fuller's self-asgertion,
eagerness, and inaiatcnoo on her own discoveries of world-old faocts
and thoughts may sometimes have been she was a wonderfully stimulate
ing teacher and talker,. Foreed to earn her living and help her
family she began teaching. She tried writing but it was not there

her power lay as she knew very well. It lay in Conversation, She

was interested in women, felt as keenly as Mary Woolstoneroft the

defeots of their eduoation and was philosopher enocugh tc see that
the only real solution of any problem in society lies in education.
It was quite natural that she evoRwethe scheme of talks or conver-

sations for women. The suggestions was well received by such women
as Flizabeth Peabody, Mrs., Fmerson, Miss Oreen, afterwards Mrs.
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Phillips and Miss Meria White, afterwards Mrs., Lowell, and in Novem-
ber, 1839, the first gathering was held in Mlss Peabody's rooms.
Vhat she arrived at she stated at the outset:

"Yomen are now taught, at schee¢l, all thatl men are. They
run over, superfiocially, even more studies, without being really
taught anything., PBut with this difference: men are called on,
from a very early perioed, to reproduee all that they learn. Their
oollege exerolses, their politieal dutles, their professional stud-
ies, the first aotions of life in any direotion, orll on them to put
to use what they have learnesd. Rut women learnm without any attemph
to reproduee. Their only reproduction is for purposes of display.
It is to supply this defect that thess conversations have been plan-
ned."

She propoged in them

"To pass in review the departments of thought and knowledge
and endeavor te place them in due relation to one another in our
minde; to systematize thought, and give & precision and clearness

in which our sex are so defieient, chiefly, I think, hecause they
have g0 few inducements to test and olassify what they receive."

A good denl of fun was poked at Margaret Fuller's Conver-
sations which she continued with inoreasing suecess for five years,
but they ocammot be dismissed lightly, for they were taken seriously
by serious women and were a powerful stimulus to & kind of intellect-
ual nctivity whioh has been gaining impetus ever sinoe und which is
rarely 80 well and authoritatively done as Margaret did it. The
seoret of her suecess in these oonversations lay, I think, in what

¥dnah Cheny oharacterizes as “her power of vitalizing all knowledge,

by bringing 1% into relation with life, net in ite practieal but in

its ideal aspecta,® - & pawng#hioh has & mighty hold on the mind:

of woman,

Another woman who in Beston at this time 4id an enomous
amount #8 quieken the intellectual 1life of ths town war Margaret's
staunoh supporter, Tiizabeth Peahody - the "Grandmother of Boaton® as
she oame years later te¢ he fondly called. Miss Peabody was Mar-
garet's senior hy some six years and the path she had gone was no
doubt something of a gulde to the younger woman. Like almost every
serious minded girl of her day Flizabeth Peabody had hnard'the eall
to teaoh. In an unpublisghed letter to Sarah Jegephs Hall, dated on
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Miss Peabody's 74th birthday the writer recently came across this
anuging and illuminating bit of reminiscence. "The education of
the young Am@érican, " Miss Peabody teld Mrs. Hall, "from the begin-
ning was presented to my ehildish imagination by my mother when I
was 80 young that misteking the word ancestors for Amn-sisters,

I got an impression that I never have quite logt that women were the

originators of the American nation and responsible for its educa-

Here is the key to Miss Peabody's career as i% is, as al-
ready insisted on to the career of the great body of noted American
womeén in the first seventy-five years of the life of this republio.
The realizatlion that the most essential duty of women in this Demo-

craoy is keeping its stream of life pure at its source.

Of course she went early to teaching. Her most inter-
esting sxperiment at the start was assisting Bronson Alcott in his
Conocord undertaking described in his "Records of a School." In
1836 in BSalem Mlss Peabody opened olasses for women in literature
and history, forerunners of Margaret Puller's Conversations in Rop-
ton. A little later she made a venture which as long as it lasted
gave to Boston & unique intellectusl center and that was establish-
ing a shop where she hendled French and German books mainly. In
oonnection with this shop she did considerable publishing - her idea
being of courge eventually to build up a publishing house. Miss
Peabody's 1little book shop on West Street became at onoe a oenter of
oonversational if not of commereial activity. The fine and serious
mind, the splendid personality of the proprietor drew to her room
the Concord nghtai Emerson, Hawthorne, Aloott and all the Brook
farm and Harverd orowd women flooked there, particularly idolizing
school girls, Misas Cheney in a few sprightly pagagraphs on Miss
Peabody speaks of the shop as a "kind of Transcendental Exchange".
This at least is ocertain for ten years it was there one heard as
good talk as could be heard in town so engrossed did Miss Peabody
bvecome in her publishing work that she saw the necessity of °
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outside visiting and she olaims to have heen the first Boston woman
vhe set aside a regular ewening for her friends ~ a olaim also made
for Mrs. Otis. However that may be it was the book shop which as
long as it lasted, until about 1650, was her really important center.
Unfortunately the undertaking was a failure commereoislly. A combi-
nation of book publishers to put her out of business is usually .
stated as the reason, hut one oan read between the lines of her story
another explmation which must have had something to do with it and
that wes that Miss Peabody was much more dséply interested in the
ideas in her books than in their sale. It was but an episede in a
oareer destined to bring into Amerioan educational life fresh knowl-
edge and fresh stimulus, for it was through Flizabeth Peabedy that
Proebel and the kindergarten first hecame known in the United States
- & story which belongs to a later chapter of this narrative.

If it is impossible to find in any other Ameriocan town
two women exaotly like Margaret Fuller and Flizabeth Peabody, it is
not difficult te find evtrywhara women of the same quality of intel-
ligence, the same eagerness for knowledge and the same geal in so-
quiring and spreading it. The quickening of the mind of their sex
was what they sought, But they were neither pioneers nor exoep-
tions, exoept in degree., An amazing amount of intellectual work of
one kind or another aside from the eduoational and reform work on
which we have touched in the previous chapter was going on. It
one will run over the files of the North Amerioan Review from 1840-
1860, he will find that there is not & volume which does not give
some gpace %o the oonsideration of the books by women. In poetry
and romanoe they were particularly produwtive. There are many
writers seriously oonsidered that are now forgotten, but there are
names which never will be forgotten and several whose works must
remain as among the best doouments of the life of the times we have,
a8 for example, Mrs. Kirklend's Western studies, fresh, sparkling,
wise and kind sketches of Michigan Territory 1life; Mrs. FElliot's
"Women of the Revolution, ® material gathered with what the Review
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calls & "patienoe whioh deserveéd to be called pious® énd much of
which would have been lost if it had not been for her zeal and per-
sistence, and of ocourse that book of all time "Uncle Tom's Cabin.®
Hot only were American women doing a great deal of good writing, as
much if not more I am inelined to think all things considered, than
they are doing now, She was proving herself a suocessful editor,
In Boston Margaret Fuller's work from 1840 to 1844 on the DIAL is
familiar, but an even more diffioult task was well performed from
1843 to 1848 by Cornelia Wells Walter, who then took entire editore
ial oharge of the Beston Daily Eveping Transoript. Many women who

suoceeded with books were oalled to editorial tasks as Greeley
called Lydia Maria Child to the Tribune. As JMrs. Kirkland was
oalled tu‘Philadelphia in 1848 to take the editership of Sartain's
Magazine.

If one seeks a falr and trustworthy expression of the in-
terests, the ambitions and the attitude of mind of the average Ameri-
oan woman at this time - the women of whom the above were the lead-
ers, he can not do better than to study one of these editors, Sarah
Josephs Hale - the same Mrs. Hale whose efforts for Bunker Hill Monu-
ment have already been referred to.

Mrs. Hale oame into her position ag editor of the leading
Woman's journal of the day by & path she blazed for herself. She
had received the fine home training whioh the early New England
fathers and mothers gave their daughters and in 1813 had married o
man of superior intelligence. Throughout their married 1life the
two made it a rule to oarry on & systematio oourse of reading and
study. But their life together lasted only some eight years, and
Mrs., Hale found herself wikhout means and with ohildren to eduoate.
Untrained as she was, she immediately determined to utilize her
knowledge of books and a ceertain happy facility in versifiocation.
Poems which she had written in happier days she oollected into a
subsoription edition and sent them out with a pathetic 1ittle cirou=
lar, stating that 1t was not vanity or the desire of fame which com-
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pelled her to rush inte print, but only the neoessity of sarning
meney for her ohildren. The poems were followed by her first
novel, "Horthwood,® a story of the North and South, famous in its
day. Twenty-five years after its firset appearance, in 1882, Mrs.
Hele got out a new edition of "Northwood®, in the preface of which
she said the book had been written with her bhabe, bern after its
father's death, in her arms, not for fame, but o suppert her ohilde
ren. She submitted the manusoript of "Northwood" to Putnam and
Hunt of Boston, and on the strength of it, they asked her to under-
take the editorship of a magaszine which they wished to start, "The
Ladies' Magazine® to be devoted exolusively to the interests of

women . Novel as the offer must have been to a woman in 1827, Mrs.

‘Hale did not hesitate. “"The Ladies' Magazinse®, which the announce=-

ment deolared to be devoted to "female education and the moral im-
provement of soclety", was an immediate suocess, but the editor-in-
chief, although she seems to have written herself well to half

ef the oontents of every number, was not satisfied with this means
of axpression, Volume after volume of “Juvenile Misoellany®, of
"Tokens, * "Keepsakes, " "Annals® written whelly or in part hy Mrs.
Hale appeared. It was in one of these velumes, dedicated "To A1l
Good Children in the United States" and published in 1830, that the
classic rhymes "Mary Had A Litile Lamb» first appeared, probably
the last thing that Mrs. Hale ever wrote which she supposed would
have anything more than a temporary life;

The success of lrs. Hale in the Ladies' Magazine attracted
the attention of Louls A. Godey of Philadelphia, who conesived the
idea of buying out the journal and Mrs. Hale with it and annexing
both to the Ladies' Book of his own town. In 1841 he suocesaded in
the undertaking and Gedey's Ladyes' Book with Mrs., Hale as editor be-
gan its oarser. This famous journal which enly flicked out a few
years ago was founded on the prineiple that an editor sghould give
the public he aims to reach what it believes and wants, that he
should never shoek it, Mr,. Godey believed that nobedy in the
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United Staies understood and helieved in the ideals and interests of
the average well-to~do Amerioan Woman ag Mre. Hale did and he was
right. _In the firet place Mrs. Hale was a woman, who found the key
to 1life in the interpretation of the Rible whieh then prevailed and
in this she had the American women with her. They got from the
ohurch the reason of things as they found them - the reason for
their submission t0 maseuline authority - the explanation of their
place in scelety, their program of activities. From it they got,
too, their vieion. To be sure it was & viesion of the future =
Heaven was their home not the earth. FHeaven was to realize the
pure demooracy - earth never oould. The emphasis of Christian
teaohing was placed on patienoe and enduranoe and the activity to
which it urged was saving souls by teaching and exhortation and
charity. The chureh failed to grasp that the evils whieh it coun-
s8lled should be endured were for the most part preventable, that
its first business was keeping souls from eorruption, not submit-
ting to oconditions that foreed ruin and then trying to pateh them
up, that its ohief effort was remedy when it should have been pre-
vention. Woman took the teachings as a rule quick, liberally and
dewoutly. They wers not sticklers for oreed. Men might spend
their days in fighting over immersion and predestination and the
meaning of the six days of oreation, eto., eto., but it was the
practioal and scoial activities whioh engrossed them, raising money
for church extension, feeding the poor, getting up donations for
the preacher, packing boxes for frontier teaohers, helping support
& missionary, teaching in Sunday Sohoel. These were the best ways
they then saw for making their own little worlds better and happier
and always and forever that is what the mass of women are trying to
do - the real neoessity of the good woman's heart.

Mrs. Hale always edited and wrote in entire sympathy with
this interpretation of Christian duty. Hothing was permitted in
the Lady's Book that was not in harmony with the Orthodox teachings
of the day.
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Another stronghold of lirs. Hale was her belief in gentil-
ivy. That beautiful tradition then ruled among American Women.

It went to funny, even sinful extremes. They ran from the prim
notions of propriety illustrated by the tale of a famous New Fnglend
spinster, Mamm Betty, the tragedy of whose life was that Gormon
Brooks had onee seen her drinking out of the spout of her tea~ket-
tie to the sinful modesty of a woman like Susan B, Anthony's mother
who hefore the advent of her children hid herself from everybody,
never mentioning the little one fo evsn her own mother, In its
reasonable interpretation gentility meant gentleness, self-rastraint,
unselfishness, oourtesy and these were the ambitions of the Amerioan
mother for her girls - the mark of the lady, the tests of bhirth and
breeding - that gentilify was sadly mixed with evasions otlthm facts
of 1life was its weakness, the defeot of its quality.

On this foundation of religion and gentility Mrs. Hale
bullt Godey's. As in her first venture, %"female education and the
moral improvement of society"® was her most cherished objeot-helt,
8he did not insisgt on these aims Lo the detriment of the popularity
of the journal. It is interesting to examine the Tiles of Codey's
to sgee how constantly Mrs. Hale limbered up, trying to meet the de=-
mands of the day. It was something of a wrenoh for her at first
to add fashions to her highly moral jowrnal, but she applied the
same seriousness and inteliigence to them that she did to the rest
of her departments. It was Mrs. Hale who made the interesting at;
tempt to Amerieanize the Frenoh fashions. "todey's Amerioanized
Pregch Yashion-pletes® are one of the most suoccsssful efforts to
influenee the dress of women ever made in this eountry, Her activ~
ities outside of the regular work of the journal were endless. It
is undoubtedly to Mrs. Hale that we owe the fasct that we have a nat-
ional Thanksgiving Day. Tor years she agitated this, regularly
evary fall sending out to the governors of all the states her appeal
that they choese the last Thursday of November for the celebration
in their states. B8he persistently appesled to Congress and to

-
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various eminent men, and finally in 1860, for the firet time, Mr.
Lincoln proolaimed a National Thanksgiving Dey. fhe wanted it de-
olared a legal national holiday, which has never been done, of course,
though the practioe amounts to that, Another campaign she carried
on with great persistency was substituting the word ®"woman® for
"female., ™ in her early dayvs the latter word was used almost en-
tirely, but largely due to her persistent oorrespondence and agitat-
ing through the "Lady Book™ the use was discontinued. She was
greatly interested in the medical eduoation of women, particularly
for women who might be going out as missionaries, and in order to
spread the idea she ocarried on an extensive correspondence with the
bishops of the church.

Muech of her editorial correspondenoce in the sarlier years
of Codey's is still preserved by her grand-daughter, Miss Mary
Gtookton Hunter of Philadelphia, who oourteously has allowed the
writer to examine it. It gshows not only her zeal in trying to
get the best work for her journal, but the respeot and friendliness
whioch the best men of the time had for her. Poe was not an wnfre-
gquent contributor to "The Lady Book® and wrote her most appreciative
letters. Ha liked her verse and was especially complimentary about
her romance in rhyme, "Aliee Ray.* Oliver Wendell Holmes, who had
been a fellow hoarder of Mrs. Hale in the years when she was edit-
ing "The Ladies' Magazine" in Boston, wrote her in one letter, apro-
pos of her own work, "Your perseveranoe and spirit in literary lsbor
£i11 me with admiration, How much you have done, and always with a
high and pure aim." There is a letter in the file from Charles
Dickens in the same tone. But though Holmes' letters are always
most friendly, I find only refusals to write for “The Lady's Book."
In one letter dated Maroh 4th, 1847, he tells her, in exousing him-
salr; "I do not really think it worth while to count me as one of
the regular army of literateurs. I olaim to be only a volunteer,

I rarely write, I often refuse entirely to print what I have
written, and when I do, T always have to look over my proofs twiee
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that no nonsense but my own may get into them. In short, I am one
of the class of impracticables, a worthless set who cost a great deal
in postage, and 1like the famous trout that Mr. Sullivan used to tell
of, take more butter to oook tham than they are worth."

The suocess of (Godey's Tady's Book ig one of the wonder
tales of American journalism. Tt reasohed the phenomenal cireula-
tion at one time of 150,000 copies, and it was oommonly said that
ne lady would think her drawing room table complete without it.

Now how did the Woman's Rights Movement impress the ladies
who read Godey's,women like Mrs, Hale, Mrs. Otis, Mrs. Rush, Mar-
garet Tuller? These women it should be remembered helleved them-
selves truly progressive - and were. Bnough had been sald of them
to show that they had all broken with the conventions of their con-
servative oireles and sought for themselves and these about them
fuller lives. They were all advooates of the great Demoeratic move-
ment for the higher education of women and eaoh in her way worked
for it - were themselves eduocated. But they were not supporters of
the Woman's Rights Movement and why?

After Mrs., Hale's death in 1879 a society of which she
had been long & member passed this remlutioné-
dustry *bha.’i.z ’33?;3}1:: r;kmo;dﬁ::: :ggnwzﬁgn:;?gﬁ: ;—E;r:o‘:lioghng
element in the charaoter of the women of our eountry - that while
guarding with jealous care Women's real rights and highest oulture
she 80 mingled in her daily life and writings the spirit of progress
:&g.tme oonservatiam that she never compromised true womanly na-

In that paragraph one has the prinoiple stated in the po-
sition of the day in which thousands of American Women were acting
in the '40's and the '50'55 "The spirit of progress, " without
oompromising "irue womanly nature.," It was this oconviction the
Woman's Rights Movement somehow few of them could have explained
who violated this rule that kept & great body of women out of the
movement - the fear that they were going to lose something of thelr
womanliness. Bven staunch supporters of the movement shared this

fear, Mrs. Blackwell herself has told the writer with vhat oriti-
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cal eyes she watohed hersgelf and friends to see if they were deter-
minate in ocharacter and gentleness.

A powerful influenoce against their aocceptance of the new
views was their belief in the interpretation long given to what the
Bible has to say about women. The old liberal teachings caused
them all more or less struggle. Mrs. Hale felt keenly the need of
squaring up oertain features of the movement for emaneipation which
she could not but admit, with Biblioal teachings and worked out one
of the most ingenious arguments produeed for thig purpose, This
is found in the profaoa to what she always considered her magnum
opus -~ the Woman's Reeord - & work in which she undertock to show
by skeiohes of all the women of achievements in all times, where
women excelled, where they failed, and where they oould best direct
their efforts. Upwards of eight hundred women, areient and modern,
are sketohed in the work - but not merely sketoched, each has to
stand Mrs. Hale's measuring rod. In her preface she lays down her
position as to women's place in the world - basing it necessarily
on the Scriptures. According to her interpretation woman is the
superior to man, was intended sv to be by the Creator. fhe argues
that the first Chapter of (Genesis shows that there was a care and
preparation in forming woman which was not bestowed on man.
Moreover, she was "the last work of oreation® - "fthe crown of all" ~
and the theory of evolution shows that the last is bestl She ar-
gues that 8t. Paul meant to teaoh the superiority of women when he
ordered that she remain oovered and man uncovered in the churches.
"Is it not the privilege of the superior to remain covered in the
pressnoe of the inferior" she askes triumphantly.

In the affair of the apple she finds that while the men
fell utterly we did not, fhe confessed and toock her punishment
meekly, but Adam threw the blame on her and "like a felon he was
oondemned to hard lshor for life on the ground oursed for his sake.,®
BEve was to suffer for her ohildren and be subjeot to her husband, bdbut

ghe was not voast dowm by fall - like man.® ''To her was confided by
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the Creator's express declaration the migsion of diginterested af-
feotion -~ her 'desire' was to be to her husband, ® but not for his
pleasure, for his slevation. And from this argument she concludes

that "Woman is God's appointed asgent of morality.* Anything that

leads her away from this mission, that leads her to aspire to in-
tellectual, professional or industrial equality with man is to ob-
seure her real and higher calling - to wesken her powers ang to de-
base rather than elevate her., And there is no measure of doubt
that this argument or a variety of it worked powerfully with s vast
body of women - and for that matter does still.

But aside from the general fear that in some way their
gentility and their womanliness would be bhroken down by the new
views - aside from their inability to aocept ARy néew whioh seemed
to be in oppeosition to Biblical teachings.The most powsrful of
all things against the movement in the writer's judgment was a .
fundamental eonnection of the Worth-~whileness of the woman's life,

To bpér and to rear, %o feel the deependence of man and
ohild - the rneoessity for themselves ~ to know that upon their bascks
depended the health, the character, the happinesg, the future of
oertain human beings - {0 sees themselves laving or preserving the
foundations of so imposing a thing as a family - to build so that
these familfes would beoome a strong stone in the state - to feel
themselves through this family perpetuating and perfecting ohurch,
sooiety, Republio. This was life - thig was worth while. They
knew it. They might not have been able to state it, but all their
instinots and experienoes oonvineed them of the supreme and eternal
value of their plase in the world, They dared not tamper with it,
The womeén who honored it most were the least willing to tamper with
it.

Regpect for your calling brings ratience with its burden
and its limitations. The changes they might desire they would only
work for congarvatively if at all. They might deplore the laws
that gave & man the power to beat his wife - but as a matter of




Areaqi Jens||ad 8b6a1100 Ausuba| v ‘Pr6T-068T ‘UONISII0D (18G4l " Bpl 8UL 'ZTOZ ‘ebew) renbiq

(28)
faot few men did beat thelr wives and popular opinion was & power=
ful weapon. They might deplore the laws of propriety=~ but few of
thém were deeply touched by them. The husband, the ochlld, the home,
the scoial eirele, the chureh, thase things were infinitely more
interesting and importunt to them than diplomss, rights to work,
rights to prupor'ty, righta to vote. All the mtinent's in the
revolting Women's program seemed trivial, cold, profitless beside
the realities of life as they dresmed it and struggled to realise
it. It wag the woman's 1ife whioch berred the way most effectually
to the growth of the cause of Woman's Rightis.

But this did not mean that these women who held back were
incapable of being swept 4into a great national movement if some
impelling need stirred their hearts - that they could not put aside
home and child and hushand - give thempelves snd all they hai if
the eall should come. They were to be put to the test at the mo-
ment when the advooates of Women Rights were most bitter againet
what they felt to be their narrowress and selfichness and their re-

sponse makes one of the noblest chapters in Ameriocan Womanhood.
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There was no place in the country where this mctivity was
more feverish than in New Yorks Ten days after the fall of Sumter,
the New York Tvening Post reportedrunder the title of "Movements of
the Ladiea' Relief Association® nine défferent groups of women most of
them comnected with churches sas having organized to 9011oot money ,
flannel, muslin, old linen, preserved anl dried fruits,wine, brandy,
tapioca, farina, srrow-root, eted' It was here that the firast attempt
at something more than local organization wes made. The suggestion
cane in a meeting, which as a matter of fact had heen stampeded
by people entirely outside of those for whom it was intended.

One of the most interesting young institutions in the city at that
time was a smaell infirmary for women snd children, entirely under

the managerent of capable phyeicians, the first thing of the kind ever
gtarted in this countrys. It had been founded by Drs Elizabeth Black-
well. One of Tr. Blackvell's objects in the infirmary wes train-
ing nurses.s She saw immediately, after the call to war, that one of
the difficulties was going to he to get women for the hospitals who
really were fit for the service, and with the hope that they might

in her institution do something toward aiding in this particulsr, she
called together the women on her board mm® of directorss The notice by
acoident got into the New York Times, and instead of the lady managpr§
alone, there appaarodlin the little infirmary a company of some

fifty or sixty women, nmsnv of them prominent in New York, eager to
help if they could. Among then came a few men also prominent in the
town. Instead of discussing nmurses, as was intended, the meeting
turned to a discussion of the need of organizing the scattered ef-
fortes which were breaking out all over the town in such am aston-
ishing numbers. It was proposed that a nmass meeting he held in

Cooper g:i::i to see what could be done.

Two days later, on April 8%th, a call for a mass meeting was
issued,signed by ninety-two ¥omen, the hest known names in the city.
The result of this mass meeting was the organization of The Tomen's

Central Relief Association which proposed to absorb all of the scatter-
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ed societies through the city and its suburhs, in order to organize
and direct their efforts, But the Women's (Central Relief Asscciation
was hardly under way before a larger scheme had been developed by the
very men and women who had brought it into existence.

There was fresh in the mind of the country at this time the
work which Florence Nightingale had done in the Crimean, and all of
the wise suggestions about army sanitation and nursing which had
grown out of it, To utilize these in the coming war seemed to be
the height of wisdom and a so called Sanitary Cormission was organized
w.ich proposed to supplement the Medical Depsrtment of the ermy in
the work of caring for the soldiers.

The men having this commission in charge felt that the
Women's Relief fssociation could hetter work in connection with that
body than alone, that tley could fulfill towards the central commission
tle most importent work of furnishing supplies and nurses. It was
something of a wrench for some of the women, at least, to merge their
society, but it was very promptly done. The cormon sense of “he plan
appealed to most of the women. Almost before it was realized the
Seanitary Cormission was at work and the women were pulling with it in
the most natural and systematic way,

As has been said, their first work was furnishing supplies.
Lint and havelocks had been the two chief objects to which they .had
turned their attention at the stert, but through the Sanitary Com-

mission there now was sent out
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As soon as the war was really over and the disorder it had

| in regular pursuits had begun to be ol sared away it was plain

nere wag a new American women in the fieldTIn_J.a.u_Lhan
twenty years after thewar-was ever;—it—was obviews‘\that a revoli=
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7 New colleges for women, the admission of women into state univer-
UM
sities on equal terms with men, the opening of staid old institut-
_{1(, . .
ian‘?, the ﬁultiplying of women dootors amd the beginning of the
)
training of nurses, the organizing of charities on a scale unknown

Women working with men ?.n multitudes of new callings, a
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steady improvement in eivil laws, < these were;l the phenomena which
e L.
en and women saw going on all around t em?\__ 8 of themselves, The

'act was the "Women's Rights" were in the main achieved - if we con-
%

cede that a right is aolaieved %en those who want it are not only
’ a/‘t_ C
ree to exeroise it but h 'a ma;]oriity\; wf the peo=

le supporting and encouraging them in that exereise. So sweeping & <
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aad been the chamge that those women who had heen the leaders in
the Woman's Rights Movement - Mrs, Stanton, Wkss Anthony, Luocy

v
Stone, Yrs, Gag% & began to turn their attention almost exelusively

to one plank in their orjginal platform - the Suffrage plank,

v¥hieh had always beer by the advooates of Woman's Rights,

thet you get your righte in the world because it is negessary for the
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e - _hwﬁft Was a tremendous lesson in one eternal fact | O '§
g00d not of yourself but of the whole thet you have them; moreover, §

that the bedy of women will never demand a right because it is a

right, but that when they need it to accomplish some good for which ig
they feel themseelves regpensible they will rsafs‘l:t aﬁ& get it ause <

N
Wl_requi;u it, Neceegmity, meed, ic what forees new ‘jm >
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the Preedman's Bureanu of work begun AE

3 's Tor
ine CGriffing of Ohio,~th eldler's s,

Jae Urphan's Asylums and Schools - were working in & smals .

dozen plaees, gsu&lly under the direetion of womern. When the war
closed they had ready the beginnings of the great institutions which
were %o handle these mighty problems.

They had no hegitation in felling into line with the men
and doing whatever they eounld to helﬁpiuzﬁﬁud)_hey had learned they
could werk with men - on the battlefield, in the hospitals, in the
counting-room, anywhere they wers needed, and lope nothing in seif=-
respeot or publie respect. The country had learned it too. The
ecomplets revolution in pepular feeling in this matter was one of the
most interesting effeots of the great experience. Hundreds of
women wﬁcthald strenucusly to the o0ld traditione of reserve had been
doing all kinds of unheard of tasks, unconseiously and naeturelly,
simprly because it was necesgary they should do them, and in doing
them they had established without argument their right to do them,
The swagger of independence, the‘bxaéé of defiance whieb.%%&ﬁ&jaﬁé?%bdl
ln9ked-eﬁ-hsé-alunys—tali_in the demand g@?ﬁkighua, and whiech un-
queationably f ‘ightened awabkag;gggn wae intellectually were comw
vinead of th;\noundnaas of the arguments had been entirely wanting
in the war's great movement of women of all classes into organized
publie work with men. They had come in as naturally as they came

inte chureh or drawing -room, and they were accopted as naturally as

they were thers.
£ the eoun:
C The elodé of the war did not 1eave the women ©

Lo/ ad laaty ~
L/M’M":i‘)gb1'.11& eontraryj%%i?ﬁﬂ creazed a new pet of burdens, a

group of problems - "to bind up the Hation's wounds, to care for
oW .

him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his or-
phans" - these tasks the women who had been working both as individ-

uals and in organizations saw long before the close of the war were

to be their peculiar care and they had begun to make ready for them. ” -
i)

All.ﬁf the peculiar relief institutions which followed the war -

-+~





