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'American business: and finance as those covered bf&ihisvvtlulma
In 1878 a lusty young capitelism stood on the thrtlholtfct an’

era of unpagzpllelod opportunity. As the country 1n thm ;adn&
years rapidly filled in its unoccunied spaces, matchltil
resources were disclosed on every hand. The old gpir1§ qrm.
iffﬁontiér, having swept across the continent to the rii;éf¢ ;_g~:V
Pacific, now turned back upon its course, infecting t&jfnﬁﬁflT”"
industrialism with a crude individualism =nd nprvigﬁ[; ;:

to fabulous feats of economic exploitation. Tho'o_
the machine was the outward amd wiedble sign of !h!$
 was a revolution. By 1898 the first age of con'gf__
dempleted. The new masters of American destiny ﬁi&j;
their dominion and were firmly intrenched in the of
business order which their boundless energy had oon' ved

It may fairly be said that no other book on the"nubfnct

offers so clear a picture of the s sweep of Amerioan oooaﬁnio f,?f
development -~ its freshness, its vitality, itslack et,pggn;umf

dcmplo -~ as Miss Tarbell's. But she is not content to treat

this transformation as &n impersonal process, with iha_h@lﬁ;

factors aubmerged in a spate of dreary statistics. lonxlr,

every page bears the imprint of the persanalities of iki'!ﬂﬂ

who gaye form and direotion to the seismic eoonomie tetllt thth'



were remaking society. Many a graphie pen portttit"
historical memory the namee of persons who, had they employ

. their talents in politice, would long since have rocoivu‘."”“'*
e T\l:uw'
e Juat dues at the hands of posterity. No reader ﬂf lic;‘i

~

Tarbell's volume is likely to forget the important rau p:(.;'
1n this age by such m figures as Hor’rm. ' :
Theodore N. Vail, Charles A. Coffin, Elihu Thomeon, rmnut'

H. Newell)and a host of others.

The foremos} authority on the earliest and grolttl‘ '2 thq.

Rt R

* industrial trusts and the amthor of & revealing book on. th. L
relations of pressure groups to tariff making, Mise Ttrbiﬁl hlu, Dy
lnng been a student of American business practices. lh. T‘,-' 5 ﬁ%,
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approaches the economic scene of the eighties and ninction liﬁh ‘

aluturity of jBdgment and breadth of vision which betrnw ihl
N

epirit of the interpreter rather than that of the advocate. ﬁot Hg}

eadzzﬁtﬁafih a portrayal of surface developments, she ltlrohns
into the motives that stirred men to weal®h, productf%n, dc-ccn-*f, :

1ng their actions in terms of the then prevalent standlmdc 1n

the world of trade as well as in the light of a more advaae.ﬁ f ;&@4£

code of ethics. | iRy
Nor do the cogfusion and strife of the era blind hcr to

the deeper trends., To many students the America of this age

has appeared hardly more than a welter of crude ozploatvt

forces, a raw unlovely society in which a feverish aaqutlitlvo b

spirit testified to the rising power of urban c;pitaitqn.r,gyga;Lfa



all she perceives a unifying pattern' a tendency in QV‘irf:
department of economic endeavor to organize on a nati@na-

basis. Industry, transportation, communication, agricu

interlocking, interdependent structure which betokened a .
significant new stage in American development./ With ﬁhq:
nationalizing of business the problem of governmﬁnt~r6
became 2 national problem and caused Congress to cihq!ﬁ_f
first experiments in curbing corporate enterpriso. !h!
othtral theme, as the title of the book indioatea.
: : httuelf to a recital of material growth, ghe leareﬂ to a
B s, 3 oéﬁpanion volume the story of the repercussions of thn.ﬁng’
urban industrialism on all aspects of social and cul#uxglgi f
The consolidating proceess in business met with ma€; f. ;
resistances, notably on the part of the wage-earners aﬂﬁ-fﬁt f{fw%
farmers. Their efforts to safeguard their intereets in an lgo ety

of violent transition constitute an important part of thc

author's narrative and provide the volume with some of itc nnst

dramatic moments. Readers will not soan forget Miss Tarball'l {ﬁﬁ g
'04-{ account of the Hapmarket riot, or of the turbulent advanec ot :

A. M, Schlesinger, The Rige of the City (A Hist




or laos ! Attention is given also to th- mz
that challenged the basic sssunptioal-bt tho
'%ﬂu‘t socialism, anarchism, the aing}.a M&

nm the eighties and nineties., 1In theit c-

"1& their failures as well as their auocuses,

om dq mey find ’ signvosts for the future,




