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' My dear lrs., Blys

1 wrate you scie five or six weckse ego that ag soon as I had
ti' i I was going to dictete o long letter to yous I have bosn longer in
finding that tiae thon T expecied fo Lo T g

1 heve just been going over your Jebtor wad with such L,:ca
interest tool I wont to ask yeu if : uu .0hl( ~Lh he ‘Jillhu for us Lo use
the wein pard of 1 in The Auericun Vagazin Sore tise in dhe next fall op .
wiaters e would send you proofs of \npi we usad; and vse your neme oxgnqt
65 you Lokt requegte o 4.

S fad now to the letber itself. It scoms thoy ‘,rc vory cits points
Sroyou Neh@. I welcoe nny woren Lhet keeps alive the pride of: fez._ 1 wonder
SAf it ds v"m, ag’ I‘u“u.s]l” in {iie world no ve. sonebines lave roesor to thinks X

wonder 1T o pood deal of the b(,l.l‘ttlc; werit 0f the wompn's pert is not o poll.ucal

Cdodgs. & have found move than once, dn ucr'”i.chug bolow the qm‘f’ace of worien ok
whe ore beweiling the. inferiovity of the s6r ’Lha‘L t,"«,j »ovls_ mrn w 1t, mfenae_. 4

with nliost savage eloguences

1 cm*tamly agree with you in. tl mkmg, uith you that tne auffrage
mpvrmenl is one of the manifestation of wonan's efforts to oblein conpmt.e
econoriic independence.  But there is stili a great mult:.tudc» who are :ob &t all
keen for econcowic indepeundence, who are for sui’f_rage. It .seens Lo e in that -
cese t¢ be a rathor pethetic effort Yo find nowething to meet an. unreat wmch
they do noi very well undershand, And which, so hazy arce their ideas gbout uhat
wakes Lilc and whet mekes hoppiness, they can never ¢f thenseives gabiofy. It
ra*' her looks te re now ms if the course of thinsa dn thig country was going 1o

‘soactiing 1ike thin. Wg sliall have suffrage greduelly everywhore,: Ity

of co'wa, will not do the things that its militent advocates beliove. Graduau,«,-[“*;
I fuucy, ns civilization developes, we will come to recognize tlio nccosau,y of &

divieion of labor betwoen men and woemen, Fractlcall,;. of coursc. t:e nevor mll
got for avay from this dbvislon of labor. '

Gf course, in tho prosen’c stato of feelm ' ong women, tha S

dengers are, a9 you say, the multlpllcatwon of spinsters, and ¢f merried women .
who under their oxample, or for' ono ra'zuon or ano nex-,- \,nfe up 'bho makihgf of the

home to earn breads = - S TR

You ars ri{fhb,.«.ﬁ be.l.leve, in thinking, that the &ntz-suffx‘age ,
rmveront isn't going to meet the mtuation, and. you agk me what do- you. consider
a wige and hclpf'ul attitude for lovers of tle home to- take’ ~An. answer. t0 .
th&t ‘question is- really what I have boen fhuundering around in the mg,azine

- about, . I do. not, as 1 say above, think that the arrhl-sui’frage movement ie the
best way tp mcet i‘h. | So i'ar as poesible, p onally, I waxrb to ig:nore Bui’fraga. .
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pe 2+ to lirs. Bly.

I believe in ins:at1ng emphatically on the dignity end importqncn of wbat I _
call, Tlho Business of Being a Worvan. I baelieve this business should ‘be pro« )
fesslonalized. I should 1like to sce in our scliool Lveryuhera, par%icular)y
in girls' schools and colleges, a large amount of attention given to-the
organization of sceleby Yo the place the femily has in it. - So for as X Lnow,
a girl gobs now scarcely anindication even in Lhe college courea of the fact
that the whole :mchinory in which we live is based on that. - I should llhe to
B8ee wonen's clubs and orgenlzations overywhere teking up the s}udy of the
gtructure of socicty. I should like to have its backward and’fiorelized state
muckracked fore and aft. Thore ere & nusber of quéstions it seens 1o me that
women ought to bo YUPC“ seriously to mgwer, and-one is thiv cuestion of g‘,
douegtic service. oy oughi not o ba aliowved to shirk 1b ary longcr. & 2

CAgedin I think ve must ettack the woman in 1ndustry, art;cularly
tno marricd wowmans  She hes no husiness thowe.: Frcquently iy tno economlc

“waste of forced nerlect of homo was uLMLrvicod, ghe viould not be there, If

we had o botter oducetion in househeld munage :Cnt in 1hr1ft, in khe 1uportanca
of qualily, somebuing wiglt Le done.

FPersonal:y I regard en industrial s;stem, unlch requxrea greai
bodies of chesp labor, a vicieus thing in n youg, rich ccunbry like tiis,’ There
-ghoul? e no zuch a thing as choap lobor in this countrye hLet the. counhrlea
where all labor is cheap because of the stend of living, elc.. rake tha goods
that recuire cheap labor, That will give them money 4o buy of us the things
that we con raigse and stiil support the Americun stenderd of living.: Tnat will
free womon irom factories and shops quicker than any other thinp

L hope to sec, as 46 goes on, a lérge'local-déveiopheﬁt'¢f-négive j,u~”

industries, wiich wild give girls, who nmust support themselves, employment near

howe, ani if house work could be democratized it would be an enormous hclp. -  :*jfiﬂr~f‘.

You gee what I am awkwardly deiving aty 1 hope. and tkat is to

miagnify and dignify end enlarge the home as the fundamental factor zn eociety.‘j;“

Of courso as wd golng noy, we are bel ittleing it every day.

And as for letting man off from his huaxness of providlng for a':lsz'”ffw-;'
family, could anylhing be more absurd! - Of course he will go afishing and stay . - - -
‘efishing. As a matier of Tect, it hes always been the wonder of the: world’ to
me thet he stayed put &s well es he did.  And I certalnlJ tnlnk it L9 d very

dangorous oxperiment to oven hint to him thai uoman 18 ablo to tahe nla JOb
off his shoulders. :

X could go on for anothor aeveral pages, my dear hrs. Bly, but I

: ,haven't the leisure just now. I want you to know‘thaz I raally wag much .t
_f interested in. your lively and though*ful letter.,._j:j 5» el _‘v_nliﬁ;z;“fg‘
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p. 3. to hxs. Bly.

e I Bazd before. ‘oo begiu with I hopc you will let us usa‘}
the majcr‘ pm't, ox 11: .’m ‘bhe magazine. '

?ery vinc eroly yours,

g

. Mrs, Vincent Y. Bly,
~Leesburgy - Virginie.
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