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Springfield,Ill., March 230, 1899,

My Dear Miss Tarbell:

I made a hurried trip to Pete_ra‘ourg today and talked with
Mr.N.W.Branson with reference to the story of Albert Brooks and his
appointment to a place in the Interior Department at the instatice of
Lincoln, Mr.Branson is one of the ablest amd best known lawype rs
in Central I linois. Anythirg he says may be relied upone.

“I hdve heard this story a thousand times®", said Mr.Branson,
»and I have no doubt it is substantially true., Mr.Brooks has been

dead seven or eight years. He was a little,scrawny blear-cyed man,
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— not at all impressive, but was regarded at Petersburg as a ma of
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-+ considerable ability. According to the story current here, Linceln
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:said to Mr.Smith in a half-jeking way: 'I know Brooks to be able te

g‘rill acceptably any pesition in the Interior Department, frem Secre tary
=
"~ down. '
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That part of the story which represents Lincoln as saying,

'Appoint him to the pesitien he secks, or I may fim occasion to appoeint
(f\-(

%him Secrctary ol the Interior,! is entirely new to me, I do not

:belierve Lincoln said such a thing; it is too unlike him. Brooks
is

Qaspired only to a clerkship, and itAhardly possible. that Linceln
C

ocould have made such a threat seriously. Whether or not Brooks

a@al a *side partner' of Lincoln at Peter sburg, I cannot sgy. Such
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arrangements in these days were very commen. Howewer, withth. : ;
q:cepticn mentiened, I believe the story to be true.} | ‘

A daughter of Mr.Brooks lives in Washingten, D.C., or aid
live there a few years ago. She is the wife ef & Prekbyterian~ L
clergpman--a Mr.Ramsdel er Ramsden."

I also read Mr.Branson the story about John S,Wilson. He
haAnever heard it .befare, ami thought its details .aemovihat improbabiagl
I will see 1f I can find out anything more about the Wl lson stoxy.

Very singcerely yours,

JM o D



