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»I understand that the Carnegie Company have
determined that there shall be changes in their methods; thn&
there shall be a different rate of compensation paid hctiﬁ?ﬂ!l
for certain kinds of labor, and that the contracts shall ;
another time of the year, and that they make those condit
peremptory and absolute - the reduction of wages and the
in the termination of the period of the contracts. It is
true that they have, in the exercise of what they claim, to be

recognized existence in this country.il!ho army raised il@
by the Pinkertons is as distinctly known in this countrw as
regular army of the United States. : F

force has existed. Its number is not always the sane. The
mander in chief of this army, like the barons of the Middle
has a force to be increased at pleasure for the service of 1. 8
who would pay him or them, and they have been employed in many
places, in many of the States of the Union. They have been {
in New York, and have shed the blood of citizens of that State.
They have been employed in Illinois, and have shed the blood of
citizens of Illinois)l At other points in the United States tbqr
have been employed.

"This company claim not only the right to regt
their own business in their own way, but they claim the right t
fortify their position, and the right to introduce this armed
force within their fortified lines. They claim the right to a
free passage from théir armed boats on the Monongahela river
their fortifications; and hence this struggle, this battle; becau
battles are not necessarily conflicts between armed men organize
by proper authority, and there was a battle between the men who
supposed they had a right and this armed force of MMQl
raised and organized by the owners of this oatablilhn.nt.

"Mr. President, in meking this itltqunlﬁ
I have given no information to the Senate. We know what
are. It is claimed on one hand that the citizens fired
mercenaries, and it is claimed on the other hand °
mercenaries fired first upon the citizens. It is



Pinkertons (Continued)

to my mind, who fired the first shot. These are nan g
there for the purpose of battle - a contingent ptrptﬂir
but for the purpose of shedding the blood of these peopl
stood in their pathway. Their boats, I understand, were
as to be impervious to the pistols and muskete that were
to be in the hands of these people. e

"But even when that statement is made I have
but little toward reaching a solution of this question. What
desire from any committee of the Senate will be not to @qixwli
the story of this outrage, nor is it material whether the
for the present condition is cast upon the Carnegie C
It is simply because they are but representatives of new ¢
ditions of society. It might have happened at any one oft_
' places in the United States where large numbers of men are em
in the service of these enormous manufacturing establishments.
may happen anywhere. It may occur in Illinois, or in New Yoz
in Pennsylvania, or in Ohio. Anywhere it may happen, bo&ﬂult, :
the nature of things these interests oppose each other up to tlbf
extent that I shall describe.

T speak of the Carnegie Company merely because
happens for the fime being to be an_actor in these things. It 1
claimed for them and by them that they have an absolute right
the management of their own property; that they are not bound to
listen to the suggestions or the wishes of any third person; that
the men who have toiled with them and for them for years have no
voice whatever, have no interest in the establishment, have no
right, and only speak by the permission of those who employ thq..ﬁ
That is the broad statement of property rights in the c.rnoau “
Comp any. .

"The men who resist claim that they have some
rights, because if it is true as a matter of law, and if it is
to be regarded as true in a political sense, that these 4,500 me)
were simply trespassers there, then, of course, it must be very
difficult to condemn the Carnegie Company, except as to the me
in which they assert their rights.

I will not discuss that question. So
however, must be claimed for these men. I maintain -
attention of the Cormittee on Bducation and Laber, i
committee shall be instructed to inquire into this
these citizens were right. I maintain, according to ti
the land, not as the law is generally understood, bi
the principles of the law which must haran!t.r hl
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solution of these troubles, that those men had the right to
there. That makes it necessary for me to assert that these ;
had a right to employment there; they had earned the right to
live there, and these large manufacturing establishments - and
there is no other road out of this question - must hereafter be
understood to be public establishments in the modified sense =
which I will explain in a moment, in which the public is deeply
interested:; and the owvners of these properties must hereafter be
regarded as holding their property subject to the correlative
rights of those without whose services the property would be
utterly valueless. That concession which I make only concedes

to them a right to a reasonable profit on the capital invested

in their enterprises.

i TR TR

"I maintain, furthermore, that these laborers,
having been in that service, having been engaged there, having
spent their lives in this peculiar line of service, have the
right to insiet upon the permanency of their employment; and
they have the right to insist, too, upon a reasonable compensa=
tion for their services.

e e e

"We talk about the civileservice law as applicable
to Government employment. I assert that there is a law wider
and broader than that, which gives to these men who have been
bred in these special pursuits, as, for example, in the service
of railroads or of these vast manufacturing establishments, a
right to demand employment -« a right which can only bo defeated
by misconduct on their part.

"Withinimynlifetime I have seen marvelous changes.
There was a time when individualism was the universal rule, and men
lived alone almost, because they could support themselves; but
matters have changed. Today the world ie practically divided be-
tween the employers and the employees. I do not take into account
those neglected agricultural districts, those farm laborers, for'
whom nobody seems to care, for, in all the discussions of tariff
policy we have, nobody ever speaks of the toiler upon the farm,
We speak of organized labor and skilled labor, but when we come
to talk about the white or the black men who toil upon the fmai"
from the rdésing of the sun to the going down thereof, and speak
of the influence of legislation upon these men, we do not ros;tt
them. If we pray, for them, we pray for them very much as '
srougham said the Queen was prayed for -« for the desolate and
opppessed; if we legislate, they are not regarded. But this
organized labor is a power in the state. You must regard
must adjust it. ; g



Pinkerton (Continued)

"How can you adjust it? You can not do
asserting, what I admit to be true, that every man has a right
to the control of his own property in his own way; if h' does
not like to go to work for the Carnegies, he may go to work for

: somebody else. You can not settle it in that way. You can not
: settle it by saying that Mr. Carnegie has a right to employ

= whomsoever he pleases. Those are old truisms which have no

o application in this changed condition, when organized capitol

e furnished us all that we have; it furnishes all our food; it
D furnished all our clothing; it furnishes our physicians; I bel

5 it is now furnishing our lawyers; and it is said that it has

E; furnished us our legislators sometimes, although that is a 8l

e : which I am not disposed to indorse. That being the case, you

o have got to find some road out. You can not admit the absolute
& ~ + right of capital you can not admit the absolute right of laber
I you have got to adjust their rights upon some basis. what 1!*1‘?
= That the manufacturing establishment is a public institution, as

{83) the railroads are held to be - public because they work for ih&_
e public, public because they employ the public, public because men
o in their service become unfit for other services, and publie ¢
3 because there are thousands dependent upon hem for food and nurture.
I— xdeg
E‘ "Thus we have recognized the right of the capit

o to the control of his property, subject to his right to a L
o reasonable reward for his investment; and we claim for the laborer
& the right to permanent employment during good behavior, though h
%3 is certainly compelled to submit to the changes of business. 1el

o 'the profits are small, the parties must divide the losses; where

e the profits are large the profits may be divided. That is th

j8 ~ condition; that is the law today, as I maintain, because the 1

the perfection of reason, and we have seen the law built up stej

P; step.

Q-
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= You can not ask these laborers to become Ilnl!.
= because if it is true, as claimed by some, that capitalists hitﬁ
5] a right to hold over the heads of their employees the rod of

e dismissal at their pleasure, American freedom is gone, and the
o vote will be cast by the master who holds the bread of the

s You must give to the voter, if you mean that he shall be

ﬁ, ent, a fixity of employnent. 80 that he may defy the

T and say to him: 'My tenure depends not on my vote, but my

e depends upon my good behavior, upon my fidelity, my hanQ.Qp
€ industry, and not upon my vote.

"1f some solution is not thnn"in ths




