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Septenbey 27, 1928

Dear Ly. Sedgewick’

ihe resemblances that you find in the
pamples ol Lapdwriting 1 sent you and those which you showed me
certainly thickens the plot. 1 wish I were free to look ovey
your shoulder as you coupare ti.cu. 1 take it that when you ree
ceive ‘the originals that experts in paper and ink will be able
to settle tno questiou prouaptly cixl fiually. .
‘here is an expert nere in .'ew York, . am told, tLat
hae detected soue astonishing forgeries and is regurded as an
almost irnfallivle aut.ority Ly Some people. But .« Suppose you
have as (;ood in .oeton.

o, a8 to tho ecatur matter. . am afraid the lady who
made tae cvollection in ecatur :ie dead and gone, though possibly nut
Her nemae ig Jone . hammand, and she lived in shaler, lows, that
is, wihen 8.8 was ot nowe. Althoush well toward eighty sho was & tiy
less globe=-trotter. :

I think, lLowever, your most practical way would be to
write to Zue curator of tue .ccatur Fublic Library, where iiss
jiammand's lincoln Collection has been housed for some time. If
there i a specimen of Ann utledge's writing there they would be
able and willing, . an sure, to seud you promptly a photographe.
‘he mueeu.. Lae L€ Autledpe fauily record and many other inteyests
ing itews.

it is possible that by wiriting to liss laura Belle
sageser of wloumirngton, .1l1l., you idght get what you want. She
slaime to we e third cousin of Anna Rutledge, and 8he oy hep fam
are supposed tu have :wtledos Pecords. 1 nover have examnin
but it ig xot at 211 icprobable that if there are sush YeGol
gpecimen oi Ann's writing would be among theu. \

Your bost chance is, however, . think, with the Decat
Lincoln collection which, a8 ! told you, has always €Spous
claim %o 'faue. ,

Sincexrely youre



