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Mr. Gilson Gardner,
The Washingtom Bureau,
637 unsey Building,
Wm, De Co

Dear lire Gardner:-

I promised you that as soon 2s I hnd a moment I would tell you how I look
at the points raised by you in your letter of June 28th in regard to bread
roturns,

You ask 1f I do not think the result of this new practise is distinctly a
hardship to the poor and of profit to the baker, rather than economy of bread
or wheats No, I do note In the first place one of the chief causes in this
country of high prices is the habit of wastefulness. Waste of any kind oomes out
of the poor, in my juigments In so far as ws can bring about careful handling
of the produsts of the world we can extend comsumption in the groups which are
poorly supplied, Vaste, in my judgment, is 2 orime against the poors In this
matter of bread returns I have no doubt thot temporarily there will be in places
a hardship workeds You never mpke & change in gensral economic yractice that it
does not at the time work hardshipe and inconvemiences all mround, and, of course,
the greatest hardship comss to the poore In this case it 13 not as though the
supply of returned bread was at all regulare It is most irregulare There are
many days whaem there is nope at alle Those days when pionics and luncheons and
dinmers sweep the shelves overywhere clear for sandwich purposese There are
other days when there is an acoumlation of returnse There is no way of letting
the people who would be glad to avail themselves of this accumlation imow about
ite They may come or they may not, according to their comveniencees That is, the
returned dbread sold to the poor has nothing steady about ite It is this irregn-
larity of returns that cymses so much of the breed to be diverted to the feed of
animals,
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You write aglittle as if you thought thut this change had been instituted
by the bakerse bakers as you must know at first opposed this as men always
oppose & change of any kind, Thay have come in almost unanimously with a better
understanding of why it is done and assurances that the ocooperation of the public
was to bo aslkede As I understand it, now the only opposition from the bakers is
from those who had built up a big business in chicken feed, using their own amd
other stale bread they could pick upe \
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