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307 5. Main St.,
Wichita, Kansas, 8/28/27.

Dear Miss Tarbell:

Since writing you I nave rereaa your letter, and
am annoyed f£d find tnat I nave omitted #o mention several things
of which you speak, and so am taking the closing hours of this
Sunaay evening to remedy, in some measure, the defect,

No, I have not read "The Immoral Marriage", but hope to do so
before many moons. I shall not pe astonished to find ivhat Miss
Atnerton and I hold like views on unau subject. I think. that the
marriage of Socrates and Xantippe was such a marriage on vhe side
of Socrates. ..t so with Xantippe. The scene in the prison de-
scribed in the Phaedo makes it clear tnat she luved nim sincerely
and deeply.She did not resent the intrusion o:. his com ons, which
was Lo rob ner of cvhe last day with her husband. Her r5:2§§\§&at this
would be his last conversation with them was full of sympathy~for
him, That could have been possible only in a woman of really fine
character., I doubt 1f Aspasia could nave aone anything flner.

Socrates, on the otner navd, had noxampmra&cappreciatinh of this
Juman and intellectual sympathy in nis wife., He was a kindly man
in his way. He took a batn just before nis death to save the women
the trouble of thus preparing his boay ior burial.

Plato had none of ithat sense ot aloofness from nis wife., He
and Aspasia were most congenial. Their union was unlawful oniy be-
cause cvhe law of Athens made it implssible for an Athenlan to marry
out of his own country., As the writer or the chapter on the Greek
Lasy, a chapter which the ass't librarian found 1or me, says, it
was a perfect parallel to the case of George Ellot. And it is en-
tirely possible ithat Aspasia appreciated Socrates more clearly
than Xantippe did . That is not the point. X. loved S. because she
saw tnose fine traits in his character that set him apart. No doubt
that 18 Just the reason way A. married Plato. Aspasia was tralned
through many years to 1ine discrimination and attreciation. Poor
X. had no such training. But would Aspasia, if Plato nad neglected
her, nave resented it as vigorously as Xantippe did?

Of course it all depends on the reason Xantippe had in mar-
rying nim. There may be nothing Lo my suggestion. But 1f she had
married him without any such apptrciation, how could nave continued
to love him as she undoubredly did, and now could she have maae
the clearly sympathetic remark about the last conversationwith his
frien®he Phaedo tells us that wjen his friends came 1n she was
holding 'his chi1ld" in ner arms. I have assumed that it was thelr
child., If so, she could not nave been much more than forty-five yeas
old, while ne was about seventy. A son is spoken of %n the Phaedo,
a youth, but 1t 1s not clear wnether he was Xantippe's son or not,
1 nave ixuvired the existence of both or tnese children, becouse I
just aidn_t know what to uo with them. No ouher mention 1s made of
them in tne Phaedo.- . ’

Now, granting these not un.easonableness or these assumptlions,
and taking into consideracion the scene 1ln the prison, and"the de-
uctionss 1rom tnem, 1 think that the "sweet reasonabl?ness of the
interpretalon of Xantippe becomes moes evident. Haven t we all
known women who have suffered much at the nands o1 their nusbands
to rember them with the tenderest solicituae? All cvhelr foults are
forgotten, and tneir memory is hallowed. So it was with Xantippe.

Now that I have made this all as clear as mud, Good nignt.
Walter Yraves.



