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WOMEN AT VORK IN THE '90'8

The progress of a -Q'wt M .w} L
is Dest measured by answering two questionss :
1) What does the period do with 1;.

Does it waste it? Or does it select, develop and proum i.tl
best?

2) What fresh creative forces, if any, does
it loosen? What new implements does it devise?

Apply these questions to the working life of
women in the last decade of the 19t“.h. Century and each will :
return oxoiting answers. '

Begin with the number of women at work. At
the opening of the decade there were some four million women
in the ranks of what the census calls, "gainful occupation.”
At the end of the decade there were five million three M
thousand. . The significant feature of this mcuuo was mt
the larger count, it was the push of -om upnrd M‘Q na ge:
ment and ownershipe. In domutiu and mml '_
the number of women holqu positions as M
of hotel and boarding houses rose \rmly a m in
decade, restaurant keepers doubled. That is, Mih. 3T




U8 and important class of food service women were assuming

O direction of establishments which in many cases they owneds

(E The same significant trend took place in 'lvm
e and finance, Here the number employed was considerably more
‘(:p: than doubleds This numberical increase was due largely to

g the coming mﬁ general use of various new aids to buiinou
- effigiency and celerity. The typewriter, the fountain pen,

ﬁﬁ the addressograph, the filing case, the card catalogue, had

g sold themselves to business by the early '90's. VWomen were
é ealled on in increasing numbers to operate the new devicess

;@:: ' They proved so expert, grasped so quickly the needs of

g ~office technique and often so improved upon it by their own .
ME« ingenuity that they were taken on in larger and larger numberss
= Soon their usefulness was recognized by enlarged responsibility.
$ The confidential secretary appeareds Before 1900 we had in
E ' Wall Street the phenomenon of a private secretary drawing a
i - salary of $10,000 a years

t; It was but a step from the confidential

QE: ' position where a woman had made herself essential into m

\% renks of the directorates While in 1890 thore were but m
(\3 hundred and seventeen women officers in banku and companies,
% ten years later there were twelve hundred and aeﬂutoono m
g 1t is doubtful if the census enumerators caught them all,

tg ~ The advance was logical enoughs The woman had made herself ' 




so useful by her peculiar self-developed technique that in
inereasing numbers of cases she was given larger and larger
responsibilitys She had proved she had something to contribute
to business and reaped the natural reward of her contributions
It was in the professions and the arts fhnt
the greatest proportional change in numbers came in thil
periods [Here there was an increase of twenty five percents
In certain categories the percent was still larger. In
journalism, for instance, there were two end a half times as
many women at the end of the period as at the opening - four
times as many lawyers - twice as many women in government
service.
The lergest professional group was educational,

teachers, professorss Here the outstanding change was in the .
increased responsibllity. The woman was proving herself a
good educational administrator. She was being called up&n‘
in laerger and larger numbers to direct and superintend in
schools of all grades., Before the end of the '90's there
were over two hundred women serving as county nohoo;
superintendents, twelve as city superintendents. In two
utatoa.- Colorado and Wyoming - women filled the position of
state auperint;ndento :

| This inorease in the number of '0‘55 fitted
for adnini;trativo positions reflected the .ﬁlarspd .dunqtiunll_




opportunities with which the period opened, as well as
the strength of the popular Opinion that she should have
all the training she was willing to takes Before the '90's
all but three or four of the state colleges were co-eduscational,
that is,what the state offered a man it orrored. a womane
The number, of hizh grade women's colleges had increased.
If Harvard and Columbia refused to open their doors to women
both arranged for annexes where the women h lectures from
members of the faculty. By 1898 eighty percent of the colleges,
universities and professional schools admitted womens

The insistence of women on the fullest
opportunity for academic and proteasiomi training, as well
as for the dhtnco to prove their capacity for administration
and responsibility, recelved strong backing from the -mtl.om].
organizations of women which were one of the gifts to the '90's
from 1ts predecessor, the '80'se Chief among these organizae
tions were the young Federation of Women's Clubs - the
National Counsel of Women. PR

These organizations did no little to enlarge and
foster the important co-operative movement brought over from
the preceding decade. It sought to relieve the housekeeper of
her heaviest tasks, urged her to buy her bread, to send out
her laundry. Co-operative bakeries and laundries multiplied,
sometimes financed by women, their direction entrusted to women.
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Housekeeping l.tko olothing waes becoming 'M i
rejoiced the grou.ns groups of reformers of tho Miﬁm &
' and practices of the homes i
2 . The greatest number of gainfully ouupu(

=8 women was found in industrys Here was an increase of S

53 something like three hundred thousand in the periods m '

23 found them in every manufacturing and mechanical pursuit;

; the lergest number in the manufacturing of women's wear = 7.;

i" dressmakers, milliners, seamstressess The trend to rth

(i’ administrative positions came out interestingly in this m. : ;o

i a woman frequently becoming the foreman of a shop, rising ta : 2

g the head of an establishments PFPerhaps as important as .w

g advance in her relation to this class was the way she began to . |
— - take on designing, even to go abroad to study the fashions .
f\é women in the United States imitateds Designing, indeed, "
L

G‘ began to be recognized as & new fleld for women. .

= - The same trends can be traced in various GM

manufacturing trades - the woman who stayed by often m .

a foreman or an inspector, an occasional one offering w
for wall paper - oil cloth, “
This woman in Matry. her wages, hon:n.
conditions, opportunity for advancement, was the wﬁm
interest of her sister. The leader in this mﬁ m |
Jane Addams who at the beginning of m«ua.umnm

RIS TR, M € ) s SRR T T S T




.

Chicago the first social settlement, known as m fouses
It proved the greatest creative forece loouuod w 'mn 'Iu
the '¢0'se

From the time of its o"'-ubnihmtlu-u_.-_
proved a driving force for social betterments Its signifs
led to a quick multiplication of settlements in the . oihm
one end of the country to the others By 1865 ovor t:!ﬂ' M b i
been formeds At the close of the decade there were pmh&r cl_ o
hundred between the Atlantio and the Pacifle, their work

lu'soly carried on by young women, _
The problems these women faced aroused m “ :
the necessity of a better understanding of the ooowo_lﬂl
soclal life of the country, as well as of the oonti;ot'inc_ i
philosophies, sharply dividing thoughtful peoples R 2 S | ‘
They saw the inadequacy of existing formulae : P
and institutions to meet the needs of the day - a hard day for
the country, The long depression of the 1860's had created :
unemployment and unrest parallel to that which has mw L
the 1930'ss Women in the colleges clamored for a new m i
in economics, something related to life as the masses M ﬂi !
They were done with laissez faires They wwhd mmﬁu m & i
sclentific investigation, for more effective erﬁm
larger methods of meeting the needs of the poors. |




Not a few of the women at the head of
the soclal work of the proaont day received their auadunlu"r
training in this decade. Among them Mary Makhovnah.
head of that important institution Greenwich House in lﬂ
York City; Mary Kingsbury/for so many years has headed
soclial economics at Bryn Mawr; Bdith and Grace Abbottj
BOpl.ua' Breckenridge. '

. The activities of women in these various

tlolds., coming as they did from various ranks of soclety,
did much to break down the class feeling dividing womens
Rich and poor were thrown tbgethor in the national ormilﬁ
t;om of women, in the work of the settlements, in educational
in:titutiona. Common interests and common efforts broke
down prejudices and minimized castes giving an immense impetus
to a more democratic outlook on the life of womens

That 1s, when you measure the decade by what
1t did with what it received, estimate the value of the new
creative force, with whioli)taoklod the difficult social eand
economic life of the times, you find women making a vigorous
fresh contribution to soclety - carrying on and starting some= -
thing, They received much but they geve more, enlarged all
that was worthy in what they received and passed on the seed
of a great movement towards the democratization and the |
soclalization of the country's lifes




