Emor or Sadim?

A fight hnbun going onwotthsquutloa of
the “brutal” humor of the late Ring Lardner, of
George Milburn and of Erdkine Caldwell. To'
some readers, Mr. Caldwell’s Georgia cracker
storlumtooelmhuﬁmhbe!my.-w.
humor, as Anthony Ludovici proved recently in
his “The Secret of Laughter” (Viking Press
' may be compounded, at times, of sadism.
comic strips succeed in evoking Yaughter by the
principle -of having Mutt sock Jeff on the
| cranium with the rolling pin borrowed from Mrs.
Mutt. Why quarrel over definitions? Why not
admit there are two sorts of humor, the genial,

humor of Falstaff taking his ease
the more “brutal” kind? "It will




