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Los Angol”fcalif, ""'
. June 30th 1929, :
Ida M.Tarbell
% Liberty Magazine
New York City,N.Y,

Dear Madam:- -

tounding because it is just the way it struck me.I comldnt
believe that a writer could share a prediction made by me

on Jan.lé6th 1920 and which I have every reason to'believaﬂthhfp“

our present generation will live to see a reality. ;

I suppose you will receive loads of 1etters'botﬁ}V  :f f5;

commending and critizing your article. My letter is going to =
be one of the commending ones as I never find fault with a
writers work to the writer. Any critizms I have to offer

will be reserved for my friends in a verbal manner while
talking over suech an article.

I am therefore writing you for two reasons,the

first is to thank you for such a splendid article and the seodhd‘

is to gossip a little about the question.

We all have our own person views on the subject
‘4% realize.I perhaps have a little of that Mexican Outlaws
view in me, I dont know wheather you know the story of how

Your article "Is Prohibition foreing Civil War" . '
as published in the July 6éth issue of the Liberty Magazine . .
was read by me with astounding interest.I use the word ase @

Pancho Villa the Mexican Outlaw became an outlaw in the first

place.Well it was because a Mexican Federal government official
wronged his sister.He killed the man and then nearly upset =
the government of Mexico. My views on the subject of Prohibition
have perhaps been poisoned much as his views were on Government.
For the 10 year period prior to Jan.léth 1920

I was in close touch with prominent men then engaged in the
then legitimate liquor business.I considered them as fair
minded a group of individual citizens as was to be found in
eny business. They were as a rule generous to a fault and
seldom turned down a person in need. From the little Sddters

of the Poor who would drive up in their black wagon and

smuggle an empty demijohn under their black robes into a
wholesale liquor store and have it filled with rare old Port
wine for the use of the poor infirm patients under their

care to the Jewish Rabbi who would beg some Kummel for his
use,none received a deaf ear from the liquor man.

Every Policeman and Fireman knew exactly where

he could get rid of a lot of tickets for the comming Policemans
or Firemans Ball and every Politician kmew where he could rasse
the necessary campaign funds to help Mr.So and So into the
Mayors chair at the comming election. In a years time this
liberality naturally took from the profits of the business
but -these men seemed to expect to be so ecalled upon and
considered it part of the cost of doing business. That they
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were muchly imposed upon goes without saying. Well affer = =~
all- the years and years of receiving gratuifées then owr =
worthy Politicians confisedbe the mans business withemt - =~
compensation whioh leaves the man out of business withewt - . =
a legitimate way of disposing of stoock on hamd apd mo0 .. - =
‘oompensation for a ruined business, No other sect of mem =
would have stood for it, Presume that all of the Department =~ =~ =
- Stores were legislated out of business as st next Jammary. =
because they sold a commodity that the lawmakers decided .~
was 1llegal.What a squawk these men would put up, We did mot
hear any squawk from the men who spent a lifetime in a them
legalized business that paid more than a usual tax. - =
. _The dirty deal that .I knew these men received poisoned =
me and I made a prediction in Jamuary 1920 that unless some =~
other means were later devised to modify the law that we would
live to see this country in the thros of a revolutiom with =
personal liberty as the basis.Your article maturally in a
degrece substantiates my belief, : ‘

. Mr.Irving Cobb’s latest book "Red Likker"brings out -~
to a degree how the government acted toward the liguor gromp
at the time of Prohibitionm. , ' W SR e

I am not a drinking man myself.I was from earliest
childhood taught the right way liquor should be used and as
a result I never acquired a taste for it, I do however enjoy
a nice cold glass of beer with a meal on & hot day and I =
appreciate a small glass of Port upon retiréng on & cold
night.I have no sympathy with a person who goes to a cafe or
party and tries to see how much and how fast he or she can
drink so that they pass out as quickly as possidble. I do not
believe this type of person existed in the Pre-Prohibition
days as liquor was plentiful and there was not the need of
playing the toper.In fact in those days in polite society
a person who disgraced himself at a party by over drinking
was not likely to be invited into that company again. A
gentleman in those days never allowed liquor to make a
rowdie or nuisance out of him.

The gquestion of the right to legislate morals into
an individual is a very dificult one to answer,Personally
I believethe issue purely a moral one which can only be
dealt with through education. :

I do not believe that the guestion ghould have ever
been entrusted to the Politicians as the average polisician
is in politics to receive all the personal gains that he
possibly can and naturally they have made much capital of

this question and Lord only kmows how much personal gain,

I believe that because of this personal gain angle
they are all willing to let the matter run along as it is
at present for as long a period as possible, If it wasent
profitable they wouldnt tolerate it as they must have their
eyes open to what it is all leading to. -




In my younger days I had the good fortune of nearly
daily contaet with Mr.,Abraham Lincoln's son Mr.Robert T.
Lincoln while he was associated with the Pullman Co.at
Chicago.l believe his views on the ligquor question - toer~e—
in keeping with those of his father,

A faet that very much disgusts me with the law as it
now stands is the fact that the rich man can have as much
liquor as he cares for while the poor are deprived of the
right to have it. This is most wonderfully brought out in
the following picture.

A Fraternal order holds a convention in a distant city.
Men of high standing in the communities in which they live
look forward to attending said convention. These conventions
are always very very wet and these worthy men know that they
are going to be wet and it is an incentive for them to attend
as it means a good time and a big drunk. The law enforeers
are always out of téwn during the period such a convention
is held and wouldnt dare try to stop the party because of
the prominance of the persons envolved. At a recent convention
held in this city a Barrell of Beer was auctioned off in the
center of the town with the police looking on and laughing
and a barrell of whisky was rolled from the depot to the
principal hotel without a move being made to stop anyone.
The theme seems to be "Let the boys have their fun"., Very
well but let some poor devil over on Main Street get a drink
too much of poison in his system and the police want to hang
him up in the cooler for life. Of cecourse he isnt at a con-
vention and probably wouldnt know what it was if you asked him.

I could rattle on for weeks on the subject and still
come sauntering through the million entanglements right back
to where we started from. When the break does come it will
come fast,some act such as shooting too often innocent persons
or too many gang wars will bring the matter to a focus and
then Bing will go the fireworks.
'In elosing will say that I enjoyed your article very

much.Write more of them along the same lines,

mymyf(é/&/

1092 West 38th St.
Los Angeles,Calif,
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