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April 23, 1930

My dear Mr. Anglet

=3 xmcwtmsmumnumnlmudcwu
|2 replying to your letter of larch mh. with the enclosed copy of

=1 the brief report of the "Lost Speech.® I naturally was much
interested in seeing it. I have compared the report with the

. Whitney restoration and it seems to me that if not all, at least

s all but one, of the points touched om by the Aliton reporter are
to be found more fully developed in Whitney's production. Naturally
a report of one hundred and fifty worde would not elaborate points
e ~ in the way that Whitney attempted to elaborate those that he had
> saved ir his notew,

- Federal Edition For example « the Alton report seys, "He enumerae

Vol. II 44 pressing reasoms of the present movement® eto. The firet
PP 248 pages of the Whitney report, (I am using the version to be found
. t2  in the appendix of Volume I of mm.rn Life ¢f Lincoln) « are
254 given te these “preseing ressons.®

~~~~~ The Alton repert of Lz.nceln'a readiness to fuse

vith anyone who would unite with him to oppose slave power. This
L Pe 249 =go0me to me to be the theme of the Whitney paragraph beginning on
B 250 page m. running on to 330.

*The bugbear of aimmn“ 48 hinted at in wore:
than one pafte of Vhitney - see 332. "Law will give way to violence"
ete. And page 353, "We will say to southern disunionists, we
won't go out of the unicn and you shan*t.”

The preservation of the principles of the union,
as well es its territorial integrity of ocne point of the Alton
report runs through the Whitney report.

Hight not & reporter sasily have nade out of the
sentences, beginning on page 332, "Revolutions do not go backward,®
etc., what the Alton report calls "the sertiment in favor of white

253 glavery.® Linecoln's sentences were in the nature of a taunt, as I
understand them. He uses something of the kind in other places.
i‘ do not remember any reference to slave papers holding any such
ews,
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The sentence, "Douglas once claimed against him

P. 256 ¢nat democracy favored more than his principles e the individual
257  pights of man," certainly is what Lincoln is saying in his histore
258  4eal review of the early sentiment against slavery in Virginia and
259  nis appeal to the early opinions of Washington, Jefferson, Madison,
Lee, Henry, lMason, Pendleton ~ page 336 and 337. The Alton pins it
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to Douglas - which was good journalism.

The last point in the Alton report chaping that
the Black Democracy was endeavoring to ecite Henry Clay to reconcile
old Whige, ete., 18 not in the Whitney report, save by implication.

Taking it all in all it seems to me tiat thesze one
hundred and fifty words might have been what a reporter, thinking over
the speech later, and being forced to put his report into few words,
might have made out of the Whitney report. Short reports of this kind
rarely come very close tc what is said. They cover iLe points which
struek the reporter or the ones he or his editor want to emphasize.

Whitney, of course, never claimed to have made a
complete report. I do not remember any printing of his "Lost Speech"
that did not emphasize the fact that he simply did the best he could
with the notes which he had kept so longs. You see what he says in
his Life of Lincoln, page 261 « Volume I, that his notes were very
imperfect and that he raproduced as best he could the principle partt;
that is, he does not claim thet he covered all the points.

Of course, you are familiar in what he says in his
"Life on the Clreuit with Lincoln."

One point to be considered, I think, is the Alton
report does not « and could not, in the brief space, give any idea
that the speech was stirrings. From these lines you would never get
an idea that it played tie part that it did in fusing the elements
which made up the Bloowinglton Conventiones Certainly there would be
no reason to suppose that it reported a speeeh which was to h..ou‘
a great tradition.

The Whitney notes, apart from the oWwvious padding
and from the excessive introduetion of the words - "applause" =
"gensation,” eto., do give a sense of the guallly of the speech and
of Lincoln's unusual emotion,

Have you any idea who made this report for the
Alton 93;0!1 I hope you will let me know if anything more turns
ups It is an interesting find and you ought to follow it up as
closely as you ean.

I have not writien you about your distinguished
looking volume of "New Letters and Papers,* because I have been back
so0 short a time that I have not had leisure to go over it. It goes
without saying that you have made a substantial addition to the
collected works. With all good wishes

Very sincerely yours
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Have you any idea who made this report for the
Alton paper? I hope you will let me know if anything more turns
up. It is an interesting find and you ought to follow it up as

closely as you can. ~

I have not written you about your distinguished
looking volume of, "New Letters and Papers® because I have been back
so short a time that I have not had leisure to go over it. It
goes without saying that you have made a substantial addition to ){CL
colleetm%ﬁgg;ﬂ,worﬁfg e
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With all good wishes
Very sincerely yours



