‘September 19,1923

¥r, E, 7, Saxton
244 Nadison Avenue

Dear Mr, Saxton:

I am sorry I am behind with thclutonmmn
1t eould not be helped,

You ask me to write frankly, and I uu do n. or
coupse I know ¥r, Barton's "Soul of Abraham Lincoln® and °
ty of Lincoln:" <they are useful compilatiomsofall, or
cally all of the findings on their particular subjects, m
enforced by considerable new -tmn. and as a’ M
1 find them valuabdle,

I had hoped mtuhismtutthomu \
entirely different method, digest thoroughly his -ug of
and give a fresh and vivid narrative, suitable for the
publjc. I don't think he has done that, The
the character of the earlier volumes. n-m '
our previous knowledge contcern the Kentucky 11
family. He has cleared up there a considerable num
‘sling things and aorrntod our umunu on more '“
point,

I do not think myself thn nnmymnm
mother and grandmother are satlsfactory. He believes of ¢
that he is right, but I don't see that he proves he is ri
which is the pol.nt as things stand now in nalrd u c)

clear marrative. I doubt uut m general m
. stand what these chapters on the Sparrows, the 2
and the Halle are about, Lincoln students of
ttlutumfnmtxumuu!mm,y

M&Oll.‘ f :
‘ To our knowledge of Lincoln in Illineods,
momamn-m:mu. xmw"u
ummmtummuaq. : >




“Lincoln story with more care than anybody :
has brought out a good many new points, num..
‘been digested - this is a formless product.

, m-m&mdmnmm
former volumes did, I should want it, and I &
students and collectors would want it; but u
mmmpnu.xmtmn.

» This letter is for you alone, my m, _
¥r, Barton's work highly. I have reason to bel
1ittle sensitive about criticism of his judg
.xun.mmmamwm




