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Wiss Ida ll. Tarbell,
New Yorkx City.

Dear i'iss Tarbell:

If you have fnund orrortunity to read
my vaver on THF HU.LAN AND THE DIVINE IN LINCOLN, forwarded
to you with an inquiry some time since, you probably noted
its rather inconsequential conclusion. In squeezing my
theme to the limitations of a magazine article, this seemed
iinavoidable. But I have anot*er rlan. May I ask you
about it?

It has been my thought to exmand the article, as
you have it, into a brochure, with a chanter analyzing cert-
ain contributing circumstances of Lincoln's 1ife and a third
and final part answering somewhat dogmatically the questions
raised in the closing naragranh of the rresent article.

In this latter vart i rrorose to maintain, in as
near a rationalistic method as nossible, that the Bivine #f
s sometimes projemted into the human in even the nmost
orthodoxly scrintural way, if you please; but that few are
so likely not to see its burning-bush significance as the
ultra orthodox. That the ultimate statesmanshin cores
cvcr and only out of this mystical union which lies in the
tide of human affairs like a deer undercurrent; that it
wells to the surface, neriodically or at need, and is not
too much to exnect to be reveated, mor too much to be
required of those who would 1sad humanity out of its deen-
est needs to its highest resurgence of »rogress; and that
elementary forms,methods and exreriences are the surest
means of nronagating it.
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Can 1 do this without nointing backward into
ignorance, suncrstition and errericism? Will you be
so good as to give, in a word, your oririon on this
whenever, if you nlease, you car favor me with brief renly
to my former inquiry. I shall be more grateful to you
than 1 can tell.
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Very sincerely yours,
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