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May 37, 1935.

Jane Addams spent the winter in Phoenix, Arizona, &he
was extremaly well, and devoted most of her time to writing a book
:n gg: life of Julia Iathrop which she finished before she returned

0 ca 0, .

While in the West, she had a Degree of LL.D, conferred
upon her by the University of California at Berkeley. She returned
to Chicago in extremely sood health, and soon after went down to
Waahinfton to take part in the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the In-
ternational League for Peace and Freedom. 8She had a very good time
thgrg% enjoyed her visit immensely, and came home in excellent
spirits.

On the l4th of May she was taken ill, dbut improved duri
the following two days. It was then found, however, that an immedi.-
ate operation was necessary and she went to the Passavant Hospital
on the 18th of May. The operation was performed on that day but it
was found that she bad an incurable disease. On the 20th she sank
into unconsciousness, and she died very quietly on the evening of
the 2lst, May 22nd and 234 Miss Addams lay in state in Bowen Hall
at Hull-House, 8he looked very lovely and very natural, and during
the twenty-four hours she was tliere thousands of people passed
through the Hall. The Hull-House Woman's Club formed a guard of
honor and stood on either side of the hall, while the older dboys and
girls in the Clubs with white ribbons tied around their arme acted
ag ushers and everything was conduected in a most orderly way. 8She
lay in a casket with a loose light blue robe around her, her hair
pushed back from her forehead as she always wore it. On either side
of the casket were bright colored tulips, so that it looked as
though she were resting on a bed of flowers. The hall was opened at
five o'clock in the morning, and working men on their way to their
jobs came in with lunch boxes in their hands, many of them kneeling
on a lit.le stool in front of the casket and saying & prayer. Thou~
sands of people =- it is not known exaectly how many -- passed through
the Hall, Little children bearing tiny bouquets laid them upon the
casket, while groups of school children wearing,blagk or white ribbdone
around their arms, brought floral tokens to lay beside her. The
street outside was erowded and thousaends of people from all over the
city and from her own neighborhood thronged to see her, and say &
last gooddbye. ‘

There were telegrams in hundreds from all over the world «-
the Pregident of the United States, the Premiers of England and
Canada, the President of Czechoslovakia and notables from almost every
European country and even from the Sandwich Island, Japan and India.
In contrast to these telegrams from all over the world were thoese from
the King of the Hoboes, the Lad¥ Garment Workers' Union, the Cooks',
the Waiters' and the Waitresses' Unions and even the Bar Tenders'
Union ~- all sent their expressions of sorrow at her paasin%. People
poured into BulleHouse by the thousands before the funeral to say how
she had been the inspiration of their lives and how they felt bereft
that she was no longer with them.



The morning of the funeral -- and it was a beautiful duy -
she was taken from Bowen Hall and placed upon the terrace in Hull-
House Court., This Court is surrounded by the various Hull-House
buildings. The funeral was at 2:30 in the afternoon, Dr. Gilkey of
the University of Chicago officiating, and the benediction being
pronounced by Dr. Graham Taylor, her lifelong friend, As early as
ten o'clock in the morning the Court Yard was crowded with people,
one or two thousand standing there all day in order to be present at
the services., When the funeral began, the music for which was furn=-
ished by the Hull-House Music School, every window in the Court was
filled with people, there were flowers in every window and wreaths
hanging below the windows, while the terrace was banked with lilacs
and aprle blossoms with bright colored tulips around the edges. It
was a most touching and democratic gathering. Strong men and women
with children in their arms all stood weeping for the friend they
had lost. The casket was covered with a pall of lilies of the valley
given by the residents and they with the pall bearers sat upon the
terrace.

Dr. Gilkey, in his opening sentence, spoke of the epitaph
to Sir Christopher Wren in St. Paul's cathedral - "If thou seekest
a monument, look about thee," adding that if you would see Jane
Addams® monuments you had only to look about you. Those who looked
saw the weeping people, for Jane Addams had entered always into the
life of the community, advising here and directing there, welcoming
with equal cordiality and courtesy & distinguished visitor or some
unfortunate who had come to ask for help. They saw the men she had
made decent and self-respecting ~- the women whose burdens she had
1lifted: the youth she had guided to useful manhood and the little
c¢hildren to whom she had given the opportunity to play.

The people in the Court Yard lingered almost until it was
dark., Trey could not bear to go away., The next morning she was
taken to Tedarville, her childhood home, and as the hearse bearing
her went through the town of Freeport a few miles from Cedarville,
all the bells were tolling, and at the grave the little children
formed in lines as the casket was taken between them up to her last
resting place, and sang, "America, the Beautiful."

The Jane Addams Memorial Fund for continuing her work at
Hull-House is in process of formation, and it is hoped that her in-
fluence and her spirit will live on through the years to come,

Mrs., Joseph M. Bowen
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