ﬂhnnuvorhdtwnmmmm
as opinionewise as Abraham Lincoln. His eyes and ears were
strained to sateh the winds.of people’s thinking = m"' :
volume « « Whatever the direction from Mds they M

Sertium gquid; there were the daily, t.‘OWﬁ“
the "Hill* < often mssiy, treacherous squalls; Mmg M : :
breeses in his cabinet, blowing hot and cold, ul --m--

mnhn'oua. too. He had yare skill in picking tlun w u ] .

-wmc uud gauging their strength and ﬂtu“&-
By the fourth summer of his lmt htlh

fairly confident that he knew the mind of m ,“' M
one crucial faotor in his problem of which he was ‘

was the misd of the Ammy of the Potomae. He had given it
commander, Grant brought him from the Weet and ’m

trusted. Grant's firet undertaking had been a failuve

Now Vas he te fim1 outt o

True, all orrunu- was at his QM;& Pou .
movements, names into his ears. True, ol'ﬂnn;
ocame day m uw with lhn stories of their
maum. nﬁum; h“ it was or uMM




say goodebye o Mr. Lincoln and thank him for &

It is an ovder. You are to tell me all you he

they were the erux of thoutﬁr at that moment. MN““
view of their thtnnng that satisfied him, Wnat h _— " mm

so@'i‘u“und that swayed the fovest Mwﬂ vw &t
in the talk at the camp five, in the songs on m-nd. u m _

eries of the battlefield, in the mosns of the

If he could only be one of them for a 'u-t he mu hlu m i
that was impoesible; and one who had ears ummmmw
‘tongue to speak it did not often come his way. M he mﬂ llull
him if and when he should come was gertain for in the mw:-
of war through which he had passed his sense of a man's ﬂm

for h&’wnou. always strong, had been quickened M m

until it came to be almost as unerring as it ws nmm.
It was this sense that told him in May of 1864, M m
was feeling most keenly m need of a personal news m ta
the -m that he had found his man., An unusual exploit, m _
out with courage, quick wit and - Tave thing in thoes days =
diseretion, had brought to Washington and to the mm;nf oun

newspaper correspondent, Henry Wing by name. Heve m "
whom he was locking - he hed no doubt about it} and vhen th
was about to return to his post at Guut'n

shown him, the President said:
"You are to see me whenever you oome w_




Impressed as Henry Im was by the MMM m. ll. _
had no real conception otmtm behind thl MMBM i
that ur. mnooln had & news service of his m, t-M M!l m
muua a huulrd matters about men and thingse m& no m

5‘" would sonsider = no official would regard u of moment. mu “ i
fz ' 48, too, that neither Mr. Lincoln nor he mu have m M

- the "order® that he had just received was %o be the nmm mm
g of a comradeship which was to ladt as long as thl m-m W

E- snd to continue as Henry Wing's most precious molhc“n‘ “.” i
& his desth in 1925, e S
EL If Mr. Lincoln had known anything of the M ot.'tﬂ

% : youth whom he had drafted into his service it would only m '

strengthened his conviotion that he could get lmm - mﬂl .
mach « from him., But at the moment he did not even know ﬁu |

Henry Wing had been a soldier, newspaper conolmu M m lt :

rarely in the ranks., The boy in fact was a type ot the

youth of the period amd very dear to Abraham Lineoln + ﬁ '
ul.r-cduuuu youth, whioch, regardless of itse mn. M

Reverend m;-un Wing = "a good m' his son
m& “y

later years, "and harsh like his name,"

understand ing between Ebeneaser Wing aall m

Mnchhq.'anmmmmm;'n

AT Vs



my mother liked me better. Mother was besutiful -! the »
wiss. She could do anything with him. Heloved m,
nard 1% hurt him. I think he 6ould net bear %o m

wq much for me as she did, Vhen I was a little shaver I M 'li
E " wieh sometimes that he would get drumk and be jolly and e

%f the fathers of uu othn boys I kmew. Of course I m

E jhltt He got so he couldn't stand mother ull me hll‘ Ui

r&é‘ .h thought it was wicked., When I was fifteen he m ﬂ-“l“
flz _ earn my living. He said nothing m'nk ml‘ ever Hh i ﬂ!

f(f’z otln.'

é Possibly the Reverend lbounut'l theory was m m
k[g it sounds. The boy took hold with a will » Mﬁ. m; iﬂl
ol about, and finally returned to Connestiout to study 2aw, m

E his way by selling slate roofl which ho put on mm- lﬂ Mﬂ!
i " And thus the war found him, E

o One disturbing factor in the relations of Even

\b%? sul his son had been a life-long quarrel over lMu __ﬂ ﬂ
LE_ '~ =an Abolitionist of the most bitter and m.mm ‘m  Honw :
B Ving was temperamentally incapable of bitterness and

E: on any subjest. Moveover, his mother had taught n :

@ tioms, and he had listened from childhood %o her st

T theve. What his father said was ot true he m

‘black man was better off than if he were Mm
The Warte shen veleten ¢ m '



e

That his wife shared the boy's moderate view « had in mmuwl
1% « seemed not to affect him, She was & waman « her opinion did
not count - moreever, she was the woman he loved, o

Henry's complacent conclusion about slavery received ite
firet zude jolt only after he had gone on h.tl o, beaome & teacher
{n & seminary in Vermont. On the campus in the mmnuu% young
negro boy was employed, Henry liked him and was kind %o hh. OIQ
day this boy came to him in private, ovi‘.dcutly in great tnuhhu _

"Professor, I heard you say that it was foolish Mnunk
man to run away."

"Yes," Henry l“d.

"And I heard you say that if you knew of um tlm |
you would help hie master to cateh him/" .

Henvy hesitated « "Yes," he said, "I would.*

*"Will you?®” And then Henry knew that at last the Wl nljor :
wae after him, No, he would not. ‘

"Jake ," he whispered, "they shall not get rfu-'

And although, as a matter of fact, M'i m was Qﬂll

four hours away they did not get him, for it was klvr'l m u'lz'
and savings that put hm into Canada.

But his action disturbed him, He was @ !
to his consternation he knew he would (o the u- m
nt in 1860 he vefused to vote for Lingoln =
father d1d1 mmnmm:-mau; or
umutouwm-»umm |



%Lf He would pay his debts as quukll as he mn and uum the
!‘E ~ mesntime he made speeches for the Union, He was om, lﬂ thi
‘__‘ news of his eloquence spread. He was invited to make the I“l"l
E?: at a celebration given in the town where his faM m-'
‘iz , "It was abig affair” he would tell you veminiseing, "and
e they met me at the station with a chariot and four white horses.
(_"5 I talked two hours, explaining that it was not & war to free slaves,
g that the war was to save the Union, By
(5_ "Then came the bangquet out of doors with speeches, sy
i: father's the first., When he got up he shouted, '"Who would have
é " thought that Ebeneazer Wing would have come to this um?gn
‘l:_ | be compelled to listen to such brutal sentiments from the mt
Qfg bearing his name.' _ #
9% : "I was sitting by my mother, and she turned to me 'ﬂl a
k::i : kind of tv_tnklo in her eye. HSHenry,' she said, 'there's l‘ mn
a; for South Norwalk in about an hour, I think you vetter m _ﬁ.' _
di‘;&“_ ‘ "I took it. And I never got the $20 they pronised lllil
FF - It was not long after this that he unl‘c_h- ‘He
é: hie place in Company C, the right centre company of m .
ni the 27th Conneotiout. Sixty years after this uu f *
g: me the story of his soldiering., "I was very mﬂ

he said, "when I was chosen a® one of the tnhl oy
guard. We took it awfully serious. We swove we
_ should be taken. You haven't any ides



to us, I guess I felt about that fiag like father u-u u mz
about the family Bible. He always mm it mtl'. u‘ 1 m
seen him kiee it. I don't believe there Was & “m “ﬂ in ﬁ.
army that took better care of its flag than we boys QM. 5

"I1¢ was not until December that we saw any real l’Mp
thst was at Fredericksburg. Our vegiment was in w Cmu
and they sent us across the river, right under the Mm'a ﬁ hl‘
" been down in that country long enough for every ﬂl to m M m
hluftl were stuck full of Confederate cannons ud rtﬂ. ﬂﬂw M
that if theyever opened firve a chicken couldn't uv' on m mz
but when Hancook came around the evening before the M lﬂ uu
us we were to be ready to go out mthoumm.nﬂﬁﬂ.“

cheered him, It was awful cold that night. We m to
talked a little, and we fellows in the color ﬂlﬂ “

of us was alive, That is what we thought _mt ot . X
flag. ‘

That night, vhen I was trying to sleep, &
boy in the guard ouwhd over to me, He m m.‘" ,

seventeen = he ought not to have been theve. 'um

'1 want to tell you something, .1 am going to

" night and told me that.' His m M‘m
old. Iomum"am !ﬂim




and I 44dn't much, I know such things h".‘ e M’Il ‘. m “

and tell yu what is going to happen, m, ‘“ “ all ﬁi J 4

that war, | |
"It was early in the morning when we went in, Ve wdad

| proud of malvn for a -mu. The Confederates m u nil ll

until we got to tu,nry neights, and when we started up mm‘ |
on us and we went down 1ike wheat does under & saythe = m_um
standing. I was hit mttr quick in the leg, and I guess 1 ii‘t'!
know much ror -u-i. 'hon! came to I raised up and mmm
flag. I eould uﬁ it guuc down - coming up -« going down « m:,;
and snonxuu-unhnuqmtnmuun mmuﬁu
1 wondeved if he had been killed, and 80 I erawied over whers g
thought he would be, and \iohe ‘1 foust Nim o dends

"1 cw,‘m not uothcthcuvmm 1 mum
about it. I .’m nad to be suve that our boys still had tuau 'S
started to orawl bl)lro I thouqﬁt it might be, and then I Mm
{n the hand. Aftér a 1ittle I erawled on again, and then I found
the flag.. And I foynd uh more . ot our boys dead = theve mm

of us killed tmoa




foy
5
“L\_* : the piano and threw me out on the grass. You couldn't blame them.
= There were twelve dostors for 1500 wounded men, and they ecouldn't

nave patients fighting them, They didn't think I mu Mﬂ m |

@ *It was Friday morning that they threw me ont and it was
E"?? ' not until Bunduy night they got me to Lookﬂt l!upthl. The (o«n

:ﬁ came around and looked at me and went by « didn't say w‘lhm. M
g_ a Sister of Charity came and asked me if she should get me t priest,

}% and I said, No, that I was not & Catholic, Then she u“. 'Ml I

Qf get you a minister?! ‘Does that mean you think I am going to Atﬂ

g _ 'Yes,' she said, ‘you cannot live over night.'

g "I am not going to die," I said. 'ﬁeron I left huﬁl my

L@J mother read from the Binﬂy-nrlt ‘Pealm: 'A thousand shall r.n nt

(::: thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall ut come

E nigh theee,' You arve ooning baek. Henry, she said. You dl__m't uppm
f that I am going to die .rtu- that, do you? : |

h_ "That ‘seemed to 1nﬁrut Sister Mtom. as they ul&ld hr.
Q:i“' and she sent Gno of her atdou Sister hary, to take oare ot n. um
(; i ' Mary was young md mt'm. Bhf out off those two fingevs with a

g of scissors 7& picked slii the proud flesh ut of my

% aight for a Week she sst there, flushing them With m

i ' castile -upJ and mtfy noJ and then giving me & tow

%I ‘ in wine. 1 ‘pn to ﬂpt ni_l right away. BShe was m

o o narry. ,,I tou lutor Antoine n.-uﬁ

g ever want
oS ai {/ ».:c &

it eould, flbﬂ .ww q.a‘n Mary was & ruo o%t




thought a 1ot about her for a uu time, _ _
"lhoy dismissed me in march = on muhn. m n.m
that was the last of me as n num.

L1

‘Bt if it was the end of nu soldiering it m_an_ “_,Qﬂ

of his work for the Union. Back in Comneetisut he was soon m-n

speeches and writing editorials ~ editorials so good that m, .
Greeley noticed them and asked him to join the sSaff of M mm

Tribune. But New York was too far from the w. - The | to \.

near it again was on him, 'oum not lr. mw find a
him in the Washington buresu? Possibly, who knows, m m _m

in his mind the thought that Washington might mean a -un ;nf E
Mary < Sister nary whose soft eyes, gentle voice and ®0 I
he could not forget. At all events, he was trmﬂllﬂ :
‘and there he was in March of 1864 when the longestanding
the War Vepartment and the newspaper men culminated in lﬁ
Secretary Stanton that no more civilians would be lm k‘

the front.

The order was not as unreasonable as it QM&

beginning of the war there had been trouble. The
to conceal ul movements, the corrvespondents '
business to reveal them. More than once um
had been laid out in all their details in N
had reached the Confederates in ample time for
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E S
G wonder that the Seaveteries of War and Navy suspected m roity
= and often dealt harshly and-unjuetly with its members.
" 0fficers, particularly those in positions of grest S

éﬂ responsibility, shared this dislike of oomomyg ulun ﬂl”

‘53 ticularly because of their activity in trying to boost or pull
‘; ‘mthtsnﬂutm. smtm-um.m-mm
:‘_ﬁ back of the uportor'. activities = he had not been .m H m-

g_ ‘with the general = he had been refused a favor « he had been
g reprimanded. Again, it was a gquite natural desire to mm the
% mﬁy of the local constituency he served by telling mm -
é - superior some man wh.o haled from their neighborhood was to mm :

‘i | of his corps + or the head of the aray iteelft Grant at one m i
“2 - was 80 hurt and disgusted by hostile and irresponsible m
:—3 . comment that he considered leaving the amy. As for lhm h

<

;31_” was kept in a state of violent and profance indignation, H

; newspaper reporters uro tooh. he said, venal, their ow-. b,
.ug; to ptck up news. They were toronr praising th. tﬂaﬂA"
é{ who catered to them and erying down the hard working an
(@’2 i who hauled them up for tb,dir indiscretions and ‘_ ‘
Qf&—‘ This feeling against the newspaper

its height when Grant's campaign of 1864 was
agreed that thor- must be no hﬁw M ‘Mm
l‘lutsn’u dcm.. given utnn the m

vhen every uumo-lut of the rtm m |
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Qéf There was awful exsitement < the ehief of the m

LLE swore that 8ay man who did not have umtm from the W ill

i ' his hands in forty-eight hours would be discharged. I‘l m

g . budged. It was too risky, they $0)d one snothev. Stanten mzr

g? | would clap any man into prison who was caught trying to reach \M

:; ammy, and they had no stomach for prisons. ‘ i

E:_‘:'\ , Henry Wing listened in great diegust, and ttum- erippled

(ﬁ_- as he was, daved one of the men to try with unummw

(;3: The man took him up and forty-eight hours later, after a MC

‘&T jsunt of some sixty miles, the two orept between the Uniocn 'lthﬂa.

% Henry's commton was safe- he simply was at his post, his mamuu

f_ in his pocket. Henry was an unacoredited runeaway, Ne 'tﬂi Ml

E chief that he was there and his chief, who spprnhtﬂ nm II‘ m

_‘% not averse to disobedience of orders if it meant news, mﬁll

:E- appointed hin a correspondent of the New York Tribune I&&h h W
& of the Potomac. | | e
Q;‘g; : The story of his exploit was soon mni mm h.m -
é slso the story of his limp., A feeling for him o
Q " that m ?lb ordinary wun of «mnmﬁn‘l m “ offic

&:: ' men, He carried his wounds « all that they MN

f% though erippled, had taken the service that he ﬂ,_ 1

~eontimed to run dangers as they did. XM “‘
. of danger, ].“ to him was wheve m“’_. : :
_ ﬂ\.»‘h mumtu visk, n.m'?




he scted on them. His daily sdventuring imto dangerous plac
and his escapes were the amasement of his uum WQ
luak® they called it. It was not luck, but unusual MM and

A quick wit. |
But of all this Abraham Lincoln knew nothing m_u-b

o

f annexed Henry Wing for his own private news service.

g ! ' Henry rejoined the Army of the Potomac a&t in ‘lm tﬂ'
- the battle of Spottsylvania and the beginning of » mu. .r
(_:i three weeks' fighting =~ the most dreadful bvor seen on this _Qu"
j: tinent. The boy told himself move than onee in the tormented
L’% days through which he now went that never before had he llr Mum
LF » tion of what war might mean. He had lain in campe, had WMQ
Gf;’ ‘ one great battle 0 be cut down in ten minutes after he M ﬂn .
(T; enemy, h#: had lain wounded for !‘ort}-o“ht hours tttmttﬁﬂ |
éji_“_ , osre, he had been orippled for life; Iut mothing that he m m \
E perienced had seared his soul, had destroyed his love of m ﬁ )I'f;
%}: had wanted to go back to the amy. B s
%E But this = this was a rvevelation of Gﬂlm ﬂ, n :
1(?_ he had had no econception, XNor three weeks the A_m_ﬁx
it&‘ ‘ threw ;tult again and again against u entrenched foe

saving men as Grant seemed intvent on dumﬂu M

r-n back, strove to turm flanks, were «'tm m
A Ony BE8inst ontumu only to be again ‘um"
bogs and thickets. Night snd day in the-unkne
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to their enemy my were shot as they boiled thur mi m
sbout the camp fire, slept. Zvery iree seemed alive Oﬁl m
shooters.

Amaged, outraged, Henry 'm tm himself ll“ m mﬂt
of 1%, nignt and dey. He was moREimeldisn i) |
than one tale was afloat in the Avmy ot iho m Qf m
limping newspaper man who, caugut in swae fievee Oﬂ: Of m G
Iy fighting, seised s vifle from a fallen man and joined m
The dreadful advance - for advance it was ~ went on day :m_mr.

interninably 1t seemed to Hemry, until, sfter Cold Havbor, his w
vacked with unbearable pain from his veckless disvegard qt" :

leg « his very soul aflame with despeir and mon. h! mt m'
omp=wight for Washington with his dispatches. ; I
All nuf}mmm enthusiasm and companionable
out of him. A1l he wanted was to be let alone, and he
out o.t the way comner to vest. But the turmoil of_ﬁ
left him no vest, It was there on the deek of m '

that for the first time in hie 1ife he fased a m.,

Q determination, to give up semething that he had |
going out of that hell,

Vhy should he go back? Had he not
to serve? He was not & seldier, only s oy
hundred men eager for the place, ley
' His ‘mm m .u.




pallid dying men, staggering baek ” w b
uxphu in stacks of desd which om h_

he said, "Mr. Linecoln mm are here, he vqtl M‘
oyariage”

He had forgotten Mr. Lincoln » forgotten '

He muet go and tell him his story before he mw.
It was evening when he was admitted to the Wh
and My, Lincoln was alone, As the man and yuu\ mm

shock of ity at what he saw in the ohmm M

weeks bYefore they had parted almost gayly - the m.l

hopeful = the boy confident, buoyant; and now m 00
dvawn gray faces into eyes dull with snguish. The look

e LR e iy . AL

President's face Jjerked Henry Wing out of his self
18 wes st N SLoNA hiland; beis bt sights, [
sounds., Were not the streets of Washington ! RPAG
President d-ﬂy‘ drove back and forth to his



Putting ome long arm around the youth in affectionate
greeting, the President pushed him to a chair on one side ” the
big office desk, seating himself opposite, his elbow on the .ﬁbht :
his hand shading hie eyes, his body bent forward, "l'mu' M
said, "I wish you would tell me all about 1t' « everything u\m .
you left. What you have seen o heard. How does it look t'l. M‘

The Ydoy hesitated. Wnere to oegint He could nm uu
afterwards how he did begin, only that under the nll_l'pt m
dark and suffering eyes, intent upon him he began to talk and m
soon talking out his very soul. He was one who for daye having 7
seen intolerable thinge which 21l the traditioms of his 1ife and
profession forbade him $o repeat now found himself muwm
authority to spesk, These things belonged to the President.

His story had no orderly sequence though he tried to |
keep éno. It broke, ran tnjr from him, He tuk'm: the mu.; : . v
turned back, only to lose himeelf again. There were m“a oute
burste of rage - rage that men who had Jled in thuo awful m
should be so jealous of puﬂlon. 80 intent on, lwm fﬂl ‘lht!
own errows, that they would nop in the ﬁMthi‘Mh ,_M

one another, to threaten, would weaken their owi &mﬂ u ﬂ&
hate and self-seeking. He u\-:x come upon it 8t “\ ' '
commanding geneval and the ,-hmn cavalry l.uhq the awmy




‘nu story went on: camps ann umu.umm. |
W trenchments that laughed in their hll!. 4n Hm-
in Juncln. bogs, in sunlight and l.a rain. The W M. .
the swamps and swollen streams, woods, rolling hills, muuu

court houses, churches, plantation houses, giving their m to

struggles which men will never forget. The scenes and the ltm |
unrolled with details of awful deaths.

There was the "Angle of Death," the Bloedy Angle. It
had rained that day., He could ﬁot see, 80 he uu‘nu-m !!l ‘
followed afoot. He had lain on his stomach in a clump of bnhll_
close by and he had watched a narrow Untou line, often but m -n
deep, orumbling and erumbling as it fought for ome M‘lﬂl _’Olli,-
Men were thrown to '\i-‘im-}-nd left, killed and maimed. M W
up on each side vhile always behind oame that narrow, M.ﬂn‘h _' ‘

stream breaking itself to ragh against its ememy. And always

behind knew what was coming to them « they couu.»tt mm
growing. Well, they took the Angle, held it, died th lﬂ w

supported were ovdered from it.

g ' The story leaped from the Angle %o Cold m.u“” : : i
}CL: dan htor. If one was \mmu, the other was murder ,, g

murder. The boy's voice was hot with ’uun as h

word, The amy had known what it meant to take
Cold Harbor. It had been theve in 4 1 m
thn Mtuh. men mum for mu - muu '




| "An s¥my moving across country to htth is besut
see, Mr. Lincoln., It was lovely at four e'clock « N m W
went in at Cold Harbor, The fields were green and '

dewy, and the birds were singing., I sat on & hm
move out. : “_ b :
The lines were 80 gay. There were t’hn lnu. m m
they went on 8o steadily and quietly. You could not m M u
meant murder. I was watohing Hancock's corps, nm_ lut mat
of boys there I knew « boys I grew up with in oomaﬂ% ‘llt 15
had played hookey and gone swimming and *spelled dowm' 'ﬂh ‘lm
of them, I knew them by name - knew their fathers and mhm and ;
sistere, They had never seen a real battle befove » Ollt mhl :
They had kept them up here ‘around Washington some omm ul
then sent them down there, The old fellows had been poking fun at
them - 'never seen fire yet, boys.' « 'I bet you will run ' that is
what they would tell them., It was those boys I watched when iho
order came, and they went against those heights without a m.
There wasn't a chance of success. They knew it « but ih”' w om '
just the same, dropping in their tracks as they camej} “ m |
behind rushed over the dead and wounded, and fell., You m m
believe 80 many men could die in tmty minutes . M M

the time it took. lLee killed ?.000 of us that ‘ll;
soratohed him. It was murder « murder, I tell you

- angry voice wavered, and the story m
,nm ot niant -em mmm_‘ :
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fielde of wounded and dead. All that night after Cold m he
had tramped up and down, looking for the cnuuucut iln hl hﬂ.
taking their names, their keepsakes, and sl.nn m them thll'o
were those that were not dul.nt dying,who m a -nup to u-n._
He had brought up hundreds of names, seores of meseages. n m .
all one could do. And when you had been there yoarself, m. hh ~
*11 night wounded as he had after Frederieksburg, you ninﬁt .
bear to stop as long as thon wvas a dead or dying mm ﬂr. s
you must help what you emm. sk '
Until now the listening President had sat motionless,
his hand to his forehead, his sombre eyes fixed on the w; \m

when the story touched on reminiscence he stirved to life, hll _

huul came dovn. he sat up straight, utmlhd. i i. . _
*You, Henry, a soldier « at hdoumhu‘! M’ﬁ m &1

you got your limp?* And then slowly, "I never thought of m.

He threw off the nightmare of the story he had been hmrm g- m

story so awfully personal, for which he was s0 awfully 1 |
His interest was suddenly intent on the boy who had u...

out what he hwd seen and felt in this month with thl
He threw hmnu back in his c¢hair, and m‘" m
the top of the desk, said, "Wheve were you hms
ubeut yourself, How did you get mo the am'
And Henry Wing probed by the 7
his story, much, I imagine, ss sixty m :'




> !

it to me, and as I have told it to you.
Wonder grew on My, Lincoln as he listened. M-l m
that® he exelaimed, es Hemry ended with the story of his erip

fafter that you go back to the army = ave going baok mﬂ Wo _
boy, you shame me. You've done your part = anybody m“ ll’ thlt-
You could quit in honor, tut you stiock. I 'llnt".' hl m in
numility, "Aif I could do that. I don't believe I would. mu’- many
e night, Henvry, that I plan to resign = I mldu'tgg‘mh m tt
I didn't know these other fellows couldn't run the mm- on lhu'
platforms « whatever they say. I on t quit, Henry » I m h M.
ut you could and you don't. You give me courage, Dm. !tn - ﬂh :
me feel 1f that's the kind of stuff the Army of tht Potomasc tl made _
up of I needn't worry." M | Bl
They had visen and were standing looking each other Ml -
in the eye, and the President as he looked possibly rnd sametni

of the boy's revolt = his decision ~ for mttlu his am tm
him he said almost pleadingly -~ so it seemed %o mm Q ’3
reckon we won't quit, will we, Hnn'n' and nonrr. [ ]

himself up, said resolutely:
"No, Mr. Lingoln, we won't quiti®
M 80 their compact was num
Throughout the swmer and fall that mnm“‘
always ended his tnwn returns to mn 'l‘;
the White House = n visit which extended
nours of the movning. i




"Show me where you have been, Henry," was aly
Lincoln's first vequest, and Henvy, spreading m m
the mh_. would trace his movements. _-m Mr. mmu

made up the life of the army, they were its very m mﬂ .
A feature of Henry Wing's talks to which the 1
listened avidly was his stories of those uMM mm of _ﬂa

young and old, feeble nnd ‘erippled, that the ”.'m "Il e -.
and which must go down to destruction unless a strong m “

stretched out to save them, Henry Wing could no more M m M’ |
these derelicts by than he could vefuse to join & ?
There were many tales afloat st headgquartevs of his ves
was one sbout which his colleagues long teased hin < m




: ¥ -
R %
~ He had oome stealing breathless, sosked, bare he:

1nto ) -muu camp one nuht. to tnfm M
or twenty miles %0 the south w a detachment m

‘ﬁ(* ' by superior forees and unless prouptly u:um would

G be destroyed at day break.

‘n- exploit for the lines lay so close tuotm thlt m
way at many points of telling friend from fos, but m

the official title. nmnr. there was news t0 be M m;ﬁ;:{’

‘put through boforo anybody else lot it, AT possible.
He told his story tevsely and elearly, an

his n-u map with an uolutny which headquarters had |
trust, the looation of the tnppu force. All the time M
was telling his news he was huddling close in his ﬂﬂt

black baby.

Hven the excitement i‘t his message and the
confusion of sending uncf did not prevent his eell

Vhat in the worldte=
It was a ohuruuﬁnne Ving omut! “-*lﬁl
At a moment in his dangerous journey when ln m
aun to an outpost - whether Union or Confl

know - and was muu mﬂﬂ\ m iln



hds meseage. And there he stood now, huddling the ehild o him.

3¢

breathless listening to be the babbling of an infant, M -
the sound :e had come upon a ugn woman dying from . m‘-h
her breast, the chance shot of a picket, no doubt, ﬁ! M m
strength enough to point to the 1ittle ome. All that Umm

eould do to comfort her was to pick up the baby and ..u m nm" *_
look after it.

He kept his word, for after she was dead, w hl m
he possibly was endangering his 1ife, he tuttoned the .um b
his coat and eontinuod his perilous jourmey, What he !

and inetantly he was surrounded, He hud stumbled into ﬂu o

he knev to be near. lugkily for him he had struck m.' Aine,
he was immedistely hustled to the comnanding officer's 'm.;.:

It was only vhen he heard the order given for resoue that

ried off to the contraband camp to hpout his find in tlu

of a motherly negress. ¢
Often the human problems Henry shouldered mﬂ

be solved as easily as thst of his baby, and again -ﬂ' ‘

sought Mr. Lincolan's help. As a matter of fact it mfj

before the two weve joined in a conspiraacy of nm‘@
extricate viotims from the army law when illw
viotim was Iotth tt = & viotim not a m-




e

%‘_{: the army by boat one hot night he had left his um
Lé writing out his dispatches to -ttou the deck for m;
L—\ .pnud the wheel house he caught a glimpse of a

Ei' figure, mnu in a corner close to the rail. A

\i to himself, but 1t was a ohud Iurtnc the cap tt s"‘

i By his side was not only his drum iut the -mm an

=

s nan.

? Henry Wing's rrun:luuu was of that m

; ‘_mch dogs and children never suspects. They nuyt l.t lﬂ
:: offered., In five minutes he was durhd up in the o
= the boy and a desolate little soul was telling him its
-l,l"" : A year ago his mother with whom he lived ‘P
\% ‘ died. His father was in the Army Aof the Potmoqf m
E | from his mother's grave to his home, taken his W *

:E - tnthnodnnhﬂndm-mmnlmdﬂ‘“ml‘
;'QE " southbound train. He was only twelve years m. -ﬂ

QE_H Kindly econductors ani brakemen, hearing his um. M

Elf ' on, Wonderful tﬂhto to human tenderness) ﬁ. M

(;'3 his father, had been uooptod as a drummer hr ﬂl‘ m

way through the Wilderness to the James. M; m
his father had been killed. | y Tif2

his belt and had left the srmy.
Erave.



Henry Wing ..umoc up drum, tﬂhﬂ
'mm.mmmu.mmum '
m-untnnhnumm. mtumhl
uat day they were in umnnu. It was Iﬂ: .
no had pressing work and the child elung un-;

m.dﬂtn led him to the White House, to the
nﬂm to the whole story.

"What are we going to do with him, lunrﬂ" he
when Henry Wing had finished. “We", you seel 'nu
‘at once. I suppose if thye provost marshal got Msm
‘would olap him into priscn as & deserter,”s m.n
course he was. The President wrote him a ﬁnﬁ m

M"foi t& moment they would m the imutm_'c’

give hinm a home, ‘
Not many houu later Henry Ving, vhon u; ie

*About thst drumner boy, Wing? 1 want him. :m
him a home and an munu.

see lir, Lincoln. th- m thing b iﬂ -M
hon n um ae tt ln mu m._m




As‘ the weeks nﬁt on and Henvy m more mmu.
Muooln'u imperative need of nnm now far he mu mt q the
Army of the Potomac he munu his efforts to m I'.l m;

E} self. He began to see it as it was, as army tmm w m
f; men who had been at Bull Run, Frederiskeburg, Chancellovsville;

t;_r officers who knew no ahu field MVUZ/ % id H ".

?j ~ other objective than Richmond, He found ¥hat it ned 1ts M"a _
g— . "ways®, code, its peculiar institutions. One of mm msmm.
B of which he made free use, was the unique news -mm ‘&‘ ”

& . veterans had developed for their own satisfaction, and m M

% trusted far move implicitly than the offieial bulletine, M .
jg they said Wto tell what ought to have hnnﬂ‘ ar m m
ég | . Th#ip news service was carried on by a mumv mm

f’i : the ranks as "Camp 'slkorl." e men with an insatiable M

a:{:: curiosity about what was going on. Back home my had m m
7_ | ‘®up street” at night to the drug store, the corner mmatjﬂ uu
QL? | what they knew and to hear what others had to tell, nme

;1?_— they were not content with the news of their own lmy ™

(\j army was their field, and gradually they fowymed thl W"

S: in at camp fives "f;_ night after amt to ask .M

g

| they ned heard elsewhers snd push on, Freguently it wes
and htot before they nﬂhok in their beds. :
The Camp Valkers accepted Nenry as lﬂ
he not been a solider, and had he not m




" sider them for lr. Lincoln. There weve few of the more umumt

unfitted for soldieving, he had nevertheless come back t0 m Mﬁ
all over again, for they knew well enough, these men ﬂﬂ “ h.
nightly tramped and $alked, that night and day in this eampaign he
was running the same risks they did. '

It was not only the news they brought that Henry was ine
tevested in, the discussion of the campaigns by these men were well
worth any reporter's attention, and particulariy 'nlltblo m h ”I*

ones that did not carry inside their pockets 2 gul m mu m -

maps, some of which had gone through the whole three m. M
knew the topography of the country better than many of m—n !!__ﬂ__"_ﬂo
and they had their own notions of strategy. As a matter if’l_h“.
the veterans yu""ﬁ/ilztury matters with a pucttﬂ.m mn
similar 80 that of Lincoln himself, and they um m M
believed to be false moves and defests a good deal uh‘ﬂ. mh
disgust - and patience.

The Camp Walkers' news and comments figured lmm ‘
in Henry's talks with lr, Lincoln, giving him v.thlt sense ‘t M ﬁll

men were doing and feeling for which hewas 80 hmm mm:-

" he got & better realization that from any other souree of NW L

tempt that the veterans had tor Gunt'l use 0! m u.m"
march, They were willing to die, but they w n |
spend seasoned men as he was spending them, to m |

works which muet fail « it was not worth it.,
indigant that the vanks depleted by thess



-

_ nnt officers had been dispelled. They o

N

2844 to come into the awmy. The veterans
h&ﬁ. they had the highest respe

were 0\0 of an ouﬂuly dutl.nlt race, ““ m”

muon or Geryman,

MMLLB_MI—%BUW
‘story of the absolute glee with which the m“ .‘ M
scattering groups of Coffee Boilers, of the vefusal .f . _
aid one of thu group when they found he had m‘m . ‘
as sometines happened, or of the way when one of them had SwERe i
tail all the vetetens in line would combine to drive hu m.. e
My, Lineoln's heart was sick sgain and sgain m h,, m

the just oriticism of these brave fell at the mm
which must replace men of such sterling and ""‘W
that were venal and contnﬁl‘bli. eh |
‘As the ammy worked its way south, the “...",,:'.*
the men grew. They felt that at move than one ’.m m
in their hands if the matter had been properly ’IM. 9
delays, that they violently cuind + cuysed even "m

officers frequently, for m’ veré a tride for ¥

axy ‘but they looked them thm and 8



L\- b

one of them that would not have told Grant nimself “‘H
of him if it had come in his way. e

| Nothing was move encouraging to Mrs u“.u
veports of how Grant, in spite of m the men felt u
lees wasting of their force, grew on them, It was s il
that Grant was not going to turn back as he had s

the first time they told themselves gr:

Coman am 2
Iao no longer the head of

before they rveached the James thoy were singing < and lm
heartily » "Ulyssee leads the Van,® And the exultation ut h

‘;”..' i gatitl

groups around the camp firves to whom the Camp nm M

died on the spot to have that gerta ty. But to hoﬂ m ‘I
mtm. not to have been in Potorlim" as ever -
nuht have been if the thing had been pushed, was oll
disgusting failures = a fallure over which the Pre
as bitterly as they did. i

It was not until the middle of July M ‘
bring back to the President any news nm stirred '
"ih- army was camping around Petersburg, uﬁtﬂ' ours
urmm frn the heat uﬂ the fever, mmv
moum mm in tnM MWV



.

 and Neade with their staffs had

1864 v:'l ,paor a portion of the ontotmh «M. '
To the boy it was an Amaszing m that m-_
go, earrying out earth and nmtu in timber m 7
the very feet of the enemy. " Wny, he tcld the mm.
heard the voices of the Confederates over his hnj unm
allowed as a special privilege to visit the puum.
eould not fail. There would be onme vast upheaval, the
would pour in on the surprised Confedevates, NM- ’
and there would be an open road to Richmond, b
~ But the Petersburg mine was only another qt_"::
niscarriages hat had distinguished the Union warfare ia Vi
for over three years. MNr. Lincoln was to hear much of
pened = many stories besides that of Henry Wing Shough ”g;*
ful if any was more vivid, more nyhu with nnmm‘
pression.

He had awaited the hour of the cﬁzusa mn
he was so sure it was to be a grand success. Mﬂ
after weeks of stories of half victories, or otrs‘rt
worse than defeat, to be able to report one Ng :

% g
&

unexpected strokel
' muhuumotmm,_
vidden to & knoll overlooking Petersburg. - the




ex0ited there by the exaltation that he resd in ﬂu_
men. Even Grant himself seemed -um M m}m
this time, There ocould be no nuuu oﬂm
every movement had been renearsed. It had been aw:{'_
for a vast pageant, only here the death and GM

. vealities, not pretences. .
The moment set for the firing of the 'ﬂ_ i |

begin the terrific cpening aot was 3115 AJi. l.m* :

mimites puna. anxiety, consternation, duutt.

the little nmp. They were helpless. No move mn*

There had been volunteers to g0 in and lﬂm it,

wae making. But an hour had passed amd mlmt m
It was an awful | :
and men were thrown high into the air mmua m:
crater ukc the yawning mouth ot a great nm
tm had hm.

‘the explosion planned came,




on the part of the Union troops. Henwy m um
o the LieutensnteGeneral of the Army heard him my

self, "Wy don't the boys go int? Way du"‘l the m
' then, when the minutes passed and M did not ﬂ'm
the enemy nuym. he wheeled his horse nl M]M

Henry Wing at his heels,
The story of what he saw on thn wild Itll

hie death, He mxum that he had seen with his Wl ey

the soene of attack and leaving his horge %0
suddenly come upon a man stretched pnﬂuh on t’h
stupor. It was the officer who was t0 have led the al

had not gone in becsuse their comuand ing officer was dr
‘this story with all its detail that he told the Presi

with boyuh generosity, "He was one of the m

Me. Lineoln, I never saw him intoxicated, He ned ts

nis head burded in his hands, had groaned, "Oh, Hes

get drunk just vhen they ought gn s09" -

the confidence of m who were h" :
mﬁmnmcm, utm'
uﬂlmi fod the m of m ’0““» _,:




us have peace « peace at any price. '

Politicians worked with m-pn m;
and women. They offered them llwhun u‘ '!h oy
hostilities®  Prémont, and it was not too m m -n
Lincoln at least. The strong and hostile vl_d'q qf "
had been blowing now for weeks begame hym

converging to one potnt « the President, He ‘lm tl
opposition « a man without a friend - his .M '
contemptuous « Congress sneering and hindering. Intr
eabinet, dismay in his party. HEven his best and .m

should puprontu « delay a draft, consider n'ut

thing to soothe the oﬁntry'o agony = | ntq after e L€

" oivilian amd official opposition, however strong and
be, He was more and more oononnoc with the w'l

period, "I would rather be defeated -m the
than to be elected without if
B . ,



grip. They never would let him loose now. They might m | g
s oF Ahi 466 = Was 80 2ot ded teught them to fight, a wm
that had done that. nohﬁlqlth-uhtm“; MM“ .
given them Grant? Way, Lincoln. And who was backing M! m v&
the risk of his defeat in the approaching election? um-. M
would vote as they shot,
Mr. Lincoln, listening and carefully mm m tht w
was reporting from the army with what he was hearing fm M w
ters, said grimly to him one night in reply to his unm -m--.
| ®All right, Henry, but if they turn their backs o the five m nn
burned they will have to siton the blister.,"
They did not turn their backs to tn- ua thn ms u
the primitive polls set up for them in the o-m - 8 tent = ; mu

under a tree - the end of an ambulance = three fourths of N
in the Avmy of the Potomac dropped into @:_.!mfuun ‘

cartridge or eracker cases, and in one case at least an “‘

rele-votes for Abraham Lincoln. e

Henry Wing saw the man whom he had come 80 u
freed from the burden of undertainty about the fate Of
Now Grant could end the ﬂn'. {lz
thoughts were no longer with armies, thu wltl ven
future, planning how order could be nm. kﬂ
_ Bouth, oould be put at n-n peaceful nnum It
%o Henry as ;t u. Lincolats W snl )

he had been ocarrying.




e R T T

you ga:l.u to do when thewar is o'nr?'
"'011 ur. Lineoln." ropl:l.od. young ﬂu.
with the law. I have &n ides that I could got . ec

think I would li.ko that ."
*Don't begin on couruu uhn rh :t u_

he said. "One term deun't mn mi.h.. :‘t “N

learn the wl. get noquuntod. ﬂth lhl um t

1 know how it is. When you Mw

u mttr hard on a new comer., No, I uum"i u

Henry, unhu I was sure I was going to nt:ut to t

hn it amount to -ometh:l.ng.

| The advice stuck in Henry '11:;'- l:l.ad.
ho? It must be something that would hnlp BT, m‘ht
told nimself, was in for trouble when tho nr m

were some strong follou on the Hill and 1n tu

hn believe in his idea of letting the Swth luﬁ ‘oa

mcﬂd at the words of mercy that had begun u M

' in the President's talk, public and ,u"g.. M
ment, hanging, outlawing: protectorates mﬂ be QM

was talking t!ﬂlen. :
Iw. Iionryﬂm was with the m.iunt

ho help?
 He temlamtonu muuum-

tﬂm- uu amy ntﬂod lnn fcr m



|
|

would bueho q}p uduor - th. cunr of & paper of his m;mﬂ

it -:mu be u Conneotiout. rhan were too many men in “ te,
in his ant.m nated tmmho loved. He mmmw |
swmor-beaver there, fight his umu-. The paper he chose *'?Mum

~ was & weekly sheet, uuomd by ronr years of owm-;wp.‘:‘-'_ o
wm But he was in no hmryy to mf’
possession., He wanted to see with his own eyes the .M-'!'";_,, ¥,
snd when in March it became gertain that that end was ﬂ.‘l‘ “ i
hurried back $0 his old post at Grant's M“ﬂﬂh II m hl'l!
there but a fow days when the President came down for & vtlﬂn

If Henry Wing had any idea that llr- Lincoln's mmm
had eoohd in the months that his visits to the Vhite Bm hﬁ m
interrupted, the warm welcome that he gave him at their m :‘:_ 44

tal meeting 'pn the grounds, dispelled it., Hurrying out from thl”
telegraph orsm he had almost collided with the presidentiasl !Im
My. Ltnooln spying him un-a out an mnu hearty M“. "we

must have & talk", he said, mttiqs his aym around the bmt ‘.,_ dder,

he nlko&“h my from the company, down the road following the Ma 7

*To0 many nuph here,” Mr. L:lnuln said, 'ht us get MG th
and the President himeelf laying hold or the vope to mtﬁﬂm |
& Aittle skiff floating out in the m drev it to sh
diresting Henry to sest himself in the cw)u. erawled ”
the tmb*ixm the boat to drtft as m 00\ ﬂ ml.h
thot: talk to be entively «ut.




-._)‘ e

5

e

9

da ‘

Lo -~ almost tuM his achin, and cluunc them with his long m,.

o .

i - "gell me smt things. mt have you been doing?™

o |

And Henry told hm of his winter, with many m s

= of his erzatic ehief, told hin of the purchase of Afheld

L -

a2 m and of his determination to go back theve and m m -
e in the fight for a mereiful recomstructions The talk Fen an f‘f T the
“{3 many happenings since their last meeting, and ocame up tt M QM“
L=
F&L of the moment. "The war is just about over," Mr. I-tlull ﬁ“; u ‘
f— Lt '
gj he pioked up the rope to pull their skiff back to shore, m

E‘E is closing on lee from the South., It vnl be only a few wl m..
c I don't want our armies to orush him, I want the Awmy of m
=
L to have the satisfaotion of capturing General Lee = it is mm.
A 3
5 For four yuu they have been at this thing. 1 want them to lﬂ ﬂ.

L

% _ The Army of the Btomac was to have that uu-mnm. m

~
g Henry lunc was to be in at the finish, a finish for which M mw
e FAT: y

b and ouputﬂy planned, As soon as lee's army was known h e h w

&

SH treat unorkm attempted a detour avound it with his umm uul h

&

& Wing went al_.ona. As they were approaching Appomatox, W‘ e
i
&
e

flag rmmﬂ to tho breeze . ‘

(SR M was an jmmediate halt. Ilo" |
. twacks, wz \? startled troops and their o omn
lnm m b m m hﬂmﬂm. 'tth




he had arvanged with a friendly member of ?nnt'a.,amt mt a.t m
did mﬂu. as was expeoted, this man, as soon as “ was Mt ;
should come out from the house where they weve wunl. oy
his hat and wipe his ronhm three times with a handkerchief. m

were other signals for other contingencies.
‘ He rode into the groups, blue and grey, gathered sbnt the
house where the two great chiefs were in council, and M-MM\‘
stood 1n‘ apparant unconvern = though really intensely alert.

A man opened the door, cameput, took off his hat and wiped

fhis forehead three times with a handkerchief. 7
Henry Wing was in his saddle on the inatant, dashing off
with his news, his one objeot in life at that moment beimg %o htl i
the correspondent of Zhe New York Herajal T
1t was his last dispatch, The war was over, He Mr!ut‘ ‘
at once to Litchfield to take possession of the Enguiver. He Im
quickly, for if ome looke over a file of the journal mm l.l
the towm's public library, he will find that the issue of the 13th
of April, 1865 bears the valedictory of its retiring oum !ﬂ

bespeaks for its new owners, Wing and Shumway, the "gane MI ‘

patronage and kind ways that have been afforded us."
It was on the morning of the iSth of April that Hewsy
sat down at his desi %o write his salutatory - o m. : .' 1ae
youth, doing the thing that he wanted to do, tounm . '
whom he believed. '
80 was amm with a tm ﬂﬂ. n

G



As he N ‘his m i!
came ut, dn”m a tohpu ou Iih lul h

mmm- x.tauu. President of the United

tuuﬁ-tn uinutes m seven.”
waiting pen traced not the




