Mademe, as ovoryqno mx.a m, -m h
in Augu.t when the Germans surrmm m : ‘
Town. Her one thought was to protact mw
inmates. What were their rights under th. MW
She found a manual and studied it. It was to serve

good purpose in the future months. Sensing a
slege she proparod for it, requisitioning five mm .
sheets fromtrusted townsmen, practical 1y all the lmu“

of medicines in the Town, arranging for milk and egss by
secret channels. This was not done before she was M
with a problem quite outside of the province of the
director of a hospital.

The occupntion had been so sudden thtb m G#
the little garrison of aoldiera in the Town had been
trappod. A hundred and nine of them sought roruga ﬂ&
Madame. What was she to do with them in her already
crowded quarters? How was she to rid them of thelr tcu»
tale uniforms, get them into civilian clothes? mro m

sho to get the clothes and what was she to do ﬂ.th ﬁu
uniforms?~--and them?

The Germans from the start were mp&clm 01‘
her. They came, not asking if she was eonem maa '
but charging her with it. She had taken on Multm
business of seeing them. She allowed no nttm h |




answer her questions. She always cpmd'th‘t M

even the last button and buckle of thoir niforms

But the-:Germans were aulpoctins hor or 'nm

crimes. French and British prisoners from Bdgtﬁ h

Ealt found their way in and out of the Town.

reached the French which must have come through M._

Who there, but Madame, was clever enough to ongimor ln&

operations. |
"It was truo," she told me quita ahply, w

'e arrest in August I wia inSinaies

communication with her. Her underground did not run onl.y

to the Dutch border, it came westward. My hosplital was t
station. Cambrai had a wireless. We made the om,i.u
very uneasy for they never were able to datoot, only u g

»

suspect.”

Two years went by when the Gcmnl. wtﬂ.tm

Town and Madame was arrested.
They couldn't afford to gui.uptlm her m |
they found out her accomplices, learned m

witted by another.




But they got nothing. She htﬂ. mﬂ
had no aooonplicu, she had nothing to tnu m,
enough, they could not believe and would m. G

They showed sound puyohology t!.n' Mﬁw
on her refusal to tell them anything. aou-m _
that generally opened the mouth of a woman. 'l'hoy march _
her through the Town on her way to the prison mwuﬂu '7_-2'
miles away. -

"I was very proud," she sald sliling, "for as I
passed all the men in Cambrai raised their hats and the |
women wept." | ; |

At the end of three months her mouth was still 0
shut. They brought her back to be tried--a apoeuculir..'
trial, ‘the most grandiose show the Germans could put on
'with the General of the district himself presiding. Do
thoir best they learned nothing from her, nothing tral
her attendants, nothing from her fellow-townsmen.

Angry and baffled, they turned to torture. She
was sent into Germany and for msny months trmflmd rru

L A ATR

prison to prison, it being made clear to those who had

charge of her that she must be made to confess. That wes
their business, that was what they were trained for.
Professional pride made them do their best ﬂ.t:h m-

There are horrible episodes in this story of th‘ d.
months. They tried hunger, they tried oold, m)
months of hard labor scrubbing ﬂooﬂ'md‘;_fﬂ?




Tda M. Tarh

for .a prison of depraved women. Eighteen months ﬁl not M & ae
mueh for her will to silence, but it was for her body. ﬂt : «
became terribly 111 and wes brought to the hospital in ' e
Valenciennes, only twenty-five miles from cuhni.l

There were nuns in charge of the institution and
they were good to her. She was 8o frall, so littla; and her
big eyes so disarming. When finally she could walk they gave
her the run of the garden. One day she asked to walk into
Town. She came back. She went out and in repeatedly, but
finally there came & day when she did not return. She
walked eastward through Belgium headed for the Dutch border.
She was still welking when the Armistice came. She simply
turned on her heelland walked westward through Belgium into
France headed for Cambral.

It was late in November when she came to the Town.
Men and women, rich and poor, but most important to her of
all, the poor old derelicts, the blind and the poor, once her
charges, who had outlived the sufferings war had brought them,
came flocking about her. "We were waliting for you. We knew m'
would come."

All her old energy re-asserted 11:501:. She had
taken the ruins where I found her and in three months had
gathered plece by plece bits of wood and paper and iron,
old stoves, old bedding, bits of furniture until she had b‘m
able to furnish four wards. She took me over the place. m %
patch had a story, every shell-hole r:lllod was a oonmun h.r




.-.gluiot;y was contagious. I found nurulf m
"How happy you are, Madame," 1
"Yes," she said soberly, "I n

o because I am free. I learned in those mm in
. -to wrest from me what I had been given to M- m
the only happiness lay in fidelity to my trust. If
bot’rlyod,by word or sign one of my accomplices I |

could have faced these people so rtithtﬁl to me. I
have sold myself into slavery." 7

"preedom,” she went on, "comes only w e
fidelity. You must earn 1t, and each must pay hu m
and there are no two prices alike. It is an arm:» af
soul, but having earned freedom all that really mttorl

follows."
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