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v F. G. HILLMAN

AND GENERAL SUPPLIES

New Bedford, Mass MOTt̂ ta! 9. 1» 7

Miss Ida 11. Tar bel l ,
120 East Nineteenth S t . ,
wew York, Hi. Y.;

My Dear Miss Tnrbell:

Having reed th«t ytu are writing your remem-
brances 1 wish to congratulate ycu and those v,ho may be to for-
tunate as to have the privilege and pleasure of reading them
when published.

acting also, that your are represented as
believing that m o a t o f 0 U 2 domestic i l l s result from a high
protective tariff , i wish to relate a recollection of my own
and then ask just one question, i f l may.

The recollection is th i s : some years ago. 1
was corrected with a Boston leather concern, which, in addition
to buying large ouantities of domestic hiftes, alsc imported in
considerable quantities, extra heavy hides from&upope, known
as Swiift hides. The hides of the highlands of and adjacent to
Switzerland being much heavier than those of t h l i country ox the
Argentine, i t the time i hare in mind there was a tarif f of 15
per cent ad valcrum on hides entering the United States, and, in
time, thereto* gan to be express*^rach dissat is fact ion because, i t

said, the duty was solely for the benfit of the wealthy
packers of Chicago and the middle vest , and this did not appear
tc be denied. It was also claimed that if the tariff on hides
were tc be removed, our people could purchase shoes at lower cost .

An so events moved with due proceedure toward
th6 removal of the tariff , and after a time, the president of the
Boston leather concern said to the treasurer, "Well, i t lcoka as
though uongress was about ready to remove the dmty on hides; guess
we might as well get our order started by cable for as many Swiss
hides as we can carry, before the duty goes off." "Yes," replied
the treasurer, "I thought if you didn't speak of it today 1 would
tc you." So they cabled their order to Kurope.

1 hare related this incident to others and they
usually interrupt at this point to ask; "Why didn't they wai t
unti l the tarif f had been removed?" The answer is because they
knew that by reason of our innocence , or ignorance, of lack of
business acumen, or whatever i t may be cal led, so many in this
country would do that way th^t a shortage would b6 created, and
the foreign dealers, being v>ise in their generation, would not
only advance their prices to equalise them with the amount of the
tar i f f reduction, but vuuld doubtless go as far beyond that 88
they f e l t that the short market would stand; which they did. And
the soston concern made flO.000.00 or so by ordering before the
tar i f f was taken off.
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ihe only difference made to this ccuotiy naa that instead cf
the I6p going into the tr enemy of the united States i t went Into the
pockets of the jsuzopean dealers,- simply tzansfezxed fzom ouz treasury
to them, ind cui people did oot buy their shoes at any leas piieea.

Ho* fox the ouestion: Suppose that Japan, tfhich is faz and
away the lazgest buyez of American cotton, should buy even more, n̂d that
we should tale do*n ouz taziff, and they, by paying theiz veczkeza azound
23 cents pez femur long day, as cempazed witn ouz paying azound 33 cents
pez hcttz, should put a l l ouz ccttcn manufactuzing concerns out of busi-
ness, and the operatives out of employment, hon v,ould that decrease out
econiaic i l l s ?

Youz s respectfully,
^ ^

it* G. Hlllman)

mh . .. . ^M


