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N <+ Y. F. G. HILLMAN
'\\g‘& Q ‘F\* AND GENERAL SUPPLIES
&' 3 o s A\ 231 Pope Street
VY v / New Bedford, Mass.  Novembey 9, 1937 .

Miss lde M. Tsasrbell,
120 East vineteenth St.,
New York, N. Y.;

My Deay Miss Tsaxbell:

Having 1e€sd thet ycu are writing your remem-
brences 1 wish to congratulate ycu and those vho may be &o fcx-

tunate tg have the privilege and pleasure of reading them
when pugfisged.

noting also, that {oux are represented as
beliéving that pigt of cur dome stic ills xesult from a high
protective tarift, 1 wish to 1€elate a 1recolleetion of my own
and thep ask just ope question, it 1 may.

The 1ecollection is this: some yesars aﬁo 1
was coniected with a Boston leather copcern, which, in ad ition

to buying lsrge ocuantities of domestic hides, alsc imported in
considexsable -ouantities, extra heavy hides fiom Eupope, known
as Svwidd hides. The hides of the highlands of and adjacent to
Switzerland be ing much hesvier than those of thdd country ox the
Argentine. At the time 1 have in mind thexe was a tariff of 15
rer cent ad valcrum on hides entering the United States, and, in
time, therepegan to be express™mch dissatisfaction because, it
jas said, t duty vas scolely for the benfit of the wealthy
{ack&xs of Chicago snd the middle vest, and this did not agpe ar
¢ be denjed. It wes slso claimed that if the tariftr on hides
were tc be removed, our people could purchase shoes at lowexr cost.

Ap s0 events moved with due proceedure toward

the remcval of the tarift, and after a time, the president of the
Bcston leather concern said to the tressurexr, "Well, it lcoks as
though Corngress was about resd o remove the duty on hides: 88
we might aglwe?l get oulrl ozrdezysgazied by cable {0r as many'SﬁSa
hides as me cap carry, before the duty goes off." "Yes," replied

the treasurer, "I thought if you d1dn‘'t spesk of it today 1 would
tc you." So they cabled their order to EKurope.

1 have 1elated this incident to others and they
usuelly interrupt at this point to ask; "Why didn't they wait
urnitil the taxrift had been remove d?™ The answer 18 because the
knew that by reason of owmr inrocence, or ignorsmce, of lack of
busipess acumen, or whatever it mi be called, so many in this
conntry vwould do that way that a shcxtage would be created, asnd
the foreign deslers, being vwise in their geperstion, would not
Cnli advance their prices to ecusglige them with the amcunt of the
taxiff reduction, but v.uld doubtless go as far beyond thst as
they felt that the shoxt mesrket wouid stapnd; which they did. And

the Boston ccncern made $10,000.00 ox so by ordering b
tarift was taken oft. . J ng before the
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The only difterence made to this country was that lnatud of'l h

the 15m goinﬁ intc the tressury of the united States 1t went into the
pockets of the European dealers,- simply transferred from our treasuxy
to them. And our people did pot buy their shoes at any less p!lnl.

Now for the ouestion: Suppose thet Jepan, which is far and
away the largest buyexr of American cotton, should bn{ even more, apd thet
we should take down our tarift, and they, tg paying their workers axouul .
23 cents per hwmx long day, as ccmpared wi our paying axound 33:cents
pex hcur, should put all our cotton manufacturing concerms out of bmsi-
ness, and the operstives out of employment, how would that decrease our
econémic ills?

Yours respectdully,

b Sy 2 R

(F. G. Hillman)




