¥rs. Gorden Norrie,
N.Y.LaFollette-Wheeler Progressive Campaign Committese,
25 Vest 43 Btreet, New York City.

pear Mrs. Norrie:

Indeed, I am very much interested in
the LaFollette movement. I hope lr. LaFollette will have a
whacking vote - it looks to me as if he wouldj but I cannet
vote for him., His program lacks the practical definiteness
I believe we should demand of parties, and his supporters
are too divided in their essential aims and methods to be
capable of united action.

With kr. LaFollottc ] undcrlying motive I cer-
tainly sympathize. I take that mptive to be a revolt against
the undue power and undue returns which special privileges
of one kind or another give a comparatively small minority
of our people.

The country has long been pretty well of a mind
in thinking our chief business is to free ourselvea from
these privileges. VWe have been struggling as well as talke
ing that from the start. It is uphill work, but we have ad-
vanced. The question is, How can we go ahead most effective-
L>>1y now?
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As I see things the centre of rooistanca in the
_‘Prlvilege System is the high protective tariffs. As long as :
they last I see little chance of correcting other unfair ade N
vantages. Nor do 1 see how a government which grants these
() privileges can refuse subsidies, franchises, Teapot Domes,
—-guarnntocd prices, etc. Fccliag thies way, my tendency is to
2 pound the tariff, hopelees as the exercise may seem. Kr. )
G Davis and his follovera appear to be of that mind. I certainly
Jget 1ittle consolation from ¥r. LaFollette's group. His chief
—*aupporter- - organized labor and the farmers - are also ¢ln0rn11¥
< supporters of the tariff, being, as they- believe, beneficiaries '
@ of it, though they cortstnly delude themselves about that, as.
r—mon of all classes are prone to, when their pockets are cone
—~cerned.
Q_j ;
< ioreover, I cannot believe, dear irs. Norrie, that
groups so willing to avail themselves of the privileges of thc
_ tariff as organized labor and great bodies of farmers have
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feel sorry that, on reflection, I cannot honestly go with the

uprooting other privileges. They will attack what they consider i
injurious and support what they believe profits them, as the trusts
and the "interests” do.

’ Then there is the matter of international cofperation.
I know you have that deeply at heart, but I see no hope in MNr. s
La¥ollette's program. He promises to make over the Versailles v
Treaty. Now, forgive me, but that sounds like clap-trap. What can
the United States do about the Versailles Treaty? Ve are not L
signatory to it.

Of course there is incorporated in the Ver:uailles Treaty
an instrument devised for revising as well as for interpreting and
énforeing it - the League of Nations. Whatever revision is found
/ necessary will come through the League as events are pointing, just

/ as it was intended it shoulds It will come wfth pain and delay

and all sorts of bitter struggles, no doubt, but there is no human
way to escape that, whatever method is adopted.

I am and have been from the start convinced that the
most direct and practical system for international cofperation
ever devised is the League of iations. The extraordinary fLact
that this new instrument has been able to live through five of
the most terrible years the world ever saw - not only live but
grow and draw to it an inereasing number of nations - really looks
to me like fairly good proof that we are on the right track, and
I have never been able to see how anyone to whom the idea of war
is agony and madness could refuse to lend a hand in developing
the colperation started. .

So, you see, lr. LaFollette does not satisfy me at the
points which eecem to me crucial. MNr, Davis comes much nearer to
doing that, so I shall vote for him. But, as I say, I hope Mr.
LaFollette is going to have a whacking vote. We need a Hearty
protest against corruption, against slackness in law enforcement,
against willingness to let privilege tighten its hold. I roauy

Third Party, but it is not tough enough, does not give me anything
hard on which to bite. I do not see any definite desirable thing
as yet &n this Third Party movement to hold it together.

I have written this over long letter because I untodm
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