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| New York City, N. Y.

My dear Miss Tarbell:

. _you in the vestry room.

. am told that both our last National Conventions while pratpaugpat .

© Some of the very ones who wrote the plank and argned for it indulged
”'f,‘,;glﬁgayy drinking during recess periods. $hey§w¢pefwillingg"“ ko

Cimig oy, s

8/o Liberty,

First permit me to recall meeting you at.ourvTempié;dhffhn“lfffvn‘;5
evening you lectured in our city and the pleasant talk I had with = .=

: I.can not rerrain from commending you upon your hogASf;ﬂféég;;ghfﬂ_g
less and masterly matter in handling a very difficult problem. I~

L-read‘your'artiole in the Liberty with deep interest‘and.wiylfreéwﬂ5jf7[f

it again to see if I have overlooked anything.

As United States Commissioner I am brought in a slight»way5ﬁf”f f7f
into contact with these matters ani am in a position to see the = - . !

ﬂrgroas injustice done in the discrimenatory matter in which the

Jew is enforced by Federal Prohibition Agents. Negroes and the. .~ °
s called "poor white trash"™ are the vietims while the highemr -

ups on the social ladder are untouched. This at least isa . = .. .
statement of local conditicns. That the law is wantonly violated . . .
by otherwise lew observers is a fact which can not be denied. I . o .

have in mind the czse in which I became interested where a voman . il

with three girls, one a deaf mute was deserted by her bhusband and ~
opened a little eating place and unable tc make both ends meet =
and seeing the example set by others she sold liquor. The Federal
authorities got her and before her case was finally disposed of .
the State authorities indicted her for the same offense and 'sent
her to prison for two years. She came to the city alone and =
volunta@el: crrendered. She left a woman in charge of her
business w#o began to dissipate it. Before Ghristmas she sent me
word she wo 1d like to go home to spend the holidays with her
children and straighten her business. I urged the Governor to
parole her for thirty days, for that purpose. He refused. A few
days leter I read in the press that he had paroled a man who was
gerving a life sentence in order to enable hir to be with his

family Christmes., Thi: man shot down in cold blood another who

did not put up his hands fast enought for the purpose of being
robbed and without the slightest warning or need he killed &
defenseless man. I cut the elipping and mailed it to the Governor
writing underneath that I now appreciate the reason why he wuld -
not parole lMrs,-------- , she had committed the wrong sort of crime.

While the Governor was guilty of the most flagitious moral
cowardice I can realise that the people are mentally unbalanced :
on the subject of liquor and the Governor thought that it would -
injure him more politically to parole a woman who had sold liguor
than s man who had committed deliberate murder. Your analagy =~ .
to the Fugitive Slave Law is true in every respect. People are - .
blind on the subject and refuseé to reason logically abeub ity I - .

about prohibition and its enforcement were dilnted;withuliqup-nﬁh&yfffﬂfﬁi




honor the law an& the breach. I feel that the open saloon the way
it has been conducted in the past is ameAN#eand yet after T see
the many and constant evils growing out of the law I am convinced
that we had better return to the evils we once had than to suffer
the ones we see growing all around us and when I see this I think

of the young boys and girls who have become addicts because of the
thrill they think they get in drinking the forbidden fruit. I don't
want to weary you with repeating these now hectical faets for you
have encountered them as well as I and you see them about you every
day. I hope the law will be rigidily enforced to the end that we
may either secure the wonderful benefits that would eome if it could
be done or secure such modification as will meet with the approvel
of those who now violate but in my opinion there are two material
things without which the law will never be enforced and that is

to make the buyer equally guilty as the seller and then punish those
who buy. If this is done the bootlegger will soon pass out of the
picture. :

With highest consideration of personal esteem, I beg to remain,

CJd:s58 Chasg, cqz(a,co’mson
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