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Ala,

Q\ We are trying to take care of our unemployed by rotating
work, some have from one, two, three or four days a week and where
a family is in need we are issuing orders on the Commission for
$5.78, $10 or $12 according to size of family. The Committee
Manager limits them to the kind of food they can buy and my H.E,
teachers have worked out budgets according to number of calories
needed showing how families can live and be nourished on amount of
money allotted. We give cost and amount of material, menus and
receipts and are trying to teach these women how to plan their
meals and what to buy so as to make money go as far as possible.

We found so many women never gave a thought to their meals but when
they got the store checks they bought flour and meal and spent the
rest for best cuts of steak, pork chops, most expensive coffee and
can goods, cake, etc.,, hence the money did not last more than a
couple of days. We are demonstrating every day to groups of from
twenty-five to one hundred and twenty women and are reaching women
we have not been able to get to our cooking classes before. The
company also gives orders for fuel. They hope to get a certain
percent of their money back when the men are working every day, but
it is charged to a separate account and may eventually be charged
off the books to work expense but that will be decided later.

Rent is charged at the rate of thirty four cents per day when a man
is working but when he is not working he pays no rent and it is
never to be charged to him. Clothes and shoes are our biggest
problem. I sent out an S.0.S. to all officials and salaried men
of the Company to give me their old clothes and I have had a
splendid response. I am dividing it out to the different towns.
Thie men's clothes and underwear that can be patched is given to
men and older boys. The rest is cut over for children's garments,
We are having the women rip and wash materials and bring to
Community House and we show them how to place the patterns, cut
and make over garments and at present we are doing a big business,
I have been able to interest the wives of some of the officials in
supplying materials and helping. We are teaching the women,
especially colored to make toys for their children for Xmas eut

of o0ld boxes and to stuff dolls and dress them. We have put some

of the idle boys to work making toys out of old boxes. The Supt.

of three of the villages where I have never had a worker asked me to

send some one there to conduct classes for the women in planning

meals, cooking and kaking over garments, so I have opened up a

Community room temporarily in each of these places and shall conduct

classes three times a week as long as there is a demand. VWe are

putting in many free entertainments in all the cillages making the
people help so as to take their minds off their troubles,

I hope to convince the powers in New York that there is
a vital need for my department during depression. You said you
thought there were others beside Mr. F. opposed. Well, Mr. R, told
me that Roberts was the main one who was opposed to my department
and was stirring things up.
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Most of the industries around here are trying to look
after their unemployed. It makes me think of war times,
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BExtract from Winifred Collin's Letter - 6 Highland Plaza, Birmingham,
, Ala.

We are trying to take care of our unemployed by rotating
work, some have from one, two, three or four days a week and where
a family is in need we are issuing orders on the Commission for
$5.78, $10 or $12 according to size of family. The Committee
Manager limits them to'the kind of food they can buy and my H.E,
teachers have worked out budgets according to number of calories
needed showing how families can live and be nourished on amount of
money allotted. We give cost and amount of material, menus and
receipts and are trying to teach these women how to plan their
meals and what to buy so as to make money go as far as possible.

We found so many women never gave a thought to their meals but when
they got the store checks they bought flour and meal and spent the
rest for best cuts of steak, pork chops, most expensive coffee and
can goods, cake, etc., hence the money did not last more than a
couple of days. We are demonstrating every day to groups of from
twenty-five to one hundred and twenty women and are reaching women
we have not been able to get to our cooking classes before. The
company also gives orders for fuel. They hope to get a certain
percent of their money back when the men are working every day, but
it is charged to a separate account and may eventually be charged
off the books to work expense but that will be decided later.

Rent is charged at the rate of thirty four cents per day when a man
is working but when he is not working he pays no rent and it is
never to be charged to him. Clothes and shoes are our biggest
problem. I sent out an S.0.S. to all officials and salaried men

of the Company to give me their old clothes and I have had a
splendid response. I am dividing it out to the different towns.
The men's clothes and underwear that can be patched is given to

men and older boys. The rest is cut over for children's garments,
We are having the women rip and wash materials and bring to
Community House and we show them how to place the patterns, cut

and make over garments and at present we are doing a big business,
I have been able to interest the wives of some of the officials in
supplying materials and helping. We are teaching the women,
especially colored to make toys for their children for Xmas out

of old boxes and to stuff dolls and dress them. We have put some
of the idle boys to work making toys out of 0ld boxes. The Supt.
of three of the villages where I have never had a worker asked me to
send some one there to conduct classes for the women in planning
meals, cooking and making over garments, so I have opened up a
Community room temporarily in each of these places and shall conduct
classes three times a week as long as there is a demand. We are
putting in many free entertainments in all the cillages making the
people help so as to take their minds off their troubles.

I hope to convince the powers in New York that there is
a vital need for my department during depression. You said you
thought there were others beside Mr. F. opposed. Well, Mr. R. told
me that Roberts was the main one who was opposed to my department
and was stirring things up.

Most of the industries around here are trying to look
after their unemployed. It makes me think of war times,





