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= "HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SAY?"

& ! |

1@ ; An Interview With Miss Ida M. Tarbell

A '
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— In a spacious walnut-brown study, its walls lined with books,

Aoy

fp. Miss Ida M. Tarbell sat at her desk and smiled at the interviewer's

&% question. Then her grey eyes, eyes which can hold & soft 1light of

s

= sympathy and change instantly to a glint of Steel, gazed out of the

—

;g' French window down upon & brisk afternoon crowd, typical of New York

k‘;

oy at five o'clock.

s b

Ty "So you want me to say to you whatever I would say to all

@

E; - young women in America who wish to write? Well then, first of all,

E& one who wishes to write must see what is at hend. If one's town is

(2 : ;

iz~ Podunk, one should start in Podunk. There is no necessity to be in

E; New Ybrk to begin. True enough, the markets are chiefly in New York,

] ;

= but all life ig not here. One has to learn to see and to write

iy

fﬁ before one is any good to the market. Every town has a newspaper.

o The editors are likely to be remarkably interesting, big-visioned
people. They offer market enough for the start. Think of working
under Williem Allen White on the Emporia Gasettel Ll

"On Main Street in any little town are to be found all the

eternal things in men and women -- great loves, great hates, jxhp§ﬂ :y3?

meannesses, great goodness. It's all there. Main Streot‘,.pglﬁff%
dream great dreams snd have great fulfillments. They all .lﬁi‘? qu
their interiors. That's what & writer is after -- the intgra”‘:'
One who cannot see interiors often fails because he is 80 ¢

with exteriors.




"Pravelers in Europe often do not see anything there because
they did not see anything at home. They feiled to see beauty in a
flock of birds winging their way across a dull sky. They stood
unmoved at the sight of a stark poplar, robbed of its leaves,
outlined before a November sunset. They didn't have the habit of
looking for the beauty which is around us all.

"If one can't see beauty on Main Street, one can't see it
on Broadway and Fifth lvenue by any means. So it is no good feeling
that unless one can come to New York one cannot write. I am a |
great believer in starting from where you are with what's about
you."

"What about college training? 1Is it essential?" Miss
Tarbell was asked.

"No, I do not consider college training essential. It is
a splendid background but not essential. Thoughtful habits of
observation and a wealth of good books carefully read might well
be a background considered equivalent.

"But college training ought to give a girl the ability
to take hold of any new work in a competent fashion. It should teach
her how to attack work -- any work, not merely writing -- in the
right way. She should try to see first of all what she doesn't know
eand then understand how to go after the knowledge she needs. Col-
lege should teach her that method of attack.

"College girls too often come to undertakings with i con~
fidence in their powers which is not at all justifiable. All college

can do is to convince one that any work is a subject for more study.




It ie essential for any coellege girl te have respect fer any Job she
undertekes and much medesty in appreaching it. To these she must
add great willingness to take whatever training is nioolturr te fit
her to the job. She must make up her mind to discover s¢ net just
what she wante to de but what i% is that she can do. Toe often girls
rattle around in new werk trying to find what they want te de¢ rather
than what contribution they are actually able te make.

"No matter what the thing is, the worker ambitiems te pregress
mugt begin at the bettem. Girls who go inte industrial work.'lnt to
start out by being persemnnel managers er industrial instructors.

Few are willing te begin at a machine. Yet, cellege trained or not,
one cannot be an industrial instructor or an employment manager

without firet knowing what the processes are. In every sort of werk
éne must begin with the eimpler forms and werk into the more cemplicated.

"What ocollege ougﬁt $0 do and tries to de is te give students
a better capacity te npproéinto what's in a thing. Then, whatever
the cellege woman is called to'do ghe will be able to see the rroblll.‘
She will be able to anslysze it and see the factors in 1t and their
relative importance. One must do that or ene will net get far."

"That is puttihg the burden of responsibility for nlcﬁqig‘
or failure on the individual, isn't it?" the interviewer rqnitﬁqﬁ;; 

"It ien't the business of the colleges to train ’qifiﬂﬁfit‘
work,” was the thoughtful respense. "College is te trainm the mind

g0 that one has an appreciation and interest developed Ii&ﬁ@f
ene to see inte a job. Cellege training shounld furnish %
valusble imaginative training which, turned upen any gives
will mean comprehension of its intricacies and its 'ijﬁ‘Q



fact is of the greatest impertance in writing.

"The same attitude tomd her college training and her
entering wedge job must be held by the writer as by every oim worker.
Cellege has mot made her a writer. Ne matter what her treining is, o
the young women ambitious to write must start at the bettem. If
gshe must pay her way from the beginning, she must be willing te
write simple things at first.” '

"What sort of work will give the beginning writer the
best eppertunity te progress?” the interviewer queried.

"There are many types of work which will aid the writer
if her own attitude teward her aims is right. Secretarial work
on & magazine may lead te an aseistant editorial Jeb er to'ro&unl
manuseripte if the oritical sense is develeped by contact with the
making of a magazine. But the secretary's work is likely te be
gso strenueus that she has little time or strength to make the best
use of her contacts.” :

"How nbbnt the value of newspaper work?" asked the interviewer,
wondering if tn the presence of so much peace, surreunded by mm

of beloved books, Mise Tarbell would scorn experience in the rush

of the city room.
"Newepaper work is of unquestioned value," Mise mm;t'_/

reply came quickly, "unless the worker allews herself te be swamped

in the newspaper. That depends on her determination and m

to be a 'ritor.. I have the highewt idea of the epportunity ‘m : | i

is on a newspaper.

"Mastery of a clear, narrative style can be
way. When a reporter has an assignment she must learm

her facts, and next she must learn %o respect faots.




~ from uthm. Mastering the -oe\uni.ln with :mu-; C:!‘

If one would go far, one muet have it. The reporter learns, teeo,

to observe all kinds of things and weigh their meaning. She uﬁt

be quick as lightning in observation, cellect her ltutl. then put
them inte a clear narration. The element of clearness, 8o
important in geed writing, can be mastered in newspaper work, Fer
in newspaper cepy, just as in any eof the best literature, sentences
muet be luoid; just enough worde must be used and ne more. ) There

is 2id in newspaper reporting, tee, in the constructien of an artiecle.
The story must flow naturally. There must not be unrelated
observations.

"The newspaper worker learns after a while that she may be
Just as humorous and just as imaginative as possible on tep of being
a trustworthy reporter of facts. TIf the narrative is understandable,
clear and logical, no geod editor is going te discourage its being
made more interesting by mesns of the writer's ingenuity.

"While on a newepaper, a young woman ehould be thimking
constantly of other forme of writing. She should be trying for the
weeklies, for the magazines and for the Sunday feature sections of the
Newspapers, Bhe should be thinking of a book which she wishes te
write, since that is the ripest form of writing.”

"It ie sometimes said that if one can master the mechanics
of the short utory. for instance, that one can turn out any nm
of good stories. TIs there any truth in thiet"

"Writing is mot a trick,” replied the suthor of fourteem
beoke and a hnnlrodsm magazine articles, “One may tuu
any number, 'tor learning something of the mechanism, but th
will not bo‘gudJ Good writing doesn't come from m '




within, means just factory made stories. Stories can be---and
t00 often sre---turned out in the machine-like fashien of shoes
or other factory products. They will sell, frequently, but they
are not great writing,

"Anyone trying te write should be always and forever trying
to find out what to her is geed writing. Many persons trying te
write attempt to "put eomo'g{uns over.” Anything with a few smart
turne in it will sell/ T\;ut- ::’iiing doesn't prove one a writer.
Enowing what is good writing is a thing worth going after hard.

And it will not come at the start.

"Going back te ways of starting off. While newspaper
work is excellent training for the writer, it 1;- & hard read. A
position in an office which will leave half of a young woman's time
free to write is a good way to begin. Much geod writing has been
done even at the end of a full day of work: Hawthorne was a clerk
in a customs house while he was deing much of his best work., And
Charlee Lamb was doing eome sort of office work. “Uncle Tom's hbh'
was written while Mrs. Stowe was taking care of her babies and her
house. But those writers had something to say.” |

Here the possessor of a mind which can see clearly into the

intricacies of industrial conditions ,0f a heart which dictated

"He Knew Lincolm," brought.a slender hand down mpon her desk and
leamsd forward.

"The great handicsp in this field is mot lack Of momey or
leisure. It is having nothing teo say. If one has a W’l b
to say,it must be said, That is the amazing thing »m
gomething in one which must be got out. One can't keep

One cen eit up all night in the unburdening prewess and



"Every job that can be undertaken ty ‘IM'
is valusble as it offers material. If one could
then mto of it, setting down the human nhiin-tf _
vntu be & splendid thing. Se, for the urttor. tli{_'

gj : mm upen from the standpeint of money. Jobs ""‘; |
g more lllch’ai‘:lm.c Any job is worth a story if the
= power to see it.

; ' "Great writing is made inside of people. !
g— stories in thé course of a yesr's magazine work m

= way. Tt ies worth werking for. The greatest tﬁn
g: B is to give something that is you at your hishut. e 1
& by formula. It is better to aim at the g-utolt tm
ST

@

make others see and feel it eo."
O # # #



